
 

 

ACRL Best Practices in Information Literacy Programming 
January 27, 2003 

Minutes 
 
Present:  
 
Nancy J. Becker; Steve Gilbert; Terese Heidenwolf;  Rebecca Jackson; Thomas G. Kirk, 
Jr.; Margit Misangyi Watts  
  
Guests:  Alexius Macklin  (Purdue University); Elaine Hickey (U.S. Patent Office). 
 
Agenda: 
 
9:00 AM --  Introductions 
 
9:15 AM --  Review agenda 
 
9:20 AM -- Review and approve minutes of the Annual Conference. 
  Minutes as published were approved. 
9:30 AM -- What has happened since conference? 

! Completion of redraft of Characteristics of Best Practices 
! Publication of Characteristics in C&RL News 
! Preparations for Best Practices Preconference at ACRL National 

Conference 
! Planning for hearing on Characteristics of Best Practice 
! Webcasts by TLT/ACRL on best practices. 

 
10:00 AM -- Review of what we heard at the hearing held Saturday afternoon. 
  

The hearing was attended by about fifty to fifty-five people beyond the 
members of the Project Team. 
 
The discussion concluded that the attenders at the hearing (1) were largely 
in agreement with the document; (2) suggested changes focused on issues 
surrounding three elements: providing more examples, expanding 
individual categories when the points mentioned elsewhere in the 
document were relevant in a section; providing more detail; and (3) further 
definition of the nature of collaboration in category 6.  There were other 
comments from individuals, often in the form of questions, that addressed 
the sequencing of categories and the need for further elaboration of 
specific under categories. 
 
Following the general discussion the Project Team considered the 
document, line by line and made a number of changes reflected in the 
attached draft. 
 



 

 

This draft is to be distributed to the Project Team for review by early 
February and then will be submitted to the ACRL Standards and 
Guidelines Committee for review before presentation to the ACRL Board 
of Directors. 

 
Lunch [During the lunch break the chair of the Project Team presented the draft 

characteristics to the Instruction Section Executive Committee seeking 
their endorsement.  The EC received the draft with considerable 
enthusiasm and anticipates quick approval via e-mail when the final draft 
is submitted to them in early February. 

 
Meanwhile the rest of the Project Team provided input to Terese 
Heidenwolfe on the Best Practices Preconference at the ACRL National 
Conference in Charlotte, April 9.] 

 
 
1:30 PM -- The future. The following summarizes a broad discussion of future 

projects and activities of the Project Team. 
 
 As presently constituted the Project Team and Advisory Panel will go out 

of existence after ALA.  The Project Team needs to recommend to the 
Institute Executive Committee its plans for the future.  It is envisioned that 
the Executive Committee will appoint a new Best Practices Project Team 
to carry on the plans.  Those interested in serving on the Project Team 
should communicate with the current chair of the Institute.  

 
 Future plans as outlined in the discussions 

 
Short and long run: 
 
From tale end of minutes of Annual Conference: 

 
(1) The Characteristics should be mounted on the Web and enhancement 

features added such as definitions of terms and elaboration of 
examples. 

 Initially this would involve the institutions that participated in the 
Atlanta Conference but should be expanded.  There was some 
discussion of how that might be done.  There was mention of possibly 
giving an award. 

 
(2) Workshops and conferences on the use of the Characteristics should be 

developed. 
 We will do that at the ACRL National Conference Preconference. 
 
 Development of online workshops.  Steve Gilbert described the 

TLT/ACRL Webcats that are being planned with a focus on Best 



 

 

Practices in Information Literacy as an initial effort.  These will be 
three week sets, with a synchronous event each week and independent 
activites between sessions. 

 
 The Immersion Program is using the Best Practices characteristics as 

an outline for Track 2. 
 
(3) Development of a handbook that combines the use of the 

Characteristics, Standards and IS Model Statement. 
 This was discussed at summer conference bu not mentioned again at 

this Midwinetr meeting. 
 
(4)  Development of a Track IV for library school faculty. 
 
(5) Need to revise the IIL Web site. 
 
 

Recorded by Tom Kirk 
 
 


