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ACRL Instruction Section 
Information Literacy Best Practices Meeting 

Annual Conference, Anaheim, CA 
Anaheim Convention Center, 201 A/B 
Saturday, June 28, 2008, 1:30 – 3:30 

 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Deborah Gaspar (meeting chair), Polly Boruff-Jones, Beth Thomas, Paul 
Victor, Stephanie Brasley (recorder), Sarah McDaniel (liaison) 
 
Absent:  Sheril Hook (Chair, excused absence), Allison Level (excused absence), 
Diane L. VanderPol (excused absence) 
 
Visitors:  Keith Dawson (kdawson@lifepacific.edu), Tim Held (theld@csustan.edu), 
Richard Caldwell (incoming member, Caldwell@library.ucsb.edu), Steven Vest 
(vest@alma.edu), Mindy Drake (mdrake@csum.edu), Steve Shaw 
(sjshaw@puanu.edu), Sandra Vella (savella@ucdavis.edu) 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Stephanie Sterling Brasley was welcomed as incoming chair.  Introductions of 
members and visitors present. 

 
II. Additions/Changes to the Agenda 
 
No additions or revisions to the agenda. 
 
III. Approval of 2008 midwinter minutes 
 
The 2008 Midwinter meeting minutes, which had been approved via email, were 
officially approved. 
 
IV. Update from Advisory Council Meeting 
 
Stephanie Brasley attended the Advisory Council meeting on Sheril Hook’s 
behalf and reported the following updates from the Advisory Council I meeting 
6/28/08, 8:00-9:30: 

 Executive Committee Actions – it was announced that Executive 
Committee actions would be appended to its minutes and posted on the 
web. 

 Results of IS 2008-09 Election:  Clara Fowler is the vice-chair. 
 IS Award Winners: 

o Dudley:  Craig Gibson 
o Innovation:  Susan Sharpless-Smith 
o Ilene Rockman Publication of the Year:  Patrick Ragains for 

Information Literacy Instruction that Works:  A Guide to Teaching 
by Discipline and Student Population 
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 The Research and Scholarship Committee is launching publication of its 5 
Things series which are slated to be short clips of innovative activities.  It 
is slated to be published annually.  The first one is on copyright. 

 IS Soiree Report – 130 people attended – a very successful event! 
 ACRL Sections Council Report – Sarah McDaniel reported: 

o there will be a change in the governance procedure.  Specifically, 
bylaws are being converted to policies and procedures and a 
template has been developed to facilitate the process of making 
revisions to the policies and procedures. 

o Be very careful not to talk about politics (e.g. endorse political 
candidates) on any of the IS listservs because ALA and ACRL are 
503 (c) organizations and the IRS could revoke our tax status if the 
rules are broken.  This policy includes the ILI listserv.  ACRL will 
write up some policies to be incorporated into the listserv 
subscription communications that go to subscribing members. 

o Within ACRL there will be a new procedure for submitting 
conference proposals.  Instead of the current practice of individual 
sections and committees submitting proposals, these will now go to 
a Professional Development Coordinating Committee who will vet 
the proposals.  This practice will begin as of the 2010 conference. 

o There will be a new type of group added to the ACRL structure:  
Interest Groups, as a pilot.  The goal is to give potentially unheard 
voices (e.g. Technical Services) a voice in the organization.  These 
will be active for 3 years and receive $150 for programming to 
explore the group’s interest.  After three years, there will be a 
review to decide whether a more permanent group should exist.   
ACRL members may select up to 3 free during their membership 
renewal. 

 LOEX update:  Brad Sietz reported that 350 people attended the 2008 
LOEX, the largest ever.  45 sessions were held in person.  New activities:  
After the conference, 3 weeks later, 3 conference sessions were repeated 
as virtual sessions for 3 consecutive days.  25-30 people participated.  It 
went well and presenters had more visibility for their topics.  2 of the 3 
sessions have been archived and will be available to LOEX members in 
September.  LOEX 2009 is scheduled for April 30-May 2, 2009 in 
Albuquerque, NM.  Mark Emmons is conference chair and they are 
expecting 275 attendees. 

 ACRL 2009 conference.  There were 475 conference proposals submitted!  
There will be a 20% acceptance rate. 

 
V. Project Status Reports 
 
Deborah Gaspar distributed the ILBP committee’s Activity/Project list for the 
year.  Status: 

 Project 1:  Create a more complete IS BP site by moving documents from 
the Institute’s (ILL) site to the new ISBP site.  Completed 
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 Project 2:  Present to Exec the list of websites identified by ISBP during 
06-07 as being appropriate for linking to the Characteristics.  Withdrawn 
based on feedback from Exec committee.  Because some of the 
sites are outside of ACRL, we are unable to link due to governance 
and procedural issues. 

 
 Project 3:  Submit proposals for poster sessions, conference presentations 

and discussion panels.  In process.  ACRL 2009 – awaiting decision 
by ACRL Program Planning Committee.  LOTW - Stephanie Brasley 
provided feedback on the Loex-of-the-West presentation that she and 
Sheril Hook did.  They spoke to a full crowd with very good feedback from 
the evaluations.   

 
Action Item:  It was suggested that presenters share their materials 
used with all committee members so that ideas and resources can be 
shared.  So, Stephanie and Sheril will send their materials to the group. 

 
 Project 4:  In collaboration with Steve Gilbertof TLT, prepare a proposal to 

create e-clips for 4 of the 10 categories of Best Practices.  Withdrawn 
during Midwinter. 

 
VI. Discussion Items – The next planning document is due in August, 2008, 

so the committee brainstormed ideas for the upcoming year. 
 

 Wording for ILI listserv – Deborah Gaspar distributed wording for a 
message that would go out on the ILI listserv, an idea generated at 
Midwinter.  Members reviewed the message and questioned the purpose 
of the message and whether this served to give the outcomes we would 
like (i.e. linking to the document and sharing use of it).  It was noted that 
the request to link to the Best Practices document and share use of it 
comes farther down in the message. Also, if we would like people and 
institutions to share their uses then, as discussed at Midwinter, we would 
need to provide people with a template or form to ensure consistency with 
the information gathering.   Result:  it was decided to table this message 
for the time-being and possibly discuss at the next meeting. 

 
 Wiki – The committee revisited the idea of creating a Best Practices wiki 

again.  ACRL, having several wikis, is now more open to the idea.  Again, 
we would need to develop the structure and a template or form for data 
input.  It was suggested that each section of the wiki be maintained by 
librarians from different institutions.  Per Sarah McDaniel, we would need 
to submit a proposal for it – perhaps a “type 3.”  For the proposal, we 
would need to iron out issues related to where it would be hosted, who 
would maintain it, etc. 

 
 Webinars – the committee discussed a webinar series as a pilot.  We 

discussed choosing one category and developing a webinar of effective 
practices around some of its bullet points.  It was suggested that we look 
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at what other topics ACRL is covering in their webinars so as not to be 
redundant.  
Action Item:  Paul Victor will send the link to the ACRL webinar series to 
the committee website. 

 
 Simplifying and Demystifying the Best Practices Document  - 

Stephanie noted that the format  and length of the Best Practices 
document was intimidating and daunting.  The committee discussed ways 
to simplify it and to write wording so as to better market the document.  
Paul suggested making the website one page with a link for more 
information.  Beth talking about adding more marketable wording to the 
introduction.  For example, Steve suggested “10 Best Practices…” so that 
people could anticipate how many there are.  It was also suggested to 
move the current background and history to an appendix so that people 
could see the actual categories without having to scroll for so long before 
they actually come to the document. 

 
 Interest in Best Practices document – Stephanie asked the group if 

there had been any needs assessment on the BP document and the 
answer was no.  There was discussion of creating a quick survey using 
Survey Monkey (ACRL now has a subscription to this) to develop a quick 
survey to gauge people’s awareness, interest, and applied use of the Best 
Practices document.  This might help inform the format of the wiki and 
the template for gathering useful information.  We would like to submit 
some questions for the survey with the planning document. 
Action Item:  Polly Boruff-Jones will draft some tentative questions to 
send to the committee for review prior to submission of the planning 
document. 
 

 Several members volunteered to work on our proposed projects: 
o Survey – Polly Boruff-Jones 
o ISBP document update – Beth Thomas, Paul Victor 
o Wiki Proposal – Stephanie will talk to the IS webmaster about wiki 

software, maintenance, etc.  She will talk to Sarah first as liaison. 
o Webinar – the committee will discuss more after the draft of the 

planning document is sent to members 
 

 
VII. Adjourn – the meeting was adjourned at 3:00pm. 


