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Welcome to the second fifty years of Arts!  They got off to a great 
start, as you already know if you were one of the many Section 
members who attended ALA Annual 2009 in Chicago.  With near- 
perfect weather (as I remember it, anyway), the conference in 
general was one of the best I‛ve attended, but the events 
surrounding our fiftieth anniversary celebration made it an absolute 
standout. 

A special anniversary edition of the Arts Discussion Forum made for 
some sobering but promising dialogue about how the roles of arts 
librarians are changing and how we can make the most of these 
changes. Our program, More Than Paper: The Small Press and the 
Artist‛s Book, was smart, illuminating, and quite well attended. After 
the program we all moved down the hall to toast our first fifty years 
with friends old and new, some fine hors d‛oeuvres and a drink (or 
two), in the middle of which we were presented with a proclamation 
from ALA honoring our 50 years of service to the profession (it‛s 
reproduced elsewhere in this newsletter). 

There are many people who made this celebration a success, but I 
must single out Past Chair Lucie Stylianopoulos, 2009 Program 
Planning Chair Roland Hansen, Mary Carr, our ACRL Board Liaison, 
Michael Pearce, who created the wonderful commemorative 
broadside that the attendees received (also pictured in this 
newsletter), and Stephen Patrick, who compiled an amazing 
chronology of the Section‛s history (available on our website, our 
blog and our Facebook page).  Thanks to everybody for an 
unforgettable celebration! 

And so onward.  Continuing the theme of making opportunities out of 
changing times, we are responding to the economic realities most of 
us are now facing in two critical ways.  First, as you probably know, 
this is our first paperless issue of the Arts Newsletter.  ACRL asked 
all of its sections to consider phasing out paper newsletters over the 
course of this year, and our membership elected at the Annual 
Conference to boldly go paperless immediately. 

Continued on page 2 
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I hope you‛ll appreciate the financial and ecological advantages of this decision, and eagerly 
look for future issues of the Newsletter online.  Many thanks to Kristina Keogh, Newsletter 
Editor, and Megan Smith-Heafy, Chair of the Membership & Outreach Committee, for making 
this transition so smooth. 

Our second response to the times is even bigger: we are planning for our first virtual 
Midwinter Meeting in 2010!  Nearly all of the Section business and activities that we normally 
conduct at Midwinter will be conducted virtually (with one exception as you‛ll see below). 
Here‛s a tentative schedule: 

• Each committee will meet virtually and synchronously prior to the beginning of 
Midwinter.  Committee chairs will be in touch with their committees to arrange 
meeting times and places. 

• The Dance Librarians Discussion Group will meet face-to-face in Boston on Saturday, 
January 16 from 1:30-3:30, location TBA. 

• The Discussion Forum and the meeting of the Film & Broadcast Studies Librarians 
Discussion Group will also be virtual.  Details will be announced later. 

• The Executive Committee/General Membership Meeting will be held virtually on 
Sunday, January 17, from 1:00-2:30 (Eastern time).  We will hold our meeting in The 
Arts Section space in ALA Connect. 

This is a terrific opportunity for our Section, and I hope that you will take advantage of it. 
If Arts members show strong support for virtual conference participation this could seriously 
affect the way we conduct business at future Midwinter Meetings.  If you‛ve been reluctant 
to become active in Arts because of travel restrictions, now is the time.  Come to the virtual 
General Membership meeting and see how we operate (and what a fun group we are to work 
with).  Introduce yourself.  We will have openings on all of our committees for 2010/2011, and 
physical attendance at conferences need not be a requirement.  If you‛re already interested 
in serving on one of our committees go to our website and submit a volunteer form.  And if you 
haven‛t yet, check out ALA Connect (http://connect.ala.org/).  If you‛re an Arts member 
you‛ve already got access to the Section‛s space; just log on. 

Speaking of virtual participation, I want to encourage you to become a fan of the ACRL Arts 
Section Facebook page, and to exploit the possibilities of the Arts Section Blog ( 
http://acrlarts.wordpress.com/).  We‛d like the Blog to be a lively forum not only for Section 
business between conferences, but for discussions on any topic of interest to arts librarians. 
Anyone can comment on postings, and if you‛d like to be a contributor all you need to do is 
open a free account with wordpress.com and send your email address to the Blog Moderator, 
Carrie Bertling (cbertling@towson.edu). 

Continued on Back Page 
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V. Heidi Hass was promoted in February from Head of the Reference Collection to Head of 
Research Services at The Morgan Library & Museum (New York City). The Morgan's Reading 
Room staff now report to Heidi in addition to Reference Collection staff.  The Morgan also 
recently completed a strategic plan, which should provide for more updates over the next few 
years. 

William Hemmig (Chair of the Arts section) has published the study that he previously 
presented at the Arts Discussion Forum at ALA Annual 2007: 

Hemmig, W.S. (2009). An empirical study of the information-seeking behavior of 
practicing visual artists. Journal of Documentation, 65 (4), 682-703. 

Congratulations to Heidi and Bill! 

ACRL 2011 

Submit a proposal for ACRL 2011 

Submit a proposal for the ACRL 2011 National Conference, "A Declaration of 
Interdependence," to be held in Philadelphia, March 30 - April 2, 2011. The ACRL National 
Conference attracts and engages many of the brightest minds in our profession. We invite you 
to participate in this exciting and energizing exchange of ideas—bring your latest research, 
cutting-edge practices, and innovative developments to share with your colleagues. Complete 
details and submission forms are online at www.acrl.org (click "Conferences & Events)". 

Member News
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Broadside created by Michael Pearce 

Arts 50 th Anniversary Broadside
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Tribute Resolution from ALA
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And there‛s more.  We‛ll be introducing our third discussion group this 
year.  The Digital Arts Discussion Group will focus on electronic resource 
issues of special concern to arts librarians, and will hold its first meeting 
at the next Annual Conference in Washington.  Watch for more 
information about this group and be sure to make room for it in your 
Annual Conference schedule.  And make time also for the 2010 Arts 
program, How We Memorialize: The Art and Politics of Public 
Memorialization, which promises to be provocative and, well, memorable. 

There‛s a lot going on with us this year, and plenty of opportunities for 
new faces to contribute significantly to the success of our next fifty 
years.  Please contact me if you‛d like to discuss what you and Arts can 
do for each other.  And stay tuned to Arts-lib, the Blog and the 
Facebook page for updates on this year‛s activities.  Whether it‛s in 
Boston, D.C. or online, I hope to see you soon. 

William Hemmig 
Chair 
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