
Measuring Success Form 
 
 
 
Committees listed below should use this document to report the success the committee had in meeting 
each of their long and short-term activities and projects, including those prescribed by their committee’s 
charge. 
 

1. Communication  
2. Information Literacy Best Practices  
3. Information Literacy In The Disciplines 
4. Instruction For Diverse Populations  
5. Instructional Technologies  
6. Management and Leadership  
7. Mentoring Program  
8. Planning  
9. Policy and Publications Review  
10. Professional Education  
11. Research And Scholarship  
12. Teaching Methods  

 
To report on the success of more than one activity or project, please copy and paste the relevant parts of 
the template below, as many times as you need in order to report all of your activities. 
 
After completing this form, please save it using the following file name structure: 
msform<years>_<name of committee>.doc  
 
Example: msform20072008_information literacy in the disciplines.doc 
 
Send this file as an attachment to an email message to, Planning Committee Chair, Rebecca Jackson, 
(rjackson@iastate.edu) and to Sarah McDaniel, IS Chair (smcdaniel@library.wisc.edu) 2 weeks after the 
ALA Annual Conference. 
 
 
Committee/Task Force:    IS Research & Scholarship 
 
Chair: Karen Munro 
 
E-mail Address: kmunro@uoregon.edu 
 
 
 
Activity/Project # _1__ Midwinter 2008 Forum on Library Instruction Research & Practice 
 
1….. Indicate one Goal Area this activity/project best supports: (see end of page for more 
information about the Strategic Goal Areas) 
 

Strategic Area Goal Area 
 

Higher Education and Research 
 

___ Learning 
___ Scholarship 
___ Advocacy 

 
The Profession 

 
__X_ Continuous learning 
___ Leadership 
___ Instruction Technology 



 
The Association ___ Membership 

___ Sustainability 
 
 
2.  Describe the activity or project and how it relates to the strategic direction you identified 
above: With the approval of IS Exec, the committee planned and presented a panel discussion session 
on the role of library instruction research in library instruction practice, titled “Research into Action:  
Leveraging Research into IL Instruction”.  The session was intended to raise awareness among IS 
members about the importance of research as it relates to library teaching in practice.  We also hoped it 
would surface ways to overcome obstacles to performing, publishing, and consulting research in the field 
of library instruction, and help individual librarians to connect research to practice in their home 
institutions, improving the quality and efficiency of both activities.   
 
 
 
3.  Based on the action plan and measurement(s) of success you provided in the Annual Planning 
Form, describe what success your committee had in meeting the objective.  
The session was extremely well-attended, with well over 100 participants and lengthy, involved 
conversation with panelists and within small groups. It was also audio-recorded, a new venture for the 
committee and a relatively new one for IS.  The audio-recording for the session, as well as the 
accompanying reading list, were posted to the IS website, in order to include more IS members in the 
event and to provide an archive of the conversation.  IS Executive Committee subsequently requested 
that our committee create a “Tips” document for recording conference audio, to inform similar efforts by 
other committees in the future.  (This was done, and the Policy and Publications Review Committee will 
post the document to the IS website soon.) 
 
Feedback gathered at the session was overwhelmingly positive, with many attendees indicating that the 
session helped them rethink the importance of instruction-related research to their work, and find new 
ways to incorporate it.  Audience suggestions for ways that the association could support member 
research were shared with the ACRL Research Coordinating Committee. 
 
We were pleased to have the participation of three highly esteemed panelists, who offered multiple 
perspectives on incorporating instruction-related research into teaching practice.   
 
Finally, the 2009 IS Annual Conference Program Planning Committee is planning a program related to 
research, using this event as a springboard to continue the conversation about how research informs 
librarians’ teaching practice.  A member of the Research & Scholarship Committee will serve as an 
informal liaison to the Conference Program Planning Committee through Annual 2009, to help keep both 
groups informed about activities in this field.   
 

 
 
 
 

Activity/Project # _2__  “5 Articles You Need to Read About…” publication 
 
1….. Indicate one Goal Area this activity/project best supports: (see end of page for more 
information about the Strategic Goal Areas) 
 

Strategic Area Goal Area 
 

Higher Education and Research 
 

___ Learning 
___ Scholarship 
___ Advocacy 

 



The Profession 
 

_X__ Continuous learning 
___ Leadership 
___ Instruction Technology 

 
The Association ___ Membership 

___ Sustainability 
 
 
2. Describe the activity or project and how it relates to the strategic direction you identified 

above:  
With the approval of IS Executive, our committee proposed, developed, and published a new 
standing publication modeled after the popular and successful Educause “7 Things You Should 
Know About…”  Our first issue was titled “5 Things You Should Read About Copyright and Sharing 
Instructional Materials.”  The publication is intended to be periodic and, unlike other committee 
publications, will not be maintained, but only archived on the IS Publications web page.  The 
purpose of the project is to make current, timely, and under-discussed topics relevant to library 
instruction more accessible to the IS membership.  We included annotated citations for 5 key 
research and non-research items related to open access educational resources, copyright, and 
intellectual property issues related to sharing instructional materials.  The items included both 
articles as well as other formats both within and beyond the field of LIS.  Overall, intent was to 
provide a user-friendly, timely, appealing, and accessible entrée into library instruction research, by 
providing a highly selective, annotated list of “top items to read” on a given topic. 

 
 
 
3. Based on the action plan and measurement(s) of success you provided in the Annual 

Planning Form, describe what success your committee had in meeting the objective.  
 
Dissemination and promotion has occurred over ILI-L, but not yet via C&RL News or the IS 
Newsletter.  (Both are pending.)  Feedback from the membership has been positive, with several 
librarians writing to thank the committee for addressing the topic.  The 2008-2009 committee is 
currently reviewing its task schedule for the coming year, and considering whether to publish 
another issue prior to Midwinter meeting 2009. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity/Project # _3__  Committee website updates 
 
1….. Indicate one Goal Area this activity/project best supports: (see end of page for more 
information about the Strategic Goal Areas) 
 

Strategic Area Goal Area 
 

Higher Education and Research 
 

___ Learning 
___ Scholarship 
___ Advocacy 

 
The Profession 

 
___ Continuous learning 
___ Leadership 
___ Instruction Technology 

 
The Association _X__ Membership 

___ Sustainability 



 
 

2. Describe the activity or project and how it relates to the strategic direction you identified 
above:  

The Research & Scholarship Committee is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of not only 
the committee’s home page 
(http://www.ala.org/ala/acrlbucket/is/iscommittees/webpages/research/index.cfm) but a number of 
related pages containing committee publications and information.  The 2006-2007 committee 
identified numerous necessary changes to the pages, some as a result of newly-updated 
publications.  The 2007-2008 committee undertook to make these changes, and to maintain and 
update all of the committee’s web pages as needed. 

 
 

3. Based on the action plan and measurement(s) of success you provided in the Annual 
Planning Form, describe what success your committee had in meeting the objective.  
Needed changes were made by Travis Dolence, Committee Intern.  The changes outlined by the 
2006-2007 committee were supplemented by additional changes required by the 2007-2008 
committee’s activities.  For example, the audio recording of the Discussion Group session at 
Midwinter 2008 required the addition of audio files and new text to the committee web page.  
Further, the new “5 Things” publication required the creation of a new web page linking from the IS 
Publications page, to list this and future issues.  Travis Dolence worked closely with Jennifer 
Sharkey, IS Web Manager, to accomplish these changes in a timely and efficient way. 

 
 
 
 
 

Activity/Project # _4__ Final approval of revisions to Bibliography of Citations Related to the 
Research Agenda 
 
1.  Indicate one Goal Area this activity/project best supports: (see end of page for more information 
about the Strategic Goal Areas) 
 

Strategic Area Goal Area 
 

Higher Education and Research 
 

__X_ Learning 
___ Scholarship 
___ Advocacy 

 
The Profession 

 
___ Continuous learning 
___ Leadership 
___ Instruction Technology 

 
The Association ___ Membership 

___ Sustainability 
 
 
2.  Describe the activity or project and how it relates to the strategic direction you identified 
above:    

The 2006-2007 committee submitted a scheduled revision to the Bibliography of Citations Related to 
the Research Agenda prior to ALA Annual Conference 2007 (Washington, D.C.)  IS Executive 
reviewed the submission and suggested revisions.  The 2007-2008 committee took responsibility for 
making the suggested revisions or providing rationales for declining them.  As S Executive requested 
further revisions to these, the 2007-2008 committee took responsibility for making them. 

 



3.  Based on the action plan and measurement(s) of success you provided in the Annual Planning 
Form, describe what success your committee had in meeting the objective. 

The Bibliography of Citations Related to the Research Agenda was successfully revised, 
published, and promoted to IS membership in 2007. 
 
 

 
 

Activity/Project # _5__ Tips Document:  “Recording conference audio” 
 
1….. Indicate one Goal Area this activity/project best supports: (see end of page for more 
information about the Strategic Goal Areas) 
 

Strategic Area Goal Area 
 

Higher Education and Research 
 

___ Learning 
___ Scholarship 
___ Advocacy 

 
The Profession 

 
___ Continuous learning 
___ Leadership 
___ Instruction Technology 

 
The Association _X__ Membership 

___ Sustainability 
 
 
2.  Describe the activity or project and how it relates to the strategic direction you identified 
above:  
Following the committee’s experience recording the audio of the Midwinter 2008 Discussion Group, 
“Research into Action:  Leveraging Research into IL Instruction,” IS Executive requested that we write a 
“Tips” document to assist future committees undertaking similar projects.  The intent was to streamline 
and simplify the recording and distribution process for future committees, and thereby to open 
conference presentations and programs more widely to the IS membership. 

 
 
3.  Based on the action plan and measurement(s) of success you provided in the Annual Planning 
Form, describe what success your committee had in meeting the objective.  
The committee wrote a “Tips” document and submitted it for the review of the IS Executive Committee 
liaison and IS Executive.  Upon their approval, the document was passed to the IS Policy and Publication 
Review Committee for publication and maintenance.  This committee is now working with the IS web 
managers to post the document to the IS website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Strategic Goal Areas 
 



Strategic Area: Higher Education and Research 

Goal Area: Learning 

The Instruction Section enhances the ability of academic and research librarians to be leaders in the 
teaching of information literacy skills for lifelong learning, creating innovative learning environments, and 
developing effective techniques for assessing learning outcomes. 

Goal Area: Scholarship 

Instruction Section members are recognized as authorities on information literacy, teaching and learning 
paradigms, curriculum development, research, and assessment. 

Goal Area: Advocacy 

The Instruction Section’s initiatives enable the higher education community to understand the role that 
academic and research librarians play in the teaching, learning, and research environment. 

Strategic Area: The Profession 

Goal Area: Continuous Learning 

Instruction Section members are continually engaged in learning for their own professional development 
and for the growth of their institutions. 

Goal Area: Leadership 

The Instruction Section is recognized as a leading organization for developing and advocating for the role 
of librarians in information literacy and student learning. 

Goal Area: Instruction Technology 

Instruction Section members are leaders in using and integrating information technologies to create, 
deliver, and manage instructional and information literacy programs and services. 

Strategic Area: The Association  

Goal Area: Membership 

The Instruction Section is an inclusive organization that recruits and retains members using appropriate 
formats and delivery options to support the professional growth of members and their institutions. 

Goal Area: Sustainability 

The Instruction Section is an effective and dynamic organization that continually identifies new ways to 
assess and improve its performance in carrying out its mission for the future. 

 


