
1 
 

ACRL Instruction Section Conference Program Planning Committee 2009 
Annual Report 2008 

July 9, 2008 
 

Committee Members: Wendy Holliday (Co-Chair), Merinda McLure (Co-Chair), Robin A. 
Lockerby, Louise Ochoa, Brad Sietz, Dominique Turnbow, Sue Samson (Virtual Member), 
Sarah E. McDaniel (Liaison), Megan R. Griffin (Staff Liaison).  
 
Most of the committee work for the 2007-2008 year was conducted by Merinda McLure and 
Wendy Holliday, Co-Chairs. The committee appointments were made mid-cycle and completed 
in April 2008.  
 
IS Vice-Chair/Chair Sarah McDaniel charged the Co-Chairs to develop a program proposal for a 
research forum instead of the traditional, theme-based conference program. The program did not 
have to be a traditional research forum, like the annual RUSA Research Forum, but it should 
include the following elements: 
 

• The program should highlight current instruction-relation research 
• The program should contain some interactivity. This was based on feedback from 

previous IS program attendees who wanted engagement beyond a traditional panel of 
speakers and question-and-answer format.  

• The program should explicitly link research to instructional practice. 
 
Between October 2007 and January 2008, the Co-Chairs developed an initial draft proposal that 
included short presentations of research by expert panelists and then small group work at 
individual tables. The small groups would apply the research presented by the panelists to a 
specific instructional scenario, such as how to use the results of a study on student behavior with 
federated searching to design a 50-minute instruction session. The first draft of the concept was 
sent to the IS Executive Committee for feedback in early February. We received feedback by the 
end of February. The major concern was the potential challenge of facilitating small group work 
with a projected audience of 400-500 attendees. The Executive Committee liked the idea of 
using instructional scenarios and still desired an interactive element. 
 
The Co-Chairs revised the original concept to address these concerns. Instead of small group 
work, the expert panelists would model the process of applying research to practice through “live 
workshopping.” The panelists would still present selected instruction-related research and then 
apply the research to instructional scenarios, much like they might brainstorm in a meeting of 
teaching librarians. The workshopping would be frozen at a few strategic points to get feedback 
and questions from the audience. This revised proposal was sent to the Executive Committee and 
was approved. The Co-Chairs then used this idea as the basis for the official program proposal 
forms, which they submitted to ACRL and ALA on May 1, 2008. The proposed budget was $615 
($300 technology costs; $315 photocopying). 
 
The committee met face-to-face for the first time at the ALA Annual Meeting in Anaheim on 
July 28. The committee discussed clarifying the language of the program description to make it 
clear that the panelists will be modeling the process of instructional design, not the instruction 
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itself. The committee also discussed the submission process, especially in terms of meeting the 
multiple goals of the program (e.g. exposing new research, identifying research that can be easily 
applied to practice, looking beyond the LIS field, etc.). The committee also discussed options for 
interactivity and identified a few potential panelists.  
 
The committee will work on the following for the coming year: 

• Outlining the process for submission, and criteria for selection, of instruction-related 
research to be used as the foundation for the program. 

• Planning and implementing an online home (blog/wiki/website) for the call for 
submissions of reports of instruction-related research, the distribution of accepted 
submissions, and the post-program sharing of select program content/outcomes.  

• Investigation of various methods to facilitate audience feedback (such as text-to-screen 
technology, clickers, and notecards). 

• Selection and invitation of the expert panelists. 
• Collaboration with expert panelists on program planning and ‘scripting’. 
• Creation of handouts and evaluation forms. 
• Publicity 

 
In May, Merinda McLure was elected Secretary of the Instruction Section. In consultation with 
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect Sarah McDaniel, we decided that Wendy Holliday will continue as solo 
committee Chair for the 2008-2009 year. Merinda McLure will continue to serve as a committee 
member. 
 


