
ACRL Instruction Section 
Advisory Council I  
2005 ALA Midwinter Conference -- Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Saturday, January 15, 2005, 9:30-11:00 am 
Hynes Convention Center, Room 311 

 
Members Present:  Beth Ashmore, Susan Beck, Regan Brumagen, Ellysa Stern Cahoy, Lori DuBois, 
Elizabeth Dupuis, Susanna Eng, Kathleen Gallagher, Helen Georgas, Keith Gresham, Jill Grogg, Lisa 
Janicke Hinchliffe, Christopher Hollister, Ellen Keith, Jennifer Knievel, Sarah McDaniel, Kathy 
Magarrell, Brian Quigley, Nancy Seamans, Tammy Siebenberg, Debbie Tenofsky, Theresa Valko, 
Kendra Van Cleave, Scott Walter, Clay Williams, Beth Woodard 
 
Members Excused: Patricia Durisin Barbera, Marsha Forys, Courtney Greene, Kate Manuel, Lynn 
Westbrook 
 
Visitors: Jennifer Dorner, Dena Marger 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 

II. Format of Advisory Council Meetings  
 

A. The IS of the Future Report recommended designing Advisory Council agendas to encourage 
more discussions and fewer committee reports.  This meeting’s agenda was designed with 
this recommendation in mind. 

 
III. Call for Additions and Revisions to the Agenda 

  
A. No additions or revisions were made. 

 
IV. Old Business 

A. Approval of IS Advisory Minutes from 2004 ALA Annual  
1. Minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 

B. List of Executive Committee Actions (July – December)  
1. List was provided as information. 

C. Review of Executive Committee Liaison Roles 
1. Elizabeth Dupuis reminded committee chairs that their Exec liaison is available to 

answer any questions, provide advice about projects in between conferences, and act 
as a communication mechanism for bringing questions and items that require 
approval to Exec. 

D. Upcoming Deadlines  
1. Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe gave an overview of the appointment process. 

a. Appointment forms for renewing appointment on same committee 
(maximum of 4 years on same committee) or changing to a new committee 
are due by February 10. 

b. Committee chairs should recommend people on the committee who would 
make good chairs. 

c. Appointments are made in February and March and start after ALA Annual 
2005. 

d. 3 committees get 70% of the volunteers.  IS members who want to be on a 
committee should indicate that they are willing to serve on any committee. 

2. Tammy Siebenberg reviewed Planning process 



a. Two weeks after conference, chairs need to complete the Midwinter Progress 
Report 

b. Planning compiles these reports by strategic plan goal and committee and 
forwards to the IS chair.  The chair shares this information with the rest of 
Exec. 

3. Lori DuBois reminded chairs that minutes need to be submitted to the committee for 
review within two weeks of the conference.  Interns should send approved minutes to 
Lori (Lori.A.DuBois@williams.edu). 

V. Announcements (20 min) 
A. ACRL Sections Council (Elizabeth Dupuis) 

1. ACRL Virtual Meetings Task Force submitted their report at the end of the year.  The 
Virtual Meetings FAQ is a summary of the issues which ACRL plans to put on their 
web site after Midwinter. 

2. ALA and ACRL Boards are considering increasing dues.  It has been 15 years since 
ACRL last increased dues.  If the measure passes, it will go to the membership ballot. 

3. ACRL has purchased online community software that they hope to implement this 
spring. 

4. ACRL and ALA are reconsidering timing of conference meetings, particularly no-
conflict times.  They are also working on reducing costs of meeting rooms by 
scheduling committee meetings at tables in ballrooms.  Many IS committee meetings 
were scheduled like this for Midwinter. At Advisory II we will discuss how this 
arrangement worked. 

B. Slate of Candidates for 2005-2006 (Beth Woodard) 
1. Nominating announced the following as the slate: 

a. Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Jennifer Dorner and Rebecca Jackson 
b. Secretary: Melissa Koenig and Melissa Becher 
c. Member-at-Large: Terry Taylor and Mary MacDonald 

C. 2004-2005 Task Forces (Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe) 
1. A number of task forces have been appointed this year: 

a. Proficiencies for Instruction Librarians, chair Clara Fowler 
b. Analysis of Instructional Environment, chair Beth Woodard 
c. Publication Review, chair Trudi Jacobson 

D. Midwinter Discussion Forum – Research & Scholarship/Education (Christopher 
Hollister) 
1. Program Title: Agents of Change: How Instruction Librarians Can Use the National 

Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) to Promote Information Literacy on Campus.  
It will be held Sunday from 4:30-5:30 in the Sheraton, Back Bay A.  Speakers are 
Tom Kirk, Polly Boruff-Jones and Amy Mark. 

2. IS committees have a rotating responsibility of presenting a Midwinter Discussion 
Forum on a topic related to their committee.  It is always co-sponsored with the 
Education Committee. 

E. Management of Instruction Services’ Bright Ideas Session (Helen Georgas) 
1. Program Title: Teachin’ the Teachers: Developing Effective Training and 

Professional Development Programs for Instruction Librarians. It will be held Sunday 
from 9:30-11:00 at the Wyndham Wilbur Room.   

 
F. Teaching Methods’ Brainstorming (Beth Ashmore) 

1. Program Title: Economic, Legal, and Social Issues, Oh My! Information Literacy 
Standard #5 in Practice.  It will be held Sunday from 2-4 in the Sheraton, Back Bay C 

G. Spring IS Newsletter Deadline (Jill Grogg) 
1. Deadline is March 11. 
2. Newsletters will be mailed in May (after ACRL National) 

VI. Discussion Items 
A. IS Soiree (Friday, 6-7:30p) 



1. Patty Durisin Barbera handled local arrangements for the Soiree 
2. 85 people registered to attend, 10 of those did not end up attending, 15 who had not 

registered attended 
3. 15 attendees were new; 13 requested an IS veteran to introduce them 
4. Attendance was typical of past dinners 
5. Question: why is the event scheduled for Friday nights (hard for people to attend who 

do not have meetings on Fridays) 
a. Friday night allows people to discuss what committees are doing and to 

invite new members to attend meetings on Saturday and Sunday. 
b. At Annual there are conflicts on Saturday and Sunday nights (opening 

conference reception and library school reunions) 
c. With this different format, it may be possible to move it to a different night at 

Midwinter 
d. With the Soiree earlier in the evening, it is possible to attend more than one 

event 
6. Positive comments on the format of the Soiree—easier to mingle and meet new 

people 
7. Suggestion to extend the social time at the beginning of the dinner at Annual so that 

people can come and mingle, but not stay for dinner. 
8. Membership will be doing a survey of attendees and non-attendees. 

 
B. IS of the Future Report and Discussion Forum (Saturday, 11-12:30p) 

1. Elizabeth Dupuis gave background on the IS of the Future report and discussion 
forum. 

2. Exec has a special meeting scheduled for Sunday to discuss the recommendations 
and hopes to use feedback from the forum to make some decisions. 

3. A summary of the decisions will be in the IS Newsletter and website. 
4. Exec has already made some decisions such as holding an orientation to the Section 

at Annual. 
VII. Questions and Discussions from the Floor 

A. Online Community Software:  
1. Will it be able to do surveys?  It does have a polling feature, but not sure how it will 

be implemented.  ALA has an opt-in policy, so it may only reach members who 
choose to sign up.  

2. Does it archive committee communications?  Yes, but it does not include 
attachments; threaded discussion can be directed to e-mail account. 

3. Not sure how many communities IS would be able to have (may not be able to have 
one for each committee). 

4. Would be a members-only site, but not sure whether it would be IS members only or 
ALA members in general. 

B. Virtual Meetings 
1. Members expressed support for virtual meetings. 
2. Few committee chairs felt their committees could function well without an in-person 

meeting at Midwinter.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Lori DuBois 
IS Secretary 


