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Report to Council and Executive Board 

February 22, 2016 

Keith Michael Fiels 
Executive Director 

ALA Elections 

Voting in the 2016 elections will begin on March 15, 2016 and will close on April 22, with the 
results being announced on Friday, April 29. When the polls open, the ALA will notify voters by 
e-mail, providing them with their unique passcodes and information about how to vote online. E-
mails will be sent over a three-day period between March 15th and17th. This year members will 
vote for the next ALA president-elect, treasurer, and for 34 Councilor-at-Large candidates to 
serve a three-year term (2016-2019). Go to the ALA Election page to read biographies of the 
candidates, view the video of the Midwinter President-elect and Treasurer Candidates’ Forum, 
and learn more about the election process in general. Although the election is being conducted 
exclusively online, members with disabilities and without Internet access may obtain a paper 
ballot by contacting ALA customer service at 1 (800) 545-2433, ext. 5. 

Membership 

At the end of December 2015, total ALA membership was 58,776. This is 3,903 greater than 
December 2014. Four divisions: ALSC, ASCLA, LLAMA, and United for Libraries; and eight 
round tables: EMIERT, GAMERT, GLBTRT, LRRT, MAGIRT, RMRT, SRRT, and SUSTAINRT 
had increased membership compared to December 2014. STORT membership was identical for 
the comparison period. Notable membership items include a 532 increase in personal 
membership. The United for Libraries group memberships account for 3,381 of the membership 
increase. Most other member categories had small membership increases. 

Libraries Transform 

The Libraries Transform Public Awareness campaign continues to gather steam, with more and 
more local libraries joining the campaign. There were 18,855 page views on the libraries 
transform web site in January, and 2,213 page views and 1,502 downloads of the Toolkit page. 
The #LibrariesTransform hashtag was used 1,460 times on Twitter in January. The  
Libraries Transform post reach on ALA and ILL Facebook pages was 21,784, with 7,392 likes 
and 1,247 shares. To date, there have been 2,851 official campaign video views on YouTube 
and 7,262 official campaign video views on Facebook. The Pickering Public Library libraries 
transform video has received 13,900 views on Facebook 

EBD #12.29
2015-2016 

http://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/alaelection
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/toolkit
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Create It at Your Library!  
 
Join YALSA in celebrating Teen Tech Week™ March 6—12, 2016 with the theme “Create It at 
Your Library.”  Visit www.ala.org/teentechweek for information, planning resources, free 
downloadable bookmarks and posters, free webinars, and online forums to help you plan and 
prepare for a great event. Teen Tech Week™ offers library staff the opportunity to throw open 
their physical and virtual doors and show teens and their families all of the great digital 
resources the library has to help teens succeed in school and prepare for college and careers. 
 
PLA 2016 

 
PLA 2016 will be held in Denver April 5 – 9. The conference will feature PLA’s signature Big 
Ideas sessions as well as 11 pre-conferences, 100 programs, author luncheons, guided 
conversations and a virtual conference as well as a new resource, “Make It Extraordinary” that 
will help conference goers use and share what they’ve learned back home.  As of mid-February, 
conference registration is trending ahead of the PLA 2014 conference.  For more information on 
conference highlights, see the PLA section of this report. 
 
ALCTS Preservation Week, April 24-30, 2016 
 
Recognizing the critical role libraries play in preservation, ALCTS sponsors Preservation Week, 
April 24-30, 2016. Preservation Week raises awareness of libraries’ role in connecting the 
general public to preservation information and expertise. This year’s focus is on audio and 
visual family history with two free webinars. Events sponsored by libraries increase preservation 
awareness by emphasizing the close relationships among personal, family, community, and 
public collections and their preservation. The Preservation Week web site connects librarians 
with excellent resources already available for those who need specific preservation information.  
 
ALA Leadership Institute 

The application process for the 2016 “Leading to the Future” ALA Leadership Institute opened 
on January 29. With support from Innovative Interfaces, this fourth offering of the very 
successful program will take place August 8-11 at the Eaglewood Resort in Itasca, Illinois and 
will once again be led by ALA past president Maureen Sullivan and library and leadership 
consultant Kathryn Deiss. Participants in the four-day immersive leadership development 
program will: 

 Return to their institution with greater self-awareness and self-confidence, equipped with 
better skills for leading, coaching, collaborating, and engaging within their organizations 
and in their communities. 

 Return to their communities as better leaders, prepared to identify, develop, and 
implement solutions which will benefit all stakeholders. 

 Have the opportunity to form a vibrant learning community and network, which is an 
essential element of effective leadership development 
 

Participation is limited to 40 mid-career librarians ready to assume a higher administrative or 
managerial role. Apply on-line by April 15, 2016.  

Response to Nebraska Legislative Bill 969 

http://teentechweek.ning.com/
http://www.ala.org/teentechweek
http://www.placonference.org/
http://www.ala.org/alcts/preservationweek/webinars
http://www.ala.org/alcts/preservationweek
http://www.ala.org/transforminglibraries/ala-leadership-institute
http://www.ala.org/cfapps/leadershipinstitute/index.cfm
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The Office for Library Advocacy worked with United for Libraries, Chapter Relations, and the 
Public Awareness Office to initiate a response to Nebraska Legislative Bill 969, which would 
require each city and town in Nebraska to change its library board from an independent 
governing board to an advisory board. ALA President Sari Feldman, United for Libraries 
President Ed McBride, and United for Libraries President-Elect Steve Laird (also a Nebraska 
resident and president of ReferenceUSA) authored letters that were sent to appropriate 
legislators. In addition, Steve Laird wrote an Op-ed which appeared in the Omaha World Herald 
on February 14, 2016.  
 
ALA Youth Media Awards 
  
The Midwinter Meeting’s Youth Media Awards also received national press attention. The PAO 
secured coverage with NPR, USA Today, TIME magazine and The Washington Post. The AP 
article reached thousands of news websites, blogs and publications across the country.  
The ALA Youth Media Awards announcements took months of preparation and coordination 
with onsite audio/video and web vendors and Web vendor Unikron, as well as participating ALA 
units. The PAO provided a live Webcast of the ALA Youth Media Awards. Preliminary figures 
from Unikron show nearly 19,000 people logged on to view the announcements live. 
 
Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction & Nonfiction  
 
For the first time, the Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction were 
announced during the Midwinter Meeting. The medals recognize the best fiction and nonfiction 
books for adult readers published in the U.S. in the previous year and are the first single-book 
awards for adult books given by the ALA. The medals garnered media coverage from the AP. 
The AP article alone generated more than 26,000 mentions on a Google search. The story 
appeared on news websites, including U.S. News & World Report, Yahoo News and Fox News.  
 
The Spring 2016 Catalog and the David Bowie Reprint 

 
ALA Graphics spring 2016 catalog started arriving in mailboxes the beginning of January 
featuring the new character poster Love Monster. Other new products featured in this catalog 
include How Do Dinosaurs… poster and bookmark, Duck & Goose poster and bookmark, 
and Raven Cycle poster and bookmark. With the unexpected passing of David Bowie, librarians 
all over the world requested we reprint the popular David Bowie READ poster from 1987. 
Already over 1,500 posters have been sold in the 10 days since releasing the reprinted poster to 
the public.  

 
 

ALA OFFICES 
 

 
Center for the Future of Libraries 
 
Center for the Future of Libraries Works with ALCTS and LITA on Digital Badging Pilot 
  

http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/01/11/462660992/last-stop-on-market-street-wins-newbery-medal-finding-winnie-takes-caldecott
http://www.usatoday.com/story/life/books/2016/01/11/caldecott-newbery-winnie-the-pooh-finding-winnie/78633224/
http://time.com/4175287/american-library-association-best-childrens-books-2016/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/kidspost/picture-book-wins-2016-newbery-medal/2016/01/11/7dc81598-b574-11e5-a842-0feb51d1d124_story.html
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/8e47a06ae49649b49cfc6971b80d2989/childrens-books-class-and-winnie-pooh-win-prizes
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/5247dd6005d6479eb8df7407df617720/mann-nguyen-winners-carnegie-medals-given-librarians
http://www.usnews.com/news/entertainment/articles/2016-01-10/mann-nguyen-winners-of-carnegie-medals-given-by-librarians
http://news.yahoo.com/mann-nguyen-winners-carnegie-medals-given-librarians-000254866.html
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2016/01/10/mann-nguyen-winners-carnegie-medals-given-by-librarians.html
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11644
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11642
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11640
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11646
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11669
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The Center for the Future of Libraries is working with ALCTS and LITA on a digital badging pilot 
to advance the Professional and Leadership Development area of ALA’s new strategic plan. 
Since December 2015, the Center has been issuing digital badges to attendees at the 
preconference at the 2015 LITA Forum and to attendees in ALCTS webinars, web courses, and 
2016 Midwinter Symposia. Digital badges are issued via Credly and recipients create a Credly 
account from which they can display and share their badges on social media (LinkedIn, 
Facebook), on their own website or blog, or to the Mozilla Open Backpacks platform. More 
information is available at http://www.ala.org/transforminglibraries/future/digitalbadges  or 
https://credly.com/u/ala . Additional offices and divisions will be brought into the pilot over the 
next several months. 
  
Library Change Agent Profiles for Libraries Transform 
  
As part of ALA's new public awareness campaign, Libraries Transform, the Center is working 
with the Public Awareness Office and Office for Library Advocacy to collect stories from library 
professionals highlighting how they are helping libraries transform. The first three profiles 
feature Carolyn Foote, Andy Plemmons, and Junior Tidal. Individuals interested in sharing their 
story may contact Miguel Figueroa at mfigueroa@ala.org  . 
 

 
Membership Development 
 
Membership  
 
(See highlights section) 

 
Recruitment and Retention Activities 
 
A FY16 year-long campaign to non-member libraries began in October and will continue on a 
quarterly basis. Other membership development activities include quarterly e-mail (Informz) 
campaigns to lapsed and prospective personal members, and a quarterly Member Value 
Program (MVP) E-digest to all members informing them of tangible, money-saving and free 
member benefits. At the Midwinter Meeting the ALA Membership Lounge hosted significant 
traffic and highlighted the Libraries Transform Campaign and ALA’s 140th anniversary. 
 

 
Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services  
(ODLOS)  
 
Midwinter Workshops on Systemic Racism 
 
Over 100 Midwinter attendees participated in the workshop, “If I Hadn’t Believed It, I Wouldn’t 
Have Seen It: Exploring Systemic Racism and its Implications for Our Lives and Work.” The 
workshop was facilitated by Community Change, Inc. and was co-sponsored by The Task Force 
on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion, with support from ALA President-Elect Julie Todaro. 
 
Diversity Research Grant 
 

http://www.credly.com/
http://www.ala.org/transforminglibraries/future/digitalbadges
https://credly.com/u/ala
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/article/because-carolyn-foote-knows-technology-and-access-are-key-learning
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/article/because-andy-plemmons-sees-learning-global-connected-context
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/article/because-junior-tidal-knows-promoting-place-and-community-essential
mailto:mfigueroa@ala.org
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The call for 2016-2017 Diversity Research Grant proposals is now open. The deadline is March 
1, 2016. The Diversity Research Grant consists of a one-time $2,500 award for original 
research. Research proposals may address any diversity topic, including the recruitment and 
promotion of diverse individuals within the profession or the provision of library services to 
diverse populations, which addresses critical gaps in the knowledge of diversity issues within 
library and information science.  
 
Achievement in Library Diversity Research Nominations are Open 
 
Each year the Diversity Research Grant Advisory Committee seeks to recognize an individual 
for significant contributions to diversity research and outreach efforts in Library and Information 
Science by honoring him or her with an Achievement in Library Diversity Research. 
Achievement is defined as a body of work or a groundbreaking piece whose dissemination 
advances our understanding of or sparks new research in the areas of diversity. Entries are not 
limited to peer reviewed, scholarly publication. Open access and other forms of published 
dissemination are also welcome. Nominations are accepted year-round, and an honoree will be 
selected from the pool of nominees received by March 15, 2016 with the award presented at the 
2016 ALA Annual Conference in Orlando, Florida. Self-nominations are welcome.  
 
Book Awards Announced  
 
The latest Coretta Scott King and Stonewall Book Awards were announced during ALA’s 2016 
Midwinter Meeting in Boston.  

 “Gone Crazy in Alabama,” written by Rita Williams-Garcia, is the King Author Book 
winner. The book is published by Amistad, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers; 
“Trombone Shorty,” illustrated by Bryan Collier, is the King Illustrator Book winner. The 
book was written by Troy Andrews and Bill Taylor and published by Abrams Books for 
Young Readers, an imprint of ABRAMS.  

 The Stonewall Book Awards – Mike Morgan and Larry Romans Children’s and Young 
Adult Literature Award was given to two titles this year, acknowledging both the 
Children’s and Young Adult category. “George,” written by Alex Gino and published by 
Scholastic Press, an imprint of Scholastic Inc., and “The Porcupine of Truth,” written by 
Bill Konigsberg and published by Arthur A. Levine Books, an imprint of Scholastic Inc., 
are the winners of the 2016 Stonewall Children’s and Young Adult Literature Awards 
respectively.  

 The American Indian Library Association (AILA), an affiliate of the American Library 
Association, has selected “Little You” (2013), published by Orca Book Publishers, written 
by Richard Van Camp and illustrated by Julie Flett as the 2016 Best Picture Book; “In 
the Footsteps of Crazy Horse” (2015), published by Amulet Books and written by Joseph 
Marshall III as the 2016 Best Middle School Book, and “House of Purple Cedar” (2014) 
Cinco Puntos Press, written by Tim Tingle as the 2016 Best Young Adult Book. The 
recipients of the fifth American Indian Youth Literature Awards will be formally 
recognized at Annual Conference. 

  
Coretta Scott King – Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement 
 
Jerry Pinkney is the winner of the Coretta Scott King – Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime 
Achievement. The award pays tribute to the quality and magnitude of beloved children’s author 

http://www.ala.org/research/larks/diversity
http://www.ala.org/research/larks/honoring-excellence-achievement-library-diversity-research
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Virginia Hamilton. Jerry Pinkney’s illustrations detail a world that resonates with readers long 
after the pages of a book have been turned. His five decades of work offer compelling artistic 
insights into the legacy of African American storytelling and experience. Beyond Pinkney’s 
technical brilliance, his support of differentiated learning through art and of young illustrators 
sets him apart as both artist and educator. His powerful illustrations have redefined the scope of 
the sophisticated picture book and its use with multiple levels of learners. 
 
McConnell and Baker receive First-Ever GLBTRT Award for Political Activism 
 
Michael McConnell and Jack Baker have been named the inaugural recipients of the American 
Library Association’s Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Round Table (GLBTRT) Award 
for Political Activism. The award will be presented on Monday, June 27, 2016 during the 
Stonewall Book Awards program at the ALA Annual Conference in Orlando. The GLBTRT 
Award for Political Activism seeks to recognize librarians and library related organizations that 
have made outstanding contributions in the area of GLBT activism. The award consists of a 
certificate and $1,000. Already well-known in the Midwest as gay rights activists, McConnell and 
Baker became pioneers in the struggle for same sex marriage. In 1970, they applied for a 
marriage license in Hennepin County, Minnesota - the first same sex couple to apply for a 
marriage license. After county officials denied their application, the couple mounted a 
precedent-setting lawsuit (Baker v. Nelson) that reached the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2015, 
when the Court ruled that same sex couples have a fundamental right to marry, the ruling 
included this note: "Baker v. Nelson must be and now is overruled." 
 
First-ever Newlen-Symons Award for Excellence Given to Jean-Nickolaus Tretter Collection 
 
GLBTRT has announced the Jean-Nickolaus Tretter Collection in Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Studies at the University of Minnesota Libraries as the inaugural recipient of the 
Newlen-Symons Award for Excellence in Serving the GLBT Community. The award was 
established to honor a library, librarian, library staff member, library board and/or library friends 
groups who serve the GLBT community. Nominees are judged based on innovation, impact, 
sustainability and advocacy. The GLBTRT Executive Board selected the Tretter Collection in 
part for its role in organizing the international GLBT Archives, Libraries, Museums and Special 
Collections (ALMS) conference, collecting materials from a wide variety of GLBT community 
groups and organizations (including the Log Cabin Republicans and international GLBT 
organizations, many in countries where homosexuality remains illegal), and the visionary 
development of the trans* community oral history project. 
 
National Bookmobile Day 
 
On Wednesday, April 13, libraries across the country and around the world will join in the 
seventh annual celebration of National Bookmobile Day. To help libraries celebrate, ODLOS 
has once again developed materials for them to plan their local festivities, including social media 
graphics, customizable posters, bookmarks, and publicity templates. A video celebration of 
#nbd2016 will also be held on Youtube, where everyone is invited to show “Why We Love Our 
Bookmobile,” part of wider social media efforts to highlight bookmobiles and the valuable 
services they provide in their communities. To learn more, please visit 
www.ala.org/bookmobiles.  
 

http://www.ala.org/bookmobiles
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Midwinter News You Can Use 
 
The Committee on Literacy sponsored a News You Can Use session on “How you can use 
WIOA (Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act) to enhance your job preparedness and job 
readiness services.”  Panelists Kaye Beall, Dinah O’Brien, and Karisa Tashjian explained the 
structure, challenges, and opportunities of the Act, including the chance for libraries to be "at the 
table" in offering services, providing resources, and being partners in the advancement of long 
term financial solutions for our communities. 
 
Spectrum Scholarship Program News 
 
ALSC Past President Ellen Fader has made a generous gift to the Spectrum Scholarship 
Program to support a 2016-2017 ALSC/Fader Spectrum Scholarship and a 2016 Crossing the 
Finish Line scholarship which provides a $2,500 tuition stipend for one semester of study for a 
past Spectrum recipient and additional funds for targeted professional development activities 
selected by the recipient in support of his or her completion of the degree and pursuit of a 
professional position in children’s services. 2006 Spectrum Scholar Dr. Pearl Ly received the 
ACRL CJCLS EBSCO Community College Learning Resources Leadership Award. 2001 
Spectrum Scholar Petrina Jackson and 2006 Spectrum Scholar Holly A. Smith have been 
selected for the Archives Leadership Institute 2016 Cohort.Ten Spectrum Scholars received 
travel grants from the Public Library Association to attend PLA 2016 in Denver.  

 
 
Office for Government Relations  
(OGR) 
 
Appropriations:  President’s FY17 Budget a Mixed Bag for Libraries; LSTA Trimmed, IAL 
Untouched 
 
The President transmitted his budget request to Congress this week, and the Administration’s 
recommendations are a mixed bag for library priorities: an overall decrease across four programs 
of over $500,000 in LSTA funding (including a decrease of nearly $950,000 in the Grants to 
States program); and a flat funding request of $27 million for Innovative Approaches to Literacy 
(IAL), which supports the acquisition of materials by school libraries serving economically 
challenged students. ALA’s disappointment with the proposed cuts was noted by President Sari 
Feldman in a press release and subsequently highlighted in multiple publications, including 
Library Journal. With submission of the budget, widely regarded to be “DOA” on Capitol Hill as a 
political matter, the Office of Government Relations will now aggressively lobby Congressional 
appropriators on behalf of FY17 library funding. That work begins immediately with an effort to 
maximize the number of members of Congress who sign so-called “Dear Appropriator” letters 
prepared by one or more of their colleagues who are library champions. Four such letters will 
soon be circulated separately urging the members of the Senate and House Appropriations 
Committees to support LSTA and IAL funding at no less than FY16 levels. These letters must be 
submitted to the Appropriations Committees in each chamber no later than March 17 in the 
Senate and March 24 in the House. Over the next several weeks, OGR will orchestrate a 
grassroots campaign, coordinate with COSLA, and reach out to all ALA Chapters in support of 
this important sign-on effort.     
 

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2016/02/pearl-ly-receives-acrl-cjcls-ebsco-community-college-learning-resources
http://www.archivesleadershipinstitute.org/2016/02/announcing-archives-leadership.html?m=1
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/01/ten-spectrum-scholars-receive-pla-conference-travel-grant
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2016/02/ala-disappointed-white-house-budget-cut-state-grants-libraries
http://www.infodocket.com/2016/02/09/president-obamas-fy-2017-federal-budget-request-includes-230-million-for-imls/
http://www.politico.com/tipsheets/morning-tax/2016/02/obamas-last-budget-feel-the-excitement-212581
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Telecom:  ALA Working with New Congressional Caucus to Highlight Libraries’ Role, Support 
Focus on Rural Broadband Access 
 
On February 3, ALA attended the launch of the bi-partisan Congressional Rural Broadband 
Caucus, which intends to focus on increasing broadband opportunities to less populated 
communities across the country. The Caucus will increase awareness within Congress of 
barriers to rural Wi-Fi. ALA will work with the Caucus to further its mission generally and 
specifically to profile the role of libraries in providing internet access to address the digital divide 
and close the homework gap. 
 
Privacy:  ALA and Coalition Partners Pushing to Break Logjam on Reform of Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act  
 
ALA, together with a large coalition of public and private sector partners, has stepped up public 
calls for House Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-VA6) to finally permit the 
Committee to consider and vote on the Email Privacy Act (H.R. 699), now the most heavily 
supported bill in Congress with well over 300 bipartisan cosponsors. Late last week, the 
Committee announced that such a “markup” will occur in March and Congressional sources 
indicate that the meeting could well come early in the month. As previously reported in District 
Dispatch, the bill would require law enforcement and intelligence authorities to obtain a 
judicially-approved search warrant to attain the content of personal electronic communications 
like emails, texts, Facebook posts, Tweets and documents stored in the “cloud” no matter when 
they were created. No such warrant is now needed in most cases after an electronic document 
is more than six months old. ALA will continue to work with its coalition partners to defeat 
expected amendments to substantially weaken the bill and to get it to the House and Senate 
floors.  
 

 
Office for Information Technology Policy  
(OITP) 
 
Information Policy Workshop for ALA Leaders 
 
In collaboration with the ALA Executive Board, OITP organized an all-day information policy 
workshop for member and staff leaders from the various divisions and offices of the association, 
held on January 7 just prior to the 2016 Midwinter Meeting. The workshop was an integral part 
of the implementation plan for ALA’s strategic direction on information policy. ALA President 
Sari Feldman served as general chair of the workshop. Featured panelists included Marjory 
Blumenthal from the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, Gwenn Weaver 
from the U.S. Department of Commerce, Jenny Backus until recently with Google, Inc., IFLA 
President Donna Scheeder, and Alan Fishel, partner at D.C. law firm Arent Fox. 
 
 
New ALA Collaboration on Financial Counseling Serving Military and Their Families 
 
ALA has joined forces with the National Foundation for Credit Counseling® (NFCC®) and local 
libraries to deliver financial education and resources to members of the military and their 
families across the country. Members of the U.S. armed forces, Coast Guard, veterans, and 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/699
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/699/cosponsors
http://www.districtdispatch.org/tag/ecpa/
http://www.districtdispatch.org/tag/ecpa/
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/ala-information-policy-workshop/
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2016/01/american-library-association-joins-forces-national-foundation-credit
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their families face financial challenges often not adequately addressed by resources designed 
for the general public. ALA and NFCC will leverage local member agencies and libraries to help 
improve the financial lives of service members, veterans and their families. The participating 
pilot libraries will be announced shortly. 
 
ALA Submits Comments to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the 
Department of Education 
 
In response to a call for comments on a joint draft policy statement on family engagement and 
early learning, ALA submitted comments to the U.S. Departments of HHS and Education. Their 
draft policy statement includes specific Principles of Effective Family Engagement Practices and 
recommendations for state and local action. The draft also reviews relevant research and 
includes an appendix with resources for planning engagement programs, professional 
development, and families. OITP appreciates the quick turnaround for input from AASL, ALSC, 
YALSA, and PLA. 
 

 
Office for Intellectual Freedom  
(OIF)  
 
Welcoming a New Director of the Office for Intellectual Freedom 
 
Assistant Director Kristin Pekoll and the Office for Intellectual Freedom hosted a free online 
interview to introduce new director Jamie LaRue to members on January 27. He answered 
questions that were submitted by members online. The interview has been recorded and is 
available to anyone to learn more about Jamie’s background, his role in the office, and his 
thoughts on intellectual freedom principles and practices. Jamie LaRue assumed the position of 
Director of the Office for Intellectual Freedom on January 4, just in time for Midwinter in Boston. 
He has written a post for the OIF Blog about the withdrawal of the book “A Birthday Cake for 
George Washington” which featured comments from Jody Gray, Director of the Office for 
Diversity, Literacy, and Outreach Services. He has also responded to several press inquiries 
about Virginia’s HB 516, a parental notification bill intended to inform parents of “sexually 
explicit” content in English classes, enable parents to review the materials, and require teachers 
to offer alternative content. 
 
Meeting to Discuss Student Privacy Concerns 
 
Jamie LaRue and OIF Deputy Director Deborah Caldwell-Stone joined OGR Director Adam 
Eisgrau for a February 4 meeting in Washington DC with the Department of Education and other 
civil liberties and privacy groups regarding student privacy concerns. The discussion centered 
on an app provided to parents in Collier County, Florida that allows them to review materials 
checked out to their children from the school library. DOE staff clarified that they see FERPA 
(Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) as ensuring parental rights, not student privacy.  
 

 
Office for Library Advocacy  
(OLA)  
 

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2016/01/ala-submits-comments-on-family-engagement-and-early-learning/
http://ala.adobeconnect.com/p7o731qqxm1/
http://www.oif.ala.org/oif/?p=6039
http://www.oif.ala.org/oif/?p=6039
https://chooseprivacyweek.org/watching-what-students-read-in-the-school-library/
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The Libraries Transform Campaign 
 
The Public Awareness Office and Office for Library Advocacy have received much positive 
response to the Libraries Transform campaign since the Midwinter Meeting. They are 
processing requests for partnerships and increasing resources, including an expanded toolkit 
available to libraries participating in the campaign. Planning for National Library Week is 
underway with Libraries Transform as this year’s theme.  
 
Response to Nebraska Legislative Bill 969 
 
(See highlights section) 

 
Public Awareness Office  
(PAO)  
 
Libraries Transform 
 
(See highlights section) 
 
Public Awareness Office (PAO) 
    
From January 1 – 31, more than 3,490 articles mentioning the American Library Association and 
its initiatives were captured by ALA’s monitoring service Meltwater News resulting in a 
preliminary circulation rate of more than 55 million.     
 
ALA Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits 
  
PAO reached out to approximately 2,500 mainstream, specialized and library trade press 
members, as well as 100 local media contacts within the Boston market, to pitch ALA issues 
and awards. Additionally, more than 90 press members registered for media credentials. 
Pitching efforts resulted in stories with local and national print, online, television and radio 
outlets. The PAO coordinated onsite media interviews for ALA President Sari Feldman with 
national and local press, including ABC News Network, The Boston Globe, Boston Public Radio 
– 89.7 WGBH and ABC affiliate WCVB-TV. 
 
Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction & Nonfiction  
 
(See highlights section) 
 
ALA Youth Media Awards 
  
(See highlights section) 
 
Social Media Activity from the ALA Youth Media Awards 
 
The ALA Youth Media Awards generated a significant amount of social media activity. This year 
more than 128,500 Facebook subscribers and more than 76,500 Twitter followers tracked the 
results live. The news was also posted to ALA’s ILoveLibraries.org social media channels, 

http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/for-library-professionals
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/names/2016/01/07/the-librarians-are-coming-party/IRpMLKPGl9HGmXVpJzpYLI/story.html
https://news.wgbh.org/2016/01/13/local-news/librarians-converge-boston-bring-libraries-future
https://news.wgbh.org/2016/01/13/local-news/librarians-converge-boston-bring-libraries-future
https://www.facebook.com/ILoveLibraries
https://twitter.com/ilovelibraries
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which are comprised of more than 88,100 Facebook subscribers and more than 28,000 Twitter 
followers. On Twitter, the hashtag for the awards, #alayma, produced more than 9,200 tweets 
during a 4-hour time period. The awards trended on Twitter nationally and internationally. The 
inaugural YMA social media pajama party was also popular and generated hundreds of tweets. 
In addition, classrooms from across the country visited the ALA Youth Media Awards You Tube 
channel to compare their mock election results to the 2016 webcast.  
 
Chelsea Clinton’s Closing Session 
 
Chelsea Clinton’s closing session at the ALA Midwinter Meeting attracted numerous national 
and local media, including People.com, the Boston Herald, FOX affiliate WFXT-TV, CBS affiliate 
WBZ-TV and NECN, New England Cable News. 
 
Breaking News:  National Library Week, April 10 – 16, 2016 
 
Graphic Novelist Gene Luen Yang will serve as 2016 National Library Week Honorary Chair. 
Yang is an award-winning graphic novelist and the National Ambassador for Young People’s 
Literature (2016-2017). Yang transformed the traditional form of books and reading with his 
2006 graphic novel, “American Born Chinese.”  The novel received the coveted Michael Printz 
award; an Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album; and was the first graphic novel recognized as 
a finalist for a National Book Award. As National Library Week Honorary Chair, Yang continues 
to transform lives by highlighting the importance of young people’s literature, lifelong literacy 
and education.   
 

 
Public Programs Office  
(PPO)  
 
137 Applications Received for Thinking Money Traveling Exhibition 
 
Applications for the traveling exhibition Thinking Money are currently under review by the Public 
Programs Office, the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) Investor Education 
Foundation, and peer reviewers from public libraries. One-hundred-and-thirty-seven applications 
were submitted for the opportunity by the January 29 deadline. The exhibition will offer libraries 
a fun, interactive way to engage tweens, teens and their families about financial literacy topics. 
Grantees will be announced in mid-March, and the exhibition will travel to 50 public libraries 
nationwide over a two-year period.  
 
Nominations Now Accepted for 2016 Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award 

K-8 school libraries are invited to apply for the 2016 Sara Jaffarian School Library Program 
Award for Exemplary Humanities Programming, a $5,000 award recognizing outstanding 
programming in social studies, poetry, drama, art, music and other humanities subjects. School 
libraries, public or private, that serve children in grades K-8 are eligible. Nominated programs 
must have taken place during the current school year (2015-16). Programs that are still in 
progress as of the award deadline are eligible, and libraries are encouraged to self-nominate. 
Nominations must be submitted by May 6. The Sara Jaffarian Award is supported by ALA’s 
Cultural Communities Fund (CCF). 

https://www.youtube.com/user/ILoveLibrariesALA
http://celebritybabies.people.com/2016/01/11/chelsea-clinton-pregnant-boston-daughter-charlotte-new-baby/
http://www.bostonherald.com/news/us_politics/2016/01/chelsea_clinton_dodges_inquirers_preps_to_stump_for_mother
http://geneyang.com/
https://apply.ala.org/thinkingmoney
http://www.ala.org/jaffarian
http://www.ala.org/jaffarian


 12 

  



 13 

Applications Now Accepted for Great Stories Club “Art of Change” Programming Grants for    
At-Risk Teens  

PPO is accepting applications for a new round of the Great Stories Club, a reading and 
discussion program for at-risk teens. The theme for this round is “The Art of Change: Creation, 
Growth and Transformation.”  Working with small groups of 6 to 10 teens, grantees will host 
reading and discussion events for each of three selected book titles. The titles — selected in 
consultation with librarian advisors and humanities scholars — are chosen to resonate with 
reluctant readers struggling with complex issues like incarceration, violence and poverty. 
Eligible libraries are located within or working in partnership with organizations that serve at-risk 
youth. Up to 75 grants will be awarded, and the deadline is April 15. The Great Stories Club is 
supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  
 
Libraries Transforming Communities Cohort Libraries to Present at PLA 2016 
 
While the Libraries Transforming Communities (LTC) initiative recently came to a close, 
participating LTC libraries are sharing the experience and outcomes of that community 
engagement training. Several libraries — all members of the LTC Public Innovators Cohort, a 
group of 10 public libraries selected to undergo an 18-month training in community engagement 
techniques developed by the Harwood Institute — will present at PLA 2016 (April 5-9 in 
Denver). LTC was supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
 
“Extraordinarily Engaged: How Three Libraries are Transforming Their Communities”  
 
What happens when you stop talking about your library and start listening to your community?  
Learn what community engagement looks like from libraries who have been using the Harwood 
Institute approach. Hear the good, the difficult, and joyful when Columbus (Wisconsin) Public 
Library, Red Hook Public Library (New York), and Spokane (Washington) County Library District 
share their experience of “turning outward” to engage people in conversation, identify 
aspirations, and make a difference in their communities. Thursday, April 7, 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. 
 
“Extraordinary at Any Size: Tips for Keeping Your Library Relevant and Your Community 
Engaged for Every Size Library”  
 
A library can transform a community and a community can change a library. An engaged library 
system demands a shift in internal communication, focus, and training. Institutional relevancy 
requires an ability to reject traditional library responses to community issues and truly innovate. 
Presenters from the Spokane County (Washington) Library District, San Jose (California) Public 
Library and Los Angeles Public Library will share how their systems achieved significant change 
by “turning outward.”  Topics include administrative buy-in, staff training processes, system 
adaptations, successes, and challenges. Saturday, April 9, 10:45 – 11:45 a.m.  
 
Discover Space Grantees Gather for Training Workshop in Colorado 
 
Representatives of eight public libraries — grant recipients of the traveling exhibition Discover 
Space: A Cosmic Journey — gathered in Thornton, Colorado, on February 9 and 10 for an 
orientation workshop. With project partners from the Space Science Institute (SSI) National 
Center for Interactive Learning, the 16 participants viewed the exhibition, learned hands-on 
STEM activities that they can recreate in their libraries, took part in a night-sky viewing, and 

https://apply.ala.org/greatstories
http://www.ala.org/transforminglibraries/libraries-transforming-communities/cohort
http://www.placonference.org/program/extraordinarily-engaged-how-three-libraries-are-transforming-their-communities/
http://www.placonference.org/program/extraordinary-at-any-size-tips-for-keeping-your-library-relevant-and-your-community-engaged-for-every-size-library/
http://www.placonference.org/program/extraordinary-at-any-size-tips-for-keeping-your-library-relevant-and-your-community-engaged-for-every-size-library/
http://www.ala.org/programming/STARNet-Discover
http://www.ala.org/programming/STARNet-Discover
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discussed reporting and evaluation for the grant. Discover Space will tour the country until 
September 2017. 
 

 
 

ALA DIVISIONS 
 

 
American Association of School Librarians  
(AASL) 
 
AASL Opens Registration for New Two-Day Learning Event 
 
Online registration is now open for a new two-day event from AASL. GAME | Gaming As 
Meaningful Education, co-sponsored by the ALA Games and Gaming Round Table (GameRT), 
will focus on how games encourage critical thinking, problem solving and creative activities. 
GAME will be held September 23-24 in Rochester, New York. Early bird registration is open 
through May 1, 2016. 
 
AASL Celebrates 2016 School Library Month with Spokesperson Megan McDonald 
 
Megan McDonald, author of the beloved Judy Moody and Stink books, will serve as the national 
spokesperson for the 2016 observance of School Library Month (SLM). Celebrated in April and 
sponsored by AASL, School Library Month honors the essential role that strong school library 
programs play in a student's educational career. More information and resources, including an 
upcoming public service announcement (PSA) featuring McDonald, can be found on the AASL 
websit. 

 
 
Association of College and Research Libraries  
(ACRL) 
 
Nutter Named 2016 ACRL Academic/ Research Librarian of the Year 
 
Susan K. Nutter, Vice Provost and Director of Libraries at North Carolina State University 
(NCSU), is the 2016 ACRL Academic/Research Librarian of the Year. The award, sponsored by 
YBP Library Services, recognizes an outstanding member of the library profession who has 
made a significant national or international contribution to academic/research librarianship and 
library development. Over the course of her nearly 30-year tenure at NCSU, Nutter has been a 
visionary, outwardly-focused leader committed to demonstrating and heightening the value of 
the library in higher education. She raised the profile of the library on her campus, integrating 
innovative library services into the fabric of the university’s academic and research agendas, 
and elevating the reputation of the NCSU Libraries locally, regionally, and nationally. Under her 
leadership, the NCSU Libraries received the first ACRL Excellence in Academic Libraries Award 
in the university library category in 2000. Learn more about Nutter on the ACRL Insider blog. 
 
  

http://www.ala.org/aasl/GAME
http://www.ala.org/aasl/GAME
http://www.ala.org/aasl/slm
http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/archives/11217
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2016 ACRL Excellence in Academic Libraries Award Winners 
 
This January, ACRL announced recipients of the 2016 Excellence in Academic Libraries Award:   
Hudson County Community College Library, Jersey City, New Jersey; Macalester College 
DeWitt Wallace Library, Saint Paul, Minnesota; and the Atlanta University Center Robert W. 
Woodruff Library, Atlanta, Georgia. Sponsored by ACRL and YBP Library Services, the award 
recognizes the staff of a college, university, and community college library for programs that 
deliver exemplary services and resources to further the educational mission of the institution. 
More information is available on ACRL Insider. 
 
Framework for Information Literacy Update 
 
At the 2016 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston, the ACRL Board of Directors took action to 
formally adopt the Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education. Much has 
happened since the Board first took action on the Framework at Midwinter 2015. The Board also 
affirmed its intent to make a decision on the status of the Information Literacy Competency 
Standards for Higher Education at the 2016 ALA Annual Conference, according to the timeline 
established at the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting. The new Framework document remains a 
framework, not a standard, so that it can move forward as a dynamic, living document with great 
flexibility and potential. A full update from the Board on the Framework is available on the ACRL 
Insider blog. 
 
Scholarly Communication Workshop Hosts Announced 
 
The ACRL Research and Scholarly Environment Committee has selected five sites to host the 
workshop “Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to Engagement” as road show 
events in 2016. Recognizing that scholarly communication issues are central to the work of all 
academic librarians and all types of institutions, ACRL is underwriting the bulk of the costs of 
delivering this proven content by sending expert presenters on the road. The institutions 
selected to host the 2016 road shows are the ACRL Maryland Chapter, Baltimore; the College 
of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia; Georgia College & State University, Milledgeville, 
Georgia; the University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley; and the University of Missouri, 
Columbia. More details on the workshop are available on the ACRL website. 
 
Assessment in Action Comprehensive Bibliography Now Available 
 
Through the ACRL Assessment in Action (AiA) program, librarian-led teams carried out 
assessment projects over 14 months at their community colleges, colleges and universities. The 
projects examined the impact of the library (instruction, reference, collections, space, and more) 
on student learning/success. Learn more about these projects in the new Assessment in Action 
Bibliography, listing dozens of journal articles, conference presentations and other public 
reports. This bibliography aims to be comprehensive, capturing all scholarly and practice-based 
literature and presentations about AiA and campus projects conducted as part of the AiA 
program by campus team members, facilitators, and ACRL staff. More details on the 
bibliography, along with additional upcoming AiA results, are available on the ACRL Value of 
Academic Libraries website. 
 
  

http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/archives/11204
http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/archives/11232
http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/archives/11232
http://www.ala.org/acrl/issues/scholcomm/roadshow
http://www.acrl.ala.org/value/?page_id=980
http://www.acrl.ala.org/value/?page_id=980
http://acrl.ala.org/value
http://acrl.ala.org/value
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Putting Assessment into Action 
 
ACRL published Putting Assessment into Action: Selected Projects from the First Cohort of the 
Assessment in Action Grant, edited by Eric Ackermann, in January 2016. The methodological 
issues addressed in Putting Assessment into Action are based on the real world, practical 
experience of librarians who participated in the first cohort of the ACRL Assessment in Action 
program. Twenty seven cases are presented in arenas as varied as assessing fourth year 
undergraduate learning, first year experience, graduate student information literacy, technology 
facilities, assessing outreach services and space, and more. Putting Assessment into Action: 
Selected Projects from the First Cohort of the Assessment in Action Grant is available for 
purchase in print, as an e-book, and as a print/ e-book bundle through the ALA Online Store; 
in print and for Kindle through Amazon.com; and by telephone order at (866) 746-7252 in the 
U.S. or (770) 442-8633 for international customers. 
 
Encoding Space: Shaping Learning Environments that Unlock Human Potential 
 
ACRL released  Encoding Space: Shaping Learning Environments that Unlock Human Potential 
by Brian Mathews in January 2016. Encoding Space weaves elements together from 
architecture, psychology, retail, neuroscience, and many other disciplines in this narrative about 
the evolution of library buildings. Re-conceptualizing libraries as showrooms, studios, salons, 
and boutiques, some new directions are outlined for discussion about the future. Featuring 
drawings and renderings from interior designer Leigh Ann Soistmann, Encoding Space is ideal 
for librarians and campus administrators looking to spark their creative thinking and push 
strategic conversations about the purpose, value, and future of library buildings. Encoding 
Space: Shaping Learning Environments that Unlock Human Potential is available for purchase 
in print through the ALA Online Store and Amazon.com; and by telephone order at (866) 746-
7252 in the U.S. or (770) 442-8633 for international customers. 
 
Keeping Up With… Systematic Literature Reviews 
 
The latest edition of Keeping Up With…, ACRL’s online current awareness publication featuring 
concise briefs on trends in academic librarianship and higher education, is now available. The 
January issue features a discussion of Systematic Literature Reviews by Cynthia Thomes. 
 
Choice Bibliographic Essays Now in LibGuide Format 
 
Choice, the premier review journal for new English-language books and digital resources for 
academic libraries, has launched a new section on its revamped www.choice360.org site, 
featuring Choice bibliographic essays in LibGuide format. At launch, the LibGuide section will 
contain all eleven of the bibliographic essays published in 2015, with essays from 2013 and 
2014 to be added in the spring. Moving forward, new bibliographic essays will be featured 
simultaneously in the LibGuide format as well as in Choice magazine and on Choice Reviews 
Online. More details are available on the Choice website. 
 
ACRL New Member Forum: Getting Involved in ACRL 
 
The ACRL Membership Committee presented a free online forum about the many volunteer 
opportunities (in sections, interest groups, discussion groups, and division-level committees) on 

http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11650
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11652
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11653
http://www.amazon.com/Putting-Assessment-into-Action-Selected/dp/083898813X/
http://www.amazon.com/Putting-Assessment-into-Action-Selected-ebook/dp/B01A67OG2Y/
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11667
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0838988253/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/keeping_up_with/slr
http://www.choice360.org/
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Feburary 4. The forum featured panelists including Chase Ollis, ACRL Program Coordinator for 
Member Services; Erin Ellis, Chair of the ACRL Leadership and Recruitment Committee; and 
Ellysa Cahoy, Chair of the ACRL Instruction Section. A recording of the forum is available on 
the ACRL website. 
 
Free ACRL Webcast - Tips for ACRL 2017 Proposal Submissions 
 
Are you interested in submitting a proposal for the ACRL 2017 Conference?  Join members of 
the ACRL 2017 Conference Committee for a free hour-long webcast at 1:00 p.m. (Central) on 
Thursday, March 3, 2016. During this live webcast, committee members who are also seasoned 
proposal submitters and/or reviewers will provide tips on submitting the best ACRL 2017 
conference proposal. Learn about the overall process, see examples of successful proposals, 
and discover ways to strengthen proposal submission. Submit your free registration online by 
noon (Central) on Wednesday, March 3. 
 
ACRL Presents – The Fair Use Factors: Their History and Application 

Join ACRL for a free ACRL Presents webcast, “The Fair Use Factors: Their History and 
Application,” at 1 p.m. (Central) on Thursday, February 25, 2016. The language of the fair use 
factors has changed very little since the 19th century, but the doctrine of fair use has changed a 
great deal. Understanding the history of the factors, particularly their changing importance, is 
crucial to making accurate fair use decisions today. This webcast will focus on fair use cases 
from the last 40 years, tracing the relative importance of the four statutory factors and their 
subfactors. Participants will then be asked to practice applying current fair use law to a series of 
hypothetical fact patterns. Submit your free registration online by February 24, 2016. The 
webcast will be recorded and made available shortly after the live event. More information is 
available on the ACRL Insider blog. 
 
e-Learning Update 
 
ACRL’s e-Learning program offered three live webcasts during this report period. 111 
individuals, 32 groups, and 24 two-person teams participated in the e-Learning events focusing 
on the Framework for Information Literacy, collaborations with writing faculty, and focus groups. 
Upcoming online seminars and webcast topics include the library workplace in the 21st century, 
recent developments in fair use, and learning analytics. Full details and registration information 
are available on the ACRL website. 

 
 
Association for Library Collections & Technical Services  
(ALCTS) 
 
ALCTS Preservation Week, April 24-30, 2016 
 
(See highlights section) 

 
  

http://ala.adobeconnect.com/p8gjyqiye9p/
http://conference.acrl.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/acrl2017tips
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/acrlfairuse
http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/archives/11257
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Preservation Week Booth at PLA Conference 
 
If you are attending the PLA National Conference in Denver, April 5-9, come by the Preservation 
Week booth #746 on the exhibit floor. See what’s new for Preservation Week this year as we 
welcome Brad Meltzer, NY Times bestselling author, as its returning Honorary Chair.  
 
ALCTS Offers Two Preconferences at ALA Annual in Orlando 
 
Two preconferences are coming your way during this year's American Library Association (ALA) 
Annual Conference from the Association for Library Collections and Technical Services 
(ALCTS). Join colleagues on Friday, June 24, for these events. Register through the 2016 ALA 
Annual Conference website. 

 Metadata Madness!! : An Unconference On Anything You Want To Learn. Metadata 
Madness is an "unconference," where session topics are proposed at the beginning of 
the conference and voted on by participants. Anyone attending can propose a session 
related to metadata, such as tools, schemas, controlled vocabularies, ethics, or anything 
you can think of!  You can volunteer to lead a session or just participate.  

 The Quest for Reproducible Science: Issues in Research Transparency and Integrity 
This preconference will feature scholars, librarians, and technologists who are defending 
the credibility of scientific findings through tools and techniques to manage data, enable 
research transparency, and promote reproducible science. Attendees will learn 
strategies for fostering and supporting transparent research practices at their institutions.  

 
Preservation in Action Launches at ALA Annual 2016 
 
Join Preservation in Action for an engaging, hands-on opportunity to help preserve local cultural 
heritage at the 2016 American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference in Orlando. 
Participants will take part in a day-long preservation project at the Orange County Historical 
Society. The project, which will be led by preservation experts, will focus on motion picture film 
and may include activities such as cleaning collections or housing them in archival enclosures. 
No experience is required. This event is complimentary, but registration is required as space is 
limited. 
 
Preservation Survey Open through March 4 
 
The goal of the Preservation Statistics Survey, now in its fourth year, is to document the state of 
preservation activities in this digital era via quantitative data that facilitates peer comparison and 
tracks changes in the preservation and conservation fields over time. The Survey, a project of 
the Preservation and Reformatting Section (PARS) of the Association of Library Collections and 
Technical Services (ALCTS), is based on the Preservation Statistics survey program 
coordinated by the Association of Research Libraries (ARL) from 1984 through 2008. Learn 
more about the history of the project in the recent LRTS paper “Do You Count? The 
Revitalization of a National Preservation Statistics Program.”  The survey closes on Friday, 
March 4. Why should your institution participate in the FY2015 Preservation Statistics Survey? 

 The FY2015 Survey is short and asks only for production data — information you 
already have for annual reporting or internal planning and evaluation. 

http://2016.alaannual.org/ticketed-events
http://2016.alaannual.org/ticketed-events
http://2016.alaannual.org/ticketed-events
http://www.ala.org/alcts/resources/preservation/presstats
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 Preservation Statistics data helps you — and the wider preservation community — 
advocate for preservation programming and activities, demonstrating how programs 
compare to peers as well as areas of strength and need.  

 Your participation can help us achieve a representative body of preservation programs, 
which means better analysis and examination of trends in preservation programming. To 
continue the Preservation Statistics Project, seventy-five institutions need to respond to 
this FY15 survey. 

 
 
Association for Library Service to Children   
(ALSC) 
 
Revised Edition of Core Competencies 
 
ALSC has released a revised edition of its Competencies for Librarians Serving Children in 
Public Libraries. ALSC recommends these core competencies to all children’s librarians and 
other library staff whose primary duties include delivering library service to and advocating 
library service for children, ages birth to 14. ALSC’s Education Committee has promoted this 
updated resource in various ways including a blog post for LLAMA, a comic strip, a lively 
discussion at Leadership and ALSC during the 2016 Midwinter Meeting, and by sending a copy 
to all library school educators. 
 
ALSC Supports REFORMA’s Children in Crisis Project 
 
The ALSC Board approved a $5,000 donation to support REFORMA’s efforts to provide books 
to the tens of thousands of refugee children detained at the border after traveling 
unaccompanied from various countries experiencing social turmoil. Additionally, ALSC’s Library 
Service to Special Population Children and Their Caregivers committee has been tasked with 
exploring future ways in which ALSC can support this important and impactful project. By 
supporting the Children in Crisis Project, ALSC hopes to provide some measure of comfort to 
the children through a variety of accessible and appealing books. 
 
Great Websites for Kids 
 
ALSC recently added eight sites to Great Websites for Kids, its online resource containing 
hundreds of links to exceptional websites for children. Sites are reviewed and chosen for 
inclusion by ALSC's Great Websites for Kids Committee. 
 
Bureau of Labor Statistics K-12 - http://www.bls.gov/k12/home.htm     
Bystander Revolution - http://www.bystanderrevolution.org/  
Clic Clic Cuentos Interactivos (Spanish) - http://www.cuentosinteractivos.org  
Disney Junior: Disney Latino (Spanish) - http://disneyjunior.disneylatino.com/  
PBS Kids Design Squad - http://pbskids.org/designsquad  
Ruff Ruffman: Humble Media Genius - http://pbskids.org/fetch/ruff/  
Space Racers - http://spaceracers.org/en  
Virtual Museum of Canada - http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/about-vmc/  
 
  

http://www.ala.org/alsc/edcareeers/alsccorecomps
http://www.ala.org/alsc/edcareeers/alsccorecomps
http://www.llama.ala.org/llamaleads/?p=2442
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2015/12/core-competencies-in-comics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8pDp_XG3_U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8pDp_XG3_U&feature=youtu.be
http://refugeechildren.wix.com/refugee-children
http://www.bls.gov/k12/home.htm
http://www.bystanderrevolution.org/
http://www.cuentosinteractivos.org/
http://disneyjunior.disneylatino.com/
http://pbskids.org/designsquad
http://pbskids.org/fetch/ruff/
http://spaceracers.org/en
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/about-vmc/
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ALSC Hosts Community Forum on Summer Reading & Learning  
 
On Thursday, February 25, ALSC will host a Community Forum on the topic of summer reading 
and learning. This forum will include a live text discussion with the newly appointed ALSC 
Summer Reading & Learning Task Force. ALSC members are invited to discuss how libraries 
across the country are finding new and engaging ways to keep kids reading and learning in their 
communities and explore ways in which ALSC can help assist members in their work.  
 
ALSC Encourages Mentoring Applications 
 
To help build stronger connections within the field, ALSC announced the opening of spring 2016 
applications for the ALSC Mentoring Program. The program, which is open to members and 
non-members, is intended to help build a new collection of leaders in the field of library service 
to children. Applications are now open for both mentors and mentees. 
 
Día Turns Twenty! 
 
The first of two ALSC grant opportunities sponsored by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation 
has been awarded. ALSC selected 10 libraries to receive the 2016 Building STEAM with Día 
mini-grants to encourage the incorporation of diverse content and community partners into 
STEAM programming. Applications for the second round, Día Turns 20 mini-grants, in support 
of 20th anniversary celebrations of Día, closed on February 22, 2016. 

Babies Need Words Every Day Project 
 
ALSC’s Early Childhood Programs and Services Committee coordinated a Babies Need Words 
Every Day Blog Tour to spotlight how librarians are using the Babies Need Words Every Day 
materials. In addition to engaging librarians, ALSC has responded to interest from pediatricians, 
speech pathologists and other community stakeholders who have requested information about 
how they can amplify the message. 
 
Tickets Available for 2016 Arbuthnot Lecture Featuring Pat Mora 
 
The 2016 May Hill Arbuthnot lecture, titled " Bookjoy!¡Alegría en los libros!," will be held at 7 
p.m. on Friday, April 15, 2015 at Santa Barbara City College’s Garvin Theater. Required tickets 
are free for the lecture and must be obtained through the Santa Barbara Public Library System. 
To learn more about acquiring tickets and event details, please visit the 2016 May Hill Arbuthnot 
Honor Lecture website.  
 
Host Site Application for 2017 Arbuthnot Lecture to Open Soon 
 
The 2017Arbuthnot Honor Lecture Committee will be accepting applications to host the 48th 
May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture featuring National Book Award recipient and four-time 
Newbery medal honoree Jacqueline Woodson. The host site application will open in March and 
be due May 15, 2016.  
 
  

http://www.ala.org/alsc/community-forums
http://www.ala.org/alsc/mentoring
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2016/01/alsc-announces-building-steam-d-mini-grant-recipients
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2016/02/apply-now-d-turns-20-mini-grant-alsc
http://readingwithred.blogspot.com/2016/01/babies-need-words-every-day-blog-tour.html
http://readingwithred.blogspot.com/2016/01/babies-need-words-every-day-blog-tour.html
http://www.ala.org/alsc/2016-arbuthnot-lecture
http://www.ala.org/alsc/2016-arbuthnot-lecture
http://www.ala.org/alsc/2017-arbuthnot-honor-lecture
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2016 ALSC Professional Award Winners Announced 
 
ALSC/Baker & Taylor Summer Reading Grant  
Madison County Public Libraries in North Carolina will use grant funds for their “On your Mark, 
Get Set, Read!” program. Male and female sports teams from Mars Hill University and Madison 
High School and the minor league baseball team, the Asheville Tourist, will offer interactive 
programs. There will also be dance-themed programs in partnership with a local dance studio 
and an appearance by the Bailey Mountain Cloggers, a group that travels worldwide, dancing 
and teaching about Appalachian history and culture. 
 
ALSC Distinguished Service Award  
Over a 38-year span Pat Scales has served as ALSC President in 2008-2009 and served as 
chair of many ALSC award committees, including the Newbery, Caldecott, and Wilder award 
committees. As an authority on censorship and children’s literature, she has published three 
books and is a contributor for Random House, School Library Journal, and Book Links. She has 
also been called upon as an expert witness by ALA to defend the Library Bill of Rights in book 
challenges.  
 
Light the Way Grant  
The Bezhigoogahbow Library (Leech Lake Tribal College) will provide culturally responsive 
literacy outreach to children, birth to four, and to young caregivers under age 25, living on the 
Leech Lake Reservation in Cass Lake, Minnesota. The program has three primary goals: help 
children develop early literacy skills; help young caregivers embrace literacy in their own 
children’s lives; and most importantly, help preserve the native Ojibwe language. 
 
Maureen Hayes Award  
The Thibodaux Public Library plans to invite Louisiana author and illustrator William Joyce for a 
widely publicized event to reach children throughout the community. The library has confirmed 
cooperation with other agencies, including the Jean Lafitte Cultural Center Auditorium to host 
the event and Virtual Academy of Lafourche to record and broadcast the event online. Purple 
Penguin Art Company and the Art Council of New Orleans will help with creative craft and 
illustration workshops in conjunction with the event. 

ALSC Spring Online Courses 
 
Registration is now open for the ALSC spring online education courses. Courses include, The 
Caldecott Medal: Understanding Distinguished Art in Picture Books; It's Mutual: School and 
Public Library Collaboration; Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) Programs 
Made Easy; and Storytelling with Puppets. Courses will begin April 4, and two of the four 
courses being offered this semester are eligible for continuing education units (CEUs). 
 
ALSC Webinars 
 
ALSC is continuing its current webinar series: Managing Children’s Services with parts 2-4 of 
the series: Scheduling and Time Management in the Youth Services Department; Managing 
Financials in a Youth Services Department; and Supervising the Youth Services Department. 

Additionally, a May webinar will be offered, titled, "Making" Readers: How the Maker Movement 
Can Impact Literacy. All webinars are free and open to all. 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/profawards/bookwholesalers/alscbwicurrentwinner
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/profawards/distinguishedservice/alscdistinguishedcurrentwinner
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/profawards/candlewicklighttheway/Current_Winner
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/profawards/hayesaward/currentwinner
http://www.ala.org/alsc/edcareeers/profdevelopment/alscweb
http://www.ala.org/alsc/managing-childrens-services-scheduling-and-time-management-youth-services-department
http://www.ala.org/alsc/managing-childrens-services-managing-financials-youth-services-department
http://www.ala.org/alsc/managing-childrens-services-managing-financials-youth-services-department
http://www.ala.org/alsc/managing-childrens-services-supervising-youth-services-department
http://www.ala.org/alsc/making-readers-how-maker-movement-can-impact-literacy
http://www.ala.org/alsc/making-readers-how-maker-movement-can-impact-literacy
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Continuing Education Proposals 
 
The ALSC Education Committee is always considering new courses and webinars to add to 
ALSC’s growing online education offerings. Those interested in teaching are invited to fill out an 
online application and provide a copy of their resume, teaching references, and a course 
syllabus (not needed for webinars). The Education Committee will be selecting proposals on a 
rolling basis to allow for courses to be added multiple times throughout the year. 
 
ALSC Bill Morris Seminar 
 
Thirty-two applicants for the Bill Morris Seminar: Book Evaluation Training participated in this 
year’s seminar, which took place at the 2016 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston. This seminar 
brought new ALSC members and members with limited evaluation experience together with 
those who have served on ALSC’s media evaluation committees in an environment to train and 
mentor them in the group process and in children’s media evaluation techniques. The seminar 
will result in new and emerging leaders for future ALSC evaluation committees. 
 
ALSC National Institute 
 
Registration is now open for the ALSC National Institute taking place at the Charlotte Marriott 
City Center in Charlotte, North Carolina, September 15–17, 2016. Two and a half days of 
conference programming are devoted solely to children’s librarianship, literature, and 
technology. A number of award-winning authors and illustrators will be present at the Institute, 
including David Shannon, Phil and Erin Stead, Laura Dronzek and Kevin Henkes, and 
Jacqueline Woodson, and a special reception, held at ImaginOn, is a highlight event. 
 
2016 Annual Conference Activities 
 

 ALSC Charlemae Rollins President's Program: Libraries: The Space to Be 
 During the ALSC Charlemae Rollins President's Program, "Libraries: The Space to Be," 
 on Monday, June 27, 2016, we’ll hear from the Center for Childhood Creativity; 
 Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP; Richland Library; and Clemson University on how child 
 development, architecture, and stories all work together to create spaces that are vital to 
 children and the communities that support them. The program will also feature an 
 interactive show-and-tell of inspiring libraries from across the globe, and everyone is 
 invited to share spaces of which they are proud by tweeting pictures using 
 #ALSCprez. 

 20th Anniversary of the Pura Belpré Award Celebración, will take place on Sunday, June 
26, 2016 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. Please join winning authors and illustrators in an 
unforgettable event, una fiesta maravillosa, where the 2016 Medal winners and 
honorees will be honored. Enjoy a keynote by author and storyteller Carmen Agra 
Deedy, a silent auction of original art by Belpré Award illustrators, and a book signing by 
the winning authors and illustrators. 
 

 
  

http://www.ala.org/alsc/online-education-proposal
http://www.ala.org/alsc/morrisseminar
http://www.ala.org/alsc/institute
http://www.ala.org/alsc/annual


 23 

Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies  
(ASCLA) 
 
Calendar 
 
ASCLA released its first library calendar in late December as a fundraiser. Photo shoots took 
place at some of the most beautiful libraries in Chicago, such as the Pritzker Military Museum 
and Library, Chicago Public Library-Harold Washington Library Center, and the Newberry 
Library. Sale prices are now in effect - $10.00 for non-members, and a 10% discount for ALA 
members. Calendars can be purchased at the ALA store.  
 
Awards 
 
The nomination period for ASCLA awards is open through March 1, 2016. Please review the list 
and consider submitting a nomination. If you know someone who would be interested in these 
awards, please forward this information to them. 
 
Call for Webinar Proposals 
 
The mid-year call for webinar proposals went out the week of February 8, 2016. Submission 
information will be posted to the ASCLA blog . Please submit proposals by March 8, 2016 or 
forward this information to interested parties. Submissions will be accepted from ALA members. 
 

 
Library and Information Technology Association  
(LITA) 
 
Field Trip to Two Local Makerspaces at Midwinter 
 
LITA held a successful field trip to two local makerspaces at Midwinter – Parts & Crafts (P&C, a 
child/family-oriented space) and Artisan’s Asylum (one of the premier makerspaces in the 
country). Participants particularly enjoyed learning about the types of programming P&C offers 
and talking with makers and organization administrators at Artisan’s. In addition, attendees got 
to make a working lightsaber at P&C (see ALA Councilor Daniel Cornwall with his lightsaber at 
Council). 
 
LITA Webinars This Spring  
 
LITA has a great slate of webinars this spring covering topics ranging from how to encrypt your 
website and a how-to guide for creating instructional videos, to learning about statistical 
concepts, tests, and literacies for use at the reference desk. LITA will also be running a course 
on Universal Design for Libraries and Librarians from April 11-May 27. Learn more about these 
practical learning opportunities and register today. 
 
  

http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11638
http://www.ala.org/ascla/asclaawards/default
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/asclawebinar2016-v2
http://ascla.ala.org/blog/
https://twitter.com/DanielCornwall/status/686177981342035968
https://twitter.com/DanielCornwall/status/686177981342035968
http://www.ala.org/lita/learning/online
http://www.ala.org/lita/learning/online
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Full Slate of LITA Members Running for Office in 2016  
 
See the full slate of LITA members running for office in our 2016 election . Running for 
president-elect are David Lee King and Andromeda Yelton, along with director-at-large 
candidates Breanne Kirsch, Topher Lawton, Holbrook Sample, and Evviva Weinraub. Aaron 
Dobbs and Debra Shapiro are running for LITA Councilor. 
 
LITA Events at ALA Annual in Orlando 
  
LITA events at ALA Annual in Orlando promise to offer a wealth of learning and networking 
opportunities.  

 LITA will offer three preconferences: 
o Digital Privacy and Security: Keeping You And Your Library Safe and Secure In 

A Post-Snowden World, presented by Blake Carver (LYRASIS) and Jessamyn 
West (Open Library) 

o Islandora for Managers: Open Source Digital Repository Training with Erin Tripp 
from discovergarden  

o Technology Tools and Transforming Librarianship with Lola Bradley (Upstate 
University), Breanne Kirsch (Upstate University), Jonathan Kirsch (Spartanburg 
County Public Library), Rod Franco (Richland Library), and Thomas Lide 
(Richland Library) 

 The popular Imagineering Interest Group panel, titled “Science Fiction/Fantasy and 
Information Technology:  Where We Are and Where We Could Have Been,” will take 
place on Saturday, June 25, from 1:00-2:30 p.m. Authors tentatively scheduled to 
participate include Charlie Jane Anders (“All the Birds in the Sky”), Katherine Addison 
(“The Goblin Emperor”), Catherine Valente (“Radiance”), and Brian Staveley (“The 
Providence of Fire”). 

 The LITA President’s Program speaker is Dr. Safiya Noble, who will speak on Sunday, 
June 26, from 3:00-4:00 p.m. Dr. Noble is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Information Studies in the Graduate School of Education and Information Studies at 
UCLA. She conducts research in socio-cultural informatics; including feminist, historical 
and political-economic perspectives on computing platforms and software in the public 
interest. Her research is at the intersection of culture and technology in the design and 
use of applications on the Internet. Find out about more LITA events at Annual on the 
LITA website. 

 
 
Library Leadership and Management Association  
(LLAMA) 
 
LLAMA Presents Three Successful Webinars 
 

 On January 27, seventy-five people participated in “Conversations with Donors: How to 
Talk About Gift Planning,” sponsored by LLAMA’s Fundraising and Financial 
Development Section (FRFDS). This webinar featured Dani Dawson, Senior Director of 
Gift Planning at the University of California, San Diego. 

http://www.ala.org/lita/about/election
http://www.ala.org/lita/conferences/annual/2016
http://www.ala.org/lita/conferences/annual/2016
http://www.ala.org/lita/conferences/annual/2016
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 On January 28, Grace Dunbar presented “One Bad Apple -- Strategies for Dealing with 
the Underachieving Employee.”   Dunbar is the Vice President of Equinox Software, Inc., 
in Norcross, GA. 150 people attended. 

 On February 3, LLAMA’s free Library Thought Leaders webinar series broke previous 
attendance records with “No-Cost Success Strategies,” featuring Maxine Bleiweis, 
retired director of three award-winning public libraries, including 17 years as Executive 
Director of the Westport, CT, Library. 423 people registered. This series features thought 
leaders from a wide variety of libraries. 

 
 
Public Library Association   
(PLA) 

Libraries to Strengthen Family Engagement through New PLA Project 
 
PLA will partner with the Harvard Family Research Project on a new initiative to help public 
libraries identify successful family engagement strategies and implement them to help children 
of all ages succeed in school and life. The 2016 project, entitled Libraries for the 21st Century: 
It's a Family Thing, is supported by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation through a grant to 
the Harvard Family Research Project. PLA and the Harvard Family Research Project will focus 
on the early childhood years to document existing practices and opportunities in family 
engagement, create a learning community, and create a toolkit or “ideabook” about family 
engagement in public libraries. Read the complete release online. 
 
PLA 2016 
 
(See highlights section) 
 
Ten Spectrum Scholars Receive PLA Conference Travel Grants 
 
PLA has awarded 2016 Spectrum Scholar/PLA Conference Travel Grants to ten Spectrum 
Scholars. The grants provide complimentary registration to the PLA 2016 Conference, April 5-9 
in Denver, as well as $1,000 for travel and housing arrangements and an invitation to the 
conference VIP reception. The purpose of these grants is to create leadership and career 
exploration opportunities for Spectrum Scholars working in public librarianship through the 
conference’s array of continuing education and networking activities. Read the complete release 
online. 
 
Anand Giridharadas Added to PLA 2016 Conference Lineup 
 
Anand Giridharadas will be added to the PLA 2016 Conference BIG IDEAS Series on Saturday, 
April 9 from 8:15 to 9:15 a.m. Giridharadas is a writer; he is a New York Times columnist, writing 
the biweekly “Letter from America.”  He is the author, most recently, of The True American: 
Murder and Mercy in Texas. Giridharadas appears regularly on TV and the radio in the United 
States and globally, including on CNN, MSNBC, NPR, Morning Joe, and The Daily Show. Read 
the complete release online. 
 

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2016/02/public-libraries-strengthen-family-engagement-through-new-pla-project
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/01/ten-spectrum-scholars-receive-pla-conference-travel-grant
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/01/ten-spectrum-scholars-receive-pla-conference-travel-grant
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/02/anand-giridharadas-added-pla-2016-conference-lineup
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/02/anand-giridharadas-added-pla-2016-conference-lineup
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Author Nikki Giovanni Added to PLA 2016 Conference Lineup 

 
PLA is pleased to announce Nikki Giovanni, world-renowned poet, writer, commentator, activist, 
and educator, as an Adult Author Lunch Speaker at the PLA 2016 Conference on Thursday, 
April 7 from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m. One of the most widely-read American poets, Giovanni prides 
herself on being “a Black American, a daughter, a mother, a professor of English.”  She remains 
as determined and committed as ever to the fight for civil rights and equality. Over the course of 
more than three decades of publishing and lecturing she has come to be called both a “National 
Treasure” and, most recently, one of Oprah Winfrey’s twenty-five “Living Legends.”  Her 
autobiography, Gemini, was a finalist for the National Book Award. Read the complete release 
online. 
 
Tig Notaro to Bring PLA 2016 Conference to a Laugh-Filled Close 
 
Attendees at the Public Library Association (PLA) 2016 Conference, April 5-9, in Denver will 
want to stay through the end to enjoy comedian Tig Notaro at the PLA 2016 Closing Session. 
Notaro is teaming up with Diablo Cody, who is set to co-write, along with Louis CK, who is 
executive producing and directing, Notaro’s stand-up special, Boyish Girl Interrupted, premiered 
on HBO in August 2015. A documentary feature was made about the comedian following a 
series of devastating life events, entitled Tig. The film opened to a standing ovation at Sundance 
in 2015 and premiered globally as a Netflix Original documentary that July. Notaro is returning 
for the second season of the critically acclaimed series Transparent on Amazon this fall. In 
2016, Harper Collins will be releasing Notaro’s memoir. Read the complete release online. 
 
PLA Now Accepting Proposals for Spark Talks at PLA 2016 Conference 
 
PLA is now accepting proposals for five-minute Spark Talks at PLA 2016. Spark Talks use a 
combination of innovative slides and lightning-fast talk to share work-inspired, personal 
passions that will fire-up an audience of public library colleagues. Proposals are due by 11:59 
p.m. (Eastern) on March 18, and selections will be announced on March 25. Proposals will be 
selected by members of the PLA Conference Program Subcommittee based on innovation, 
clarity, and overall potential for public libraries. Read the complete release online.  

 
Reference and User Services Association  
(RUSA) 
 
Successful Book & Media Awards Ceremony and Reception 
 
The RUSA Book & Media awards announcements were combined with the Andrew Carnegie 
Medals of Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction winner announcements for the first time in a 
beautiful ceremony in Boston at Midwinter. The 2016 winners and more information about these 
awards can be found at www.ala.org/rusa/awards. This event reflected the new calendar for the 
Carnegie Medals. The Carnegie Medals author ceremony will be held at Annual Conference in 
Orlando, with speeches from the winners.  
 
 

http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/02/author-nikki-giovanni-added-pla-2016-conference-lineup
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/02/author-nikki-giovanni-added-pla-2016-conference-lineup
http://www.placonference.org/closing-session/
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/02/tig-notaro-bring-pla-2016-conference-laugh-filled-close
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2016/02/pla-now-accepting-proposals-spark-talks-pla-2016-conference
http://www.ala.org/rusa/awards
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RUSA Interest Groups 
 
RUSA is experimenting with interest groups. A pilot project has allowed four interest groups 
approved by the Organization and Planning Committee to be formed:  

 Copyright 

 Entrepreneurship 

 First Year Experience 

 Shared Collections 
This pilot will run through Annual 2016.  
 

 
United for Libraries: the Association for Library Trustees & Advocates  
(UNITED) 
 
Upcoming Book for Librarians Who Work with Friends 
 
Sally Gardner Reed has entered into a contract with AL Editions to publish a book that will be 
directed to librarians who work with Friends. The working title is “With Friends Like These” and 
will cover issues such as creating or revitalizing Friends, increasing their fundraising potential, 
turning them into advocates for the library, and turning around or disbanding an “unfriendly” 
group. 
 
Webinar for Incoming Board Members 
 
United for Libraries recently created a webinar for incoming Board members. This orientation 
webcast is accompanied by links to the bylaws, the current board member list, member benefits, 
and membership dues. 
 
“News You Can Use” eblasts 
 
United for Libraries has begun sending out “news you can use” eblasts in the months between 
sending out the printed newsletter. The first eblast was met with terrific feedback. 
 

 
Young Adult Library Services Association  
(YALSA) 
 
Create It at Your Library!  
 
(See highlights section) 
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Apply for Funds to Attend the YA Services Symposium 

 
Now through June 1, apply for up to $1,000 to attend the YA Services Symposium this 
November 4 – 6 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The overall theme is “empowering teens to 
increase your library’s impact.”  Registration opens in April, and the preliminary program will be 
available in March. Anyone interested in attending is welcome to come to this event.  
 
Seeking Volunteers for 2016—2018 YALSA Committees 
 
Volunteer to serve on a strategic committee, jury or advisory board. The work of these virtual 
groups begins July 1, 2016 and runs through June 30, 2018. For questions, contact Sarah Hill at 
gsarahthelibrarian@gmail.com   
  
YALSA Partners Up for a Teen Creative Writing & Art Contest 
  
As part of Teen Tech Week™, YALSA is teaming up with the Connected Learning Alliance, 
Deviant Art, National Writing Project, and Wattpad for the Twist Fate challenge. The challenge 
is to get young people (ages 13-17) telling stories about what happens when a hero becomes a 
villain, or a villain a hero (through writing, video, digital art, animation, etc.) and sharing the 
stories across the Deviant Art and Wattpad platforms. It's happening March 6-April 6, and to 
ramp up for it, there will be a series of free webinars in February with guests including Mimi ito, 
Christina Cantrill, Candice Mack, Josh Wattles from DeviantArt, and Jing Jing Tan from 
Wattpad.  
 
Upcoming YALSA Activities & Events   

 February 18, webinar “Making the Leap from Summer Reading to Summer Learning” 
www.ala.org/yalsa/webinars 

 March 6 – 12, Teen Tech Week™, www.ala.org/teentechweek 

 March 17, webinar, “Partner with your local Museum to Reach more Teens!” 
www.ala.org/yalsa/webinars 

 April 10 – 16, National Library Week. YALSA announces its Teens Top Ten nominees and 
launches its Teen Read Week™ site, http://www.ala.org/nlw  

 May 9, noon to 1 p.m. (Eastern), Twitter Town Hall with YALSA’s President via #yalsachat 

 June 1, deadline to apply for funds to present a paper at the 2017 Midwinter Meeting in 
Atlanta, http://ow.ly/K1g8o  

 June 1, deadline to apply for travel funds for symposium, www.ala.org/yalsa/yasymposium 

 June 24 – 27, ALA Annual Conference, http://tinyurl.com/YALSAan16  

 October 9 – 15, Teen Read Week™, www.ala.org/teenread  

 November 4 – 6, YA Services Symposium in Pittsburgh, PA, www.ala.org/yalsa/events  
 
For more events and information, visit the YALSA wiki or Google calendar  
 

 

 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/yasymposium
http://ow.ly/WbKLJ
mailto:gsarahthelibrarian@gmail.com
http://connectedlearning.tv/heroes-villains-or-back-again-wattpaddeviantart-%E2%80%9Ctwist-fate%E2%80%9D-challenge
http://connectedlearning.tv/heroes-villains-or-back-again-wattpaddeviantart-%E2%80%9Ctwist-fate%E2%80%9D-challenge
http://connectedlearning.tv/heroes-villains-or-back-again-wattpaddeviantart-%E2%80%9Ctwist-fate%E2%80%9D-challenge
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/webinars
http://www.ala.org/teentechweek
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/webinars
http://www.ala.org/nlw
http://ow.ly/K1g8o
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/yasymposium
http://tinyurl.com/YALSAan16
http://www.ala.org/teenread
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/events
http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Calendar_of_Events
https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=yalsa@ala.org&ctz=America/Chicago&gsessionid=OK
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ALA PUBLISHING 
 
ALA Editions 

New Books from ALA Editions and ALA Neal-Schuman  

Some of the new professional development books published include Excellent Books for Early 
and Eager Readers, by Kathleen T. Isaacs; Five Steps of Outcome-Based Planning and 
Evaluation for Public Libraries, by Melissa Gross, Cindy Mediavilla, and Virginia A. Walter; and 
Adults Just Wanna Have Fun: Programs for Emerging Adults, by Audrey Barbakoff (ALA 
Editions). Several authors participated in publication-related events at the ALA Store at the 2016 
ALA Midwinter Meeting. For a full listing of titles including books, online workshops, and 
eCourses, visit the ALA Store.       www.alastore.ala.org 

 

ALA Graphics 
 
The Spring 2016 Catalog and the David Bowie Reprint 

 
ALA Graphics spring 2016 catalog started arriving in mailboxes the beginning of January 
featuring new character poster Love Monster. Other new products featured in this catalog 
include How Do Dinosaurs… poster and bookmark, Duck & Goose poster and bookmark, 
and Raven Cycle poster and bookmark. With the unexpected passing of David Bowie, librarians 
all over the world requested we reprint the popular David Bowie READ poster from 1987. 
Already over 1,500 posters have been sold in the 10 days since releasing the reprinted poster to 
the public.        www.alastore.ala.org/alagraphics/ 
  
eLearning 
 
With spring right around the corner, we are ramping up the line-up of eLearning opportunities 
with a wide selection for all interest levels, including Using Pop Culture to Create Great Library 
Programs Workshop; Online Tutorials: Creating them Easily and Effectively eCourse; 
and Advanced eCourse: Management Bootcamp for Librarians and Other Information 
Professionals.         www.alastore.ala.org 
 

 

American Libraries 
 
Libraries Transform: March/April Issue 
 
The cover story of American Libraries magazine’s March/April issue is about ALA’s Libraries 
Transform initiative. The cover package comprises four articles, including one by President-
Elect Julie Todaro. There is also a one-year follow-up feature on ALA’s Center for the Future of 
Libraries, as well as the annual Emerging Leaders showcase. Candidates for ALA president and 
treasurer also submitted statements appealing for member votes. And the new Spotlight section 
features a school library’s success in gamifying literacy. 
 

http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11525
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11525
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11633
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11633
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11611
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2015/12/bevy-new-books-products-special-events-ala-store-midwinter-meeting
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2015/12/bevy-new-books-products-special-events-ala-store-midwinter-meeting
http://www.alastore.ala.org/
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11644
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11642
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11640
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11646
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11669
http://www.alastore.ala.org/alagraphics
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11663
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11663
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11670
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11666
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11666
http://www.alastore.ala.org/
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Top Stories Online 
 
The top three stories online in January included: 

 Librarians in the Digital Age (by Sari Feldman and Julie Todaro) 

 YMA coverage 

 The Evolving Catalog (excerpt from ALA Editions) 
 
AL Social Media Highlights 
 
Twitter gained 1,286 new followers since January 1, for a total of 46,100 followers, and had 
968,000 total impressions from January 1 through February 9. The highest Facebook reach was 
a photo of the David Bowie READ poster the day his death was announced: 100,000 reach, 
5,000 likes, and 637 shares. With several popular posts and good Midwinter coverage, the 
Facebook page gained almost 500 new followers in two months, bringing the total to 8,822 
followers. 
 
AL Direct 
 
In January, the top three story clicks were: 

 How to answer the five dumbest interview questions (2,847 clicks) 

 Canadian Library Association votes to dissolve (1,700) 

 Librarians in the Digital Age (1,189) 

 

Booklist Publications 
 
Three Nights of Book and Media Award Excitement 
 
To coincide with the Youth Media Awards and offer three nights of book and media award 
excitement at ALA Midwinter, the 2016 Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence winners were 
announced at the RUSA Book and Media Awards on Sunday, January 10. Viet Thanh Nguyen 
won the fiction medal for his novel The Sympathizer, and Sally Mann won the nonfiction medal 
for her book, Hold Still: A Memoir with Photographs. The two authors will receive their medals at 
the celebratory award ceremony at ALA Annual Conference in June.  
 
Industry-Wide Diversity Baseline Publishing Survey 
 
Booklist participated in an industry-wide Diversity Baseline Publishing Survey that was 
spearheaded by Jason Low of Lee & Low Books. The complete results of the survey were 
released in late January, and Booklist’s numbers fell in line with other review journals and 
publishers, which is to say: not diverse enough. This survey has served as a line to measure 
forward progress, and Booklist has already taken steps towards ensuring a more diverse and 
representative reviewer base. The early results are visible in the February 1 Spotlight on 
Multicultural Literature, and many applications have been received in response to our call for 
new reviewers. We can and we will do better. 
 
  

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/librarians-digital-age-wsj-response/
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/01/04/cataloging-evolves/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/lizryan/2016/01/24/how-to-answer-the-five-dumbest-job-interview-questions/
http://michaelridley.ca/2016/01/cla/
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/librarians-digital-age-wsj-response/
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/carnegieadult
http://booklistonline.com/The-Sympathizer-Viet-Thanh-Nguyen/pid=7273485
http://booklistonline.com/Hold-Still-A-Memoir-with-Photographs-Sally-Mann/pid=7384746
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The First-Ever Spotlight on Humor 

 

On February 10, Booklist published the February 15 issue and first-ever Spotlight on Humor. 

The issue includes Top 10 lists of the most humorous novels for adults and youth, as well as 

twists on the spotlight, such as a read-alikes column called “Laughing in the Afterlife.” 
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Digital Reference 
 
RDA Toolkit 

 
As of December, RDA Toolkit had 5% more users than through December of FY15  and is 5% 
over budget  through December FY16. Since the start of FY16, accounts have been opened up 
in Finland, and a trial has started for a consortia in Sweden. An agreement is in place with the 
group ALZAD, to sell RDA Toolkit subscriptions in the Middle East. The RDA Development team 
hosted  another successful linked data event at Harvard University. This hackathon, called 
“Thing-athon” involves Catalogers, developers, and vendors getting together to explore RDA 
and its application beyond the MARC environment. The February release was made available 
on February 9, 2016 and includes revisions to the German language translation, Revisions to 
English language MARC/RDA mappings and a French translation of the MARC/RDA 
bibliographic and authority mappings. 
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