
ACRL Instruction Section 
Advisory Council II 
2005 ALA Midwinter Conference – Boston, Massachusetts 

 
Monday, January 17, 2005, 9:30-11:00 am 
Hilton Boston Back Bay, Maverick B Room 

 
Members Present:  Beth Ashmore, Susan Beck, Ellysa Stern Cahoy, Lori DuBois, Elizabeth Dupuis, 
Susanna Eng, Marsha Forys, Helen Georgas, Keith Gresham, Jill Grogg, Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe, 
Christopher Hollister, Ellen Keith, Jennifer Knievel, Sarah McDaniel, Brian Quigley, Nancy Seamans, 
Tammy Siebenberg, Theresa Valko, Kendra Van Cleave, Clay Williams, Beth Woodard 
 
Members Excused: Regan Brumagen, Patricia Durisin Barbera, Kathleen Gallagher, Courtney Greene, 
Kathy Magarrell, Kate Manuel, Debbie Tenofsky, Lynn Westbrook 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
 
II. Call for Additions and Revisions to the Agenda 

A. Add feedback on the ballroom arrangement for committee meetings 
 
III. Announcements  

A. 2005 ACRL National Conference, Preconference Program (Beth Ashmore) 
1. IS is co-sponsoring “Information Literacy in the Disciplines” with Science and 

Technology Section.  The Teaching Methods Committee is working on finishing a 
website to accompany program. 

B. 2005 ACRL National Conference, Panel Program (Clay Williams for Kate Manuel) 
1. Instruction for Diverse Populations is putting on a panel presentation on teaching to 

diverse populations.  This panel is an outgrowth of the IDP Bibliography. 
C. 2005 ALA Annual, Preconference Program (Ellen Keith) 

1. Program Title: Instructional Design: Tools, Techniques and Strategies, scheduled as a 
full day preconference on Friday, June 24 

2. Keynote speaker is Jim Russell from Purdue University’s Center for Instructional 
Excellence; will have breakout sessions on various topics. 

3. Website has the most up-to-date information and an announcement will be going out 
on ILI-L. 

D. 2005 ALA Annual, Conference Program (Nancy Seamans) 
1. Program Title: Teaching, Learning, and Leading: Key Roles for Librarians in the 

Academic Community, scheduled for Sunday, June 26 1:30-3:30 
2. Will be a participative program with Maryellen Weimer, author of Learner-Centered 

Teaching, as speaker and Randy Hensley as moderator. 
E. 2005 ALA Annual Instruction Section Orientation (Ellysa Stern Cahoy) 

1. Program Title: Getting Involved in the Instruction Section, scheduled for Saturday, 
11:30-12:30 (same time as new chair orientation) 

2. Beth Woodard pointed out that there was once an orientation when the Section was 
BIS, with a member orientation at 8:00 on Saturday, an orientation for committee 
members at 11:30, and information booths at the program. 

3. May use similar format as Library Administration and Management Association’s 
orientation  

4. The committee chair should attend and bring information about the committee’s 
projects; other committee members welcome too. 



5. An Orientation may help to dispel the perception that IS is insular and show what 
work committees are doing. 

IV. Reports from Midwinter Programs 
A. Management of Instruction Services Committee’s Bright Ideas (Helen Georgas) 

1. Evaluations were positive; 45 attendees 
2. Negative comments about the size of the room and discussion time being too short 
3. Room was too small for the jigsaw method; there were 6 topics, but only 4 tables 
4. Advice from Exec to Committee chairs:  rooms are usually set-up for the day at the 

beginning of the day.  Try to scope out room early in the day; if it does not match 
what was requested, we can try to work with ACRL to get it changed.  Perhaps chairs 
should be given copies of the room reservations so that they can also confer with 
hotel staff on problem rooms. 

B. Teaching Methods Committee (Beth Ashmore) 
1. 47 attendees 
2. Discussion was good and there were many new faces 
3. Most useful comment for improving session: provide handout with discussion 

questions on the tables. 
C. Discussion Forum: Research and Scholarship and Education Committee (Christopher 

Hollister) 
1. 60 attendees 
2. Lively Q&A after panelist presentations 
3. Lynn Westbrook collected evaluations forms and will share results. 

 
V. Discussion Items 

A. Observations of IS of the Future Discussion Forum  
1. Many had not read the report before the event, but were still able to have a productive 

discussion 
2. Some committees discussed report 

a. Communications: focused on the sections on communication issues 
b. Awards: liked the proactive approach suggested and will be asking 

publishers for lists of newly published IL books to find nominees for the 
Publication Award 

c. Emerging Technologies: no one felt threatened by the conversion to a 
discussion group since PRIMO would become a committee. 

d. Policy: Agreed that Planning and Policy should be one committee 
e. Planning: Wondered why Policy and Planning were split in the first place.  

Possibly split when strategic planning became a bigger emphasis.  Policy 
used to review publications. 

3. Concern expressed about changing subject standing committees to discussion groups 
since many promotion and tenure groups look for the word committee. 

B. Technology Issues 
1. Web Administration 

a. Having two people manage the site has been working out well.  It is a 
manageable job for two people.  Also helpful to have two people on different 
coasts. 

b. Not many technical issues at this point, except pages are appearing with 
different fonts; the web administrators are trying to correct that with ACRL. 

c. All committees have been charged with creating a committee web page this 
year.  Do not send web pages in Microsoft Word format.  Exec is doing final 
approval of “Tips for Creating Committee Web Pages” and will announce the 
URL on Advisory list when available. 



2. Planning Forms 
a. When forms are submitted to Tammy, the goal is repeated. The bug in the 

script will be fixed when the forms are revised in conjunction with the review 
of the planning process. 

3. Emerging Technologies 
a. Has made progress in moving the PRIMO database to the ALA server.  Will 

get data to contact at ALA by February 1 and hope to have it ready for use by 
the next round of reviews in May. 

b. Exec cautioned other committees not to propose database-related projects 
until we have had enough experience with databases on the ALA server. 

4. ILI-L 
a. There is new list management software 
b. BI-L archive has been loaded and Drew is working on writing instructions 

for searching. 
5. Membership 

a. Is experimenting using SurveyMonkey for online surveys.  The free version 
of the tools seems to be sufficient for current surveys.  Membership will be 
submitting a report detailing their experience and recommendations for 
further use by other committees. 

6. Listservs to support programs 
a. If your committee is thinking about using listservs or other technologies to 

encourage discussion with program participants (not committee members) 
before or after conferences, please tell your Exec liaison so that we can make 
sure we can get the technology/technical support needed. 

C. Committee Chair’s Role, Timing, and Needs  
1. Exec is working on an FAQ for committee chairs and committee members.  

Discussion of what chairs would have liked to have known earlier: 
a. Need to know more information about deadlines—especially for 

preconferences and conferences; had no knowledge of early, early bird 
registration 

b. Need to know more about the planning process 
i. Planning forms are submitted to the Planning Committee, which 

compiles the forms by strategic plan goal and committee, and 
submits to the IS Chair.   

ii. Discussed possibly having form sent to Planning chair as well as 
Exec Liaison or requiring committee chairs to send it to their Exec 
Liaison for feedback before submitting the online form. 

iii. Wanted more information about planning process at New Leadership 
Orientation. 

iv. Didn’t know what projects the committee should be working on 
when they were filling out planning form. 

v. Getting the planning documents from previous year would be 
helpful. 

c. Need to know more about what things need to be approved by Exec 
i. All publications are approved by Exec or Exec liaison.  See 

Publications Manual 
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/organizationacrl/publicationpol
ic/tablecontents1.htm] for definitions of the types of publications. 

d. Need to know what committee processes and projects can be changed, and 
which changes require approval. 

e. Need to know more about Exec’s role and obligations to ACRL. 

http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/organizationacrl/publicationpol


  
D. LOEX Report (Theresa Valko, LOEX Director) 

1. Currently planning conferences for 2005, 2006, and 2007 
a. 2005 Louisville, registration begins at 1:00 Feb. 11  
b. 2006 Baltimore 
c. 2007 Southern California (no LOEX of the West this year) 

2. Web site was redesigned; looking into getting own server instead of being part of Eastern 
Michigan University site 

3. Working on an IMLS grant to create an instruction database like MERLOT and PRIMO 
for learning objects, lesson plans, materials for teaching, and other materials LOEX has 
traditionally collected.  Items would be donated items that are permanently housed and 
cataloged, not web sites. 

a. Grant application is due February 1, hope to hear by April/May and begin project 
in September 2005 with September 2006 as the launching date. 

b. Working with library schools for cataloging and database development. 
c. Rachel Chang is the P.I. for the project. 
d. Hopes to market the database through IS and ACRL. 

 
E. Feedback about Ballroom Arrangement for Committee Meetings 

1. Difficult to hear when committee needed two tables. 
2. Would have worked better if tables were rectangles that could be moved together more 

easily. 
3. Would be better to have just IS committees meeting in the room instead of multiple 

ACRL sections 
4. Would be better if meeting times were the same or, after the committee meeting ended, 

people were asked to move to the hall to talk—noise level increased as meetings started 
and ended at different times. 

5. Needed schedule of meetings for each table so that committees could move to 
unscheduled tables in another part of the room, if needed. 

6. Would have liked to have a wall near table to post flip chart paper to enable discussions 
7. Would like to have tables labeled with numbers and name of committee to encourage 

people to more easily select which tables to visit 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Lori DuBois 
IS Secretary 


