
ACRL Instruction Section  
Membership Committee Meeting 
2005 ALA Annual Conference—Chicago, IL 
 
Saturday, June 25, 2005, 1:30 – 3:30 pm. 
Chicago Downtown Marriott, Chicago D Room 
 

 
Members present:  Ellysa Stern Cahoy (ch), Amy L. Deuink, Becky Imamoto, Krystal M. 
Lewis, Claudia Ruediger 
 
Members absent:  Consuela Cline (Intern), Christina S. McGowan (excused) 
 
Visitors:  Lori DuBois (IS Executive Committee liaison), Katy Smith, Raik Zaghloul (incoming 
committee member) 
 
Announcements: 
 
IS Advisory Announcements and discussion items: 
A brief report was given re: Saturday’s Advisory meeting.  Committee members were reminded 
of upcoming IS-sponsored sessions, including the IS program, “Teaching, Learning and 
Leading” featuring Dr. MaryEllen Weimer. 
 
IS Dinner and survey update: 
There was an excellent turn out (65+ attendees) for the dinner.  The Committee agreed that the 
restaurant and cuisine choices were excellent, and appeared to be enjoyed by all.  Four new 
members were matched with veteran IS members at the dinner. 
 
Following Annual, a survey will be sent to all Dinner attendees, all active IS Committee 
members and Chairs, attendees at the 2004 IS Dinner in Orlando, and attendees at the 2005 
“Getting Involved in the Instruction Section” program.    Once the survey results have been fully 
tabulated, incoming Committee Chair Claudia Ruediger will send a report to the Executive 
Committee for consideration.  The Executive Committee will not make a decision as to whether 
the dinner/soiree structure will be changed for future conferences until Midwinter 2006. 
 
“Getting Involved in the Instruction Section” Program Update 
 
The Committee agreed that the program was a success, and was well attended by approximately 
55 – 60 people.  The Committee felt that Elizabeth Dupuis and Jennifer Knievel were both 
excellent speakers, and conveyed thanks and appreciation for their participation in the event.  
Committee Chair Ellysa Cahoy thanked all of the Committee members for their work on the 
event, with special thanks to Becky Imamoto for organizing the speakers.  Ellysa Cahoy will 
send a thank you letter to each of the speakers on behalf of the Committee.  
 



At the program, attendees filled out Committee Volunteer forms.  Ellysa Cahoy will have the 
forms entered online, all with the notation that they were completed at the IS Orientation 
program. 
 
Following are the Committee’s recommendations regarding the program: 
 

• Hold the program at Midwinter and Annual (at least for the coming year, as a test to see 
whether or not the program is needed and well-attended at both meetings.) 

• At the program, as Committee Chairs introduce themselves, ask Chairs to also briefly 
describe the function of their Committee. 

• Change the scheduling of the event so that it does not conflict with other Instruction 
Section meetings or programs.  Also make sure that the program does not overlap or 
conflict in any way with the NMRT orientation. 

• In general, keep the same format for future iterations of this program.  Attendees seemed 
to especially enjoy being able to circulate around the room and talk with different 
Committee Chairs / members 

• On the Program Evaluation Form, ask if attendees are representing a Committee, or are 
an interested member.  This will help to separate feedback from those attending the event 
as IS representatives, and those who attended out of personal interest.  Also, include a 
question asking attendees if they feel that the program should be held at both Midwinter 
and Annual. 

• Collate all program materials beforehand for easier distribution. 
• Make clearer announcements to attendees regarding program materials and what to do 

with them (many attendees were unsure about where to leave their Committee Volunteer 
Forms.) 

• If possible, ask for smaller tables at future program venues to facilitate easier 
conversation and more movement throughout the room. 

• At Committee appointment time (late fall/early winter) send a reminder to all past 
orientation program attendees encouraging them to fill out a Committee Volunteer Form 
for the coming academic year. 

 
Projects Updates” 
 
IS FAQ 
The IS FAQ is completed, and available at:  
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/webpages/membershipa/ISFaq.htm   Ellysa 
Cahoy thanked Committee member Christina McGowan for her work on the document. 
 
Membership Committee Web Page 
The Membership Committee web page is completed, and available at:  
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/webpages/membershipa/index.htm 
Ellysa Cahoy thanked Committee member Amy Deuink for her work on the document. 
 
Midwinter 2006 Social Event and 2005 IS Soiree Survey Results 
Ellysa Cahoy distributed copies of the IS Soiree survey results.  It was announced that the 
Executive Committee has decided to hold another Soiree-styled event at Midwinter, 2006.  As 



mentioned earlier, the final decision as to whether to permanently alter the IS Social Event 
structure will not be decided until after Midwinter 2006.  Until then, the Committee is 
encouraged to survey attendees (and selected non-attendees) immediately following each event, 
sharing the survey feedback and recommendations with the Executive Committee. 
 
Dropped Members Survey 
Ellysa Cahoy distributed copies of the dropped members survey report.  Committee members 
were concerned with the low rate of response on the survey (7%) and wondered how the overall 
response rate for future surveys could be increased.  Claudia Ruediger will look at the University 
Libraries Section dropped member survey for ideas as to how the current IS survey could be 
simplified and/or shortened. 
 
Surveymonkey.com (online survey tool) usage report 
Ellysa Cahoy distributed copies of the Survey Monkey report.  Discussion of the report centered 
on how use of surveymonkey.com will continue when Ellysa Cahoy’s term as Committee Chair 
expires following Annual, 2005.  The Committee agreed that incoming Chair Claudia Ruediger 
would establish a free, basic membership in Survey Monkey, and Ellysa Cahoy will transfer all 
existing IS survey’s to Claudia’s account.  In the future, the Committee will continue to stress to 
the Executive Committee the importance of maintaining an institutional (or organizational) 
membership in Survey Monkey, to avoid survey continuity problems due to Committee 
membership changes.  Krystal Lewis noted that the University of Illinois, Chicago maintains an 
institutional membership on Survey Monkey, and agreed to look into how that membership was 
established and is maintained. 
 
Additional Discussion: 
The Committee concluded its meeting with a short discussion on ideas for overall IS projects for 
the coming year.  Members felt that IS should focus on providing a formal mentoring program 
for new instruction librarians.  Members were also very enthusiastic about the idea of a traveling 
IS “road show’ that would present workshops and programs for state-level library instruction-
oriented organizations. 
 
Ellysa Cahoy concluded the meeting by thanking all of the Committee members for their 
productive hard work and dedication over the past academic year. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3 pm.   The Committee’s next meeting will be held in San Antonio, 
TX at the 2006 ALA Midwinter conference. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ellysa Stern Cahoy (for absent Committee intern, Consuela Cline) 

 



Action Items 
 

Item Member Responsible 
1.  Send IS Dinner survey to identified survey 
pool by July 7, 2005. 

Ellysa Cahoy 

2.  Send thank you letters to IS orientation 
program speakers by July 20, 2005 

Ellysa Cahoy 

3.  Forward IS Orientation program evaluation 
summary and overall program 
recommendations to Exec. Comm. By Aug. 15, 
2005. 

Ellysa Cahoy, Claudia Ruediger 

4.  Present request to Exec. to hold additional 
IS orientation program at Midwinter, 2006.  By 
August 15, 2005. 

Claudia Ruediger 

5.  Draft 2005 IS Dinner survey report and 
recommendations for Exec. Committee by 
Sept. 1, 2005. 

Claudia Ruediger 

6.  Investigate UL Section’s dropped member 
survey by Midwinter, 2006. 

Claudia Ruediger 

7.  Investigate and report on the Univ. Illinois-
Chicago’s establishment of an institutional 
subscription to Survey Monkey by Midwinter, 
2006. 

Krystal Lewis 

 
 


