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It is contrary to the public interest for 
publishers or librarians to determine 
the acceptability of a book on the basis 
of the personal history or political 
affiliations of the author. 

!> k should be judged as a book. No art or 
ure can flourish if it is to be measured by the 
al views or private lives of its creators. 
ciety of free men can flourish which draws 
ts of writers to whom it will not listen, 
ver they may have to say. 

�~� There is no place in our society for 
efforts to coerce the taste of others. 
to confine adults to the reading matter 
deemed suitable for adolescents. or 
to inhibit the efforts of writers to 
achieve artistic expression. 

me, much of modern literature is shocking. 
not much of life itself shocking? We cut off 
ure at the source if we prevent writers from 
g with the stuff of life. Parents and teachers 

�~� responsibility to prepare the young to meet 
versity of experiences in life to which they 
e exposed, as they have a responsibility to 
hem learn to think critically for themselves. 
are affirmative responsibilities, not to be 

r rged simply by preventing them from reading 
�~� for which they are not yet prepared. In 
matters taste differs, and taste cannot be 

r ted; nor can machinery be devised which 
uit the demands of one group without limiting 
leedom of others. 
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impose their own standards or tastes 
upon the community at large. 

It is inevitable in the give and take of the democratic 
process that the political, the moral, or the 
aesthetic concepts of an individual or group will 
occasionally collide with those of another individual 
or group. In a free society each individual is free 
to determine for himself what he wishes to read, 
and each group is free to determine what it will 
recommend to its freely associated members. But 
no group has the right to take the law into its own 
hands, and to impose its own concept of politics 
or morality upon other members of a democratic 
society. Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded only 
to the accepted and the inoffensive. 

It is the responsibility of publishers 
and librarians to give full meaning to 
the freedom to read by providing 
books that enrich the quality and 
diversity of thought and expression. 
By the exercise of this affirmative 
responsibility. bookmen can 
demonstrate that the answer to a bad 
book is a good one. the answer to a 
bad idea is a good one. 

The freedom to read is of little consequence when 
expended on the trivial; it is frustrated when the 
reader cannot obtain matter fit for his purpose. 
What is needed is not only the absence of restraint, 
but the positive provision of opportunity for the 
people to read the best that has been thought and 
said. Books are the major channel by which the 
intellectual inheritance is handed down, and the 
principal means of its testing and growth. The 
defense of their freedom and integrity, and the 
enlargement of their service to society, requires of 
all bookmen the utmost of their faculties, and 
deserves of all citizens the fullest of their support. 

American Library Association 

Association of American Publishers 

Subsequently Endorsed by: 

American Booksellers Association 

American Civil Liberties Union 

American Federation of Teachers AFL-CIO 

Anti-Defamation League of B' nai B' rith 

Association of American University Presses 

Bureau of Independent Publishers & Distributors 

Children's Book Council 

Freedom of Information Center 

Freedom to Read Foundation 

Magazine Publishers Association 

Motion Picture Association of America 

National Association of College Stores 

National Book Committee 

National Council of Negro Women 

National Council of Teachers of English 

National Library Week Program 

National Board of the Young Women 's Christian 

Association of the U.S.A. 

P.E.N. - American Center 

Periodical and Book Association of America 

Sex Information & Education Council of the U .S. 

Women's National Book Association 

This statement was originally issued in May of 1953 by the 

Westchester Conference of the American library Association 

and the American Book Publishers Council , which in 1970 

consolidated with the American Educational Publishers 

Institute to become the Association of American Publi shers. 

Additional copies of this statement are available - at 10¢ 

each postpaid - from the American library Association , 50 

East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611 and the Association 

of American Publishers, Inc., 1 Park Avenue, New York, New 

York 10016. Bulk rates for 25 copies and up furnished on 

request. 
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