
2010 Instruction Section Membership Committee 

Final Report 

Submitted by: Anne-Marie Deitering & Catherine Fraser Riehle, Co-Chairs 

 

 

Committee Members 

Anne-Marie Deitering, Co-Chair   Catherine Fraser Riehle, Co-Chair   

Brian Kooy, Member    Nancy Weiner, Member 

Gail Gradowski, Member   Michelle (Shelby) Anfenson-Comeau, Member 

Julia Mielish, Member   Kristen Mastel, Intern 

 

IS Orientation Program 

An informal “Meet and Greet” with IS committee Co-Chairs and members for new/interested IS members was 

held as part of the All IS Member / Advisory I meeting at Annual 2010 in Washington, D.C. Attendance was 

low this year (3), likely because of confusion regarding the intended audience and purpose of the meeting and 

no mention of orientation in the conference schedule/scheduler. Names were collected and follow-up letters sent 

explaining how to get involved in the section; names were also collected at Annual’s IS Soiree. Co-Chair 

Catherine Fraser Riehle attended the Orientation portion of ACRL101 to represent IS, and spoke about the 

section and getting involved with 5 interested members. The committee is currently working to implement more 

robust and dynamic virtual orientation content and programming to coincide with Virtual Midwinter.  

 

IS Soiree/ Matching Program 

The Membership Committee used an informal approach to matching returning members with new members at 

the IS Soiree events at Midwinter and Annual 2010. Local Arrangements continued to collect names of “first 

timers” who wanted to be identified as such and/or specifically requested to be introduced to others at the event. 

Matches were made “on the spot” for initial introductions and support; Membership committee members 

remained near the check-in table on “stand-by” to escort individuals upstairs to the event and introduce to other 

members accordingly.   

 

Membership Committee also managed nametags and check-in for the Soiree, and provided a handout listing IS 

events for new and returning members to pick up. 

 

FAQ page  

No changes were made to the FAQ page in 2009-2010. 

 

Other Achievements 

The Membership Committee submitted a proposal (approved by Exec 4/2010) to update and provide “virtual 

orientation” web content and programming. This will be the committee’s primary project for 2010-2011.  

 

The Membership Committee secured vendor sponsorship for the Soiree at ALA Annual 2010. Oregon State 

University’s Library a la Carte project donated $2,500 to sponsor the Soiree.  

 

 

New, Dropped, Reinstated Member Letters 

Between June 2009 and May 2010:  661 letters were sent to new members.  

      279 letters were sent to reinstated members. 

      1052 letters were sent to dropped members. 

 

During the same time period, 253 dropped members filled out the dropped member survey. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Archiving 

In addition to meeting minutes and agendas, correspondence regarding the finalization, approval, and feedback 

of the “Virtual Orientation” proposal will be archived. 

 

 

 

Recommendations 

Attendance at the IS Orientation at Annual 2010 was very low, likely because of the context in which it was 

scheduled. Since it wasn’t listed in any official ALA publication as part of the All IS Members and Advisory I 

meeting, it was difficult to get the word out. Members (especially new or potential) seemed confused about the 

purpose and intended audience for the meeting, especially whether or not it would be appropriate to attend an 

Advisory meeting. Although this year’s Orientation did not conflict with ACRL101 as it has in past years, 

attendance declined instead of increased, likely because of the reasons mentioned above. For the future, we 

recommend a clearer scheduling/labeling of the “All Members/Advisory” meeting and the Orientation. 


