
      ACRL Instruction Section (IS)   
Discussion Group Steering Committee 

 
ALA Annual Conference 

Saturday, July 11, 2009, 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
Sheraton Chicago Hotel & Towers, Room: Chicago BR VII 

 
Committee members present:  Joe Clark, Kate Gronemyer, Liz Evans, Merinda 
Hensley, Carrie Forbes (co-ch), Nancy Gibson, Victor Baeza. 
 
Committee members excused:  Gail Gradowski (co-ch). 
 
Vistors:  Jean Caspers (Executive Liaison). 
 
Minutes from the prior meeting were not read. 
 
Agenda: 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
Forbes welcomed all, and introductions were skipped as all were acquainted.  
Forbes stated that the committee would get three new members next year, and 
that most of the current members were reappointed for the next year or 
continuing current appointments.  Nancy Gibson and Gail Gradowski will be 
leaving the committee.  
 
II. Summary of IS Advisory Council Meeting (reported by Forbes) 

 
Midwinter will be virtual, with no required IS committee meetings.  Virtual 
meetings are to be held, and the date/time must be posted in advance on ALA 
Connect and must occur before the Midwinter conference.  One Discussion 
Group Forum and IS Soiree will happen, as well as the meeting for committee 
chairs.  Over 150 IS members attended the Soiree at Annual in Chicago.  As 
revenue has dried up, ACRL is $650,000 in debt, but has $3.7 million in cash 
reserves.  ACRL is attempting to recruit more new members and cut costs by 
using electronic newsletters.  Everyone is encouraged to explore ALA Connect 
online.  Attendance at LOEX was 285, which was held in New Mexico.  LOEX will 
be held in Dearborn, MI in 2010 and Dallas/Ft. Worth, Texas in 2011.  The IS 
conference program for next year’s Annual Conference is evidence-based 
practice.  The Mentoring Committee is looking for mentors, which is a one-year 
commitment.  Communication between mentor and mentee occurs through email 
and possibly a breakfast meeting at future conferences.  Since attendance is now 
virtual for Midwinter 2010, IS will be stricter about attendance at the Annual 
meeting.  Virtual participation is now more important.  New planning forms are 



being created, and should be sent out in August. 
 
III. Review readiness for forthcoming Discussion Groups: today at 3:30 - 5:00, 

Teacher Proficiencies: Applying Proficiency Standards for Instruction 
Librarians in Your Library, and tomorrow, 10:30-12:00 noon, Using 
Discovery-Based Learning to Engage Students with Information Literacy. 

 
Clark stated that the room for today’s event was set up properly and looked 
good.  Help would be needed to collection the evaluation forms. 
 
IV. Review and Selection of Proposals for Midwinter 2010 
 
Discussion of whether our virtual meeting in January 2010 should be closed, as 
we discuss and select proposals. Jean Caspers announced that Suzanna Eng 
will be the new liaison for the committee.  The pros and cons of each of the four 
submitted proposals were discussed, with consensus for #2 (What Works: 
Sharing Best Practices for Teaching Information Literacy Online) and #4 (Beyond 
the Basics: Teaching Students Through Experiential Research).  Forbes will craft 
an email for proposal #2’s conveners, inviting them to be the virtual group, which 
would occur shortly after Midwinter.  Proposal #4 will be Midwinter’s live 
discussion group. These emails will be sent to the group for feedback before 
going out to the potential conveners.  
 
V. Discussion of ALA Midwinter Virtual Discussion Pilot 
 
Gronemyer suggested that it would be good to have a live audience for the 
virtual. We wondered whether ALA would purchase software for the session if 
needed? If no budget or short timeframe exist, we could put up a video of the 
session, making it non-interactive. Gronemyer and Baeza will look into software 
possibilities for the virtual session. Agreement on the Midwinter: one live session, 
and one virtual session, followed by a live/virtual session for next year’s Annual 
Conference (if possible). We could also get suggestions/ideas for technical 
solutions by putting out a call to IS committee members.  Committee members 
who are planning to be present at Midwinter include Evans, Forbes, Hensley, and 
Baeza. Evans will be the liaison for the in-person discussion group; Baeza will 
serve as liaison if the other group occurs in-person, but otherwise Gronemyer will 
be the liaison to the virtual group. 
 
VI. Other Business 
 
The committee will decide when to schedule the upcoming virtual meeting. 
 
Time of adjournment: 2:50 p.m. 



 
 
Next meeting to be held virtually, time and date TBA. 
 
Minutes taken by Joe Clark 
 
 


