
2008 ALA Annual Meeting 
ACRL Instruction Section 

Communication (part of Multi-Committee Mtg.) 

Anaheim Convention Center. 201 A/B. 

Saturday, June 28, 2008 
1:30-3:30PM 

Committee Members Present: Melissa Becher, Mireille Djenno, Marsha Forys, Russell Hall, 
Arianne Hartsell (intern), Jennifer Sharkey, Kenneth Simon, Alec Sonsteby (ch) 

Committee Members Excused: Meghan Sitar, Amy Hoseth 

1. Preliminaries 
 
a. Introductions were made. 

 
b. Agenda approved with no revisions. 

 
c. The minutes from the 2008 Midwinter Conference were approved. 

 
2. Announcements from Advisory Council 

 
Alec reported on actions from the Advisory Council meeting held the morning of June 28th: 

• IS’s Conference Program, 2008 “Creating Change: Teacher Librarians and New 
Learners” will be held on June 29th from 1:30-3:30.  A flyer was passed around. 

• Registration for the ACRL 2009 Conference begins September 8th, 2008. 
• Reminder about our tax-exempt status.  Because of this status, all of our 

communications and publications must make sure not to promote a particular 
political candidate. 

• ACRL has decided that not every ACRL section is guaranteed a program at 
ALA Conferences.  Sections have to put in a proposal and then it will be voted 
on.  Individuals can also now put in proposals.  IS has a strong history of good 
programs and will likely not have problems getting programs accepted. 

• The By-laws for sections are morphing into Policies and Procedures to make it 
easier for sections to make decisions and act on them. 

• IS will have a Current Topics Discussion Group I: “Using the Social Web to 
Promote and Enhance Information Literacy” on June 28th from 4:00-5:30. 

• IS will have a Current Topics Discussion Group II: “Academic Library 
Instruction in an Online Learning Environment” on June 29th from 10:30-12:00. 



• IS will co-sponsor with the ACRL's Committee on Ethics a program called "Is 
There a Right to Information Literacy? Academy Responsibility in the 
Information Age" on June 29th from 4:00-5:30. 
 

3. Reports 
 
a. Committee List Administrator (Alec) There are no problems. 
 
b. ILI-L Administrator (Alec, on behalf of Richard Wisneski).  Alec passed out a report 
written by Richard Wisneski on the status of ILI-L.  Alec made note of several items on the 
report: 

• There are 4,505 members of the list-serv. 
• Some of the big topics discussed in the past several months include assessment of 

information literacy instruction, plagiarism tutorials, 1-credit hour instruction literacy 
courses, distance education. 

• A footer has been added pointing people to the Archives, so people know what has 
already been discussed. 

• The list-serv posted a survey created by a subcommittee of the IS Communication 
Committee asking members to give feedback about the list-serv.  The number of 
respondents was very high.   

• Richard Wisneski’s term as ILI-L Administrator is over.  Alec noted that he has done a 
very good job.  Kenneth Simon will be replacing him. 
 

c. Newsletter Editor (Mireille).  September 12th is the fall deadline for submissions to the 
newsletter.  Melissa Becher helped proofread the newsletter, which made the final product 
stronger.  There was a question asked during the ACRL Orientation about what desktop 
publishing software is used to make the IS newsletter.  Mireille uses Adobe Indesign, which 
has proven to be very stable. 
 
d. Web Site Co-Administrators (Melissa and Jennifer).   

• They are still maintaining the website and uploading files.   
• They are assisting the IS Web Redesign Task Force.  This Task Force is sending a six 

to seven page document to Executive Council.   
• They are also providing assistance to the Archivist, who is looking into whether or not 

IS needs to archive everything in print and online.  They recommend not saving 
electronic, unless it’s to save the code.  The exception would be pdf’s of newsletters 
and minutes.   

• Their report to Executive Council mentions the amount of spam being received.  The 
comments form receives hundreds of pieces of spam a day.  The ACRL Web 
Administrator has no solution at this point.  The Committee discussed several solutions.  



There is a Web Form Anti-Spam program, which uses Java Script that is unreadable by 
spambots.  If we purchase, how to pass permissions on to future web administrators?  
This program may be appropriate for the ILI-L form.  One question raised is whether 
we need a comments form on the website?  The committee felt it might not be 
necessary. 

• The Executive Council report also asks how long should documents stay on the 
website.  There are documents on the website now that are not linked to anything 
anymore.  They are often old and out-of-date.  Executive Council asked them to come 
up with a list of documents that are no longer linked.  It was agreed that minutes should 
be kept, but not old conference schedules and old rosters. 

• Alec will be getting the report from Executive soon. 
 

4. Additional Reports/Discussion 
 
a. Status and Update of project 2: IS Web-based newsletter supplement (Mireille and 
project team.  A proposal was submitted to Jean Casper, our Executive Council liaison, in 
February.  It was provisionally approved in March.  The committee submitted a revised 
proposal.  The main change that Executive Council wanted to see was that there would be 
someplace where the entire list would be published.  “Currents” will be published entirely 
online.  The print part will point to the online part.  This proposal is with Executive Council 
now.  Mireille will let us know the response.  Hopefully we can start asking for submissions 
this fall. 
 
b. Status and Update of project 4: ILI-L Survey (Russ, Marsha, and Alec).  Alec passed 
out the Results and Recommendations of the survey: 

• There were 300 respondents. 
• 72.6% of respondents have subscribed to the list for two or more years and 

72.9% read it daily. 
• 96.6% of respondents are either somewhat or very satisfied that the list is 

meeting its stated objectives and feel that discussion topics are either sometimes 
or frequently of interest to them. 

• There were seven preliminary recommendations. 
• 78.6% of respondents rarely or never reply.  It was discussed whether this was a 

concern.  The second recommendation suggested looking at ways to increase 
participation.  The Executive Council was not overly concerned about this.  
Members of the committee agreed that this rate of participation is typical for 
list-servs.  Plus most people are generally happy with the list-serv.  The 
committee wasn’t sure about how to increase participation, except by giving 
encouragement. 



• The fifth recommendation was to stop pursuing the idea of a subject-based 
archive.  Though many respondents liked the idea, very few respondents are 
currently using the keyword archive.  If few people are inclined to use the 
archive, it may not be worth the large amount of work it would take to create a 
subject-based archive.   The Committee agreed to stop pursuing the subject-
based archive and instead try to improve the keyword search functionality 
(recommendation four).  This concern will be forwarded to the technical staff at 
ALA to see how the keyword search might be improved. 

• Recommendation six involved improving the visibility of the keyword archive 
and the RSS feed with links to each in the footer of each list message.  Kenneth 
will look into this. 

• Recommendation seven mentioned the need for a written ILI-L moderator 
policy. 

• There was some concern whether or not we need to make it clear that this list-
serv is an IS product.  It was agreed to ask Jean Casper if a footer saying 
“Sponsored by IS” is needed. 

• These Results and Recommendations are currently with the Executive Council. 
 

c. Status and Update of project 1: Subject-based archive (Alec and project team).  As 
mentioned above, it’s currently felt that we won’t be going forward with this project.  There 
would be a lot of difficulties in deciding how to arrange the archive.  There would also be a lot 
of work involved with retroactively putting in older archived material. 
 
5.       New Business 

 
a. ACRL IS Wiki.   Currently Executive Council just wants it to be used by members for 
commenting.   The Committee wonders if Executive Council will want to do more with the 
wiki in the future. 

i. Alec asked for a volunteer to review the wiki every month to make sure everything 
is up-to-date.  This task won’t necessarily involve adding new content.  Arianne 
Hartsell volunteered to do this task. 

 
b. Appointments for positions beginning after Annual 2009 

i. Open positions 
1. Committee list administrator.   Alec is cycling off for this position.  Alec 

passed out a description of this position. 
2. Web co-administrators.  Jennifer Sharkey can be appointed again.  There 

is the possibility of at least one opening, maybe two for this position.  Alec 
passed out a description of this position. 



ii.   Review appointments, timeline, and tasks.  Tip Sheet for Selecting IS Administrator 
Positions was passed out.  Those currently in the positions need to review the position 
descriptions.  The subcommittee selection groups will consist of a person currently in 
the position plus at least one other person.  Alec asked members of committee to let 
him know if they are interested in being on one of these selection groups.  Ads will then 
go in the newsletter.  The deadline will probably be in January, so that there will be 
more applicants. 
 

c. Discussion of other ideas for 2008-2009 committee work and focus. 
i.  Development of a tip sheet for the ILI List Administrator. 
j. There were no other ideas presented, but Alec will ask again later. 

 
d. Status of Committee Membership. Everyone present at the meeting will stay on the 
committee next year.    Anyone going up for evaluation or tenure in their position can ask Alec 
for a letter detailing his or her work on the committee.  Alec noted that this year was very 
successful in terms of tasks completed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm.  Next meeting will take place at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in 
January. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Arianne Hartsell 

 

 
 

 

 


