
ACRL Instruction Section 
Information Literacy Best Practices Committee Meeting 

2008 Midwinter Conference, Philadelphia, PA 
Lowes, Regency Ballroom B 

Saturday, January 12, 2008, 1:30 – 3:30 
 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Sheril Hook (Chair), Polly Boruff-Jones, Deborah Gaspar, Beth Thoms, Diane 
VanderPol, Paul Victor, Stephanie Sterling-Brasley (Recorder), Sarah McDaniel 

Absent:  Allison Level (Excused Absence) 

Visitors:  Aimee Larke, Richard Caldwell, Anthony Costa, 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

II. Approval of Agenda and minutes 

The minutes, which had been approved online, were officially approved 

III. Announcements 

• The Instruction Section is seeking volunteers for the IS Web Site Design Implementation 
Task Force.  The Task force will test and implement designs.  See 
http://www.ala.org/acrl/is for more information 

• The ACRL Executive Committee is going to make available on the ACRL website  a list 
of all committee proposals and a very brief description of actions .   

• The IS Soiree at SoleFood restaurant was a success with 150 attendees. 
• LOEX conference registration will open February 8, 2008.  Check the website for the 

time. 
• The LOEX 2009 conference will be held April 30 – May 2 in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
• LOEX of the West will be held from June 4-6 in Las Vegas at University of Nevada, Las 

Vegas.  The IL Best Practice Committee’s proposal was accepted.  There are 3 
presenter spots available.  Sheril Hook and Stephanie Brasley will present.  The 
registration for presenters will take place at the end of February, with the general 
registration beginning in early March. 

o Action:  If anyone would like to co-present on this presentation, contact Sheril 
Hook 

• Committee Appointment or Reappointment Process:  If you are interested in an 
appointment or re-appointment to the IL BPs Committee, you must go through the formal 
process of completing the ACRL Volunteer Interest form.   

o Action:  This is Sheril Hook’s last year as chair. Anyone interested in being chair 
for the upcoming year, contact her. 

• Per Sarah McDaniel, IS has approved a new action plan for a project to partner with 
ALISE for a joint working group on library school curriculum.  Funding for it has already 
been approved. 



 
IV. Status of Changes to the ISBP website (Project #1) 

• Allison Level has reviewed the Institute’s website to see what needs to be transferred to 
the IS BP website and prepared a report which was sent to Sheril Hook Friday, January 
11, 2008.  Although the deadline of 12/15/07 has slipped, progress is being made 
towards completion. 

o Action:  Sheril Hook will contact Elyssa Cahoy, the ACRL IL website 
Administrator about this (note: Per Allison Level email after mid-winter meeting, 
Sheril Hook will follow up with Cahoy on project #1) 

 
V. Status and Next Steps:  List of Websites presented to Advisory (Project #2) 

• Debbie Gaspar and Beth Thoms scanned the ALA websites and produced a list of 
approximately eight websites (ACRL and LIRT)  to which the Best Practices site could 
be linked.  A discussion ensued about whether we can identify additional sites and 
whether those have to also be approved by Exec.  Per Sarah McDaniel, any additional 
sites do not need to be approved by Exec, however, they should be listed in the annual 
report for the BPs Committee.   

• Diane VanderPol suggested sending a message to the ILI listserv asking if academic 
institutions with IL programs would like to link to the IL BP document.  She wondered if 
the message to IL would need to be vetted.  Sarah McDaniel informed the group that this 
is a Publications question. During the meeting, she checked on the protocol for this.  
Result:  VanderPol will need to submit the draft message to McDaniel. 

o Action:  Diane VanderPol will draft a message for the ILI listserv to be approved 
by Exec. 

• There was a discussion about whether the eight identified websites were those that had 
standards as the policy is that links cannot be made to ACRL standards webpages. 

o Action:  Sheril Hook and Sarah McDaniel will work on the list of websites with 
the ACRL webmaster 

 
VI.  Status and Next Steps for Type2 publications (Project #3) 
• Project 3 entailed submitting proposals for poster sessions, conference presentations, or 

discussion panels to a variety of conferences to Exec. for approval.  Status: 
 
• Educause MidAtlantic- Proposal submitted to Exec 10/9/07:  The Best Practices piece 

was bundled with the e-clips being done by Steve Gilbert.  Exec did not approve the 
proposal. An individual on the committee submitted the proposal to Educause ( it was 
accepted  by Educause), but ensured that it was not presented as being on behalf of the 
IS ILBP Committee during the presentation . 

 
• LOEX – proposal submitted to Exec. 10/15/07:  This proposal, drafted by Boruff-Jones 

and Gaspar, was accepted by Exec.  They have not received word on acceptance by 
conference planners; this is anticipated in the next few weeks. 

 



• LOEX of the West – proposal submitted to Exec 12/1/07:  This proposal, drafted by Hook 
and Brasley, was approved by Exec.  Per VanderPol, a conference organizer, the 
proposal has been approved.  Hook and Brasley will present.  Any handouts must be 
approved by Exec.  3 presenters are possible. 

o Action:  If another person would like to present, contact Hook. 
 

• ALA Annual – proposal submitted to Exec 12/1/07:  The 12/1/07 deadline for a 
discussion group presentation was missed, so the committee will try again next year.  
Per McDaniel, perhaps it is possible to still propose a discussion session presentation 
for this year.  If it is feasible, volunteers are needed to plan the presentation.  Paul Victor 
volunteered.  Gaspar and Boruff-Jones mentioned that some of their content could be 
used if they aren’t approved for the LOEX conference.  There was discussion of having 
small groups and the need for 4-5 facilitators from the committee.  During the meeting, 
McDaniel followed up on a timeslot and updated the group.  Basically, the DGSC 
Discussion Group Steering Committee holds a timeslot each year.  McDaniel suggested 
the committee go forward with a proposal for either this summer or next summer. 

 
• ACRL 2009 – Proposal to be submitted to Exec 3/08:  Boruff-Jones and Thoms will draft 

this.  The call for proposals came out in November, 2007.  There was discussion of 
ideas for this proposal.  Boruff-Jones mentioned the possibility of adapting the LOEX 
proposal for the ACRL conference.  Per the call, it is very Library/Web 2.0.  There are 2 
characteristics which lend themselves to Web 2.0 practices:  Outreach and Pedagogy. 

 
VII.  Status of e-clips proposal (Project #4) 

 
• The proposal was completed and submitted to Exec. who provided feedback.  It was 

decided that this project is too time-intensive, so, it will be dropped for now. 
 
VIII.  Ideas for promoting BP in the future 
 

• Planning for next year’s activities with the new chair.  Per Hook, the planning document 
is due at the end of September, 2008. 

• Wiki idea revisted:  Per McDaniel,  the parameters for wikis are lessening, so it is 
possible to have one.  Rick Fought, last year’s member, had suggested we add content 
to an existing wiki, such as the library section of Wikipedia 

• Identifying examples for BP categories.   A discussion ensued about how to identify and 
publicize the examples.  Suggestions included a book of case studies.  Hook noted that 
this was the focus of the committee for the last two years and not much progress was 
made.   She suggested we review the minutes from the four meetings that were devoted 
to this discussion.  McDaniel suggested focusing on creation of the framework for the 
best practices.  Afterward, the example-gathering process would be easy.  In terms of 
storage and access for the examples, Boruff-Jones noted that ACRL has an Expert’s 
database that could be used as a model. 



• Committee next year:  There was a brief discussion of people’s terms and who would 
possibly reapply. 

 


