
2007 ALA Annual Conference 

ACRL Instruction Section 

Advisory Council I 

 

Saturday, June 23, 2007 

9:00-10:30 am 

Doubletree Washington, State Room 

 

Members Present:  Susan Beck, Terrence Bennett, Jean Caspers, Natasha Cooper, Amy Deuink, 

Jennifer Dorner (ch), Lori DuBois, Elizabeth Dupuis, Susanna Eng, Esther Grassian, Randy 

Hensley, Lisa Hinchliffe, Sheril Hook, Rebecca Jackson, Chad Kahl, Jennifer Knievel, Elizabeth 

Kocevar-Weidinger, Melissa Koenig, Mary MacDonald, Merinda McLure, Rebecca Miller, 

Susan Miller, Michelle Millet, Claudia Ruediger, Mike Russo, Brad Sietz, Carol Svensson, Mark 

Szarko, Terry Taylor, Susan Vega García, 

 

Members Excused:  Colleen Bell, Regan Brumagen, Christopher Cox, Mireille Djenno, Clara 

Fowler, Kathleen Gallagher, Keith Gresham, Christopher Hollister, Lynn Lampert, Elizabeth 

Blakesley Lindsay, Maud Choice Mundava, Rita L. Premo, Judy Solberg, Kevin Unrath, Anna 

Van Scoyoc, Genevieve Williams, Beth Woodard 

 

Guests:  Caroline Barratt, Melissa Becher, Ellysa Cahoy, Britt Fagerheim, A.J. Johnson, Colleen 

Major, Sarah McDaniel, Joe Murphy, Marsha Schnirring, Alex Sonsteby 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

 

A. Meeting was called to order at 9:06 am. 

 

II. Call for Additions and Revisions to the Agenda 

 

A. Revisions to Agenda 

Item IIIB, “Announcement of Executive Committee Actions (January – June 2007)” was 

removed. Rebecca Jackson moved to accept the revised agenda and Susanna Eng 

seconded it.  Revised agenda was approved. 

 

III. Old Business 

A. Approval of IS Advisory Minutes from 2007 Midwinter Meeting – Jennifer Dorner 

moved to accept and Jean Caspers seconded.  Motion carried.  Chad Kahl will ensure 

the “draft” watermark is removed from documents. 

 

IV. Announcements 

A. Election Results (Dorner) 

The results of the IS election were announced – the new members of the IS Executive 

Committee are Sarah McDaniel (Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect), Susan Vega García 

(Secretary), and Elyssa Stern Cahoy (Member-at-Large). 



 

V. Reports 

A. IS Soiree Report (Premo) 

The IS Soiree took place Friday night, June 22, 2007 at Duffy’s Restaurant and Pub in 

Washington, D.C.  There were 71 attendees.  A total of 74 RSVPed.  Fifteen were first-

time attendees.  Twenty others attended who did not RSVP. 

 

B. Analysis of Instructional Environments Report (Hinchliffe) 

Lisa Hinchliffe noted the task force has done their final edits on the reports and the report 

will soon be posted to the Instruction Section web site and on ILI-L. The report is 

designed to be a practical and comprehensive guide to an environmental analysis of 

instructional programs.  It is a flexible document consisting of checklists that can be 

utilized while reviewing a program.  There are many different components, so libraries 

can use the section(s) most relevant to their needs.  For anyone interested in seeing the 

document immediately, an article about the document was included in the spring 2007 

newsletter and includes the URL of the draft document. 

 

There was some discussion about how the document might be used by members and how 

the usefulness of the document might be assessed in the future. 

 

C. ACRL Section Council (Caspers) 

i. Penny Beile of EBSS discussed its proposal to provide training on meeting 

effectiveness to its members, concerned that EBSS members are turning down 

leadership opportunities because they do not want to run meetings. She distributed a 

survey of topics and asked SC members to rank them in order of preference. 

ii. Mary Ellen Davis is checking to see what ACRL Sections do with presentation 

materials and will provide SC with a document outlining options and their related 

costs. 

iii. Sarah Wetzel was concerned about the Library of Congress’ proposal to stop 

generating Library of Congress controlled subject headings and approached the 

Council about asking ACRL to draft a letter to the Library of Congress. 

iv. Liaisons are not formal unless they are vetted by ACRL. 

v. Prior to the ACRL National Conference, ACRL worked with Sections to coordinate 

informal social events, but IS was not able to participate with such short notice, but 

may in the future. At the Conference, the IS Membership committee did participate in 

an orientation event put on by ACRL by hosting an information table. Amy Deuink 

estimated that 300 people came by the IS table. Membership will take on the 

responsibility for organizing IS participation in future ACRL National Conference 

events. ACRL also held two ACRL 101 member orientations at Annual that included 

representatives from Sections. There was some discussion about whether IS will need 

to continue its own orientations if ACRL continues theirs; but the general feeling was 

that IS Member Orientations would still be welcomed by members 

 

D. LOEX Update (Sietz) 

Membership is fairly stable and is currently at 660 institutions.  It did increase after 

LOEX 2007 in San Diego. The Southern California Instruction Librarians (SCIL) group 



did a fantastic job with LOEX 2007.  Attendance was just short of 300 and there were 39 

presentations and five student posters. The next conference, LOEX 2008 will be in Oak 

Brook, Illinois. The plan is to open it to more attendees – nearly 350, including accepting 

seven to ten student posters presenters and possibly ten additional students attending for 

reduced rates. Future size of LOEX conferences will likely be 325 to 350.  In the past, 

smaller conferences were primarily due to size limitations of the Ypsilanti, Michigan 

Marriott. 

 

Locations are still being considered for 2009 and 2010.  Location for the 2009 conference 

will be announced before 2008 ALA Midwinter.  

 

LOEX has decided to self publish after talking with small publishing houses.  It requires 

more work, but greater flexibility and quicker turnaround. Proceedings for the 2006 

conference will be printed over the summer and 2007 conference proceedings are being 

edited now and will be available by end of the year.  One year after publication, the 

proceedings will be made available on DSpace to members and free after two years to 

everyone.  LOEX is planning on retroactively providing this publication model for 2005 

and 2006. 

 

The LOEX Quarterly publication has added a book review section and changes have 

occurred on the advisory board. Work on the LOEX web site continues and changes will 

be announced later. 

 

VI. Meetings and Programs 

A. IS committee meetings are occurring in the Presidential Ballroom in the Capital Hilton on 

Saturday, June 23, 2007 from 1:30 to 3:30. 

B. Current Topics Discussion Group I, “Information Literacy in Learning Communities:  

What? Why? How?,” is on Saturday, June 23, 2007 from 4:00 to 5:30. 

C. The IS and Arts Sections joint conference program, “Eye to I: Visual Literacy Meets 

Information Literacy” will occur on Sunday, June 24, 2007 from 1:30 to 3:30 in the 

Grand Ballroom South of Renaissance Washington. 

i. Randy Hensley provided information on the speakers and noted that the planning 

process has not been a co-sponsorship in name only, but truly collaboration between 

the sections with a planning committee with members of both sections. 

ii. IS award winners will be recognized at the program. 

 

VII. Discussion Items 

A. Planning process revisions (Kocevar-Weidinger) 

The Planning Committee converted the Annual Planning Form to word document format, 

as discussed at ALA Annual.  The Measuring Success Form now has matching language 

with the planning form. 

 

The IS Executive Committee asked Planning to identify committees that might collect 

statistics that would be useful for the Section to track and analyze. Those committees will 

now draft an annual report rather than completing a Measuring Success Form.  

Guidelines for each committee’s annual report were created by examining old reports and 



consulting with committee chairs. The new Planning web pages will clearly note which 

type of report each committee will file at end of year. 

 

Merinda McLure asked if committees receive feedback on the Measuring Success Form.  

Jennifer Dorner noted that feedback should come earlier through liaison process rather 

than at the end, but said that the Executive Committee could discuss methods of 

providing additional feedback.  

 

A recommendation was made to create a centralized place for planning reports, as is done 

with meeting minutes, with multiple points of entry. 

 

B. Developing a subject archive for ILI-L (Sonsteby) 

Proposed creating a subject archive to prevent rehashing of common topics.  Current 

archive lists postings chronologically and by thread.  Described another organization that 

has created such an archive.  

 

Comments relating to the proposal: 

i. Lisa Hinchliffe asked why keyword searching is not sufficient.  Others noted that 

search results only list titles and one has to click on links to see content and that ILI-L 

lost functionality when software was changed. 

ii. Encourage members to post summary email messages on ILI-L 

iii. Be very strict about making people check archives before posting; this would require 

more work by moderator.  Moderators already spend an hour a day filtering out spam 

and accidental personal replies. 

iv. What selection criteria would be used if selective subject archiving was utilized?  

Alec noted that the discussion had not gotten to operational specifics. 

v. Chad Kahl asked if there had been any discussion about moving ILI-L to a more user 

friendly format than a listserv. 

vi. Lisa Hinchliffe noted that IS needs to check to see what was promised to Martin 

Raish when ILI-L replaced BI-L.  A subject archive was discussed when it was BI-L. 

 

Action Items  

 Alec will send to Advisory the URL of the archive he used as an example. 

 Executive Committee will discuss this further and Jennifer noted a task force 

might be created to pursue this. 

 

C. Communication tools 

Management and Leadership did a pilot trial of the ALA communication software and 

turned in a report.  They felt is may be a useful tool, but offered criticisms.  For instance, 

committee tried to utilize chat, but half were not able to access it and they did not know 

why. Jennifer Dorner asked Advisory whether they had any ideas about how to identify 

communication tools that would facilitate the work of the committees (and still meeting 

ALA’s rules about open meetings) and also facilitating communication between the 

Section and its members. 



 

Comments: 

i. Executive Committee has given permission to committees and task forces to use 

wikis.  Guidelines on use of wikis have been sent by Executive Committee. Need to 

ensure that final versions of documents created through wikis would still need to be 

eventually moved to the ALA web site.  Susanna noted how time consuming it is to 

fix bad html coding and the need to review the code before sending it to the IS 

webmaster(s).  Jean noted in the New Chair orientation that chairs are responsible for 

their committee web pages and referred them to the appropriate policies and 

procedures. 

ii. Melissa Koenig noted that many committees use tools available from their home 

institution.  Discussed whether we are limited to what ALA provides or can we 

license other software.  

 

Action Item – Jean Caspers will check with Adam Burling about issue of whether we 

could subscribe to other communication tools, outside the ones ALA offers. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chad Kahl 


