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TO: ALA Executive Board 
 
TOPIC: Site Selection – ALA Annual Conference Future Dates 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: Approval  
 
DRAFT MOTION(S): The ALA Executive Board approves Chicago as the site for the 

2021 ALA Annual Conference, subject to the successful 
completion of necessary contracts. 

 
 The ALA Executive Board approves Washington DC as the site for 

the 2028 and 2031 ALA Midwinter Meetings, subject to the 
successful completion of necessary contracts. 

 
REQUESTED BY:  Mary Ghikas, Senior Associate Executive Director, ALA 

Paul Graller, Manager, ALA Conference Services 
 
DATE:   21 October 2016 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Sites for ALA Annual Conferences and Midwinter Meetings are approved by the ALA Executive 
Board, in consultation with ALA Conference Services.  (ALA Policy A.7.1.8 and A.7.1.9).  ALA 
Conference Services requests and evaluates proposals from sites meeting ALA’s requirements.  
ALA Conference Services also reviews proposed sites with both the ALA Conference 
Committee and the Exhibits Round Table Board.  Based on their technical review and on 
discussion with those two member groups, ALA Conference Services recommends sites to the 
ALA Executive Board for approval. 
  
ALA Annual Conference 2021 
 
Request was made of appropriate cities for date availability. The following did not have either 
dates or appropriate amount of space to hold the Annual Conference: Anaheim, Atlanta, Denver, 
Philadelphia, San Antonio and Washington, DC. Chicago, Los Angeles and New Orleans are the 
only cities with viable options: 
 
Chicago, June 24 – 29 – has available dates and space in the South Building of McCormick Place 
with the appropriate amount of meeting space. The surrounding hotels have sleeping room and 
meeting room availability.  The rest of the city has sleeping room availability at reasonable rates. 
The only hotel concern is the group of three properties, Hyatt Regency Chicago/Fairmont/Swiss, 
which are already booked, but this is made up at other properties in the city.  One area of slight 
concern is this would place the Annual Conference in Chicago in back to back years, 2020 and 
2021.  McCormick Place has offered a financial incentive for both years, capping rental at 
$210,000 for both years, a reduction of $110,000 in each year. 
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Los Angeles, June 24 – 29 – has available dates and space in the South Exhibit Hall with the 
appropriate amount of exhibit space.  As of now, we would have to vacate the exhibit hall 
Monday night (traditionally this is Wednesday, Noon) As an incentive, rental of the convention 
center is discounted to $35,000, based on hotel pick-up.  The closest hotel, JW Marriott, is 
unavailable due to the BET Entertainment awards.  We will have some of the hotels meeting 
space.  The hotel block as proposed is spread throughout the city and as far as Beverly Hills. As 
the convention center has no ballroom available, they have proposed the Shrine Auditorium, 1.5 
miles away and would require shuttle buses and rental of $158,000. Range of hotel rates 
averages $75 - $100 over traditional Annual Conferences. 
 
New Orleans, July 8-13 – has available space in Halls F – J, ALA’s usual space.  The 
surrounding hotels and rest of city have available sleeping and meeting space at reasonable rates.  
The Convention Center is offering a discounted rental of $324,500.   Although traditionally a 
popular city, the July dates could impact attendance, which usually draws 10-15% below 
Chicago registration totals.  
 
Recommendation: 
Chicago and New Orleans present complete and appropriate packages for the Annual Conference 
in 2021.  The question was which is the greater risk…. repeating Chicago or New Orleans in 
July.  The Annual Conference has been held in July five times since 1980 and has always 
produced lower registration numbers.  Although, it would increase frequency in Chicago, it is the 
recommendation to hold the 2021 Annual Conference in Chicago.  Chicago is traditionally one 
of the top three most popular cities for Annual Conference (San Francisco & DC, the other two), 
we cannot support Los Angeles due to the costs and logistics or New Orleans with dates in July.  
 
The ALA Conference Committee and ERT Board concur with the recommendation of Chicago 
as the site of the 2021 ALA Annual Conference. 
 
ALA Midwinter Meeting – 2028 and 2031 
 
Conference Services recommends the selection of Washington, DC for the 2028 and 2031 
Midwinter Meetings. 
 
As the neighborhood around the new convention center continues to develop, and the city 
becomes more popular for larger events, ALA needs to protect its preferred dates. The city 
informed us that groups are looking for multiple year contracts in January.  Conference Services 
suggests that ALA lock in future years for the following reasons: 
 

1) Washington DC is the most popular Midwinter location. 
2) The hotel package continues to expand with development directly across the street from 

the center in a range of property types and prices. 
3) The center has proposed a confirmed rate of $165,000 for both years. This rate is 

appropriate for 2016 and is certainly a great deal for 10-15 years from now. 

 
The ALA Conference Committee and ERT Board support this recommendation. 
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