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TO:   ALA Executive Board 

RE: Public Awareness Office Media/Social Media Report 

ACTION REQUESTED/INFORMATION/REPORT: 

Information Item – No Action Required 

ACTION REQUESTED BY:  

Cathleen Bourdon, Associate Executive Director 

Jeff Julian, Director, Public Awareness Office  

CONTACT PERSON:  

Heather Cho, Media Relations Specialist, 312-280-4020, hcho@ala.org  

Macey Morales, Media Relations Manager, 312-280-4393, mmorales@ala.org   

DRAFT OF MOTION: NA  

DATE:   Jan. 23, 2017   

Subject:  Midwinter Meeting Media Activity Report (Jan. 1 – 23, 2017) 

 

BACKGROUND:  

At Atlanta’s Georgia World Congress Center, more 

than 8,300 library professionals and supporters 

from coast-to-coast gathered for the American 

Library Association (ALA) Midwinter Meeting & 

Exhibits from Jan. 20 – 24, 2017. Attendees shared 

their expertise and explored new ways to transform 

their communities through library service. The event featured 2,400 meetings and more than 450 

exhibitors showcased the latest innovative products for libraries and their users.  

 

MEDIA COVERAGE SNAPSHOT: 

According to Meltwater News, the American Library Association achieved more than 4,400 

media mentions and articles.  

To pitch ALA issues and awards, the ALA’s Public Awareness Office (PAO) reached out to 

more than 180 local media contacts in the Atlanta market, as well as more than 1,000 mainstream 
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and library trade press members. In addition, more than 70 press members registered for media 

credentials. PAO’s pitching efforts resulted in media stories with local, national print, online and 

television and radio outlets.   

The PAO coordinated media interviews for ALA leadership during the Midwinter Meeting. 

Interviews included, WSB-TV, Atlanta’s ABC affiliate, which conducted an in-studio interview 

with ALA President Julie Todaro for its “People 2 People” program and ALA Past President 

Courtney Young appeared live on NPR affiliate WABE’s “Closer Look” show.  

The winners of the Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence 

in Fiction and Nonfiction were unveiled during the Midwinter 

Meeting. The medals, which recognize the best fiction and 

nonfiction books for adult readers, garnered media coverage 

from the AP. The AP article alone generated thousands of 

mentions on a Google search. The story also appeared on 

news websites, including USA Today, The New York Times and Fox News. 

The announcement of the ALA’s Youth Media Awards also took place during Midwinter and 

received national press attention. The PAO secured coverage with NPR, The Washington Post, 

Parade and Publishers Weekly. The AP also ran an article, which reached thousands of news 

websites, blogs and publications across the country. 

Months of preparation went into the ALA Youth Media 

Awards announcement, including coordination with onsite 

audio/video vendors and web vendor Unikron, as well as 

participating ALA units. For the first time, there was a 

livestream of the awards via Facebook, which drew more than 

5,400 viewers. The PAO also provided a live webcast through 

ILoveLibraries.org that was viewed by thousands of people. 

 The ALA Youth Media Awards produced a significant amount of social media traffic. More 

than 96,200 Facebook subscribers and more than 37,500 Twitter followers tracked the ALA 

Youth Media Award results live. During the announcement, the hashtag #ALAyma was a 

trending topic on Twitter with hashtags for specific awards and books also appearing as trending 

topics. The hashtag #ALAyma was mentioned more than 6,600 times over a 2-hour time period. 

Additionally, classrooms from across the country visited the ALA Youth Media Awards 

YouTube channel to compare their mock election results to the 2017 announcements.   

A full detailed report will be coming in the next couple of week from the PAO. 

 

http://www.wsbtv.com/video?videoId=487100949&videoVersion=1.0
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/1a5d8393763242799577af196d6e779e
http://www.usatoday.com/story/life/books/2017/01/23/whitehead-desmond-receive-medals-from-library-association/96940022/
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2017/01/22/us/ap-us-books-carnegie-medals.html?_r=0
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2017/01/22/whitehead-desmond-receive-medals-from-library-association.html
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/01/23/511230924/john-lewis-graphic-novel-wins-4-american-library-association-awards
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/kidspost/girl-who-drank-the-moon-wins-2017-newbery-medal/2017/01/23/94056674-e16c-11e6-a547-5fb9411d332c_story.html?utm_term=.97c99e87fce9
http://parade.com/541688/beckyhughes/american-library-association-announces-2017s-caldecott-and-newbery-awards/
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-industry-news/article/72580-barnhill-steptoe-march-book-three-win-newbery-caldecott-printz.html
http://www.bigstory.ap.org/article/24751690e8fc43a981000b792d5e27c5/lewis-receives-4-book-awards-march-book-three
https://www.facebook.com/ILoveLibraries
https://twitter.com/ilovelibraries
https://www.youtube.com/user/ILoveLibrariesALA

