
ACRL Instruction Section 

Emerging Technologies in Instruction Committee Meeting 

2006 Mid-Winter Conference: San Antonio, TX 

 

Saturday, January 21, 2006  1:30-3:30 pm 

Marriott Rivercenter, Salon E 

 

Members present: Susan Vega Garcia (co-chair), Mark Szarko (co-chair), Sharon 

Elteto, Kate Adams, Jennifer Sharkey, Courtney Greene, Michael Pasqualoni, Terrence 

Bennett, Barbara S. Petersohn, Melissa Prescott, Britt Fagerheim (intern),  

 

Members excused: Carole Svensson, Joseph Yue, Jennifer Knievel (Virtual Member) 

 

Guests: Melissa Koenig (IS Executive Committee liaison), Lisa McDaniels, Lori Mestre 

 

I. No additions or changes to the agenda. 

II. Announcements 

• Emerging Technologies in Instruction Committee will split into two committees 

after the Annual conference. A full discussion will take place at the January 22 

meeting. Anyone with a continuing appointment is guaranteed space on one of 

the two revised committees of their choice.  

• Other Instruction Section committees have revised charges; these can be 

reviewed at the Committee Charges link on the Committee Volunteer Form web 

page:  

http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/committeecharges06.htm. 

• For future ALA conferences, the IS dinner has been replaced with the soiree.  

 

III. ACRL's Spring Virtual Conference 

• Proposal was approved by the Executive Committee and has been submitted to 

ACRL. Committee will be notified in February whether the proposal has been 

accepted.  

• The title is “Are They Looking, Listening, or Learning?  Best Practices and 

Trends in Information Literacy Tutorials.” 

• Terrence Bennett, Melissa Prescott, and Jennifer Sharkey will present using 

streaming audio and slides. Susan and Mark will moderate in chat room. There 

is often a delay between audio and chat, so the moderators can help with 

confusion and problems.  

• Everyone is welcome to be part of the chat room. We will continue the 

discussion about who wants to be involved if the proposal is accepted. 

• The one-hour interactive Webcast panel discussion will identify best practices 

and current trends in successful and noteworthy online information literacy 

tutorials.  Moderators will also be on hand to field live questions and comments 

from attendees.   

 

IV. PRIMO: Accepted Tutorials 

• Results of norming review were distributed.  



• List of tutorials accepted to PRIMO during Fall round of reviews was 

distributed. Authors have not yet been contacted. Twenty-seven tutorials were 

submitted. Nine were accepted, for an acceptance rate of 33%, which is slightly 

higher than in the past.  

• Reminder: projects that score at least 32 points are accepted in the PRIMO 

database.  

 

V. PRIMO database 

• Migration to new ALA server completed Fall 2005; for the most part, the new 

database is working very well, but some bugs have emerged.  Mark and Susan 

need to document what is not working. 

• Text boxes on the new reviewing form are not working properly.  Quotes and 

hard returns might be a problem in the text boxes, as well as other symbols. 

• No other problems were reported. 

• Action Items: 

o Mark and Susan will build a list of issues that need to be addressed, and 

work with Melissa and the database administrator to facilitate correcting 

these problems.  

o Courtney will follow up on the issues her library had with a similar 

database. 

o Mark and Susan will alert the committee if they need help testing the 

database.  

 

VI. Selection criteria 

• Discussed selection criteria, process for reviewing tutorials, and the issue of 

“emerging” technology versus just using an established technology well.  

• Discussed tutorials submitted in languages other than English: when non-

English submissions are received, co-chairs will determine if the project fits 

within the scope of PRIMO and, if necessary, contact the project authors to 

request assistance with translation.  

 

VII. Site of the Month 

• Time to profile five tutorials as Sites of the Month before the Annual 

conference. Will profile the top five scoring tutorials.  

• Be sure to leave plenty of time for interviewees to respond, in case they are on 

vacation at the time of the request, etc. 

• Question regarding whether there is a standard list of questions. Interviewers 

welcome to look at previous SOM interviews for ideas, but also carefully 

review the tutorial and ask questions about specific elements of the tutorial that 

are interesting.  

• Submitters of accepted tutorials will be notified shortly after Midwinter. Susan 

and Mark will let the committee know when notifications have been made and 

post an announcement on ILI-L.  

• Action Items: Site of the Month assigned: 

o February: Terrence Bennett, CLUE: Computerized Library User Education 

Tutorial #73 



o March: Barbara Petersohn, Doing Research: An Introduction to the 

Concepts of Online Searching #317 

o April: Jennifer Sharkey, InfoSkills #304 

o May: Melissa Prescott, Info Research 101 - Surviving Your Essay #296 

o June: Britt Fagerheim, PORT: Psychology Online Research Tutorial #315 

 

VIII. Tips and Trends 

• Tips & Trends has evolved to its current form of brainstorming topics related to 

new instructional technologies, writing an overview of a new instructional 

technology and putting the overview on the Emerging Technologies website 

with a message posted to ILI-L.  

• Annual goals state we will post at least three Tips & Trends this year. 

• Potential topics:  

o Podcasting 

o RSS feeds 

o iPods (ULS section will be making a presentation on iPods at ALA) 

o Wikis  

o Blogs 

o Academic integrity and plagiarism detection software (Turnitin.com, is this 

a tool for detection and “punishment,” or for education?  Ways to use 

Turnitin as an educational device, dealing with and instructing about 

plagiarism issues, how much are people using it and what are its 

limitations?)  

o Social software (mySpace, Facebook) 

• Tips and Trends pieces are not intended to be formal research articles, but short 

and informative pieces, and writer can choose whether or not to conduct 

interviews.  

• Action Item – upcoming Tips & Trends article:  

o Spring: Michael (Turnitin/ Academic integrity and plagiarism detection 

software).  

o Anyone with information or experience urged to share ideas with Michael.  

 

IX. Other business?  

• The Emerging Technologies committee is very popular and has a long history of 

getting a lot of important work done. Everyone is thanked for their work.  

• Melissa reiterated that one of the reasons the Emerging Technologies committee 

will be splitting after ALA Annual is that new volunteers wishing to get 

involved in the committee thought they would learn about new and emerging 

technologies.  The new committee structure should make it easier for this to 

happen, as well as allow Primo business to continue.  

 

Meeting Adjourned: 3:10 pm 

Recorder’s Name: Britt Fagerheim 

 

 


