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ACRL Instruction Section 
Executive Committee, Meeting Two 
2004 ALA Midwinter Meeting  
Monday, January 12, 2004 
12:00-3:00pm 
San Diego Marriott, Newport Beach 
 
 
Members present: Keith Gresham (Chair), Elizabeth Dupuis (Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect), 
Trudi Jacobson (Past Chair), Marsha Forys (Secretary), Susan Miller (Member-At-
Large), Debbie Tenofsky (Member-At-Large), Clay Williams (Member-At-Large). 
 
Members absent: None. 
 
Visitors: Jennifer Dorner (IS of the Future Task Force), Camila Alire (ACRL president 
candidate), Mary Jane Petrowski (ACRL Associate Director). 
 
I. Introductions 
 
II. Calls for additions and revisions to the agenda 
 
Items added to section IV below are: Awards; Nominations; Membership’s proposal re: 
contacting first time dinner attendees; MIS issue. 
 
III. Reports: 

• IS of the Future Task Force (Jennifer Dorner) 
o 64 people attended the session. A quick look at the evaluation forms 

indicated that people felt positive about it. 
o They hope for the report to be completed so the task force can disband by 

Annual. 
o After the discussion forum results are compiled and come out, Executive 

will give the group more guidance and remind them that their charge 
asked for their firm recommendations rather than just a compilation of the 
ideas of others. Executive will also remind them that their 
recommendations are not set in stone since other IS members will have 
input, too. 

• Institute for Information Literacy’s Executive Committee (Trudi Jacobson) 
o Trudi is a liaison to the IIL Executive Committee and reports that the 

committee has: 
 Selected this year’s Immersion participants. In the future, 

Immersion faculty might look at the applicants. 
 Looked at attendance at future programs. 
 Looked at existing tracks and possibly will add two others: master 

teacher and distance education. 
 Discussed ongoing ownership and maintenance of the Information 

Literacy web site that was recently redesigned by IS under the 
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guidance of the Information Literacy Web Site Task Force.  The 
IIL Executive Committee felt they, rather than IS, should have 
ownership of the site.  Exec discussed some compromises, and 
recommended that the Information Literacy Web Site Task Force 
consider the issues and outline some options and recommendations 
in their final report. 

IV. Discussion items: 
• Awards 

o Dudley Award: Executive approved the Committee’s recommendations. 
o Publication Award: Executive approved the Committee’s 

recommendations. 
o Innovation Award: Executive approved the Committee's 

recommendations.  The Awards Committee will investigate strategies for 
future years to garner applications for activities and projects that are 
innovative in the field. 

• Membership’s proposal to contact first time dinner attendees (Marsha Forys for 
Betsy Park) 

o Executive approved the email submitted by Betsy through Marsha with 
some minor wording changes. Marsha will send this information to her. 

• Nominations for 2005 
o The committee has many candidates in mind. 
o Executive affirmed that we do not want to set a precedent of having a 

candidate run unopposed, so it is especially important that we seek two 
candidates for all offices and seek the strongest slate possible. 

o Keith Gresham clarified that the Nominations Committee does not have to 
submit their slate to Executive for approval before inviting people to run. 
They are encouraged to seek the advice of Executive, though. 

• Management of Instruction Services  
Executive acknowledged that the MIS Committee has worked for years on the 
proficiencies document, which has evolved to include an analysis of the internal 
and external environment and to have a companion implementation piece.  
Executive agreed to thank the committee for their work and to take drafts of both 
documents to determine the most appropriate next steps.  Members of Executive 
were encouraged to recommend other important issues for MIS to focus on for the 
remainder of this year. 

• ACRL Sections Council 
In 2006, the IS Chair will be the chairperson of Sections Council and the Vice-
Chair/Chair-Elect will be the secretary of Sections Council. 

• Membership recruitment campaign (unresolved issue) 
Executive decided that there are no unresolved issues with this. Executive also 
decided to drop their idea for Membership to find a sponsor to pay for a library 
school student to attend Annual and to pay for their attendance at the IS dinner 
and the IS preconference. 

• Measurable data from committees (unresolved issue) 
o Planning should look into the issue of what the chairs do with the data 

they collect. 
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o Keith will send this document. 
• New edition of Evaluation Handbook (unresolved issue)  

o Both the Sourcebook for Bibliographic Instruction and Learning to Teach 
are potentially valuable. 

o Keith will informally approach Hugh Thompson to see if ACRL is 
interested in revisions. 

o The Evaluation Handbook was going to be revised. Parts got written but 
the project was shelved. Valerie Feinman would like to revive the project. 
Keith will postpone Valerie’s request for now. 

o LIRT is thinking of revising Shonrock’s book. 
• Bibliographies as section projects 

o Executive members discussed the usefulness of bibliographies as section 
projects. Members felt that bibliographies can be useful and it would be 
best if they were rarer, had a tighter focus, and an expiration date. No 
actions were recommended but Keith will keep this issue on the burner. 

o Executive approved, with revisions, the Research Agenda bibliography. 
• IS conferences and preconferences (continuing issues) 

IS used to do a preconference every 3 years, but they were popular money makers 
and now IS does them annually. Executive discussed the wisdom of this and 
unanimously agreed that annual preconferences are not necessary. Executive will 
explore different models in the coming months. 

 
Camila Alire stopped by to briefly share with Executive her ACRL background and what 
issues she would like to explore if elected president. Keith shared with her Executive’s 
concerns: getting technical support from ALA/ACRL; the professional organization 
seems to be lagging; we cannot experiment or be innovative. She asked us to email her 
any other ideas. 
 
IV. Discussion items (continued) 

• ILI-L issues 
The list archives can no longer be hosted by BUBL and must move to the ALA 
server.  ALA's configuration requires that the list archives be placed in the 
members-only section (password protected) which is acceptable to Executive.  
Beth will ask Sarah to contact BUBL and ALA about the next steps for moving 
the ILI-L, and older BI-L, archives to the ALA server.  As the new host for these 
archives, the ILI-L Administrator will require more responsiveness from the ALA 
technical support staff.  It was agreed that all messages sent to ALA technical 
support should also be copied to Mary Ellen Davis. 

• IS Web Site issues 
o E-Tech’s proposal to move IEP project to ALA server. They need to get 

the high-use database off Colgate’s server because no one on the 
committee is at Colgate. The problems are that ALA/ACRL will not host 
databases for which they do not own the content and no one on the E-Tech 
committee has the technical skills to maintain the database. Executive 
discussed the possibility of asking the committee to come up with a lower-
tech solution for their project or perhaps partnering with LITA on it. Deb 
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will draft a list of the options and put it on the listserv before sending 
those options to E-Tech. 

o In looking at the issue of having committee web sites on external (non-
ALA) servers, Executive members agreed that we should encourage web 
sites to be on the IS site. One possibility discussed was that a two-person 
team rather than just Candice by herself could do some of that work. That 
would mean another volunteer position, though. 

o Executive discussed with Mary Jane Petrowski their concerns about the 
laborious nature of working with the CMS and the many restrictions on 
capabilities for hosting IS scripts, databases, and other technologies which 
would allow the Section to work more effectively, efficiently, and 
creatively.  In addition to saying that she would discuss the issues with 
other ACRL Staff, Mary Jane recommended contacting the ACRL 
representative on the ALA Web Advisory Committee and copying ACRL 
on any formal letters of concern sent by IS to ALA. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marsha Forys 
Secretary 


