
ACRL Instruction Section 
Emerging Technologies in Instruction Committee Meeting 
2006 ALA Annual Conference: New Orleans, LA 
 
Saturday, June 24, 2006 1:30-3:30 pm 
 
Present: Susan Vega García (co-chair), Terrence Bennett, Carole Svensson, Courtney 
Greene, Michael Pasqualoni, Melissa Prescott, Barbara Petersohn, Britt Fagerheim 
(intern) 
 
Excused: Mark Szarko (co-chair), Kate Adams, Sharon Elteto, Jennifer Sharkey, Jennifer 
Knievel (virtual member) 
 
Visitor: Melissa Koenig (executive liaison) 
 

I. No additions or changes to the agenda. 
 

II. Announcements 
• Terrence Bennett and Susan Vega García will be co-chairs of the new PRIMO 

committee. 
• Mark Szarko will be the chair of the new Instructional Technologies committee. 

 
III. Online Community Software 

• Software being investigated by IS section.  The IS Management & Leadership 
committee will test pilot the software for 6 months, and report back to IS. 

• Emerging Technologies in Instruction committee currently uses Yahoo Groups for 
its listserv, online communication, and storage capabilities.  Members agreed 
that Yahoo Groups has worked well for our committee work. 

• IS committees are encouraged to investigate free “online community” software, 
if they wish, and to include their IS Executive Committee liaison in all 
communications so that IS knows what software is being investigated. 
 

IV. Future of Committee 
• This is the final meeting of the ACRL IS Emerging Technologies in Instruction 

Committee.  After Annual 2006, the committee will split into two new committees 
- the PRIMO committee, and the Instructional Technologies committee. 

• The new Instructional Technologies committee will be comprised of 1 chair 
(Mark), plus 5 committee members - one of whom is an intern, one of whom is 
virtual.  The new PRIMO committee will be comprised of two co-chairs (Terrence 
and Susan), plus 9 members.  There will be no intern for PRIMO; that committee 
will need to decide who will do the markup for the Site of the Month interviews. 
Likely this will be a regular task. 

• Many members from the current Emerging Technologies committee will continue 
on either the PRIMO or Instructional Technologies committees.   

• PRIMO will be an all-virtual committee, which means PRIMO committee members 
(other than the co-chairs) will not be required to attend ALA conferences 
because of their committee membership.  There will be no formal or required 
PRIMO meetings held during ALA conferences. 



• Perhaps need a Best Practices or a tips/guidelines document to aid people with 
communicating online without being misinterpreted. 

• If a committee needs more members, request with Executive Committee liaison. 
 

V. PRIMO:  Spring 2006 review 
• Four project were accepted, 22% acceptance rate 
• Submitted projects are first reviewed by co-chairs to verify they are in scope, 

before being assigned to committee members to review.  This review round, two 
projects were determined to be out of scope.  After discussion, committee 
members agreed that the wording on the PRIMO submission page and the 
selection criteria are clear, and need not be changed.  If more out of scope 
projects are submitted in the future, the wording may need to be reviewed.   

• A possible project for the new PRIMO committee might be updating URLs of 
older projects in the database, and possibly “weeding.”  
 

VI. PRIMO database 
• There are still problems with the PRIMO database, mainly with the text boxes on 

the committee member project review form, the survey form, and the project 
submission form.   

• Susan and Mark continue to work with ALA developers to report and fix the 
database problems. 

• ALA is looking into moving Access databases (such as the PRIMO database) to 
SQL; Etech co-chairs have not heard any details about this.  Executive liaison 
Melissa Koenig said it would be important to address the current database 
problems and make sure to fix these, and not migrate these same problems to 
any SQL version of the database. 
 

VII. Site of the Month (SOM) interviews 
• Britt Fagerheim: volunteered to do the September SOM 
• Courtney Greene: volunteered to do the October SOM 
• November and December SOMs will be assigned later 

 
VIII. Tips & Trends 

• All completed Tips & Trends are available on website.  
• The Tips & Trends project was difficult to get started, but it has evolved and now 

has really taken off!   
• This project will be continued by the Instructional Technologies committee.  Mark 

will continue the discussions with committee members. 
• Members suggested creating guidelines and consistent examples, perhaps 2-3 

guiding questions, co-authorship, perhaps expand interview sections, keep 
“additional resources” section. 

• Recent ACRL member survey showed that members do not like the silos into 
which committees are divided. Perhaps the Instructional Technologies committee 
can partner with other projects, such as LITA’s Top Technology Trends. 
 

 
 
 



IX. ACRL/CNI/Educause Virtual Conference presentation report 
• Melissa Prescott, Jennifer Sharkey, and Terrence Bennett presented, Mark Szarko 

and Susan Vega García moderated. Title was “Are they looking, listening or 
learning? Best practices and trends in information literacy tutorials.” 

• Presenters thought it was an interesting format for imparting information, 
thought-provoking, and an interesting experience. 

• Over 90 attendees logged in during the session. 
• Mark investigated whether the presentation could be posted or linked on the 

committee’s website.  It turns out that conference sessions on the ACRL website 
are password-protected and content is accessible only to attendees.  A note 
could be added to the committee’s website, at least stating that committee 
members presented at the conference. 
 

X. Follow-up Discussion on Other repositories of Learning Objects 
• At the committee’s Midwinter meetings, the idea of linking PRIMO to web lists of 

Learning Objects repositories was discussed.  After Midwinter, Mark and Susan 
looked into this more.  They decided that this would be problematic, for 
copyright and intellectual property reasons.   

• PRIMO is a database of best practices, and accepted projects are not necessarily 
Learning Objects meant to be freely shared out and adapted – perhaps without 
credit or permission. 

 
XI.  Other 

• Michael Pasqualoni distributed a handout about a project at Syracuse University: 
S.O.S. for Information Literacy. This project focuses on learning motivation. 

 
XII.  Party!   

• Committee members will meet after the opening session for dinner, drinks, 
conversation, and relaxing. 

 


