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ACRL 

Instruction Section 

Discussion Group Steering Committee 

2006 ALA Midwinter 

 

Place: San Antonio, Marriott Rivercenter, Salon E 

Time: 1:30-3:30pm 

Date: Saturday January 21, 2006 

 

Committee Members Present:  

Carrie Forbes (intern), Bob Schroeder, Patience Simmonds, Rebecca Jackson (Co-chair) 

 

Committee Members Excused/Absent: 

Patrick Ragains (Co-Chair), Suhasini Kumar 

 

Observer: 

Gail Gradowski, Santa Clara University, ggradowski@scu.edu 

Jennifer Dorner (Vice-Chair/Chair Elect of IS) sat in on the meeting to answer questions 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

 

II. Advisory Council Meeting Summary 

a. About 88 people attended the IS Soiree on Friday evening. An evening 

soiree will replace the usual dinner at all future ALA conferences. 

b. An IS Mentor Program Task Force has been set up to look at the 

possibility of starting a mentoring program just for IS members. A 

recommendation will be made to the Executive committee in March.   

c. The new committee structure will be in place after ALA Annual New 

Orleans. Reminder to non-continuing members to fill out the committee 

volunteer form by Feb. 15 if they wish to be reappointed to this or any 

other IS committee. 

d. 2006 ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans will be June 22-28
th
. 

 

II. Charge of the Committee 

a. Current Issue Discussion Groups provide a way for IS members to 

introduce instruction-related topics of importance to initiate discussion and 

encourage further research.  This committee will sponsor chosen 

discussion groups. Previously, discussion forums were sponsored by 

individual committees at Midwinter. The Future of the Instruction Section 

Task Force recommended that more activities be available for members, 

particularly new members, so the discussion group steering committee was 

set up to encourage IS members who are not committee members to 

participate in IS activities. 

b. After issuing a call for discussion group proposals, we will pick 3 

proposals to recommend to the Executive Committee. There will be 2 

discussion groups at Annual each an hour long.  
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III. Discussion of Calls for Proposals for Discussion Groups 

a. Make call for proposals over ILI-L. 

 

IV. Discussion of Timeline for Proposals and Acceptances 

a. Call will be issued by Feb. 10, proposals due by March 10, 

recommendations made to Exec. on March 22, April 3
 
selections and 

appointments made 

b. Timeline for implementation for this year’s annual meeting  will be much 

shorter than the general timeline.  

c. Discussion ensued about the timeline for future calls for proposals. Does 

the current timeline give too much time? A different timeline could be 

proposed to Jennifer Dorner. 

d. Proposed timeline 

Round Two 

Call issued: March 15 

Proposals due: May 1 

Recommendations sent to Exec: May 22 

Selections and appointments made: June 1 or before Annual 

Discussion held at ALA-Midwinter 

 

Round One (start of normal cycle) 

Call issued: Oct. 1 

Proposals due: Nov. 15 

Recommendations sent to Exec: Dec. 15 

Selections and appointments made: Jan. 1 or before Midwinter 

Discussion held at ALA Annual 

e. Discussion groups will be held at ALA Annual 2006 on Sunday 6/25 from 

10:30-11:30 and 11:30-12:30. 

f. Corrections and additions were suggested for the current Call for 

Proposals document. 

 

V. Discussion of Criteria for Acceptance 

a. Timely, relevant, current, practical, evidence that there is a new take on an 

idea, evidence of knowledge of the topic, clear focus 

b. Do we want a theme for the proposals? One practical and one theoretical? 

c. Proposals will be sent out as they come in. Each person will give their top 

three choices. With the first couple of proposals, we will need to discuss 

rating them so that we can make sure we are all assessing them in a similar 

fashion. A ratings rubric could be created after our initial discussions. 

 

VI. Other 

a. Jennifer recommended that we work on a tips document for discussion 

leaders. 

b. Bob recommended that certain committee members mentor discussion 

leaders and be available for questions. 



Discussion Group Steering Committee Page 3 3/1/2006  

c. We might want to come up with a template for a “Current Issue Digest”.  

Look at ERIC digest for a model. 

 

VII. Summary and Action Plan 

a. Rebecca will make changes to the call for proposals and send out for 

feedback. 

b. Members will be sure to promptly evaluate proposals as they come in. 

c. Future projects will involve a template for a “Current Issue Digest” and a 

tips sheet for discussion leaders.  

 

Submitted by, 

Carrie Forbes (intern) 

 

 

 

 


