
Minutes of the Research and Scholarship Committee (R&S), Instruction Section (IS), Association of 

College & Research Libraries (ACRL) 

American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference, Anaheim, California 

Saturday, June 28, 2008, 1:30 - 3:30, in Anaheim Convention Center 201 A/B  

Present: Karen Munro (Chair), Roxanne Bogucka, Travis Dolence (2007-2008 Intern), Ramona Islam, 
Merinda McLure, Ellysa Stern Cahoy (IS Executive liaison) 

Visitors: Merinda McLure (IS 2009 Program Planning Committee), David Gross (Guest), Catherine Rae 
Johnson (2008-2009 Intern)  
 
Excused: Christopher Cox  
 
 
I. Call to Order  

Meeting called to order, 1:35 pm.  

 
 
II. Procedural Activities  

1. Introductions  

a. Approval of Agenda  
     

b. Agenda was approved  
 

2. Approval of minutes from Midwinter 2008 (Philadelphia, PA)  

a. Minutes from Midwinter 2008 were approved  

 
 
III. Announcements  

1. Karen Munro welcomed incoming committee chair Christopher Cox and incoming committee 
members Amy Deuink, Jaqui Alvarez, Catherine Rae Johnson (intern), Caroline Casan Barratt 
(virtual), and Larissa Anne Gordon (virtual).  

 
2. Congratulations were extended to Christopher Cox on the recent publication of the Information 

Literacy Instruction Handbook (edited with Elizabeth Blakesley Lindsay, published by ACRL).  
 

• Action Item: Investigate whether an RSS feed for ACRL publications exists and link to 
it from our webpage. Ramona Islam will send the link to Catherine Rae Johnson 
(2008-2009 intern).  

 
 



3. Status update on ISRS “Recording conference audio” tips document. Karen Munro explained to 
the committee the process of writing the document and the process that has gone into getting it 
published.  The document is complete and has been handed off to the IS Policy and Publications 
Review committee, which will take responsibility for posting and maintaining it.  

 
• Action item:  Pursue the posting of the "Recording conference audio" Tips 

document.  Karen Munro will investigate the status of this document with Ellysa Stern 
Cahoy, and will report to the committee or to Christopher Cox, incoming chair, when it 
appears. 

 
4. Other announcements  

o Travis Dolence announced that his position has changed from instruction librarian to Distance 
Learning/Web Librarian.  

 
o Ramona Islam announced that she will be on the College & Research Libraries News (C&RL 

News) Editorial Board. 
 

o Merinda McLure attended and provided updates from IS Advisory Committee meeting, on 
behalf of Karen. 
  

• IS Soiree was a success, with 130 attendees. 
• ACRL section bylaws are being converted to policies and procedures, which will 

facilitate future changes to policies and procedures at the section level. 
• ACRL's tax status is 501c3 and prohibits member endorsement of policital candidates, 

including on listservs such as ILI-L. ACRL statements on this to accompany listserv 
registration, etc., will be forthcoming. 

• ACRL is moving to a process of accepting conference program proposals from 
individuals in addition to sections etc., and to competitively vetting all proposals. This 
will first impact program proposals for 2010.  

• ACRL is adding interest groups, with the intent of accommodating member interests 
not already supported by the organization. An interest group proposal will require a 
minimum of 25 signatures and an approved interest group could receive $150/yr for up 
to 3 years to explore their interest, undertake related programming, etc. 

• Registration for the 2009 ACRL National Conference opens in September 2008, with 
more than 80 scholarships available to support attendance. 

• LOEX 2008 was a success; 2 of 3 post-conference virtual re-representations of sessions 
were archived and will be available in September to LOEX members, through the 
LOEX site. LOEX 2009 will be in Albuquerque, New Mexico, April 30 through May 
2. 

  
Minutes for IS Advisory Council meetings 1 and 2 will later be posted at 
http://tinyurl.com/28vkas .  

 
IV. Discussion items  

1. "5 Things” publication promotion, distribution, and assessment  
Karen handed out a review of our committee activities for 2007-2008, including the creation and 
publication of the “5 Things” document. Response to the document has been positive. 

 
2.  Future "5 Things” publication topics  

There was a discussion whether the "5 Things” documents should be annual or semi-annual. This 



question remains open and will be discussed after Annual conference by the 2008-2009 
committee, with Christopher Cox as Chair. The committee agreed that we should continue to use 
an online writing application (e.g., Google Docs). Karen recommends that we contact the 
Instructional Technologies committee to make sure that we have no conflicts with their 
publications.  

 
• Action item:  Committee will discuss timeline and schedule for "5 Things" publication, 

with C. Cox. 

 
3. Revisions schedule for committee publications 
   (http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/webpages/research/researchscholarship_.pdf)     

Karen passed out the Committee Publications Details & Revision Schedule. The committee is 
scheduled to work of the Bibliography of Research Methods Texts (scheduled for publication in 
Fall 2008). The Committee will also begin the Research Agenda for Library Instruction and 
Information Literacy. Karen encouraged committee members to think critically about workload and 
timelines, and to discuss the scope and merits of the publications with their IS Executive 
Committee liaison and with IS Executive Committee.  

 
• Action item:  Committee will begin work on revising the Bibliography of Research 

Methods Texts for publication in Fall 2008. 

 
 

4. 2009 IS Conference Program Planning Committee update  
Merinda updated the committee about the activities of the 2009 Conference Program Planning 
Committee.  The full committee has now been appointed and will be chaired by Wendy Holliday; 
Merinda will continue on the committee as a member. Merinda suggested that specifically the 
2009 Conference Program Planning Committee would likely welcome suggestions for panelists for 
the program, who would bring experience in connecting research and practice in instruction and be 
comfortable with the workshopping format of the proposed program. Roxanne Bogucka will be the 
Research and Scholarship Committee’s liaison to this committee, to keep both committees 
informed about plans for research-oriented programming at Annual conference 2009. Merinda 
McLure departs from Research & Scholarship after Annual 2008. 

 
V. Thanks to departing committee members  

Karen Munro thanked committee members for their service and will send letters of thanks to all 
committee members.  

 
 
Adjourned at 2:55 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Travis Dolence, Committee Intern 
 
 
 
 
   
 


