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CONFERENCE    EXHIBITION

PLEASE JOIN US  
AT THE

ORIENTATION
A special introduction to ALA, the conference, and the city of 
Washington, D.C. ALA members will recommend programs and 
social activities to help you make the most of your conference 
experience.

INTERNATIONAL POSTER SESSIONS
A chance to promote your library’s activities, showcase 
innovative programs, and share ideas with your colleagues 
worldwide.  
Deadline: mid-February.

INTERNATIONAL PAPERS
ALA invites you to submit a proposal for a presentation on how 
your library or country is addressing a selected topic. Contact 
ALA International Relations Office to learn more.  
Deadline: January 1st.

INTERNATIONAL RECEPTION
A special evening reception will be held in your honor, so you 
can meet other international guests as well as colleagues from 
the U.S. 

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS CENTER
A place where you can relax, review the conference program, or 
hold small meetings with new-found colleagues and friends. A 
computer with Internet access is provided, and ALA volunteers 
will be on hand to answer questions.

Information on hotels and registration will be available 
in January 2019. A preliminary schedule of conference 
programs will be available in April 2019. 

If you need a letter of invitation for visa purposes, please 
send a request to the International Relations Office  
at intl@ala.org.

We look forward to welcoming you  
to Washington, D.C., in June 2019!

Registration 
opens in 
January 2019

 ESPECIALLY FOR

International 
Visitors

International 
Relations Office

American Library Association 
50 East Huron Street 

Chicago, IL 60611-2795, U.S.A. 
Email: intl@ala.org 

Phone: +1 312-280-3201 
Fax: +1 312-280-4392



Your ALA Annual Conference registration 
includes all this and more:

zz 500+ educational programs, discussions, and 
workshops on key topics

zz 900+ exhibitors in the world’s largest library exhibits, 
highlighting new trends

zz World-renowned speakers and experts

zz Preconferences offering in-depth professional 
development

zz Entrance to the exhibits where 800+ exhibitors at 1,500 
stands highlight new and favorite products, titles, 
and services 

zz The opportunity for you to present a paper or poster

zz Meetings and events such as Opening and Closing 
General Sessions and ALA President’s Program 

zz Dozens of social and fun events 

zz A free ticket to the popular International Librarians 
Reception

ALA WELCOMES 
LIBRARY PROFESSIONALS 

TO THE

Premier Library Event!

zz Gold-standard networking and new connections, and 
limitless opportunities to engage with the most committed 
and imaginative people in the field as you build your personal 
network for ongoing inspiration.

zz Fascinating and fun spaces and events such as the exhibit 
hall’s live stages including PopTop, Book Buzz, What’s Cooking 
@ ALA Demonstration Stage, and Graphic Novel & Gaming, and 
specialty pavilions including Diversity, International, Artist Alley, 
Mobile App, Zine, and the Gaming Lounge. Plus films showcased 
in Now Showing @ ALA, and a relaxing evening with ALA Play.

zz The top library exhibits at any library event in the world, 
with 900+ expert exhibitors highlighting the latest products, titles, 
technology, and services.

zz Updates on the latest in technology and associated policy 
implications in a wide range of sessions and events, including 
Top Tech Trends from LITA. 

zz Lively exploration of the possible futures for libraries, 
your work, and your spaces. Hundreds of peer-driven topics and 
formats, thought-leaders, experts, and innovators making for the 
best possible professional development.

W ashington, D.C., pulses with diversity. As it sits 
on the Potomac River bordering Maryland and 

Virginia, Washington, D.C., is one of the most diverse 
cities in the United States. It is rich with museums as 
well as remarkable cuisine and performing arts venues.

Make your way down the National Mall where you can 
visit the most symbolic monuments and museums 
in the country. One of the most famous symbols of 
Washington, D.C., is the Washington Monument. When 
it was built, the monument was the tallest building in 
the world standing at 555 feet tall. Don’t forget about the 
Library of Congress, considered to be the largest library 
in the world.

In hundreds of programs at ALA Annual Conference, 
you’ll learn about key issues such as digital content 
and e-books, new technologies in libraries, innovation, 
leadership, library advocacy and promotion, cataloging 
and technical services, virtual libraries and archives, civic 
engagement, books and authors, and much more. 

Located just two miles northwest of the National Mall is 
the Columbia Heights neighborhood which has a mix of 
ethnic eateries and local shopping. Columbia Heights is 
home to the GALA Hispanic Theatre, presenting classical 
and contemporary plays in Spanish and English. Just 
north of Columbia Heights is the Petworth neighborhood. 
Down Georgia Avenue you will find coffee shops that 
share the street with Caribbean, Ethiopian, and soul food 
restaurants. Don’t leave Washington, D.C., without visiting 
the Capital Hill neighborhood. It is filled with beautiful 
historic homes, small businesses, and an array of parks. 
As you stroll down the streets, you’ll find bookstores, art 
galleries, and might even run into a Senator.

TOP REASONS TO ATTEND


