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ACRL 

Instruction Section 

Discussion Group Steering Committee 

2006 ALA Annual 

 

Place: New Orleans, New Orleans Marriott, Acadia 

Time: 1:30-3:30pm 

Date: Saturday June 24, 2006 

 

Committee Members Present:  

Rebecca Jackson (co-chair), Pat Ragains (co-chair), Carrie Forbes (intern), Gail 

Gradowski, Bob Schroeder, Patience Simmonds 

 

Committee Members Excused/Absent: 

Suhasini Kumar 

 

Visitor: 

Nancy Snyder (Intern 2006/2007), Austin Peay State Univ., snydern@apsu.edu.    

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

 

II. Advisory Council Meeting Summary 

a. Community online software has been setup and tried for the IS section. 

What functions do IS committees think the software would be used for? 

Sharing documents, virtual meetings, bulletin boards, archiving of old 

messages and wikis were discussed. 

b. IS Soiree had over 100 people in attendance! 

c. IS has received permission from ALA to change the Publication Award to 

the Ilene F. Rockman Publication Award. 

 

III. Selection of Discussion Groups for Midwinter ALA 

a. Discussed the 10 proposals that we received for ALA Midwinter Seattle. 

b. Selected three proposals to send to the executive committee- e-learning, 

digital gaming and library skills quizzes. A proposal on two and four year 

college instruction was chosen as an alternate. 

c. Gail Gradowski and Carrie Forbes volunteered to be contacts for the 

discussion group conveners for Midwinter. 

 

IV. Discussion of the first discussion group process 

a. The Call for Proposals application form should include wording that 

requires proposal authors to specify questions they would use to keep the 

discussion moving. 

b. Discussed the technology and room setup needs of conveners. This 

information needs to be included in the tips document.  We should be sure 

to emphasize the discussion aspect and not encourage the use of 

technology as this would turn it into a presentation. 
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c. Brief discussion on how the Current Issues Digest should be posted on the 

Web.  Pat will look for the IS Webmaster requirements. It was also 

mentioned that the Current Issues Digest will change based on the 

comments of participants. The first digest may not need to be posted on 

the Web, but only over ILI-L. 

 

V. Selection Criteria 

a. We should add to the proposal document that conveners must include 

strategies to structure and maintain a group discussion including specific 

questions that they would use to keep the discussion moving. 

b. The selection criteria that we developed at Midwinter should be added to 

the Call for Proposals (timely, relevant, current, practical, evidence that 

there is a new take on an idea, evidence of knowledge of the topic, clear 

focus). 

c. We are looking for proposals that talk about new and emerging ideas and 

are less interested in topics that have been covered many times.   

d. The difference between a discussion group and a presentation was also 

emphasized by many members. 

 

VI. Review of Timeline 

a. The group approved the new timeline that was suggested by Jennifer. 

b. Round One 

Call issued: September 1 

Proposals due: October 15 

Selections and Appointments made: November 30 

Discussion Held at ALA Annual 

 

Round Two 

Call issued: April 1 

Proposals due: May 15 

Selections and Appointments made: June 30 

Discussion Held at ALA Midwinter 

 

VII. Other 

a. At the Discussion Group, Pat will introduce the committee members, 

explain the new structure, and mention that a Call for Proposals will be 

issued in Sept. for ALA Annual. Bob will introduce the discussion leaders. 

 

VIII. Summary and Action Plan 

a. Rebecca will send our selections for Midwinter to the executive committee 

via email.   

b. The Call for Proposals description should be updated to include our 

selection criteria.   

c. The Proposal Form should be updated with an additional sentence asking 

authors to list specific questions that they would use to keep the discussion 

moving. 
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d. We may also wish to update the Tips document to stress the importance of 

properly structuring and maintaining a discussion group and emphasize 

that it is not intended to be a presentation. Room setup and available 

technology should also be put into the Tips document.  

 

 

Submitted by, 

Carrie Forbes (intern) 

 

 

 

 


