
 

 

ACRL Instruction Section 
Advisory Committee 

ACRL 2011 Midwinter, Virtual meeting 
Wednesday, February 23, 2011, 9:00-10:00 PST. 

iLinc 
 
Executive committee members in attendance: Polly Boruff-Jones (Ch); Anne-Marie 
Deitering; Christy Stevens; Mark Szarko; Merinda Hensley; Clara Fowler; Stephanie Michel; 
Susanna Eng-Ziskin 
 
Attendees:  Jackie Belanger; Virginia Cairns; Jean Caspers; Amy Deuink; Elizabeth Evans; 
Nancy Fawley; Wendy Holliday; Steven Hoover; Rhonda Huisman; Ashley Ireland; Elana 
Karshmer; Elizabeth Kocevar-Weidinger; Amy Mark; Jean McLaughlin; Karen Munro; 
Catherine Fraser Riehle; Maura Seale; Jennifer Sharkey; Meghan Sitar; Carol Spector; Gene 
Springs; Sheila Stoeckel; Peter Tagtmeyer; Leslie Warren; Nancy Weiner; Dave Wilson 
 
Archive of virtual meeting: 
 
Polly Boruff-Jones called the meeting to order at 9:00am 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
 
II. Additions/Revisions 
 
None 
 
III. Announcements 
 
None 
 
IV. Committees and Task Force Reports 
 

A. Instruction for Diverse Populations.  Gene Springs reported that the IDP Committee met 
virtually in December.  The committee is working on both of its documents this year. Co-
chairs Girven and Springs are wrapping up editing of the Instruction for Diverse 
Populations Bibliography. The committee reports that they are pleased with usage 
statistics for the pages of the current bibliography.  The committee is also updating the 
multilingual glossary; examining the terms included in the glossary, and potentially 
adding a new language (Vietnamese).  Current languages are: Spanish, French, German, 
Chinese and Japanese. 

 
B. Research and Scholarship.  Ashley Ireland reported that the committee’s primary project 

is preparing for the next update to the research agenda (due in 2012).  To support this 
work, the committee did a survey in Fall 2010, and gathered data from more than 550 
people.  The committee reports that the input was excellent, they are currently analyzing 
the data and will begin revisions to the research agenda. 



 

 

 
The committee is also updating an internal document: the publication details and 
revisions schedule.  In the spring the committee will publish a 5 Things document:  
Methodologies for Online Instruction.  The survey indicated great interest in this topic.  
The committee is currently gathering citations. 

 
C. Conference Program Planning 2011.  Amy Mark reported things are on track for the 2011 

program in New Orleans. The topic is Creativity and Information Literacy, presented by:  
Dane Ward, Beth Woodard and Randy Hensley.  ALA has expectations for what the 
committee should have done at this point and they are on schedule.  Still working on the 
room layout: the speakers would like stools which varies from ALA’s normal layout.   
The committee needs to communicate with the Awards committee to finalize scheduling.  
Poster sessions are planned to follow the program.  There will be 5 posters, selected in a 
competitive process.  Everyone should be encouraged to stay for the posters.  Polly 
Boruff-Jones added that they will try to have the posters set up before the session as well 
so that people can see them as they come in. 
 

D. Communications.  Jennifer Sharkey (reporting for committee chair Russ Hall) reported 
that the committee is working on hiring another co-web administrator, to start after 
Annual 2011.  They have received 4 applications and expect to set up interviews shortly.  
The committee is also looking at the Newsletter, talking about format and content and 
how should it be delivered.  The committee no longer produces as print version of the 
newsletter, but it is still formatted as a traditional newsletter in PDF.  The submitted a 
report to Exec and are waiting for a reply. 
 
Migration to Drupal seems to be on track.  The IT group at ALA is identifying preferred 
migration time periods: ACRL will be moved over all at once.  The approximate date for 
ACRL’s migration is Mid-May.  No unit will be migrated in June. We do not know how 
long the blackout period will last.   

 
E. Conference Program planning 2012 Karen Munro reported that the committee met 

virtually for midwinter in December.  They have identified a topic (learning styles) and 
have a short list of speakers to approach.  The program may be co-sponsored (in name 
only) by CJCLS.  They may suggest a speaker of interest to community college audiences.  
The committee will submit a brief proposal to Exec soon, and will be engaging our 
speakers to help us develop a more detailed proposal for submission to IS and ACRL in 
April/May. 
 

F. Discussion Group Steering Committee.  Liz Evans reported that the committee met 
virtually in December and chose a topic for ALA Annual 2011: Library Instruction in 
Tough Economic Times, to be presented by Joan Petit (Portland State).  Held one 
physical discussion at Midwinter and one virtual discussion after Midwinter.  The 
committee will meet again (virtually) soon to discuss whether we should change how we 
handle Midwinter or go back to past practice where the committee selects topic and leads 
discussion.  The meeting will be open and announced on the webpage.  The committee 



 

 

reports that it needs to find incentives for proposals: only 3 were received for Annual 
2011.   
 

G. Guidelines for Instruction Programs Standards Revisions Task Force Rhonda Huisman 
reported that the committee is nearing the end of a multi-year process. Proposed revisions 
have been returned in the past with requests for more documentation, which the 
committee has provided.  Asking for feedback on the current revision (deadline: 3/28). At 
this point, most comments have been copy-editing. In April the committee will collate 
and discuss and incorporate comments and then submit the document for final approval.  
After that we will begin looking to find programs that illustrate those practices. 

 
One of the committee’s virtual members, Catherine Haras, was awarded the Proquest 
Innovation in College Librarianship award.  The committee extends appreciation to 
everyone who has contributed to their process by providing comments and completing 
surveys.  They hope to have a great document for libraries to use. 

 
H. Information Literacy in the Disciplines Steven Hoover reported that all of the disciplines 

have been reassigned to the committee members.  Updates are proceeding now and 
should be finished by Annual.  The committee is looking at a much more frequent update 
cycle; they will propose the new cycle to members who join next year.  The committee 
has developed videos for committee members to help them navigate wiki software.  They 
are looking for feedback from the committee on those videos.  The committee has created 
a draft tip sheet on managing wikis.  This draft will go next to the committee for feedback.  
A final version should be ready by Annual. 

 
I. Instructional Technologies.  Jackie Balanger reported that the committee published a new 

Tips and Trends document on the website.  They are working on two new Tips and 
Trends documents:  one on mobile technology (which they hope to publish before Annual 
2011) and one on instruction statistics and management systems. 
 
The committee is also updating the Classroom Control systems wiki.  The committee is 
updating the current content and also seeking approval to add additional content in the 
form of user reviews and tips.  At the moment, the wiki simply offers an overview of the 
systems available; the committee is are interested in using more of the wiki functionality, 
getting more user participation, shifting the emphasis away from a tool focus and 
building more emphasis on how these tools can be used in instruction. 

 
J. Local Arrangements 2011  Virginia Cairns reported that she and Megan Hodge have been 

working on the Soiree for Annual.  They have contacted 14 venues, 3 were already 
booked.  Some look very promising.  Polly Boruff-Jones expressed appreciation for the 
quick work that this group has done to pull these arrangements together. 
 

K. Local Arrangements 2010.  Polly Boruff-Jones reported that the venue was received well 
and the Soiree was good. 

 



 

 

L. Management and Leadership.  Meghan Sitar reported that the committee spent the last 
year reworking the Analysis of Instructional Environments document to make it more 
useful.  The committee updated citations and reformatted it into a workbook.  The new 
version is called Analyzing Your Instructional Environment: A Workbook.  All of the 
changes have been published to the website in Word and PDF.  Individual sections are 
also available. 

 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/projpubs/aie/index.cfm 

 
The committee is currently developing a plan to promote it and gathering stories about 
how the document is used.  They developed a conference timeline to track deadlines for 
presentation opportunities.   

 
The committee is also working on promoting the Standards for Proficiencies for 
Instruction Librarians and Coordinators document.  Following up on ideas that came out 
of a Discussion Group presented at the 2009 Annual conference.  In addition, they have 
sent targeted mailings to LIS faculty who are responsible for instruction related courses, 
but the response rate was disappointing.  The committee is also tracking job descriptions 
looking for language from this document and beginning a project to articulate how the 
standards could be useful for HR departments and instruction coordinators in hiring.  
They also have plans to connect with Immersion faculty. 

 
M. Membership.  Catherine Fraser Riehle reported that the committee’s major project this 

year was hosting the Section’s first virtual orientation event.  The platform for the event 
was Adobe Connect.  45 people attended.  The content, presented by Chair-Elect 
Stephanie Michel, focused on an overview of the section and the volunteer process.  The 
committee has received very positive feedback and plans to post an archived version of 
the session on the website.  The committee intends to continue hosting virtual orientation 
events. 

 
The committee provided support to Local Arrangements at the Midwinter Soiree.  
Attendance number was about 80; exact information forthcoming. 

 
The committee continues to send monthly letters to new, returning and dropped section 
members.  In the coming year they will be working on a revision of the IS Getting 
Involved page.   

 
N. Mentoring.  Wendy Holliday reported that the committee has about 14-15 pairs of 

mentors and mentees matched.  They are sending out monthly discussion prompts; topics 
are suggestions, not required.  Google Form is working well for applications.  The old 
form (PDF) had been a problem.   

 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/is/projpubs/mentoring/index.cfm 

 
 



 

 

The main challenge facing the committee right now is a need for more mentors.  They 
just matched people who applied after Midwinter and they still have about 5 applications 
looking for mentors.  Anyone interested should go to the IS mentoring website and fill 
out the online form.  Please encourage others to apply as well.  This summer the 
committee will be working on a feedback survey.  
 

O. Nominating.  Jean Caspers (no mic) reported that the committee’s process began early 
last spring.  When they began to make their decisions they had nominations for Member 
at Large positions and for Secretary, but none for Vice-Chair/Chair Elect.  They asked 
Exec and Advisory and got additional recommendations.  They had to make some “cold 
calls” to get their 7 candidates.  There was a last-minute withdrawal in late autumn, 
which required some more recruitment.  The committee ended up with a great slate of 
candidates.  The formal report will be issued by Annual, and they will be recommending 
some changes to the timeline. 
VC/Chair-elect:  Susan Miller and Ellysa Cahoy 
Secretary:  Alec Sonsteby and Jennifer Knievel 
MAL (2):  Michelle Millet; Jennifer Sharkey; Wendy Holliday 
 

 
P. PRIMO.  Carol Spector reported that this committee works virtually year round.  There 

are two rounds of peer review per year.  Accepted projects get added to the PRIMO 
database. In Spring 2010 the committee reviewed  21 applications and accepted 10 
projects.  In Fall 2010 they reviewed 15 applications and accepted 9 projects.   They also 
follow up with Site of the Month interviews. 

 
The committee’s ongoing work includes database cleanup.  There is a survey component 
to the database that is not working well right now.  They are currently working with ALA 
to resolve these technical issues. 

 
Q. Planning.  Clara Fowler reported for Maura Seale.  The committee is responsible for 

making sure that the IS strategic plan is updated and that IS successfully reports out to 
ACRL.  This year the committee identified the broken links on the website and fixed 
those.  The committee's new intern revised the planning form with feedback from the 
committee and turned it into a Google form.  A link to the form was sent to the 
committees that needed to complete it. Those responses will be collated together into a 
report that the IS Chair will submit to ACRL.  The Planning committee will also collate 
the MW meeting minutes, make sure the Archive is complete and revise the Measuring 
Success form. 

   
R. Policy and Publications Review  Peter Tagtmeyer posted summaries of the committee's 

activity to the Advisory discussion list.  The committee keeps track of publications.  
Please email any regular publications you maintain to Peter so he can spot check that the 
committee is tracking it. 

 
The committee developed an action plan for maintaining the Bibliography of 
Publications By/About the Instruction Section: 



 

 

a. Committee members are assigned to search for and collect document citations 
to add to the “Bibliography” after Midwinter meeting 2011 before Annual 
meeting 2011 

b. New and updated citations are sent to the webmasters for addition to the 
bibliography before Annual meeting 2011. 

 
 And an Action plan for maintaining the Instruction Section Publications Tracking and 
Revision Schedule: 

a. Soliciting and discovering committee publication proposals. 
b. Maintain the archive of publication proposals. 

 
The committee is also reviewing proposed changes to the ACRL/IS Publication Policies 
& Procedures Manual and type 2 and 3 publication proposal forms 

 
 

S. Professional Education Committee.  Merinda Hensley reported for Karen Halliday.  The 
committee completed its first project in December 2010: an annual update of the IS list of  
Library Instruction Courses Offered by Accredited Master's Programs in Library and 
Information Studies.  The committee verified current listings and researched new courses.  
The committee is currently working on its second project: the IS list of Sponsors of 
Continuing Education Programs for Library Instruction by investigating current learning 
opportunities available in conferences, associations and institutes in both the United 
States and Canada.   
 
They also, with Exec’s approval, revised the committee charge to reflect the fact that the 
committee conducts a Continuing Education Needs and Interest Survey every 3 years. 
The committee is also examining the questions in the 2008 Continuing Education Needs 
and Interest Survey to determine if they will need to be revised when we offer the survey 
to ALA membership in May 2011 

 
T. Publications Policies and Procedures Manual Revisions Task Force  Amy Deuink 

reported that the committee is revising the manual to make it easier to use and to clarify 
the types of proposals needed for new forms of communication (e.g. Facebook).  They 
are also making sure that IS's procedures are in line with ACRL's.  The committee is 
looking for feedback.  Committee chairs and others who use the manual should report: 
issues, questions, situations that don't seem to be currently covered by email to Amy 
Deuink, ald120@psu.edu 

 
U. Teaching Methods.  Nancy Fawley reported that the committee has finished annotating 

the FYE Bibliography and the changes have been approved by Exec.  They are also 
subdividing the long list of supporting citations (those not considered core items) to break 
it up and make it easier to use.  The committee is currently updating the bibliographies of 
textbooks. They have identified books to add and are now pulling together reviews and 
other information. They also removed all the links to Amazon.com and are replacing 
them with WorldCat links.  

 



 

 

 
Discussion Items 
 
 iLinc.  Discussion focused on meeting management and audio issues: 

• Participants need to know that after they meeting organizer has un-muted them, they have 
to click on their own mic icon to unmute themselves. 

• If iLinc requires that the meeting organizer grant the floor to everyone who wants to 
speak it could prevent real conversation from happening. 

• Question – can committee’s use this interface to set up their own meetings? 
• Several members reported problems with macs with internal mics.  Not clear yet if that is 

a known issue.  If it is, that is an issue for iLinc given how common built-in mics are. 
 
 
New Business 
 
No call for new business 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:12 CST. 
 
 


