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ACRL IS Workshop Planning Committee 2004 
ALA Midwinter Conference Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2004 
 
Present: Jane Bradford; Cynthia Levine; Scott Mandernack (chair) 
  
Announcements. 
Scott reviewed some of the highlights of the IS Advisory Council meeting:  

• Members were encouraged to attend several IS-related conference events:  Management of 
Instructional Services Committee “Bright Ideas” session; Teaching Methods Committee 
brainstorming session; IS of the Future Discussion Forum. 

• The IS Conference Program Planning Committee welcomes ideas for potential program topics. 
• The ALA web site will be locked down immediately following Midwinter and will be unavailable 

until Monday, 1/19/04. 
• LOEX -- LOEX News is being renamed LOEX Quarterly, and is being considered by H.W. Wilson 

for inclusion in Library Literature; the LOEX conference is scheduled for May 6-8, 2004, with 
registration to open 1:00 p.m. (Eastern), Friday, 2/13/04; a new LOEX director has been named, 
to assume responsibilities following the LOEX conference. 

• ACRL Sections Council – finished report of the ACRL Strategic Plan is to be completed by Annual 
Conference 2004; call for papers/presentations for the ACRL National Conference 2005 was 
recently announced; a database of ACRL members (accessible from the members-only section of 
the ALA web site) will drive section committee rosters, and will be maintained by ACRL. 

• Reminder to submit committee volunteer forms if interested in serving on IS or other ACRL 
committees next year. 

 
Linda Geller has submitted her resignation from the Workshop Planning Committee. 
 
Budget Update 
Scott reported that the Committee was asked to re-allocate $800 of its $1000 budget to go toward printing 
brochures of the Research Agenda.  Since all speakers are librarians and therefore there will be no 
speaker expenses (budgeted for $800), this was agreed upon. 
 
Speaker Update 
Confirmations have been received from all three speakers: Deborah Andersen (Assistant Professor, 
School of Information Science and Policy, University at Albany, SUNY), Joan Lippincott (Associate 
Executive Director, Coalition for Networked Information), and Carolyn Radcliff (Project Administrator, 
SAILS). 
 
Listserve 
The IS Listserve Administrator (Kathleen Gallagher) has agreed to create a listserve for the workshop 
attendees, facilitators, and speakers.  J. Bradford will compile a list of the attendees and forward to 
Kathleen by end of April 2004, so that the listserve may be established by the end of May 2004 (3-4 
weeks in advance of the workshop).  Research and Scholarship (R&S) Committee members will be asked 
to develop guiding questions and considerations to periodically post to the listserve and perhaps facilitate 
discussions to help participants prepare and focus on key issues.  
 
Program Review 
The basic schedule for the workshop remains as previously outlined, with the addition of asking either 
Elizabeth Dupuis or Jean Caspers (previous and current chairs, respectively, of the R&S Committee) to 
introduce the Research Agenda and its context at the beginning of the workshop.  Scott will follow-up on 
this. 
 
R&S Committee members have agreed to help facilitate discussions at the break-out tables.  Cindy 
Levine will develop a list of 8 – 10 topic areas, derived from the Research Agenda, that will define the 
themes of the break-out tables. 
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Scott will ask speakers to submit an outline or brief overview of their presentations by the end of 
February, so they may be shared with other speakers, and help us more clearly define the workshop 
agenda. 
 
Decision of the final program title remained unresolved.  Scott will ask other committee members to offer 
ideas before the 1/16/04 deadline.  The final title and 75-word description are due that day for inclusion in 
the March issue of American Libraries. 
 
Room Configuration and AV Requests 
The confirmation information about our room configuration indicated “theater-style” seating, rather than 
the break-out table formation that was requested; Scott will submit that modification.  It was decided that 
an Internet connection will not be necessary; Scott will be sure to inform the speakers of that.   
 
Program Handouts/ Materials 
Materials to be developed for the workshop packets include: 

• Workshop agenda 
• Participant roster, grouped by topic area 
• Speaker biographies 
• Speaker handouts 
• Bibliography – would like to compile a single bibliography of items that speakers may 

recommend, as well as items identified by Committee members and the R&S Committee 
bibliography 

• Program evaluation form 
 
Other items to prepare include name tags and table identification signs (research topic areas). 
 
Publicity 
Scott emphasized the importance of strong publicity; since this is a unique type of program (i.e. half-day 
workshop; advance “registration” required), it will be important to publicize it early, clearly, and heavily.  
Some of the venues for announcements to be considered include: ILI-L; IS Newsletter (deadline for Sprng 
issue is March 26, 2004); LIRT (listserve (?)); LRRT (listserve(?)); state/regional chapters.  Members are 
encouraged to offer additional options.  A first round of announcements will be submitted/posted in mid-
February, with follow-up submissions in March and April.  It was suggested that various versions of 
announcements be developed to retain interest and readership.   
 
Pre-registration 
The publicity announcements will need to be very clear about requesting pre-registration from 
participants, with an explanation of why it is important to do so.  A deadline of April 30, 2004 was decided 
upon, to allow time to create the listserve, and then to share information and engage in online discussion 
among participants, speakers, and facilitators prior to the workshop.  Jane Bradford has agreed to 
compile the registrant information and submit the list of names to the listserve administrator.  A question 
was raised about how the program will be listed in the final Conference Program, to indicate that it 
required pre-registration; Scott will inquire into this with Mary Jane Petrowski. 
 
It was decided that a second meeting was unnecessary, so the Committee will not meet as scheduled on 
Sunday, January 11. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 


