
Instruction Section Communication Committee Meeting 
ALA Annual Conference 
Orlando, Florida 
Radisson Barcelo Hotel 
Sunday, June 27, 2004 
 
Present:  Susanna Eng, Drew Smith, Susan Beck, Candice Benjes-Small, Regan Brumagen, 
Les Canterbury, Susanne Clement, Sarah McDaniel, Clara Fowler, Trudi Jacobson, Marji 
MacKenzie, Kara Whatley 
Absent: Molly Mathias, Lisa Vassady, Kathleen Gallagher 
Guests:  Lori Albrizio 
Chair:  Susan Beck 
Recorder:  Kara Whatley 
 
1.  Introductions 

Sarah McDaniel was introduced as the incoming chair.  Drew Smith was introduced 
as the incoming ILI-L Listserv Administrator, and Regan Brumagen and Susanna 
Eng were introduced as the interim Web Site Administrators for the coming year. 

 
2.  Announcements 

A. New committee rosters are generated dynamically, so please keep your contact 
information up-to-date by logging in to “My ALA” and reviewing your profiles.  
If necessary, contact Kathleen Gallagher about updating the committee email list. 

B. The Instruction Section dinner was held Friday night and had only seventy-seven 
attendees, eighteen of them new.  This is a low attendance for this event, and 
potential causes such as timing, costs, structure of the event, and conflicts were 
discussed. 

C. Beth Woodard (bswoodar@uiuc.edu) at UI-UC is the person to contact to 
submit nominations for IS positions such as chair and vice-chair. 

D. The committee listserv will be updated in July to include new committee 
members, and the outgoing members will be taken off the listserv in August. 

E. Jill Grogg begins her term as the IS Newsletter Editor with the Fall 2004 issue..  
Please consider submitting items for the upcoming issue.  The deadline is 
October 2004. 

F. Upcoming IS projects include the possibility of repeating the “Wrestling with 
Research” workshop at ACRL and cosponsoring a program with the History 
Section on information literacy in history.   
Recent IS projects include co-sponsorship with STS on information literacy in 
disciplines program for this pre-conference and Instruction for Diverse 
Populations will put on a conference program on how to use the newly updated 
bibliography to shape local information literacy practices and programs. 

 
3.  Reports 

A. ILI-L  ILI-L technical problems have been resolved.  The archives are being 
moved from BUBL to ALA site.  ALA is rolling out new list management 
software.  ILI-L and BI-L archives formerly housed at BUBL, as well as the 
subscriber list, have been backed up in preparation for the transition. 



B. Newsletter  The idea of an electronic-only newsletter was discussed, as the 
September deadline for the forthcoming issue will push the Local Arrangements 
chair to set dinner plans earlier than has been required for past IS Dinners .  
Currently, the newsletter is distributed both online and in print.  Each committee 
may submit an article for the newsletter about what that committee does for IS.  
It was proposed that the Communication Committee submit an article on tips 
for using ILI-L. 

C. Web  There were two server upgrades this spring at ALA and the new Web site 
is improving.  Two IS committee sites were moved onto the new IS site.  The 
Instruction for Diverse Populations Bibliography is now available on the Web 
site.  The committee rosters are now dynamically generated.  If we would like 
information on the number of hits per page, we must contact Stephanie Orphan 
at ACRL.  Our Web Site Administrator receives about one email per week about 
the Web site. 

D. Annotated Bibliography  The Annotated Bibliography of Publications by or 
about the Section has been rearranged in reverse chronological order, and new 
entries for the past few years have been added.  It was suggested that a tips 
document be created for future updating of the bibliography.  Additionally, 
including new formats, such as Web documents, was discussed.  It was suggested 
that we recommend following the Publication Policies and Procedures Manual.  

E. Statistics Collection  There are Web site use data from WebTrends, but there 
are no useful counts for ILI-L beyond the number of subscribers.  Action Item:  
Susan Beck will ask the Planning Committee what statistics they are 
interested in. 

F. Tips for Selecting IS Administrator Positions Draft  Susan Beck distributed a 
draft document on managing administrator positions.  It was decided to keep the 
postings for these positions in the spring just after Midwinter and to make 
appointments in the early spring.  It was also decided that outgoing 
administrators should always be members of the subcommittees appointing 
persons to their administrator position. 

 
4.  New Business 

New committee members will be added to the committee listserv, and, in her 
welcome message, Sarah McDaniel will ask that they check their roster information. 

 
5.  Continuing Business 

Statistics collection, Tips for Selecting IS Administrator Positions, Annotated 
Bibliography of Publications by and about the Section, and recommendations to the 
IS Executive Committee about the Communication Committee’s workload 
(including asking other committees to do their own initial HTML coding) will be 
carried forward to the next meeting. 


