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ACRL Instruction Section 
Advisory Council/All Member Meeting 
ALA Midwinter Conference, San Diego, CA 

Saturday, January 8, 2011. 10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Hilton Bayfront, Sapphire I 

  
  
Executive Committee members in attendance. 
Polly Boruff-Jones (chair), Anne-Marie Deitering, Christy Stevens, Stephanie Michel, 
Susanna Eng-Ziskin, Merinda Hensley, Mark Szarko, Clara Fowler. 
 
Others in attendance. 
 
Michelle Millet, Kristin Andrews, Sara Holder, Nancy Fawley, Brad Sietz, Jennifer 
Sharkey, Russ Hall, Nancy Weiner, Catherine Fraser Riehle, Amy Mark, Elizabeth 
Evans, Kate Gronemyer, Jaena Alabi, Rhonda Huisman, Wendy Holliday 
 
Guests 
Thomas Abbot, candidate for ACRL Vice President/President-elect; Steven Bell, 
candidate for ACRL Vice President/President-elect 
 
 
I. Introduction of ACRL 2011 Vice President/President-elect candidates:  
Thomas Abbott (10:30) and Steven Bell (11:00) 
 
ACRL candidates for 2011 Vice-President/President elect made brief statements and 
answered questions from IS members. 
 

A. Thomas Abbott.  Discussed his concerns about the future of academic libraries 
with a focus on instruction-related challenges.  IS members asked for specifics 
about what IS’s role might be in moving his initiatives forward, and about the 
continued relevance of the IL standards. 

B. Steven Bell.  Discussed his experience in ACRL.  Focused on increasing 
membership and getting the most out of the membership.   

 
II. Welcome and introductions 
  
Polly welcomed the group and introduced the Executive committee.  All attendees 
introduced themselves. 
 
III. Call for additions/revisions to the agenda 
  
Polly Boruff-Jones outlined the agenda and described it as an informational meeting. 
 
IV. Reports 
 
A. ACRL Leadership Council and Communities of Practice Assembly update  
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Leadership Council 
 

• Polly Boruff-Jones asked how many people have heard of the ACRL Plan for 
Excellence (formerly the ACRL Strategic Plan), currently in draft.  The ACRL 
Board is asking for input on this document, which is available online.  There is a 
site for feedback, with three questions to serve as prompts. 

• Volunteer committee form is still active.  Fill it out if you want to volunteer. 
• Early bird registration for ACRL 2011 ends in February. 
• Discussed a proposed change in the bylaws regarding dues.  The proposed 

changes would allow the board to make certain changes to dues without a vote of 
the whole membership.  The proposal sets limits on what the Board will be able 
to do without a vote.  Submit questions or comments on the proposal to the 
Board. 
 

Communities of Practice Assembly (formerly Sections Council) 
 

• ALA’s contracted meeting schedule may result in this group giving up in-person 
meetings.  Discussion list and online presence will continue.  

• ACRL Liaison Coordinating Committee is meeting tomorrow in the Hilton 
Bayfront in Aqua 310.  Discussing possible policy changes. 

 
B.Information Literacy Coordinating Committee 
 

• Clara Fowler described the structure and purpose of this group.  It reports 
directly to the ACRL board.  This group identifying ways to move the IL agenda 
forward, pulling together interested groups from across ALA and ACRL.  The Past 
Chair of IS is formally charged with sitting on this committee. 

• IS needs to examine our committee charges and determine which of these map 
directly to the 8 ILCC objectives.  Idea is that IS can connect the work we do to 
the ILCC we can define a process that will work for other sections. 

• Exec will work on this to develop a workflow that will allow committees to report 
their work in terms of these objectives. 
 

C. IS Committee and Task Force activities and updates (Committee Chairs and 
Executive Committee Liaisons) 
 

• Discussion Group Steering Committee.  Current Issues Discussion today at 4pm.  
Topic is Affective Learning Outcomes for Library Instruction.  Discussion will be 
moderated by Bob Schroeder (Portland State U) and Elyssa Stern Cahoy (Penn 
State).  On January 26, 2011, there will be a virtual discussion on Service 
Learning moderated by Gabe Gossett.  Platform will be Adobe Connect. 

• Mentoring.  The committee issued a call for mentors and mentees.  They made 
12-13 matches.  Each pair is sent regular prompts for conversation.  The 
committee has received very positive feedback about the matches from 2 people.  
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o Last year’s participants were sent a thank-you letter.  From this, the 
committee discovered that several mentors had the experience of a mentee 
who dropped out or stopped making contact.  Anyone with ideas for how 
to engage unemployed/underemployed librarians, or to get feedback from 
those who have dropped out should contact Wendy Holliday. 

o The committee is still receiving applications, mostly from potential 
mentees.  They need more mentor applications.  Anyone with questions 
should contact Wendy Holliday. 

• Communications.  The committee is working on 2 main projects:  1. Revamping 
the IS newsletter and 2. Hiring a new co-web administrator.  The committee has 
submitted a report to Exec about the newsletter.  They have rewritten the web 
administrator job description and put out a call for applicants 

• Web Administrators.   Web administrators are doing preparatory work for the 
conversion to Drupal.  This will begin in the spring and end sometime in the fall.  
IS has done everything it needs to do, but there are still some formatting issues 
that come up.  After the conversion, the ACRL web sites will be on the same 
platform as ALA Connect, which should allow for more dynamic use of the 
content on those sites.  Committees need to be thinking about how they want 
their information to work on the ACRL website and on ALA connect.  How can we 
best blend information between these two places? 

• Teaching Methods. This committee is also working on two big projects:  1. 
Updating the FYE bibliography (almost complete) and developing a textbooks 
bibliography.  The textbooks project is on schedule.  They are also planning to 
update the tip sheets. 

• Membership.  This committee’s main project was hosting the first virtual IS 
orientation.  Adobe Connect was the platform.  Stephanie Michel was the 
presenter, orienting interested people to the section as a whole and to the process 
of volunteering for committees.  47 people attended when it was initially 
broadcast, and the committee has received emails from ore people looking for the 
archived versions.  The committee is also looking to revamp “new members” 
information on the website.   

• Guidelines for Instruction Programs Standards Revision Task Force.  The task 
force has completed its revisions, incorporating comments from Exec and those 
solicited from the membership via ILI-L.  The revised document will be posted 
for further comment in the February issue of the C&RL News.  The committee is 
looking at an April finish date. 

• Awards.  This committee made major revisions to their procedures to be able to 
work virtually.  Now, all of the IS committees are able to meet virtually. 

  
V. Announcements 
 
A. Getting involved as an Instruction Section committee volunteer (Michel) 
Stephanie Michel explained how to participate in IS by volunteering for committees.  
Polly Boruff-Jones reminded people that they do need to fill out the form again if they 
want to continue volunteering.  They encouraged everyone not involved to volunteer, 
and everyone already involved to renew. 
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• Committee chairs should communicate with any members who have 
appointments that are about to expire that they should fill out the volunteer form 
again. 

• Volunteer form deadline is 2/15.   
• Anyone who knows someone who wants to be involved should encourage them to 

consider serving as an intern.  This is a really valuable position.  IS interns are 
more like committee secretaries.  It is a position intended to give new librarians 
knowledge about the section, but one does not need to be a new librarian to be an 
intern. 

• Stephanie Michel explained that people should feel free to follow up a committee 
form submission with a direct email to the Vice Chair (Stephanie).  This is also a 
good way to let her know about people interested in being interns.  

• Outgoing chairs frequently recommend their replacements from within their 
current committee membership.  Outgoing chairs can also ask to continue as 
chair 

B. Instruction Section discussion forum 
• Discussion session at this conference: Saturday, 4:00 – 5:30, San Diego 

Convention Center, room 05 B 
• Merinda Hensley introduced a discussion item about future events for Advisory:  

Should IS consider moving the Midwinter discussion groups to a completely 
virtual model.  The DGSC is interested in hearing from committee chairs who 
have hosted virtual sessions.  What is the interest/demand?  How have they 
gone?  What has feedback been like? 

• Questions/issues raised: 
o Importance of providing events for those who do not/cannot come to 

conference. 
o Less concern that the virtual sessions would be popular and good.  More 

concern that people would miss in-person events. 
o Provide added value to those who come to midwinter. 
o Online caps (40?) would limit involvement. 
o 2011 Midwinter will be a better gauge of attendance than 2010 was. 
o ACRL whitepaper about the future of midwinter included the point that 

this conference should be less of a business meeting and include more 
opportunities for discussion. 

 
C. Instruction Section program plans for ALA Annual 2011, New Orleans  
Polly Boruff-Jones reported on the planned Instruction Section Program at ALA Annual.  
The topic will be Creativity and Information Literacy.  Presenters:  Woodard, Ward, 
Hensley.  The committee is planning moving microphones and an interactive 
atmosphere.  There will be poster sessions following the program.  The posters will be 
available before the session as well.  Awards will immediately precede the program.  
 
D. Instruction Section soiree 

• Polly Boruff-Jones reported that the Soiree is scheduled for tonight, 5:30 – 7:00 
at the Proper Gastro Pub located at 793 & 795 J Street.  (five minute walk from 
the convention center). 
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VI. New Business 
 
None. 
  
Motion to Adjourn (Merinda Hensley) 
Second: Christy Stevens. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Anne-Marie Deitering, IS Secretary. 


