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Present: 

 

Jean Caspers, Anna Pilston, Ericka Raber, Rob Withers, Nancy Dewald, Allison Level, 

Merinda McLure, Elizabeth Evans, Christopher Hollister 

 

Excused: 

 

Jeris Cassel, Karen Evans, Patrick Ragains, Linda Roccos, Margie Ruppel 

 

 

Call to Order: 

 

Meeting called to order at 9:35 a.m. 

 

R&S members introduced themselves. 

 

Convening Business: 

 

Minutes from 2004 Midwinter Meeting approved. 

 

Agenda for 2004 Annual Conference approved. No additions. 

 

Announcements from ACRL Advisory Council Meeting of June 26, 2004: 

 

Instruction Section Conference Programs: The program, “The Price of Success: 

Affording Information Literacy in an Uncertain Academic Economy” is being held on 

June 27 at the Orange County Convention Center. R&S Committee members are 

encouraged to attend. 

 

Instruction Section Web Site: The server is down frequently. The procedures for updating 

IS web sites are cumbersome and exhaustive. IS understands this and has appointed two 

new web administrators to assist committees with their sites. IS requests that committees 

standardize the look and content of their sites. 

 

ACRL 2005 National Conference: IS Conference Workshop Planning Committee has 

been asked to consider conducting the “Wrestling with Research” workshop (see below) 

again as a pre-conference in Minneapolis. If so, R&S members may be asked to facilitate. 

Discussions will be ongoing. 

 

 



Wrestling with Research: A Half-Day Workshop on Conducting Instruction-Related Research:  

 

Several R&S Committee members (Jean, Allison, Nancy, Liz, Ericka, Rob, Anna, and 

Chris) served as facilitators for the workshop on June 26 at the Doubletree Castle Hotel. 

Committee members offered the following impressions: 

• The workshop was a success. R&S’s Research Agenda for Library Instruction 

and Information Literacy was well promoted and well received.  

• Given the presenters, the agenda, and the desired outcomes, some committee 

members would have preferred a shorter program. 

• The facilitators would have preferred more advanced instruction regarding their 

roles and responsibilities.  

• The presenters were excellent. However, given the workshop itinerary, the 

second set of presentations was not very useful for the second break-out session. 

• The structure of the second break-out session and the workshop’s conclusion 

encouraged numerous early departures among attendees. 

• Conducting the workshop as a pre-conference may resolve some of the 

aforementioned issues. 

 

Distribution of the Research Agenda for Library Instruction and Information Literacy: 

 

Chris and Anna submitted a list for distributing print copies of the Agenda. They also 

provided Jean with completed mailing labels for ACRL regional Chairs and Vice-Chairs, 

ALA-accredited library school Deans/Chairs, and LIRT Officers. Jean will continue 

contributing to R&S by mailing copies as needed. 

 

Three hundred copies of the Agenda were distributed at Annual to: “Wrestling with 

Research” workshop participants, IS Executive Committee, IS Advisory Council, IS New 

Leadership, and relevant/interested ACRL/IS parties. 

 

Five hundred copies of the Agenda will be held for future IS events, possibly including 

the ACRL pre-conference. 

 

A PDF version of the Agenda will be distributed via relevant listservs. 

 

The co-editor of the journal Research Strategies, Jennifer Dorner, requested copies of the 

Agenda. An electronic version will be provided. 

 

Jean and Chris will draft and co-sign a letter to accompany print and electronic copies of 

the Agenda. 

 

News Regarding the Bibliography of Citations Related to the Research Agenda for Library 

Instruction and Information Literacy <http://www2.library.unr.edu/ragains/rabib.html>: 

 

The IS Executive Committee approved the present version of the Bibliography. The 

Bibliography currently resides on a server at Patrick’s institution. Because Patrick will be 

leaving the Committee, the Bibliography will need to be moved. It can be turned over to 

the administrators of the ALA/ACRL/IS web site, or an R&S member can take 

responsibility. Rob volunteered to host the site. Given the complexities of maintaining the 

Bibliography through the ALA/ACRL/IS web administrators, the Committee agreed that 

Rob should host the site. It will be moved this summer. Chris will send the new URL to 



Committee members and to ALA/ACRL/IS web administrators for inclusion on R&S 

web site. 

 

R&S will plan the ongoing maintenance of the Bibliography at Midwinter. Issues to be 

solidified include criteria for inclusion, criteria for deleting, and possible archiving. The 

Bibliography will likely be divided into sections for Committee members to update and 

maintain. 

 

Midwinter Discussion Forum: 

 

R&S will collaborate with the Education Committee to put on the Forum. Details of 

Committee responsibilities are on the IS web site: 

<http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/organizationacrl/tipsacrl/tipsmidwinter.htm>. 

 

R&S’s idea for the Forum is integrating information literacy questions into the National 

Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE). The proposed working title for the Forum is 

“NSSE and Information Literacy.” 

 

In light of other similar activities such as SAILS and ETS, there is much confusion over 

these surveys. IS may already be engaged with NSSE. Chris will follow up with IS 

Executive Committee liaison for clarification.  

 

Review of Committee Goals: 

 

The Bibliography is revised and published on the web. 

 

The Agenda was published in the literature; print copies were created and distributed 

widely. 

 

The Workshop was a success. 

 

Concluding Business: 

 

Jean is completing her term as Chair of R&S. Committee members thank her for her 

leadership, dedication, and hard work. 

 

Patrick, Ericka, Jeris, Liz, Karen, and Linda are completing their terms with R&S. 

Likewise, their dedication and hard work is sincerely appreciated. 

 

For 2004-2005, Chris is appointed Chair, and Merinda is the R&S Intern. 

 

Congratulations to Liz who is the new Director of the Library Center at Point Park 

University. 

 

Conclusion of Meeting: 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher Hollister, Intern 



cvh2@buffalo.edu 

6/30/04 


