
ACRL IS Policy Committee Meeting  
ALA Midwinter, January 10, 2004 
 
Sarah Sheehan convened the meeting at 2pm. 
 
Present: Sarah Sheehan (Chair), Jennifer Cox, Valerie Feinman, Jon Hufford, Barbara 
Kern, Paula McMillen, Suzan Parker (Intern). 
Absent: Rocco Michael Piccinino (excused), Phillip Powell. 
 
Members present were introduced. It was noted that Phillip Powell has not attended. 
 
Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 
 
Changes to agenda: none suggested. 
 
Report from Advisory Council 
 

 Members whose term on a committee is coming to an end need to submit a 
volunteer form for this or other committees. Web forms need to be in by mid-
February. 

 The IS of the Future Task Force is meeting from 4:30-5:30 at the Hyatt 
Manchester Sunday afternoon. Focus groups will be formed to provide an 
opportunity for the larger membership to discuss problems and suggest solutions. 
Sarah will be a facilitator.  

 ACRL National Conference will be held in April 2005 in Minneapolis, MN. 
 
 
Virtual Meetings 
 

 The new ALA/ACRL bylaws about virtual meetings open the possibility to 
conduct committee business online. It was noted that the committee is not looking 
to add virtual members, but to more effectively communicate between conference 
meetings  

 
Action item: 

 Sarah will check the IS bylaws by January 31 to make sure there is no conflict 
for the committee to meet virtually. 

 
 
Endorsement Policy 
 

We returned to our discussion from June 2003 about endorsements. There was a 
general consensus from committee members that IS should be cautious about offering 
this service. It was also noted that giving an endorsement can be a marketing 
opportunity for IS/ACRL. Members agreed that it is not the Policy Committee’s role 
to decide whether IS should or should not take on this new responsibility, but that we 



are here to suggest policies if the Executive Committee does determine that IS should 
give endorsements. 
 
Jennifer reported that she was unable to find anything about endorsements on the 
ALA websites, but did find examples of external businesses/organizations on the 
Web. The ALA constitution implies endorsements and allows for boycotts. 
 
In addition to points made in the June 2003 meeting, committee members raised these 
concerns and questions: 

 Will IS endorse products that financially benefit the producer (such as books, 
workshops, etc.)? 

 Is an endorsement a guarantee of quality? What if a sponsored event goes poorly? 
 Which IS committee(s) should be responsible for evaluating the request? 
 General concerns were raised about the potential politics inherent in the process 

(i.e. why does one product/event receive endorsement but not another?; what if 
there are competing requests for endorsements, such as grant proposals?) 

 Would IS boycott a product or service? 
 

Policy Recommendations: 
 If IS endorses anything, it should be tied to the mission of ACRL/IS 
 The event/product should benefit the membership of ACRL/IS 
 The event/product should support instruction in academic and research libraries 
 It is important to emphasize that IS will not give financial endorsements (i.e., IS 

will not give money to the requestor). 
 Procedure for request: 

o it was suggested that IS use an endorsement request web form on the IS 
website  

o the request would then go to the Executive Committee members who 
would determine if the product/event meets endorsement criteria 

 The Executive Committee should be kept fully informed of all changes or 
modification to the endorsed program. 

 
Action items: 

 Sarah will find out if ACRL/ALA have endorsement policies, and if so, are 
sections and committees authorized to make endorsements. 

 Look at the ACRL/IS mission. 
 Sarah will draft a sample endorsement policy and send it out to the committee 

members. 
 All committee members should contact their state library associations and 

other organizations such as SLA/LITA to find out if they endorse programs. 
Report findings to the Policy Committee listerv by Feb. 2. 

 Sarah will email the Policy Committee recommendations to IS Committee 
Chair. She will also ask him to think about what IS endorsement means and 
how the IS Committee will follow up once a product/service is endorsed. 

 
Committee Member Updates: 



 Committee members verified their address and contact information. 
 
Other Action Items: 

 Suzan will send minutes from this meeting to the committee chair for approval 
within two weeks. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm. The committee felt that no additional meeting 
would be required on Sunday, January 11. 
 
 


