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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
 Elizabeth Dupuis, Associate University Librarian for Educational Initiatives and Director of the  

Doe/Moffitt Libraries at the University of California, Berkeley (Chair) 

 Lori Arp, Assistant to the University Librarian at Northwestern University 

 Jennifer Knievel, Reference and Instruction Librarian at the University of Colorado, Boulder 

 
 
NOMINATING PROCESS AND DATA 
 
In October 2006, the chair updated the nomination form on the Section web site with the new 
chair’s name and email address, link to the 2008 committee roster, and new deadline.  In 
December 2006 and January 2007, the chair called for nominations using the IS listservs and IS 
Advisory meetings. A general call for nominations for all ACRL offices published in C&RL News 
during April 2007. 
 
Two nominations were received – one each from the online nomination form and e-mail to the 
chair.  The committee reviewed the list of potential candidates from previous years as well as 
recent IS Advisory rosters to identify other potential candidates for this year.  The committee had 
great difficulty identifying candidates for Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect who had prior experience on the 
IS Executive Committee, so looked for people who had experience on IS Advisory as IS 
committee chairs, as well as those with leadership experience on other ACRL or large-size state 
or regional committees.  To assist with this process we asked ACRL Staff to provide us with a 
committee membership history for all potential candidates so we had a more complete sense of 
their past involvement.  This practice was new for IS but the ACRL Staff were very responsive 
and the information was informative. 
 
Ultimately, the committee developed a list of six potential nominees for Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect, 
four potential nominees for Secretary, and three potential nominees for Member-at-Large. 
Individuals in each category were prioritized and ranked in order of invitation.  In past years a 
member of the Nominating Committee usually contacted the potential candidate by phone.  
Increasingly arranging for a phone call was difficult, so we opted to extend the initial invitation via 
email with a request to talk with the candidate by phone.  This arrangement gave the person 
more time to think about the commitment in advance, and the phone call allowed them to ask 
questions.  Most people wanted two or three days to make a final decision.  Based on past 
year’s experience, the Nominating Committee first secured candidates for the Vice-Chair/Chair-
Elect before extending invitations for other offices. 
 
The first three individuals invited to run for Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect declined.  Two noted 
conflicting workplace priorities and one indicated she had been taken a position with a different 
emphasis; only one person indicated potential interest in serving in the future.  Two individuals 
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were contacted to run for Member-at-Large and both accepted. Three individuals were contacted 
to run for Secretary. One declined, noting that she could not commit to the costs incurred by 
having to travel to both conferences that year.  
 
On May 1, 2007 the committee began contacting individuals to run for office; on July 26, 2007 
the committee had a confirmed and complete slate.  The final slate of candidates was publicized 
in the IS Newsletter (Fall), in C&RL News (Dec.), on the ILI-L listserv, and on the IS Advisory 
listserv.  Election results were announced on May 2, 2008. 
 
 
FINAL CANDIDATE SLATE 
 
Vice-Chair/Chair Elect: 
 Clara Fowler (The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center) 
 Amy Deuink (Pennsylvania State University - Altoona) 

 
Secretary: 
 Kathy Magarrell (University of Iowa) 
 Merinda McLure (Colorado State University) 

 
Member-at-Large: 
 Mark Szarko (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 
 Susanna Eng (California State University - Northridge) 

 
 
 
STATISTICAL PROFILE OF CANDIDATES 
 
  Geographic Distribution:   
 Northeast: 2 (33%)  
 Midwest: 1 (17%) 
 South: 1   (17%)  
 West:  2   (33%) 

 
  Institution Size (FTE):__   
   0-9,999:  2 (33%) 
  10,000-19,999:  1   (17%) 
  20,000-29,999:  2   (33%) 
        30,000+:  1   (17%)

Gender:________________ 
 Female: 5(83%) 
 Male:   1(17%) 
 
 
 
Position Titles:________  
Reference and Instruction Librarian  
Instruction Coordinator 
Manager of Educational Programs 
First-Year Experience Librarian 
Applied Human Sciences Librarian 
Head, Reference and Library 
Instruction 
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FINAL ELECTION RESULTS  Total Ballots: 1,334 
 
 Vice-Chair/Chair Elect Votes Percent  
 Clara Fowler 564 50.2% ELECTED 
 Amy Deuink 559 49.8% 
 
 Secretary Votes Percent  
 Kathy Magarrell 482 44.3%  
 Merinda McLure 605 55.7% ELECTED 
 
 Member-at-Large Votes Percent  
 Mark Szarko 557 50.0%  
 Susanna Eng 557 50.0% ELECTED BY LOT 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE MATERIALS (WORKING, CONFIDENTIAL, and ARCHIVES)  
 
The chair sent the committee binder to the 2009 Nominating Chair on March 28, 2008. The 
committee binder is an essential working tool for this group and contains confidential 
information and historical data not included in the archived committee files or online.  In future 
years, new chairs might be encouraged to send the binder to the next committee chair by late 
February to give the next chair more time to prepare.  The chair finishing out their term can 
make their copies for archives (committee roster, major committee correspondence, listserv 
announcements, copies of publicity pieces, and the final election results) in advance of 
mailing the binder, and can send an e-copy of the final report to the new chair as well as the 
Executive Committee and/or Planning Committee after the elections.   


