
ACRL Instruction Section 

Emerging Technologies in Instruction Committee Meeting 

2006 Mid-Winter Conference: San Antonio, TX 

 

Sunday, January 22, 2006  8:00-10:00 am 

Menger Hotel Ballroom 

 

Members present: Susan Vega Garcia (co-chair), Mark Szarko (co-chair), Sharon 

Elteto, Kate Adams, Jennifer Sharkey, Melissa Prescott, Michael Pasqualoni, Terrence 

Bennett, Barbara S. Petersohn, Carole Svensson, Britt Fagerheim (intern) 

 

Members excused: Joseph Yue, Courtney Greene, Jennifer Knievel (Virtual Member) 

 

Guests: Melissa Koenig (IS Executive Committee liaison), Irmine Allner 

 

I. Tips and Trends - Dates on IS Website. 

• Discussion whether to change the dates of Tips and Trends pieces on the 

Emerging Technologies website.  

• Currently the date reflects the month the Tips & Trends document was posted to 

the website, which is once a quarter.  The actual month may vary. 

• The committee agreed to change the months to quarters on the website 

retroactively, and for future posts to reflect the quarter in which the document 

was written (i.e. Winter 2006), rather than a specific month.  

II. Emerging Technologies in Instruction - Committee will become two new 

committees 

• After the ALA Annual Conference 2006, Emerging Technologies in Instruction 

will split into two committees: Instructional Technologies and PRIMO.  Susan 

distributed a handout explaining the changes, and what current committee 

members and interested new volunteers need to do. 

• The Instructional Technologies committee will continue responsibility for the 

“Tips and Trends” pieces, as well as take on two projects currently within the 

charge of the Teaching Methods committee. The charge of the committee will 

be: “To educate and inform membership about the impact of technology on 

instruction by posting “InfoTech Tips and Trends” topics on the IS web site and 

announcing the profiles on ILI-L. The committee is responsible for annually 

updating the “Classroom Control Systems” on the Section web site, including 

verifying existing listings and researching new systems. The committee is also 

responsible for updating the “Tips for Developing Effective Web-Based 

Instruction.” Expected composition of committee will be: 4 members, 1 intern, 

1 chair. 

• The PRIMO committee will continue responsibility for the PRIMO database 

and its related projects.  The charge of the PRIMO committee will be: “To 

evaluate, select, promote, and share peer-reviewed instructional materials 

created by librarians to teach people about discovering, accessing and 

evaluating information in networked environments. The committee reviews 

submissions for the PRIMO database, updates and maintains the database, 



chooses and promotes the PRIMO Site of the Month, and annually reviews and 

updates the “Selection Criteria” document and the committee page on the 

Section web site. The committee also conducts the ongoing “PRIMO 

Background Survey.” Co-chair appointments will be staggered to maintain 

continuity. Expected composition of committee will be: 8 members, 1 intern, 2 

co-chairs. Currently, a co-chair position is open.  Interested members are 

encouraged to volunteer. 

 

III. Volunteering for IS committee involvement – Continuing and renewing 

membership; new volunteers 

• Deadline for volunteering for IS committees is February 15, 2006.  

• Current continuing members on Emerging Technologies must decide on their 

choice of new committee (Instructional Technologies or PRIMO) and submit 

the volunteer form indicating their choice by Feb 15. Continuing members are 

guaranteed a place on the committee of their choice. 

• Emerging Technologies committee members whose term is ending are welcome 

to re-apply, although a position on one of the new committees is not guaranteed. 

The term limits are two consecutive two-year terms.  

• Interested new volunteers who are not currently members of Emerging 

Technologies should also submit a volunteer form by Feb. 15, indicating the 

committee(s) in which they’re interested. 

• Volunteer form is on the IS website:  

http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/committeevolunteer.htm 

 

IV. Virtual Committee: PRIMO 

• As written, the new PRIMO committee is planned to be a virtual committee. 

• Discussed pros and cons of PRIMO becoming a virtual committee.  

• Arguments in favor of a virtual committee included: increased opportunity for 

librarians who cannot travel to two national conferences to be involved in the 

committee; most of the work of the committee is completed throughout the year 

and not at the conference; ALA is testing a community software that will 

facilitate virtual meetings, and a structure for sharing information and files 

virtually is already in place. 

• Concerns include networking and the sense of community that is built during 

face-to-face meetings might be lost.  Another concern was workload and 

deadlines for committee members – some with experience with virtual 

committees described problems with unrealistic expectations and deadlines. 

• Points to consider with a virtual committee included: Additional work for co-

chairs to keep a sense of community among committee members; how to 

manage a 24x7 work environment (such as setting a start and end time for 

online meetings) that is realistic and flexible; and managing any virtual 

meetings across different time zones. Also, situations might arise where there 

would be advantages to meeting face-to-face, such as when a planned project 

seems especially complex or if the section sends down a new charge(s) that 

makes an in-person meeting necessary. Voluntary get-togethers at Midwinter 

and Annual to build committee cohesion were discussed. 



• The intern position would continue on the new PRIMO committee, as meeting 

minutes would still need to be recorded and Site of the Month interviews 

marked up and posted on the IS website. 

• Co-chairs would still need to attend Midwinter and Annual conferences. 

• Consensus was that PRIMO could function as a virtual committee. 

 

V. Other IS Committee Changes 

• The new IS Discussion Group Steering Committee will now take responsibility 

for IS Discussion Forums at Midwinter and Annual conferences.  Any IS 

committee or individual can make a proposal to that committee.  

• Information Literacy in the Disciplines is another new IS committee.  

• The charges of other IS committees may also have changed – members and 

volunteers are encouraged to review the new charges linked to the volunteer 

form page. 

 

VI. PRIMO – Learning objects and other repositories 

• Discussed other repositories and projects doing work similar to PRIMO, such as 

Merlot.  What are they doing that is similar or different?  Merlot seems to 

include “reference material” such as the IL Standards, along with tutorials and 

guides.  Some materials rejected from Primo are listed in Merlot.  Not all 

materials in Merlot have actually been peer-reviewed.  

• Mark distributed a printout of a University of Wisconsin Milwaukee web page, 

listing online collections of learning objects.  Should Primo be listed? 

• Michael shared information on SOS for Information Literacy, an IMLS funded 

program out of the Syracuse University School of Information Studies, which 

focuses on creating a repository of learning objects (e.g., such as online 

tutorials) that deal with educational motivation. 

• Other collaboration ideas included the Distance Learning Committee and other 

ACRL/ALA committees with possible overlap in their charges, or interest in 

online instruction materials. 

• Action Items:  

o Michael will find out more information about the SOS project. 

o Melissa will investigate if there are other committees with whom we might 

collaborate. 

 

VII. Marketing Ideas 

• Gather statistics for PRIMO site: gather a baseline of data and find out if traffic 

is increasing or decreasing.  Mark and Susan are already investigating whether 

web statistics are available and accessible to the committee. 

• Investigate the possibility of pushing PRIMO further up in the ALA website 

structure. 

• Perhaps set up a sub-group within PRIMO dedicated to marketing. 

• A “PRIMO accepted” logo is provided to entries selected to be included in 

PRIMO – perhaps encourage linking from the logo back to the PRIMO page. 



• Provide alerts to Site of the Month interviews and Tips & Trends via an RSS 

feed instead of relying solely on ILI-L. 

• Investigate idea of collaborating with graduate schools of library and 

information science, either faculty or student chapters.  

• Investigate including a question on the submission form inquiring how people 

learned of PRIMO. 

 

VIII. ALA Annual Conference 

• Discussed issues with meeting in New Orleans and concerns with the 

convention center, facilities, etc. 

• As a reminder, we will have one more round of PRIMO reviews before the 

Annual conference.  

 

Meeting Adjourned: 9:20 am 

Recorder’s Name: Britt Fagerheim 

 


