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MINUTES 
 

Advisory Council Members Present:  Jean Caspers (ch), Sarah McDaniel, Susan Vega García, Jennifer 
Dorner, Ellysa Cahoy, Lori DuBois, Susan Miller; Susan Avery, Terrence Bennett, Amy Deuink, Gail 
Gradowski, Chris Hollister, Jennifer Hootman, Merinda McLure, Claudia Ruediger, Sarah Sheehan, 
Alec Sonsteby, Mark Szarko, Melissa Becher, Jennifer Sharkey, Chad Kahl, Brad Sietz 
 
Members Excused:  Caroline Barratt, Susan Beck, Chris Cox, Mireille Djenno, Elizabeth Dupuis, Erin 
Ellis, Britt Fagerheim, Esther Grassian, Lisa Hinchliffe, Wendy Holliday, Sheril Hook, Rebecca 
Jackson, Michelle Jacobs, Alexia Hudson, Elizabeth Blakesley Lindsay, Colleen Major, Michelle Millet, 
Karen Munro, Edward Owusu-Ansah, Marsha Schnirring, Kimberley Wilcox, Richard Wisneski 
 
Guests:  Susanna Eng, Clara Fowler; Lisa Ancelet, Michelle Twait, Joe Murphy 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 10:00 am. 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions.  All introduced themselves. 

 
II. Call for Additions and Revisions to the Agenda.  Need to remind chairs of measuring success 

forms.  No other additions. 
 
III. Old Business 

 
From Advisory I meeting:  Jennifer Dorner reported that the chairs of PRIMO, Instructional 
Technologies, and Teaching Methods agreed to retire the “Tips for effective web-based instruction” 
web page.  Jennifer added that whether or not it actually remains on the web site will be decided 
during web redesign and archiving discussions later. 
 
IV. Announcements  

A. Reimbursement requests due to Jean Caspers by August 5.  If you have pre-approved 
expenses, get original receipts to Jean along with a copy of the Reimbursement request form 
on the IS web site.  If you have expenses but didn’t get pre-approval, get it to Jean anyway 
and she’ll see if there are funds available to support that. 
 

B. Archiving information.  Susan Vega García reminded committee and task force chairs to 
consult the updated “Archiving Information: Guidelines…” web page for help in selecting and 
organizing materials, and to send their materials for the ALA / ACRL archive to her by the end 
of August 2008.  See:  
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/organizationacrl/archiving/archivinginformation.cfm 

 



C. Measuring Success.  Sarah Sheehan reminded chairs that Measuring Success forms are due 
two weeks after Annual.  Sarah will send out a reminder over the Advisory listserv after 
Annual about this. 

 
D. Orientation.  Amy Deuink gave a preliminary report on Saturday’s IS Orientation program.  

There were 33 attendees and 22 representatives from various committees.  Evaluations 
received were very positive except for the expected “This room was not conducive to the 
function” type of comments.  Amy will send a full report to the Executive Committee after 
Annual. 
 

V. Reports   
 

A. IS Conference Program.  Chris Hollister reported that the IS conference program went well, 
with 231 people in attendance.  That may be lower attendance than usual for IS programs in 
the past, but the beautiful afternoon weather may have played a role.  Evaluations were 
received from about half of those who attended.  Chris has not had time to review all, but 
they seem to be quite favorable comments.   Congratulations to everyone involved for a nice 
job on the program! 

 
From the program planning perspective, Chris added that the necessary laptop didn’t arrive 
until five minutes before the program.  Future program planning committees should know 
that hotels are likely to outsource technology needs.  Jean commented that this was the same 
situation with the projector that never arrived for the Orientation session.  Chris also 
commented that while it seems easier for ACRL to make photocopies for you and doesn’t cost 
much, he discovered that photocopies were not waiting for him at the ACRL booth as he had 
understood, but in the ACRL section of the ALA on-site offices instead, and the emergency 
phone number he had been given was not answered.  Luckily he did find the program 
photocopies in time. 

 
B. Communications in Information Literacy.  Chris Hollister also gave an update on 

Communications in Information Literacy (CIL).  Chris reported that issue number three will be 
out in about two weeks.  He shared a number of statistics that demonstrate the journal’s 
success:  between May and December 2007 they had 33,600 hits on site, with 11,000 unique 
hits; featured articles were downloaded about 2000 times each.  The journal currently has an 
acceptance rate of about 34%, and they have received manuscripts from thirteen different 
countries.  In regard to indexing, they have signed contracts with Ebsco and Wilson, and the 
journal files should be there soon.  Chris is already seeing CIL articles being cited in other 
papers, which is quite good for just one year later.  Print on demand version available via 
lulu.com at http://www.lulu.com/.   They are planning their first theme issue for Fall 2009, 
probably on the topic of assessment.  Future plans include a CIL symposium in a couple years.   

 
C. Update on Conference 2009 planning.  Merinda McLure reported that Sarah McDaniel has 

appointed a full committee now and they met on Saturday.  They are planning a scenario-
based forum panel discussion on applying research findings to instruction practices.  There 
will be a call for summaries or reports that people have in process or have recently published, 
with the plan that several will be accepted for use for the conference program.  They will 
also be looking for panelists who will be comfortable with this sort of scenario-based 
program.  Sarah McDaniel commented that ALA has also shortened the program time slot to 
just an hour and a half, so that will need to be taken into consideration.   

 



D. Current Topics Discussion.  Gail Gradowski reported that there was a huge turnout for the 
first discussion group session with almost 150 people attending, perhaps due in part to the 
good location.  The second session took place at the Doubletree and at same time as the LIRT 
program, with about 50 people attending.  It took place in a smaller room, so this worked out 
well.  Gail reported that both sessions came off really well.  Congratulations to all! 

 
E. Mentoring.  Joe Murphy reported that there are now 40 mentoring pairs, with several mentors 

nice enough to help multiple mentees.  He added that there has been a lot of interest 
expressed for the next round of mentoring, so it looks like the program is off to a strong start.  
He distributed copies of the promotional magnets and laminated bookmarks that the 
committee produced this year. 

 
VI. Discussion Items 

 
A. Web Design Task Force status.  Ellysa Cahoy reported that the Web Design Task Force has 

been following up on work of the previous task force who made some recommendations and 
templates in order to make the web site more responsive to members and easy to use.  This 
new task force is looking at the recommended templates and then recommending scope for 
the rest of the site, including second and third level pages, and coding the pages.  In terms of 
timeline, right now the committee has been working on file structure and recommending 
organization and labeling issues.   Once approved, they’ll start mocking up second and third 
level pages; after that, they’ll start usability testing.  If interested in potentially participating 
in usability testing, contact the task force co-chair Rob Withers and Maura Smale or Web 
administrators Melissa Becher and Jennifer Sharkey.  Usability may start as early as August – 
September 2008.  It is expected that next Spring and Summer leading up to Annual the group 
will be busy with coding.  

 
B.  Member at Large changes.  Sarah McDaniel reported that IS membership voted on the by-

laws change and has approved having four Members at Large with shorter and staggered 
terms.  More people will now have a chance to serve as Member at Large, and staggered 
shorter terms will help continuity.  Each member of the Executive Committee will also have 
fewer committees assigned to them as liaison responsibilities.   Finally, it’s expected that 
more people may become interested in potentially running for Vice-Chair.  After considering a 
number of options, the Executive Committee decided to extend Lori DuBois’s term to begin 
the staggering and continuity.  Many thanks to Lori for agreeing to extend her term!  

 
C. Conference schedule compression.  Jean reported on ACRL’s decision to compress 

conference schedules so the conference length might be shortened by one day.  This means 
that some standing meetings could change times.  Jean said she’s not sure when things might 
change.  Any questions or concerns can be directed to the IS ACRL Board liaison Janis 
Bandelin. 

 
Jennifer Dorner raised a question about Midwinter, and reported that other ACRL Sections such as 
LPSS and CLS have already decided not to meet at MW anymore.  IS has been talking about this 
for a while, and may want to discuss again.  Discussion ensued; questions and comments focused 
on the following issues: 
 

• Committee work timelines.  Without Midwinter, new committees would need other 
means to get started with their work, including virtual meetings.  Virtual meetings could 
encourage committees to get a sooner start on work rather than waiting for Midwinter.  



Current IS virtual committees such as PRIMO have a lot of structure and deadlines and may 
not need synchronous virtual meetings. Other committees may not have this kind of 
structure and deadlines already built in to their committee work, and may need to adapt 
in order to succeed with a virtual work environment. 

• Technology support.  Synchronous virtual meetings might use ACRL online community 
software when this becomes available, and if it is more robust than the previous software 
that was tested.  The LOEX conference planning group used a wiki and 
FreeConferenceCall.com (http://freeconferencecall.com/) for all their work.  A list of 
potential options for virtual meetings could be drawn up, along with tips for using the 
technology well.  The technology would also need to be open to non-members if the open 
meeting proposal is approved.   

• Who would still need to attend.  The IS Executive Committee, Conference Program 
Planning chairs, and chairs who are members of other ACRL committees (such as IS 
Membership chairs who are on the ACRL Membership Advisory Committee) would still need 
to attend face-to-face conferences at Midwinter, but all other committee members would 
be “off the hook.”  Programming such as discussion forums could still take place during 
Midwinter. 

• Travel funding.  It could be helpful to find out how many people have full funding for 
travel to one or multiple conferences, and to actually survey members rather than rely on 
anecdotal accounts. 

 
Action:  Jean will continue this discussion with Executive Committee and see if a task force 
will be necessary to work on this.   

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Minutes taken by Susan A. Vega García, IS Secretary 2007-08 
 
 
 
 
 


