
ACRL, Instruction Section, Professional Education Committee  
ALA Annual meeting 
1:30-3:30 pm 6/24/06 
New Orleans, LA 
 
Present: Michelle Boule, Lori DuBois (chair), Julie Kelly (recorder), Rudy Leon, Suchi Mohanty, 
Nancy Reinhold. 
 
Members absent and excused: Jody Caldwell, Liz Evans, Robin Lockerby, Michelle Millet, 
Susan Shepherd 
 
Guests: LaVerne Gray 
 
Lori called the meeting to order and introductions were made. 
 
1. Report from the IS Advisory Council 
 
Lori reported on several topics covered at the IS Advisory Council meeting, including 
 

o Election results 
o Challenges of conference scheduling, most of which is out the control of the Section 
o Changes in the structure of the IS discussion groups – any member may now submit an 

idea 
o Ilene Rockman’s name will now be part of the IS publication award 

 
2. 2005/2006 projects 
 
A. Library School article and Web site 
 
In 2004/2005, the committee began work on an article about instruction courses being taught in 
library schools. Our committee continued work on it during 2006, but it was decided not to 
proceed with it, as an updated literature review turned up a very similar article.  
 
We did work on updating the section of the IS Web site that lists instruction classes with links to 
course descriptions and syllabi, if available. A link may be found on this committee’s Web site, 
or at http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/webpages/educationa/libraryschools.htm 
 
B. Web site on sponsors of continuing education opportunities 
 
This year our committee used a wiki to produce an updated version of the list of groups, by 
state, which offer instruction-related continuing education sessions. We used publicly available 
wiki software, although we have recently learned that ALA is testing one, with LITA as the first 
group to try it out. Michelle B. will follow up with the ALA/LITA office. 
 
Concerns about spam on a public wiki were discussed, and we wondered how easy it would be 
to move material from one wiki to another. 
 
It was noted that each year this committee should update this material. We briefly discussed 
ways to divide up the states to make the yearly transition between committees a bit more 
smooth. 
 



 
 
3. Discussion of 2006/2007 projects 
 
The incoming IS chair, Jennifer Dorner, has a project in mind to help library school students 
advocate for more instruction classes in their programs. She would like to develop a toolkit that 
includes sample syllabi and data that reflects the value of the courses to new graduates, and 
she would like IS members to serve as volunteers for this effort. The idea of including both 
theory and practical application in these courses would be emphasized, and best practices 
would be a part of the toolkit. 
 
While the idea is not completely developed yet, a number of ideas were discussed, including: 
 

o Whether the toolkit would be in print or in electronic format 
o Could this be promoted to distance education programs at the yearly gathering many of 

them have? 
o Might administrators be interested in how instruction experience would help their 

graduates get jobs? 
o An analysis of job ads might show the demand for new graduates with some instruction 

experience 
o Should we consider instruction fellowships or certificates? 
o Teacher education might have some good models for us 
o Compare our time currently spent on the Reference Desk and doing instruction - how 

does that compare with the number of credits library students take in Reference vs. 
instruction courses? 

 
The project has a relatively short timeline, with the $1000 the section has for the toolkit having 
to be spent by May 2007. 
 
Reminder: Surveys and other communication outside the committee needs Executive 
Committee and/or ACRL approval. 
 
 

Action items 
 

Instruction Section, Education Committee 
Annual meeting 2006 

 
Michelle B – contact ALA/LITA office about wiki software 
 
2006/2007 committee – update resource on sponsors of continuing education opportunities 
 
 
 


