
ACRL Instruction Section 
Planning Committee Meeting 
2005 ALA Annual Conference – Chicago, IL 
 
Saturday, June 25, 2005, 1:30- 3:00 pm  
Chicago Marriott Downtown, Chicago D Room 
 
Committee Members Present:  Beth Blanton-Kent; Kathleen “Kathy” Hoeth; Elizabeth “Liz” 
Kocevar-Weidinger; Marian “Marnie” Hampton; Tammy Siebenberg (ch); Paul Hrycaj (intern) 
  
Virtual Members (not present): Barbara J. Nail-Chiwetalu 
 
Meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were not read. 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
 

• Tammy Siebenberg (Chair) welcomed the committee members, and all were introduced. 
 

• Tammy will continue as chair for the coming year and Liz and Beth will continue as 
committee members.  Paul has been appointed as a full committee member.  Kathy, Marnie, 
and Barbara have completed their terms and were thanked for their service. 

 
II. Review Agenda and Call for Additions or Changes 
 

• The meeting agenda was reviewed.  No additions or changes were made. 
 
III. Chair's Report of IS Advisory Council I 
 

• The Instruction Section has a new brochure, which Tammy passed around to Planning 
Committee members. 

 
• There were 67 attendees of the Instruction Section Dinner on Friday (June 24) night.  The 

Instruction Section is considering moving to having only an IS Soiree (like the IS Soiree at 
the 2005 Midwinter Meeting).  A survey will be going out to test this idea. 

 
• The Teaching Methods Committee had a pre-conference session with the Science and 

Technology section and presented there a web page they created, “Information Literacy in 
the Disciplines.” 
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/projectsacrl/infolitdisciplines/index.htm 

 
• The Teaching Methods Committee is having a Brainstorming Session today from 3:30-4:30, 

in the Wabash Parlor of the Palmer House Hilton. 
 



• A Public Review of Decisions related to the IS of the Future Recommendations will take 
place today at 5 p.m. at the Wabash Parlor of the Palmer House Hilton after the 
Brainstorming Session.  [See also http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/ 
iscommittees/webpages/executivea/IS_Public_Review_Document.pdf.] 

 
• The Instruction Section Program is tomorrow, titled “Teaching, Learning, and Leading: Key 

Roles for Librarians in the Academic Community,” from 1:30-3:30, at McCormick Place, 
Room S103. 

 
• The second IS Advisory Council meeting will take place on Monday, which Beth will attend 

in Tammy’s place. 
 

• ACRL is considering having a virtual conference in off years from its regular biennial 
meeting.  Tammy expressed concern about the cost.  Liz noted that such a virtual conference 
would be difficult to “attend” (given office distractions) and would be unhelpful from a 
promotion/ tenure standpoint, nor does there seem to be enough ACRL activity and material 
to justify such meetings.  A majority of the committee members agreed that these virtual 
conferences seem like a bad idea. 

 
• ACRL is also considering ending committee meetings at ALA Annual meetings so that 

programs could be attended.  Meeting work ordinarily done at Annual meetings would be 
done virtually. 

 
o Liz suggested that ACRL should consider looking at the work of CLS (College 

Library Section), which does almost all of its work virtually.  (They only have one 
face-to-face meeting a year, at ALA Annual.) 

 
o Tammy said that she would mention Liz’s idea about checking the work of CLS to 

Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe (Chair-Elect of the Instruction Section). 
 

• ACRL is changing its planning and reporting timeline; it will need budget and planning 
information from the various sections by August 15th.  This change may affect the IS 
planning process. 

 
• ACRL has been set aside $50,000 for ACRL programs and projects.  The Instruction Section 

is looking for ideas for projects to take advantage of these funds. 
 

o Liz suggested that the Planning Committee could give a workshop for IS committee 
chairs on how to fill out Planning Process forms.  She said she thinks that the 
orientation session for chairs on how to deal with these forms isn’t sufficient.  This 
workshop could be scheduled on the Friday before the Annual Conference begins. 

 
IV. Committee Web Site 
 

• Tammy and the rest of the committee thanked Liz for her work on the Planning Committee 
web page. 



 
V. Committee Goals 
 

• One goal of the IS Planning Committee is to collect Initial Planning Reports from the other 
IS committees and compile this information.  This goal has been accomplished. 

 
• Another Planning Committee goal is to collect and edit Midwinter Progress Reports and 

submit the edited reports to the IS Chair.  These Reports have been submitted. 
 

• By July 15, Tammy should receive the Measuring Success forms from the IS committee 
chairs.  Tammy said she would compile these forms and send them to the IS Executive 
Committee. 

 
VI. Continuing and Future Activities of the Committee 
 

• Tammy said that it is possible that the Planning Committee will be collapsed into the Policy 
Committee, and that the planning process will once again be the responsibility of the Policy 
Committee.  This change would probably take effect for 2006/2007.  Tammy said that the 
primary job of the Planning Committee is to collect the planning forms, consolidate the 
information, and forward it to the IS Executive Committee.  Without other projects, this 
wasn’t much work for the Planning Committee to do.  [Post-meeting note:  The Public 
Review of Decisions document proposes merging Planning with the Communication 
Committee.] 

 
• The Planning Committee has been given a charge by the IS Executive Committee to submit 

recommendations for changes to the section’s planning process at this conference.  Tammy 
said that she is still working on the draft recommendations.  The recommendations 
document is to be to Debbie Tenofsky by Monday, June 27th.  Debbie will then take it to the 
Executive Committee meeting Tuesday morning, June 28th.  Tammy will also send a copy of 
the document to Planning Committee members and will forward any feedback from the 
Executive Committee. 

 
• Tammy shared with the committee comments she had received when discussing the 

committee’s proposed recommendations. 
 

o Following the committee’s Midwinter meetings, Tammy spoke with Beth Dupuis 
and Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe (current and incoming section chairs).  They said they 
would like to receive the Annual Planning Form earlier than it is now and 
recommended that the forms be submitted in August.  Tammy told the committee 
said she would incorporate into the recommendations document both the 
committee’s recommendation of a January submission date for the Annual Planning 
Form and the suggested August date. 

 
o Tammy said she had not heard a decision on the IS of the Future Task Force’s 

recommendation to have implement a chair/vice-chair system for Instruction Section 
committees. 



 
o Tammy mentioned the idea of eliminating the Midwinter Progress Report to Debbie.  

Debbie said she was a bit uncomfortable with this idea; she thought the committee 
chairs would need to be given very specific information if they were to report their 
progress informally, and the actual report might work better for this purpose. 

 
• The committee considered additional recommendations for the Planning Process. 

 
o Tammy suggested that a document template could be created to take the place of the 

current online fill-in forms. 
 

 The current forms are limited to four projects so a committee with more 
projects must submit a second form.  The current forms don’t provide an 
opportunity for reviewing and proofreading after they are completed.  They 
also require that the information entered on the Annual Planning Form must 
be re-entered on the Midwinter Progress Report and the Measuring Success 
Form; committee chairs have asked if there was a way to capture the 
information from the first form and automatically populate the other forms. 

 
 The suggested template could be a word-processing document that could 

easily be edited, proofread, and saved by committee chairs and re-used when 
the time came to report on progress and goals.  The template could list the IS 
Strategic Directions and the chairs could enter their committee goals under 
the appropriate Strategic Direction.  This might encourage committees to set 
goals that fit into the Strategic Plan rather than the committees creating their 
goals first and then trying to fit them after the fact to the Strategic Plan. 

 
 The other Planning Committee members agreed that this recommendation should be 
presented to the IS Executive Committee. 
 

o In addition to revisions to the language of the forms, Tammy added that the 
terminology of the SMART tutorial might also need to be changed. 
 

• Liz suggested that each member of the Planning Committee could be assigned to two IS 
committees to be a resource person for these committees for how to fill out the Planning 
Process forms.  This could be done in conjunction with or instead of the workshop suggested 
above (at the end of Section III). 

 
• The Executive Committee’s decisions concerning the Planning Process Recommendations 

will determine the direction of the Planning Committee for the coming year. 
 
There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Hrycaj, Instruction Section Planning Committee Intern 


