
American Library Association 

Committee on Research and Statistics (CORS) 

2013 Midwinter Conference Meeting 

Seattle, WA 

Minutes 

 

Sunday, January 27, 1:00pm - 2:30pm, Washington State Convention Center, Room 302  
  
Members in attendance: Anne Houston  (chair), Stephanie Reynolds, Kit Keller, Ann Weeks, Xiaorong 
Shao, Ron Peterson, Linda Hofschire, Bede Mitchell, Melissa Johnston, Teresa (Terry) Darr, Kathy Rosa, 
Norman Rose, Ann Eubank, Jamie Hug (Census), Laura Hardesty (Census), Tai Phan (NCES) 
 

1. Introductions 
2. Approval of minutes from Annual Meeting 2012 (Anaheim, CA) 
3. Approval of agenda for Midwinter  Conference  
4. Discussion of annual session (Houston) 
- Measuring Up: Developing New Metrics for Assessing Library Performance – July 1st, 2013, 

10.30 AM – 11.30 AM. How can academic and public libraries develop new metrics that give a 
more complete picture of library effectiveness?  Our speakers will include Rachel Fleming-May 
from the IMLS-funded Lib-Value project; and Kathy Rosa, Director of the ALA Office of Research 
and Statistics.  

- Co sponsoring Do those Evaluation Statistics mean anything with ASCLA, June 30th, 2013, 8.30 
AM – 10.30 AM. Description: “The quality and rigor of program evaluation in library services 
lags behind other related fields, including education and social services. The problem is complex 
as it involves technical, administrative and cultural challenges. In this session, staff from the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation will discuss 
strategies for improving the capacity of libraries to use evaluation by creating a network linking 
those producing evaluation with those who use the information to make better decisions. “ 

5. Ann Ewbank - School Library Task Force is launching a campaign, School Libraries at the 
Common Core of Education.   
- Task force is developing a national advocacy campaign to address the reduction and 

deprofessionalization of school library instructional programs on students and student 
achievement.  

- NCES' data already has the information on common core standards and the departments - 
school library survey. Ann is interested in member/ committee input, send to 
ann.ewbank@asu.edu or to Office of Library Advocacy.  

6. Report of staff liaison– ALA Office for Research & Statistics update  
- ORS is partnering with Christie Koontz on the iMap mapping project grant, designed to 

empower local librarians with precise planning tools and better define diverse customer 
markets.  

- ORS will host a panel at annual about the next steps after the Public Library Funding and 
Technology Access Study, and where to go next in doing research about public libraries.  

- ORS is partnering with University of Maryland (partners on PLFTAS) and ICMA on an IMLS 
project to identify the roles public libraries play in creating and sustaining digitally inclusive 
communities. 

7. IFL A Report: contained in packet; no response from CORS group in attendance.  
 

New Business 

mailto:ann.ewbank@asu.edu


8. 2014 CORS program  
- A call for volunteers yielded Linda, Terry, Ann Weeks as volunteers to be the conference 

planning committee. 
- Linda suggested user profiles and the end of the Pew project.  

9. Webinar series:  
- Seeing is Believing : Data Visualization webinar session conducted by Ray Lyons on Nov. 7.  

75 were registered, but 30 participated – a typical dropoff between registration and 
attendance.  Visual content was engaging for participants. 

- Considering that fewer librarians can attend conference in person, a webinar series might be 
a method of promoting research and discussion. No barrier to content - all program content 
will be available to members after the conferences. Is it worthwhile as a series?  

- Bede Mitchell volunteered to look into feasibility, what content would the group like to 
provide, with Ron Peterson and Melissa Johnston. 

10. Volunteers needed for committees: 
-  ALA IFLA co-Rep 
- Library Education Assembly 
- NISO Assembly 

11. CORS member round robin  
- Ann Weeks – grant funded national workforce study called the Lilead Project 

(http://ipac.umd.edu/our-work/the-lilead-project) seeks to define roles and responsibilities 
and define challenges of school district library supervisors.   

12. Agency updates: 
- IMLS : in packet 
- NCES: survey moving from NCES to IPEDS, library survey now mandated for all schools after 

OMB clearance. The academic library survey section of IPEDS will be a stand-alone survey, 
rather than having the questions distributed throughout the existing sections of the survey.   
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