
ACRL, Instruction Section, Education Committee  
Midwinter meeting 
1:30-3:30 pm 1/21/06 
Marriott Rivercenter, Salon E 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Present: Michelle Boule, Jody Caldwell, Lori DuBois (chair), Liz Evans, Julie Kelly 
(recorder), Robin Lockerby, Nancy Reinhold, Susan Shepherd. 
 
Members absent and excused: Michelle Millet, Suchi Mohanty 
 
Guests: Ann Brown (George Washington University), Lori Buchanan (Austin Peay State 
University), 
 
Lori called the meeting to order and introductions were made. 
 
1. Report from the IS advisory Council 
 
Lori reported on several topics from this group, which is made up of the chairs of the IS 
committees. 
 

• The Friday night IS Soiree had 85 attendees. This event, at which attendees pay 
only for their own beverages, now replaces the IS dinners at both Midwinter and 
Annual. 

• The 2006 Annual IS conference program and awards ceremony will have poster 
session and a virtual component 

• The new Mentor Task Force is looking at the characteristics of successful mentor 
programs within ACRL, ALA, and other library associations as a basis for starting 
a mentor program within IS. They will have a proposal ready for the Executive 
Committee by March. 

• The slate of candidates for IS elected positions were announced. Vice-chair/chair 
elect: Jean Caspers and Scott Walter; Secretary: Chad Kahl and Ellysa Cahoy 
Stern; and Member-at-large: Lori DuBois and Jennifer Knievel. 

• Volunteer forms for IS committees and task forces should be submitted by 
February 15.  

• If your term is up and you would like to be reappointed to our committee, please 
fill out a volunteer form. Please note that we are in need of a chair, and if you are 
interested, please let Lori know by February 1. 

• Deadlines for participating in the ACRL National Conference in Baltimore in 2007 
are coming up in May, October, and January 2007. Check the Web site for 
details. 

• ALA members will be voting on a dues increase on the next ballot. The proposal 
would raise dues $10/year for 3 consecutive years. 

• ALA is testing online community software. 
• ALA is getting new content management software for the web site. 

 



2. Committee name change and charge 
 
Effective July 1, 2006, our committee’s name will change to “Professional Education 
Committee”. The updated charge to the committee was discussed. All committee 
charges are more project-focused. The portion about communicating with graduate 
programs will probably be further defined by a task force next year, and the committee 
will take responsibility for it after that time. 
 
3. Changes in committees, task forces, and discussion groups 
 
Mary MacDonald, our committee’s liaison from the IS Executive Committee, updated 
the group on several matters. She mentioned that there were some overall changes in 
the standing committee structure. Standing committee will continue established 
projects, and task forces will look at new ideas. 
 
A new group discussion steering committee has been formed. In the past, responsibility 
for the Midwinter Discussion Forum rotated between various committees. The 
discussion groups will now be more member-driven, by having members respond to a 
call for proposals. Later an online component will be incorporated. 
 
During this meeting, our committee is co-sponsoring the IS Discussion Forum, along 
with the Teaching Methods committee. Lori and Nancy, among others, will be helping to 
gather and tabulate evaluations. Julie will write up a short description for C&RL News, if 
needed. 
 
4. Instruction courses in Library Schools – Web site and article 
 
During our fall update, info on two schools was not gathered because of language 
issues. Lori volunteered to look at the University of Puerto Rico, and Liz will check out 
the University of Montreal and report to Lori by February 1. 
 
Lori will resend the draft of the article on this topic from last year’s committee. All 
members should send comments back to her by February 15. Michelle B. volunteered 
to work on a brief introduction for the paper focusing on the history of the issue of library 
instruction courses in library school curricula.  
 
The paper does not go into quite as much analysis as some members would like, but 
that may be another project for the future, our goal now is to get the paper published in 
the near future, and ACRL has the right of first refusal. It will probably be submitted to 
C&RL News. 
 
As intern, Julie has the task of updating the Web site. Lori will send her the info that 
committee members sent to her earlier this winter. One addition we will make is to 
include the library schools that appeared to have no instruction course, and say “No 
information found”. Currently only schools with courses are listed. 
 



We will add a short explanation of our methodology to the top of the Web site, including 
the time frame when the information was gathered. The group also discussed 
publicizing the Web site more, starting with announcements on listservs. Making the 
spreadsheet available on the Web was also discussed, and it was decided to consider a 
table instead, since not all data on the spreadsheet would be appropriate or useful for 
public consumption. 
 
5. Continuing education Web site 
 
The IS Executive Committee would like us to update the “Sponsors of Continuing 
Education Programs for Library Instruction” Web site. Members of the committee had 
ideas about alternative ways to disseminate this info, such as using blogs, but for this 
year, we will stick to the Web site.  
 
We will: 

• Try to highlight ACRL opportunities 
• Drop the individual links to library schools, and simply link to ALA’s listing 
• Look for more national and regional groups not currently included 
• Think about metropolitan groups, which seem to be mostly absent from the 

current list 
• Be open to including national groups that are not solely for librarians, like 

Educause 
 
We will get the updated page done by the Annual. Committee members should send 
their individual updates to our listserv by April 15, and Julie, as intern, will update the 
page. A rough outline of assignments for link-checking and proposing additional 
sponsors is as follows: 
 
Lori – New England 
Jody – Mid Atlantic 
Susan and Robin – West 
Julie – Minnesota and Wisconsin 
Michelle B.– Southwest and Louisiana 
Nancy – South 
Liz – Midwest, Colorado 
 
Lori has a state-by-state list, and may assign some tasks to the members who are 
absent. 
 
Lori adjourned the meeting at 3:00. The next committee meeting will be on Saturday, 
June 24, 2006 at the ALA Annual meeting on New Orleans.  
 



Action items 
Instruction Section, Education Committee 

Midwinter meeting 2006 
 

 
1. LORI and NANCY – Collect and tabulate evaluations from the IS Discussion Forum 
 
2. JULIE - Write up a short summary of the IS Discussion Forum and send to Lori 
 
3. LORI and LIZ – Check library schools at U of Puerto Rico and U of Montreal, 
respectively, for courses covering the topic of instruction 
 
4. LORI – Send out draft of article on instruction courses in library schools 
 
5. ALL – By February 15, send Lori comments about the article on instruction courses 
 
6. MICHELLE B. – Write a brief introduction for the article on instruction courses 
 
7. LORI – Send updated info on library schools and instruction courses to Julie 
 
8. JULIE – Make updates to Web site on library schools and instruction courses and 
submit new page to IS Web Administrators upon Executive Committee approval. 
 
9. ALL – For the Web site on sponsors on continuing education, check your assigned 
states and consider other appropriate national, regional or metropolitan groups. Report 
your findings to the listserv by April 15. 
 
10. JULIE - Make updates to Web site on sponsors on continuing education and submit 
new page to IS Webmasters upon Executive Committee approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


