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ALA Annual Meeting 2006 

Regular Committee Meeting 1 

 

Members Present: Claudia Ruediger (ch.), Amy Deuink, Krystal Lewis, Erin Ellis 

(intern) 

 

Members Absent: Katherine Smith 

 

Observers: Mary McDonald (IS Executive Committee Liaison), Anne-Marie Deitering 

(incoming intern) 

 

Minutes of 2006 Midwinter Conference Meeting: approved 

 

Introductions/Announcements: 

• Claudia handed out copies of documents from Advisory Council. 

• Reminder about the IS program, “Leadership for Learning: Building a Culture of 

Teaching in Academic Libraries” and the President’s Program. 

• The new IS committee rosters are posted on the web page. 

• Mary McDonald will continue as our liaison to IS Executive. 

 

Approval of Midwinter 2006 Minutes: 

• Minutes were informally approved through online discussion.  Amy made a 

formal motion to approve the minutes and Krystal seconded.  The minutes were 

approved. 

 

Additions/Changes to Agenda: 

• No changes or additions. 

 

IS Advisory announcements and discussion items: 

• Some IS committee charges were tweaked for 2006-2007.  They were made more 

specific and documentation and responsibilities were clarified. 

• A note was made that ALA meeting and program scheduling was confusing and 

inflexible.  In the future, the IS website will be the authority for times/locations at 

ALA conferences. 

• Advisory wants to know the technology needs of committees and what is being 

used (e.g., SurveyMonkey).  

o The ALA communities software has not been effectively implemented yet 

for wide use.  The community software is going to be tested by the IS 

Management and Leadership Committee. 



o Emerald has made a five year commitment to fund the Publications of the 

Year Award. 

o The award is to be named for Ilene Rockman. 

• There will be a four-six week rollover period for new members to be added to the 

listservs.  There will be some overlap with new and ‘rotating off’ members during 

this period. 

• ACRL made revisions to its strategic plan, prompting IS to revise theirs.  

o Membership will need to take this into account when we do our 2006-07 

planning document.  

 

IS Orientation program update: 

• There were 14 attendees, down from 35 last year.   

o This could be attributed to problems with ILI-L, the inaccuracy of the 

ALA program, and the room being difficult to find. 

Other thoughts: 

o Nametags were available for everyone. 

o Round robin really didn’t seem to go any better than last time.  This needs 

to be more closely monitored and people, perhaps, need to be forced to 

move. 

o The room was very small.  No greeting table was available.  There were 

only six tables with three committees sitting at each.  Very difficult to 

move around. 

o We only received four evaluations. 

o In the future, standard remarks and key information should be 

disseminated in the Introduction. 

o Amy suggested that discussion should be held about what IS can do for 

members, apart from just how to get involved. 

 

Soiree update: 

• We had 88 RSVP’s.  44 people showed up who had not RSVP’d.  30 nametags 

were not picked up.  The soiree attracted 21 first-time attendees.   

o This was the largest soiree we have had.  

o  It was suggested that next time we identify first-timers by placing a 

symbol on their nametags. 

• The soiree was announced late this year. 

• There were some attendees that asked to be paired with someone and didn’t get 

paired up.  

• It was a very crowded event as it coincided with a MARS event.  It was noted that 

perhaps we should contact the venue a week or so in advance to remind them that 

we are coming, so they are expecting us. 

• There was some difficulty in getting a greeting table set up and there was very 

little signage since we were not an official function. 

 

Projects: 

• Planning Document 



o Current planning document is online.  Committee members should review 

the current documents to determine any unfinished work or potential new 

items that should be addressed. 

• Dropped Member Survey 

o The new survey went live in March.  The number of surveys submitted 

varies by the time of year.  Between March and May, 39 surveys have 

been submitted. 

o Claudia continues to receive direct e-mails from dropped members.  The 

committee needs to consider how to capture this data. 

o Most oft-cited reasons for being dropped: problems affording the 

membership and having issues to needing to join ALA to join ACRL. 

o Committee members need to create a theme document for IS Executive 

enumerating survey comments. 

• Tips for Planning the IS Soiree 

o The committee discussed some questions about the role and 

responsibilities of Local Arrangements committee and the timeline.  

o Membership will continue to be responsible for nametags and the greeting 

table. 

o We should contact the venue a week or so in advance to remind them that 

we are coming, so they are expecting us. 

o The planning document will be revised, reviewed, and sent to Mary by end 

of July. 

 

Action Items 

 

 Member Responsible Due 

   

Send an e-mail to soiree 

attendees  

 

Claudia July 2006 

Send IS Measuring Success 

Form 

 

Claudia July 12, 2006 

Revise Tips for Planning 

the IS Soiree, get input from 

Michelle Millet and Lisa 

Janicke-Hinchliffe, and 

send to Mary McDonald 

 

Krystal July 2006 

Compile statistics from 

orientation evaluations 

 

Erin July 2006 

Record minutes of meeting 

 

Erin July 11, 2006 

Input committee volunteer 

forms in web form 

All members July 2006 



Review Membership's 

2005-06 planning document 

& send suggestions for 

2006-07 document to 

Claudia & Amy  

All members September 2006 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 3:30pm.  Next meeting to be held in Seattle, WA at 

the 2007 ALA Midwinter Conference. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Erin Ellis, Intern 

 

 


