
ACRL Instruction Section 
Information Literacy Best Practices Committee 

ALA Annual Meeting 2010 
Saturday, June 26, 2010 

  
Committee Members and Guests: 
Michelle Millet (Chair), John Tofanelli, Elana Karshmer, Polly Boruff-Jones, Leslie Horner 
Button, Annette Marines, Cynthia Dottin, Jessame Ferguson, Barry Hennessey, Jill Newby, 
Amanda Hornby 
  
Minutes submitted by: Amanda Hornby 
  
I. Introductions 
  
II. Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved. 
  
III. Notes from Advisory I 

● For the second year in a row, the Instruction Section will hold committee meetings 
virtually for Midwinter 2011. Discussion Groups and a general Instruction Section 
meeting will still happen at Midwinter 2011. 

● There is a push for communications from ACRL/ALA to go through ALA Connect; IS 
members need to be sure to update their profiles so that they receive ALA Connect 
messages via email. 

● The IS committee volunteer form is now open any time for new committee members. 

● At this annual conference, ACRL will vote on a new ACRL funding structure, which will 
give more funds to larger committees. 

  
IV. Notes from Executive Committee Meeting 

● Polly is the ILBP Committee liaison to the Executive Committee. 

● IS will update their annual planning form to align more closely with the ACRL strategic 
planning form and system. The revision to the IS annual planning form will be 
implemented for next year. 

● There will be a new IS Task Force to revise the publications manual, which determines 
changes to the IS website, online forms, style guidelines, etc. To volunteer for the 
publications Task Force, fill out the IS volunteer form. 

  
V. Current status of projects 
a. Changes to document 

● Several edits and changes were made to the “Characteristics of Programs of Information 
Literacy that Illustrate Best Practices: A Guideline” document and submitted to Executive 
Committee for approval. Executive requested that the document changes be submitted 



in “track changes” and that a summary and rationale of changes be included in a re-
submitted version of the document. 

● Once these changes are made and approved by Executive, the changes will be 
forwarded on to SAC for an Expedited Review. 

● Pending approval from Executive and SAC, the document changes will be made and 
posted on ALA Connect for comments from IS membership. 

  
b. Example programs project 

● The example programs project will solicit applications from academic/college libraries 
whose programs serve as examples of information literacy program best practices, as 
outlined in the “Characteristics” document. 

● The example programs group created an application form and a promotional email 
template to solicit applications. 

● Once the “Characteristics” document’s edits have been approved, the example 
programs project and call for applications notice will move forward. 

  
VI. New/Continuing Committee Members 
This agenda item was removed. 
  
VII. New topics? 

● Elana Karshmer is the new ILBP Chair. 

● The group discussed the changes to the “Characteristics” document and the example 
programs application in more depth. 

○ A 2009 survey among users of the “Characteristics” document helped determine 
changes to the document and the need for example programs. 

○ Future planning for the example programs project: 

○ For instruction programs that submit “best practices” applications, we will want to 
determine how many characteristics they need to have in order to be held up as 
example programs. 

○ The incentive for libraries to apply would be recognition from ARCL IS, and this 
committee. 

○ When the committee reviews applications, we will need to account for different 
institution sizes and types. 

  
VIII. Adjourned 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 


