
ACRL Instruction Section 
Teaching Methods Committee Meeting 

ALA Midwinter Conference 2008 – Philadelphia, PA 
Saturday, Jan. 12, 2008 1:30-3:30pm 

Loews Philadelphia, Regency Ballroom B 

Members Present: Jennifer Hootman (Chair), Alanna Aiko Moore, Ping Situ, Susie 
Skarl 

Excused Absences: Charlie Potter (Intern) and Susanna Cowan (Virtual Member) 

Visitors: Susan Vega Garcia (Executive Liaison), Shirley Branden, Susan Kratt, and 
Andrew Whitis 
 

1.) Welcome and Introductions 
 
• Jennifer Hootman welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked committee 

members to introduce themselves to the group. 
 
2.) Additions / changes to agenda 

 
• There were no additions or changes to the agenda. 

 
3.) Overview of notes from Saturday’s IS Advisory meeting – Jennifer Hootman 

(Chair) 
 

• Noted that the IS Advisory meeting was an interesting learning experience. 
 
• Discussed that IS Committees will have the Survey Monkey tool available to 

them for projects approved by Exec. Additionally, the Instruction Section is 
seeking volunteers to participate in the IS Web Site Design Implementation 
Task Force for those who may be interested.  Deadline for volunteering is 
January 25. 

 
• Also discussed future committee website updates. The IS web administrators 

ask that any committee web updates or changes (more than five small 
changes) be submitted in HTML code; Microsoft Word should not be used.  
Anything less than five or so small changes can be submitted in an e-mail. 

 
• ALA Council is currently considering opening up all ALA committee 

listeservs to anyone, rather than only to committee members. This would 
allow any interested parties to follow the work of a committee.  

 
• Update on the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim: Jeff Liles will be the 

keynote speaker. The presentation, “Creating Change: Teacher Librarians and 
New Learners” will focus on learning theory and connecting with “netgens.” 



 
• Annual Planning and Measuring Success forms from all IS committees will 

now be posted on the IS website in a central location, similar to the way that 
conference committee minutes are handled.  The Planning Committee will be 
in charge of that work, which will start with this year. 

 
• LOEX 2008 Conference in Oak Brook, IL--(May 1-3, 2008): The deadline to 

register for this year’s LOEX Conference is 2/8/08 at 1:00 PM EST. There are 
student discounts for the conference.   

 
• LOEX 2009 Conference in Albuquerque, NM will be held on April 30-May 2, 

2009. 
 
• The Executive Committee and the Policy & Publications Review Committee 

are discussing possible revisions to the Publication Policies & Procedures 
Manual. 

 
4.) Projects 

a. TMC Web Updating 
 

i. Overview of work done this year – J. Hootman 
 

The TMC had more web updating to do than originally realized. The 
TMC home page is now updated and looking good.  Committee 
members are asked to take a look at the website following Midwinter 
and be sure to alert Jennifer to any additional web updates or errors.  
This needs to be done again soon after Annual with the new, incoming 
chair. 

 
ii. Plans for any upcoming changes – J. Hootman 

 
For future changes, the TMC will need to submit in HTML code rather 
than a Microsoft Word document. 

 
b. FYE Bibliography 

 
i. Overview of work done this year – J. Hootman 

 
TMC’s work on the FYE Bibliography was not approved last year.  
So, TMC revised last year’s additions and resubmitted to the 
Executive Committee.  That work was approved.  TMC also combined 
the original FYE Bibliography, compiled by Scott Walter, with the 
revised content from last year.  This new bibliography is available now 
on the TMC website.   In addition, this year’s additions (three new 
titles) to the bibliography were completed and approved by the 
Executive Committee. The IS web administrators have had difficulties 



uploading this new content to the website due to issues  with the new 
content management system (CMS) , but will work to resolve these 
problems after Midwinter. 

 
ii. Discuss criteria for title selection and annotations – Committee  

 
Some annotations and citation styles from last year were not done 
consistently and needed to be edited.  Therefore, TMC has worked on 
creating a Tips document for the FYE Bibliography, which provides 
parameters for the publication.  This has been drafted and is ready to 
be submitted to the Executive Committee for approval. 

   
c. Textbook reviews 

 
i. Review timeline & work (past & present) – J. Hootman 

 
TMC work on the Textbook Reviews project was not approved by the 
Executive Committee last year.  Last year’s Executive Committee 
stated that some of the annotations did not fit within the parameters 
and some materials were out of scope.  So, TMC will need to revise 
last year’s work and resubmit to Executive for approval. 

 
Before adding new titles to the project, TMC will need to create a Tips 
document for the Textbook Reviews that will assist the committee in 
clarifying the scope and process of the project. It will also assist the 
committee with choosing new titles and making revisions and updates. 

 
It was suggested that TMC consider dividing the bibliography into 
categories (such as pedagogy, assignment design, etc.)  

 
ii. New project leader – Committee  

 
To include TMC members who weren’t able to attend Midwinter, 
Jennifer Hootman will ask for a Textbook Review project leader(s) via 
email after the conference. 

 
d. Future Brainstorming Sessions 

 
i. Ideas – Committee 

 
If TMC has any ideas for future Discussion Forum sessions, they need 
to be submitted to the Discussion Steering Committee by 4/1/08.  If 
accepted, TMC would be responsible for leading that Forum during 
the conference. 

 
 



Lapsing Terms 
 

Jennifer Hootman reminded committee members with lapsing terms that they must 
complete a new volunteer form to be appointed to an IS committee for 2008-2009. 
Members can confirm when their term ends by viewing the current committee rosters. 
Appointments for 2008-2009 will be made early this year, so interested members 
should submit a volunteer form by 2/15/08. For anyone who may be interested in 
becoming an intern, the intern is a full member of the committee with the additional 
responsibility of taking meeting minutes. 

 
Chair 
 

Jennifer Hootman asked committee members to notify her if they are interested in 
serving as Chair of the Teaching Methods Committee next year (2008-2009). She will 
be asked to pass on recommendations. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
Susie Skarl, 1/19/08 
Committee Member 
 
 
 
 
 


