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“School Libraries Make the Difference,” a New Addition to I Love Libraries 

The ALA Office for Library Advocacy has just published “School Libraries Make the Difference,” 
a new addition to I Love Libraries, ALA’s library website for the public.  Written specifically with 
parents in mind, it focuses on the importance of quality school libraries and certified school 
librarians for student success at all education levels.  Facts about student success, lifelong 
learning and college and career readiness, as well as infographics, and videos produced by 
state school library associations help to illustrate the importance of quality school library 
programs.  Tips for getting involved range from visiting a school library to writing op-eds for local 
publications.  Created in consultation with the American Association of School Librarians 
(AASL), this resource complements AASL’s new, “School Libraries Transform Learning,” a 
digital supplement produced by American Libraries magazine.  The digital supplement is also 
available at I Love Libraries. (For more information about the AL Digital Supplement, see the 
AASL and AL reports). 

Banned Books Week 2014 
 
Libraries, schools and bookstores across the country celebrated the freedom to read during 
Banned Books Week by hosting special events and exhibits on the power of words and the 
harms of censorship.  This year, ALA partnered with SAGE to host a free webinar on September 
24 discussing efforts to un-ban books by visiting activists and speakers around the world. 
Speakers included Jodie Ginsberg, from Index on Censorship London, Shelia Harell-Roye, from 
Charleston Friends of the Library, from Charleston, S.C., Tony Diaz from Librotraficante of 
Houston, and Congresswoman Linda Sanchez of California.  SAGE and ALA/OIF also hosted a 
Banned Books Virtual Read-Out Booth during the ALA's Annual Conference in Las Vegas.  
Videos from that event have been posted on the Banned Books Week YouTube channel. Check 
out those videos along with videos from actor Jeff Bridges, comic artist Stan Lee, and frequently 
challenged authors Dav Pilkey and Lois Lowry. (For more information about media coverage, 
see the PIO report.) 
 
Library Card Sign-up Month 
 
September was Library Card Sign-up Month and helping to spread the word this year was Stan 
Lee, creator of comic superheroes, who served as the Honorary Chair.  Stan Lee appeared in 
digital public service announcements (PSAs), inviting everyone to sign up for a library card.  PIO 
also distributed the PSA to media outlets for online placement.  Coverage of the digital PSA 
included popular comic book fan websites such WizardWorld.com and 
ComicBookResources.com, both with many thousands of visitors.  A press release about 
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Library Card Sign-up Month was also sent to media.  In total, there were 447 articles and 4,474 
mentions in social media according to PIO’s media tracking software.  
 
Relaunch of AL Direct 
 
Beginning October 7, AL Direct now comes out twice weekly in a responsive design, making it 
easier to read on a mobile phone or tablet.   AmericanLibrariesMagazine.org also features a 
daily blog post on latest library links, helping to provide all the same library news the former AL 
Direct featured, but served up faster and easier to digest. ALA news and announcements are 
now featured on the front page of AL online. 
 
 
45th Anniversary of the Freedom to Read Foundation 
 
November marks the 45th anniversary of the Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF), and to 
commemorate this milestone there will be an online celebration on November 20 featuring 
FTRF President Julius C. Jefferson, Jr., FTRF general counsel Theresa Chmara, and others 
discussing the history and future of the Foundation.  This event will kick off a year-long series of 
online and in-person events to help build the Foundation’s profile and resources.   
 
Libraries Transforming Communities (LTC) Update 
 
ALA, in partnership with The Harwood Institute for Public Innovation, offered a Public Innovators 
Lab for Libraries from October 8 to 10 in Atlanta.  Sixty-seven library professionals representing 
40 public and academic libraries attended the fee-based workshop to learn Harwood’s “turning 
outward” approach to community engagement.  ALA will engage these participants on ALA 
Connect so they can continue to share knowledge and form a community of practice. The LTC 
Public Innovators Cohort — a group of 10 public libraries chosen to undergo an intensive, 18-
month training in the “turning outward” approach — continues to participate in webinars and 
check-in calls with Harwood educators.  After these webinars are recorded, the archived 
versions are made available for free on the LTC website.  Five webinars are currently available 
to the public: “Hosting and Leading Community Conversations,” “Theming and Using Public 
Knowledge,” “Hosting and Using Innovation Spaces,” and “Partner Selection and Managing 
Relationships.” On the LTC website, libraries can access an easy-to-use, 90-day plan for 
implementing the “turning outward” approach in their communities.  The plan and associated 
resources are located under the “Resources for Libraries” tab.  Since January, the LTC website 
has received more than 20,000 page views and nearly 5,000 downloads. New Knowledge 
Organization Ltd., the independent evaluators for LTC, also recently completed their first interim 
report about the initiative. The report is available on the LTC Program Evaluation webpage.  
LTC is managed by ALA’s Public Programs Office. 
 
Center for the Future of Libraries 
  
The Center for the Future of Libraries’ web site and blog are now available. The starting point 
for the site is a Trend Library which will advance one of the Center’s primary goals of identifying 
emerging trends relevant to libraries and librarianship.  The trend library includes entries on 
specific trends with information on how they are developing, why they matter for libraries, and 
links to the reports, articles, and resources that can further explain their significance.  Coverage 
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of individual trends will be expanded as new information is made available, and new entries will 
be added to help develop a fuller representation of trends affecting libraries.  The blog will 
include information on the Center’s work and development and reflections on trends and 
innovative practices relevant to libraries.  Over the next several months, the CFL director will 
invite member leaders and outside thought leaders to share their views of the future of libraries 
through featured posts on the blog. 
 
Financial Literacy Education Guidelines and Best Practices in Libraries 
 
RUSA, with the support of the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), announces the 
Financial Literacy Education in Libraries: Guidelines and Best Practices for Service, a result of a 
SPARKS! Grant awarded to RUSA by IMLS.  These guidelines and best practices will facilitate 
the provision of financial literacy education in libraries nationwide. A webinar to launch the 
guidelines was held September 25 to a sold-out crowd.  The webinar archive is available to the 
public under Free Webinars -- Financial Literacy Education/Guidelines Project.  
 
ALA Task Force on Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
 
The ALA Task Force on Equity Diversity and Inclusion has been working busily toward 
developing plans for how the Association and the profession can be more inclusive.  The Task 
Force is currently working on definitions of equity, diversity and inclusion to frame its work, and 
is seeking input.  To that end, the definitions are included in a public post in the Task Force’s 
space on ALA Connect, and contacting the Task Force members  with questions or concerns is 
welcome 

 
 

ALA OFFICES 
 
Office for Diversity  
(OFD)  
 
2014-2015 Diversity Research Grant Recipients Announced 
 
Following are the recipients and projects for the 2014-2015 Diversity Research Grants cycle:   

• Dr. Shannon M. Oltmann, Assistant Professor in the School of Library & Information 
Science, within the College of Communication & Information at the University of 
Kentucky.  Dr. Oltmann’s project “In-depth investigation of LGBT collections in school 
media centers” will take a qualitative approach to examining how the inclusion of LGBT-
themed materials in school library media center collections may be related to anti-
bullying campaigns. 

• Dr. Amy VanScoy, Assistant Professor, School of Information & Library Studies, 
University at Buffalo and Kawanna Bright, doctoral student at the University of Denver 
and former head of Information and Research Services, Florida International University 
Libraries.  Their project, “Including the Voice of Librarians of Color in Reference and 
Information Service Research,” will examine the behavioral aspects of reference and 
information service (RIS) among professionals representing diverse racial/ethnic groups. 

• Dr. Michelle Abate, Associate Professor of Literature for Children and Young Adults, The 
Ohio State University and Sarah Lightner, doctoral candidate in reading and literacy in 
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early and middle childhood at The Ohio State University.  Their research work on the 
project “Development of Texts that Mediate and Facilitate Diversity in Adolescent 
Classrooms” will form the basis for creating “refereeing texts” for use in the adolescent 
classroom to help serve as a reference point in classroom conversations around difficult 
topics such as race, gender and sexuality.  
 
. 

 
ALA Task Force on Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
 
(See highlights section). 
 
Office for Government Relations  
(OGR) 
 
ALA Calls on Dept. of Education to Include Public Libraries in Early Learning Intervention Model 
 
In October, ALA urged the Department of Education in a letter to include public libraries as early 
learning partners in the Proposed Requirements for School Improvement Grants.  The 
Association specifically asked that the Department of Education include public libraries as 
eligible entities and allowable partners under the new intervention model that focuses on 
improving early learning educational outcomes.  The ALA Office of Government Relations and 
ALSC collaborated on the letter sent to the Department of Education. 
 
ALA Urges Executive Branch Revisers of National Innovation Strategy to “Think Libraries” 
 
In September, OGR filed written comments with the White House’s Office of Science and 
Technology Policy in response to a published Notice of Request for Information regarding 
updating the nation’s “Innovation Strategy,” due to be revised by the Executive Branch next 
year.  The comments filed exhorted policymakers to “think libraries” as they assess many of the 
more than two dozen specific questions posed by the notice implicating intellectual property, 
education, workforce retraining, employment and other national challenges that libraries can 
play a significant role in addressing.  By arrangement with senior White House staff, the 
Washington Office will submit more detailed information in support of the Comments. 
 
ALA Makes Formal “Intervention” before Administration Officials from Departments of Defense, 
Justice and State Regarding Privacy as Fundamental Human Right 
 
In late September and mid-October, ALA both submitted written comments to and appeared 
before senior officials of the Departments of Defense, Justice and State preparing to participate 
in the United Nations’ spring 2015 Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of member nations’ 
performance on human rights issues of many kinds.  The comments and oral presentation 
underscored libraries’ and ALA’s longstanding commitment to the confidentiality of library 
records and personal privacy, as well as to transparency in government.  While any interested 
person or group could submit written comments, ALA was among a small number selected to 
personally address the government UPR participants in an open forum held at the State 
Department. 
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Media Interest in Washington 
 
In October, The Washington Post highlighted the library community’s advocacy and lobbying 
efforts to protect the public from government intrusion or censorship in the feature-length article 
“Librarians won’t stay quiet about government surveillance.”  The piece included quotes from 
Carla Hayden, Emily Sheketoff and members of the Connecticut Four.  It appeared both online 
and prominently in the Sunday Business section of the print edition of the paper. 
 
Changes in the Washington Office 
 
In October, the ALA Washington Office reconfigured the Office of Government Relations and 
the Office for Information Technology Policy staff teams to better advance ALA’s advocacy and 
information policy work, and to continue to elevate and promote library issues to the nation’s 
legislative, executive and organizational decision makers.  Adam Eisgrau has returned to the 
organization to serve as Director of OGR and lobby directly on copyright, privacy and 
cybersecurity.  Jessica McGilvray, who has been serving ALA as a lobbyist for almost seven 
years, has been promoted to Deputy Director of OGR.  OGR also has hired a new Grassroots 
Communications Specialist who will also manage the Office’s social media presence as of mid-
November and is actively interviewing for an additional senior-level lobbyist who is anticipated to 
begin work well before the end of the calendar year.  In OITP, Larra Clark has been promoted to 
Deputy Director of OITP, and Marijke Visser has been promoted to Associate Director of OITP, 
where she will lead ALA efforts on E-rate and youth.   
 
ALA Hosts Webinars 
 
In October, ALA and Advocacy Guru Stephanie Vance collaborated to host “Making the Election 
Connection,” an interactive webinar that explored the ways that library advocates can legally 
engage during an election season, as well as what types of activities have the most impact.  
ALA has arranged a special webinar specifically for librarians about the changes to the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act and how libraries can access these new funds.  The 
webinar will take place October 27, 2014.  Check the District Dispatch 
(www.districtdispatch.org) for registration details. 
 
 
Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment  
(HRDR)  
 
HRDR Offers First Online Course 
 
The Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment (HRDR) is offering its first online 
course.  The course, Management of Technology is in the process of being approved to fulfill a 
core competency requirement for candidates in the ALA-APA’s Certified Public Library 
Administrator (CPLA) Program. The course began on October 13 and will last six weeks.  
 
Career Development Facilitator (CDF) Pilot Program Completed 
  
Denelle Eads of Charlotte, N.C.; Lateka Grays of Henderson, Nev.; Africa Hands of Louisville, 
Ky.; and Holly Okuhara of Ogden, Utah, supported by HRDR, all completed a pilot program of 
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career development facilitator training this month.  The program began with two days of face-to-
face training during the ALA 2014 Annual Conference in Las Vegas.  It continued for fourteen 
weeks in a virtual environment. The program concluded with participants each receiving a 
certificate of completion.  They are now prepared to assist job seekers with a variety of career 
and job search activities and will be volunteering in the ALA JobLIST Placement Center this 
year.    
  
2015 Scholarship Applications Now Open 
 
The 2015 ALA Scholarship application is now open for students who are studying in library 
science or school library media programs at the master's degree level.  Scholarships typically 
range from $1,500 to $7,000 per student, and the scholarship process is open through March 1, 
2015.  There are many types of scholarships available for the study of librarianship.  These 
include scholarships for students who are interested in Children's Librarianship, Youth 
Librarianship, Federal Librarianship, new media and Library Automation.  In addition, there are 
also scholarships available for individuals from diverse backgrounds, persons with disabilities 
and for people who are already employed in libraries.  For more information, visit the ALA 
Scholarship page or call the ALA Scholarship Clearinghouse at (800) 545-2433, ext. 4279. 
  
  
Office for Information Technology Policy  
(OITP) 
 
Net Neutrality Activities 
 
In mid-September, ALA and the Center for Democracy & Technology urged the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) in a letter to adopt strong, enforceable net neutrality rules 
essential to preserving freedom of speech, educational achievement and economic growth 
online.  In October, John Windhausen, telecommunications counsel to ALA, represented 
libraries and higher education institutions as a panelist for an Open Internet roundtable 
discussion hosted by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). 
 
Adobe Responds to ALA on Egregious Data Breach 
 
ALA decried the confirmed reader data breaches by Adobe and called for immediate corrective 
action to encrypt and protect reader information.  The plain text transmission of reader data over 
the internet that was first reported October 7, 2014, presumably stretches back as far as the 
release of Adobe Digital Editions (ADE) 4.0 in early September.  The ADE e-book reader 
application is used by thousands of libraries and many tens of thousands of e-book readers 
around the globe. 
 
ALA Launches Educational 3D Printing Policy Campaign 
 
In September, ALA announced the launch of “Progress in the Making,” a new educational 
campaign that will explore the public policy opportunities and challenges of 3D printer adoption 
by libraries.  Over the coming months, ALA will release a white paper and a series of tip sheets 
that will help the library community better understand and adapt to the growth of 3D printers, 
with a focus on information policy considerations. 
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ALA Welcomes Forward Movement on E-Rate Modernization 
 
In September, ALA submitted comments to the FCC on the Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking on the E-rate Order.  ALA called on the FCC to address the fiber gap facing the 
majority of the nation’s 16,400 public libraries and the communities they serve.  Additionally, 
ALA President Courtney Young released a statement expressing gratitude for FCC Chairman 
Tom Wheeler’s remarks to close the fiber gap in rural areas of the country and enforce the 
lowest corresponding price for E-rate services. 
 
Chris Harris Appointed OITP Fellow for Youth and Technology Initiatives 
  
In September, OITP appointed Chris Harris to serve as a Fellow for the emerging OITP program 
on Children and Youth Initiatives.  Chris is in on the ground floor as OITP develops its new 
program and will be integral in shaping it as well as helping to coordinate with ALA’s youth 
divisions, the American Association for School Librarians, the Association for Library Service to 
Children, and the Young Adult Library Services Association. 
 
 
Office for Intellectual Freedom  
(OIF)  
 
Banned Books Week 2014 
 
(See highlights section) 
 
Banned Books Week Readout Booth in San Francisco 
 
SAGE Publishers are so pleased with the outcome of the Banned Books Week Readout Booth 
at ALA/Las Vegas that they are funding a bigger and better one for the 2015 Annual Conference 
in San Francisco.  Further, they are so pleased with the Banned Books Week webinar (including 
U.S. Representative Linda Sanchez (California) that they will fund a world-wide webinar for 
Banned Books Week 2015.   
 
Programs from FTRF’s Judith F. Krug Memorial Fund Grantees 
 
The seven organizations that received grants from FTRF’s Judith F. Krug Memorial Fund put 
together a wide variety of inventive, provocative programs during Banned Books Week.  Among 
those was an online quiz by Columbus State Community College that received over 300,000 
shares during the week.  A wrap-up event will take place on Wednesday, October 22, from 
Noon-1:00 p.m. (Eastern). 
 
Awareness of OIF’s Availability Leads to Increase in Inquiries 
 
This fall, OIF has seen an increase in the number of calls and emails from librarians and 
teachers looking for support and guidance—sometimes as many as 1-2 inquiries a day. There 
were three different challenges to the graphic novel, Persepolis, at one time.  Requests for radio 

 7 

http://www.youtube.com/BannedBooksWeek


and print interviews have also increased.  OIF staff don’t think the number of challenges has 
increased, but rather that awareness of OIF’s availability has risen.  
 
New Assistant Director 
 
In Early September, OIF welcomed Kristin Pekoll as the new Assistant Director. Formally, a YA 
librarian, she experienced a challenge to over 80 books in the public library of West Bend, Wis.  
 
FTRF Is Plaintiff in a Suit (Antigone Books v. Horne) against Arizona H.B. 2515 
 
The Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF) is a plaintiff in a suit (Antigone Books v. Horne) 
against Arizona H.B. 2515, which makes it a felony to “intentionally disclose, display, distribute, 
publish, advertise, or offer a photograph, videotape, film or digital recording of another person in 
a state of nudity or engaged in specific sexual activities if the person knows or should have 
known that the depicted person has not consented to the disclosure.”  While the law claims to 
target the unconscionable “revenge porn,” it goes far beyond addressing that phenomenon, and 
in fact endangers the rights of librarians and others to collect, display, lend and sell non-
obscene, constitutionally protected material that is historic, educational, artistic, and/or 
newsworthy in nature.  Media Coalition has created a Q&A explaining the case and discussing 
the reasons for the lawsuit and the law’s problematic reach. 
 
 
Office for Library Advocacy  
(OLA)  
 
“School Libraries Make the Difference,” a New Addition to I Love Libraries 
 
(See highlights section) 
 
 
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services  
(OLOS)  
 
The American Dream Starts @ your library 
 
The Dollar General Literacy Foundation (DGLF) has renewed its commitment to The American 
Dream Starts @ your library® grant initiative by awarding a $327,512 grant to expand and 
enhance literacy services and resources for English language learners.  Libraries are now 
applying for grants ranging from $5,000 to $15,000 to support their adult literacy efforts, 
including classes, tutor training, expanding collections, purchasing technology or improving 
public awareness.  This initiative has provided funding to over 100 public libraries across the 
United States since its inception in 2008.  To be eligible for funding, the applicant institution 
must be a public library, or a public library with a bookmobile providing literacy services for adult 
English language learners, and must be within 20 miles of a Dollar General store, distribution 
center or corporate office.  Fourth round recipients will be notified in November.  
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Literacy Resource Center 
 
After meetings with a few of the ALA Division heads in September to hear first-hand about their 
important literacy work, the launching of ala.org/literacy is in process.  This page will serve as a 
clearinghouse for the literacy services, resources, and initiatives in action across the 
Association and will facilitate access to this information for our members and the public at large. 
Ultimately, ala.org/literacy will be a step toward positioning ALA and libraries as premier literacy 
partners. 
 
Adult Literacy through Libraries  
 
OLOS has been working closely with partners at ProLiteracy to advance the Adult Literacy 
through Libraries (ALL) Action Agenda, released in early 2014, as a product of work funded by 
IMLS and led by OLOS, ProLiteracy, and the Onondaga County Public Library.  The Action 
Agenda is a series of recommendations, organized into priority areas with specific outcomes 
and concrete action steps, to assist libraries in providing literacy and basic skills services to 
adult learners.  OLOS and ProLiteracy are planning a News You Can Use session at Midwinter 
to highlight the Action Agenda and its recommendations. 
 
Ardmore Literacy Initiative 
 
The Ardmore Literacy Initiative, funded by Dollar General Literacy Foundation, is thriving.  The 
Ardmore Public Library, ALA’s local partner in the initiative, has hired a literacy coordinator, and 
held the grand opening of its technology lab in July.  The local partners have formed the 
Ardmore Literacy Leaders (A.L.L.), a coalition of local literacy partners, and have elected 
officers, created bylaws, and applied for non-profit status as a 501c3 organization.  These steps 
are helping to ensure that the goal of sustainability for literacy services in the Ardmore 
community as envisioned by Dollar General will be attained.  OLOS is planning a return visit to 
the Ardmore Public Library in early November to get a first-hand look at the work being done to 
provide digital literacy classes, and partner with the other Ardmore literacy organizations. 
 
 
Office for Research and Statistics  
(ORS)  

Public Libraries Have Until November 22 to Complete the Digital Inclusion Survey.  

The American Library Association (ALA) Office for Research & Statistics and the University of 
Maryland Information Policy & Access Center (iPAC) continue to capture information about the 
vital roles public libraries play in supporting digital inclusion.  Now in its second year, the Digital 
Inclusion Survey is a survey of all public libraries in the country.  It assesses digital 
infrastructure and services that support workforce development, health and e-government.  The 
three-year study, titled Public Libraries as Providers of Digitally Inclusive Services and 
Resources: Transforming Communities, is funded by a National Leadership Grant award from 
the Institute for Museum & Library Services (IMLS).  The International City/County Management 
Association (ICMA) and the ALA Office for Information Technology Policy (OITP) serve as 
partners on the grant.  The ALA and iPAC are developing resources to enable easy use by 
public library leaders at the local, state and national levels – including new interactive mapping 

 9 

http://www.ala.org/offices/ors
http://ipac.umd.edu/
http://ipac.umd.edu/
http://www.imls.gov/
http://www.icma.org/
http://www.icma.org/
http://www.ala.org/oitp


tools, issues briefs, state reports, infographics and more.  Links to these tools and to the 2013 
Digital Inclusion Survey results, can be found at http://www.ala.org/research/digitalinclusion and 
http//digitalinclusion.umd.edu. 

The ORS Annual COSLA Survey is Open 

The survey collects information from the Chief Officers of the State Library Agencies (COSLA), 
asking for responses on public library funding, bandwidth needs, and more.  This valuable real-
time insight helps the American Library Association gauge changes in the environment from a 
state-level perspective.  The survey will be open through the month of November, and results 
should be available in January.  Contact Norman Rose <nrose@ala.org > for more information. 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Research/Impact Transition Strategy.  
 
The ad hoc Research/Impact Transition Strategy Working Group was formed to develop 
recommendations for the Gates Foundation on ways they can help strengthen the efforts of the 
library field in the areas of research and impact work over the next few years.  The report 
summarizes ideas generated by the working group formed out of the conversations surrounding 
research and impact in the public library arena during the Global Libraries Strategic Advisors 
Network meeting in July 2014.  The charge for this group was to think about how Global 
Libraries might help to leave the field strong in the area of research (including impact research), 
and what actions over the short term the foundation might take to enable critical transition 
activities to take place over the next two to three years. The report is a work in progress but 
reflects the communal thinking of this group, who have all committed to further engagement in 
this effort as appropriate.  Contact Kathy Rosa <krosa@ala.org> for more information about the 
group and the report. 
 
 
Public Information Office  
(PIO)  
 
Banned Books Week 
 
This year marked the 32nd year of the annual celebration of the freedom to read, which took 
place September 21-27, 2014.  PIO worked closely with the ALA’s Office for Intellectual 
Freedom (OIF) to secure media coverage with local, national and international media.  An op-ed 
piece by ALA President Courtney Young ran in The Huffington Post and interviews with OIF 
staff appeared in various media outlets including The Guardian (U.K.) and Publishers Weekly.  
Banned Books Week articles also appeared on news websites such as TIME magazine and 
Entertainment Weekly.  Overall efforts resulted in more than 1,600 media mentions and a 
circulation rate of more than 47 billion.  Social Media hits during the week exceeded more than 
8,000 mentions per day. 
 
Library Card Sign-up Month 
 
(See highlights section). 
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Public Programs Office  
(PPO)  
 
Preparing for Bridging Cultures: Latino Americans 
 
PPO, in partnership with the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), is planning the 
launch of a multi-year initiative, Bridging Cultures: Latino Americans.  Using the six-part Latino 
Americans documentary produced by WETA (the public television and radio station in 
Washington, D.C.) as a programming cornerstone, the initiative will provide resources and 
funding for libraries, humanities councils and other sites to explore the culture and 500-plus-
year history of Latinos in the United States.  In September, PPO convened a conference call 
and planning meeting at the offices of the Illinois Humanities Council.  In attendance were 
scholars, librarians, oral historians, the documentary's filmmaker, and NEH and ALA staff.  A 
proposal for the implementation phase of the project, to begin February 1, 2015, was distributed 
for peer review last month and will be submitted to the NEH November Council.  If approved, 
PPO expects to announce the grant opportunities in February. 
 
PPO Open Applications 
 
PPO continues to accept applications for two traveling exhibitions and a school library award: 
 

• Shakespeare and His First Folio — part of the international events planned for 2016, the 
400th anniversary of William Shakespeare’s death — will bring a 1623 original edition of 
the playwright’s first published collection, along with six interpretive panels, to 53 sites—
one site in all 50 United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. The application deadline is October 24. 

• Exploring Human Origins seeks to engage audiences around the complex field of human 
evolution research in ways that are understandable, fulfilling, captivating and relevant. 
Nineteen public libraries will be selected to host the 40-panel exhibition for four weeks 
each, between April 2015 and April 2017.  Applications are due November 19. 

• The Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award for Exemplary Humanities 
Programming recognizes K-8 schools, both public and private, that conducted notable 
humanities programming during the last school year (2013-14).  The winning library will 
receive $5,000.  Nominations are due December 15.  Applicants and others are invited 
to view a webinar with last year’s winner. 

 
“Naming and Framing Public Issues” Webinars Underway 
 
PPO is working with ALA’s Center for Civic Life and the David Mathews Center for Civic Life to 
present a series of free webinars on “Naming and Framing Public Issues.”  Organized by former 
ALA president Nancy Kranich, lecturer at the Rutgers University School of Communication and 
Information and founder and convener of the ALA Center for Civic Life, the webinars are 
designed to help librarians lead their communities in dealing with challenging public issues.  The 
first webinar was offered October 14; a second will be held on December 3.  Registration is 
required.   
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ALA DIVISIONS 
 
 
American Association of School Librarians  
(AASL) 
 
New Resource for School Library Conversations 
 
A new digital magazine issue, featuring articles from prominent members of the 
profession, showcases the way school libraries and school librarians transform learning.  
“School Libraries Transform Learning,” an American Libraries digital supplement, produced in 
partnership with the American Association of School Librarians (AASL), is available 
electronically in ebook format and as a downloadable PDF. 
 
AASL Awards Showcase the Best in Transformative Teaching and Learning 
 
Applications for AASL’s 2015 awards season are now available using AASL’s online awards 
application.  AASL members are encouraged to nominate a colleague or themselves to be 
lauded for their outstanding talent and dedication to the profession as part of this prestigious 
program.  AASL awards and grants recognize excellence and showcase best practices in the 
school library field in categories that include collaboration, leadership and innovation. 
 
Six Programs Commended for Support of School Libraries 
 
Moving on recommendations made by its Affiliate Assembly, the American Association of 
School Librarians (AASL) formally commended six programs based on the programs’ support of 
the school librarian profession.  To be considered, programs must align with AASL’s learning 
standards and program guidelines as well as the principles expressed in the AASL mission and 
value statements.  More information regarding the Commendation process and recipients can 
be found on the AASL website.  
 
AASL Invites Members to Share the Wealth – and Win! 
 
Members of AASL are invited to “share the wealth” of AASL membership – and win!  With each 
new member recruited, the referring AASL member will earn an entry into a monthly prize 
drawing as well as an entry into the final grand prize drawing worth an estimated $1,500. 
Amanda McCoy’s name was drawn as the September winner.   
 
AASL Member Elissa Malespina Receives 2014 School Librarian Bammy Award 
 
AASL member Elissa Malespina was named the 2014 Bammy Award recipient in the school 
librarian category.  Presented by the Academy of Education Arts and Sciences International, the 
Bammy award is a cross-discipline award recognizing the contributions of educators from 
across the education field.  Malespina was presented with her award by Sylvia Knight Norton, 
AASL executive director, and Deven Black, the 2013 award recipient.  The award was 
presented during a red-carpet event on September 26 in Washington D.C.  AASL members 
Laura Fleming, Jennifer LaGarde, Shannon Miller and Jonathan Werner joined Malespina as 
nominees for the award. 
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School Librarians Shine as Connected Educators in October 
 
This October 2014, the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) joins more than 300 
major education organizations in celebrating Connected Educator Month (CEM).  Originally 
developed by the U.S. Department of Education in 2012, CEM offers diverse and engaging 
activities to educators at all levels, with the ultimate goal of sparking collaboration and 
innovation.  AASL has been a participating partner in the CEM initiative since its inception. 
 
 
Association of College and Research Libraries  
(ACRL) 
 
ACRL 2015 Preconferences, Keynote Contest 
 
Registration is now available for preconferences to be held prior to the ACRL 2015 Conference, 
“Creating Sustainable Community,” in Portland, Ore.  ACRL is offering six preconferences on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2015; separate registration is required.  Preconference topics include 
leadership, creating sustainable library instruction, assessment, data management, and more. 
Complete details on ACRL 2015 preconferences, including learning outcomes and registration 
materials, are available on the conference website.  ACRL is also holding a video contest to 
introduce keynote speakers at the conference.  Complete details, including full contest rules and 
details on how to enter, are available on the ACRL 2015 website.  The deadline for entries is 
11:59 p.m. (Central) on November 21, 2014. 
 
2015 ACRL Award Nominations 
 
This year marks the 75th Anniversary of ACRL, an achievement made possible by the efforts of 
its leaders and members serving the higher education community.  As ACRL celebrates its 
milestone of commitment to advancing learning and transforming scholarship, it also continues 
to celebrate the achievements of outstanding academic and research librarians.  Made possible 
by generous corporate support totaling nearly $35,000, the annual presentation of ACRL’s 
prestigious awards, grants and fellowships enables ACRL to honor the very best in academic 
librarianship.  ACRL urges members to nominate colleagues whose work has influenced their 
thinking and growth as an academic librarian, and whose contributions merit recognition by the 
profession.  Nominations and supporting materials for most awards must be submitted by 
December 5, 2014.  Complete information, including submission procedures, past winners, 
criteria and contact information, is available in the awards section of the ACRL website 
 
ACRL 2015 Scholarships, Kick Start the Future Campaign 
 
ACRL is offering approximately 175 scholarships worth more than $110,000 for the ACRL 2015 
Conference, to be held March 25 – 28, 2015, in Portland, Ore.  ACRL typically funds about 100 
conference scholarships and this year initiated a new “Kick Start the Future” campaign in honor 
of the association’s 75th Anniversary that seeks to raise the $50,000 needed to fund the 75 
additional scholarships.  Information on donating to the campaign is available on the ACRL 75th 
Anniversary website.  The deadline to apply for ACLR 2015 scholarships in six categories is 
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November 7, 2014.  Complete details, including requirements for all categories and application 
information, is available in the scholarships section of the conference website. 
 
ACRL 75th Anniversary Time Capsule 
 
This is your invitation to suggest items to be placed in the ACRL 75th anniversary time capsule. 
The best items to put into a time capsule are things that are reminiscent of a specific time.  
Items can also recall a particular event.  The business of predicting the future is a tricky one.  
But it's almost as difficult to imagine what life was like in the past.  Anything that captures the 
spirit of the present is a candidate.  What is unique about ACRL?  We need a mix of items from 
the sublime to the trivial related to ACRL.  The ACRL 75th Anniversary time capsule and 
contents will be exhibited at ACRL 2015 and a dedication ceremony will take place at the 2015 
ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco.  Complete details are available on the ACRL Insider 
blog. 
 
Immersion ’15 Program Applications 
 
ACRL is accepting applications for its Information Literacy Immersion ’15 Program.  The ACRL 
Immersion Programs provide instruction librarians the opportunity to work intensively on all 
aspects of information literacy.  Registration materials are now available for the Immersion 
Management Track: Practical Management for the Instruction Coordinator, to be held in 
conjunction with the ACRL 2015 Conference on March 25, 2015, in Portland, Ore.  The 
registration deadline is Feb. 6, 2015.  Applications are also being accepted for Immersion ‘15 
Teacher and Program tracks to be held August 2-7, 2015, at Seattle University.  Acceptance to 
Immersion ’15 is competitive to ensure an environment that fosters group interaction and active 
participation.  Applications are due December 5, 2014.  Complete details on all Immersion 
Program tracks are available on the ACRL website. 
 
Updated Version of ACRL Scholarly Communication Toolkit Released 
 
ACRL has released a new version of its popular Scholarly Communication Toolkit with updated 
content.  The toolkit, developed and maintained by the ACRL Research and Scholarly 
Environment Committee, continues to provide content and context on a broad range of scholarly 
communication topics, including expanded information on data management.  It provides links 
to examples of specific tools, including handouts, presentations, and videos for libraries to use 
on their own campuses, and for library school students seeking to incorporate these issues into 
their course work.  The Toolkit is also widely used by libraries in conjunction with Open Access 
Week, an annual global event promoting open models of scholarly communication, that will 
occur from October 20-24, 2014.  The ACRL Scholarly Communication Toolkit is freely available 
online. 
 
Scholarly Communication Road Show Call 
 
To help empower the academic community in accelerating the transformation of the scholarly 
communication system, ACRL is once again taking its popular “Scholarly Communications: 
From Understanding to Engagement” workshop on the road to five locations in 2015.  The day-
long workshop is led by two expert presenters at locations across the country, and the content is 
updated annually to meet the evolving needs of the community.  The program continues its 
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cost-sharing model as ACRL is committed to underwriting the bulk of the expense for delivering 
the road show; the cost for successful host institutions is $2,000.  The application to host is now 
available.  Apply by Tuesday, November 11, 2014, at 5 p.m. (Central).  Find out more on the 
program website. 
 
Mark Shelton Named C&RL Book Review Editor 
 
Mark Shelton of Harvard University has been appointed to the post of Book Review Editor of 
College & Research Libraries (C&RL), the scholarly research journal of ACRL.  Shelton will 
serve a three-year term as Book Review Editor beginning immediately.  Currently head of 
collection development at Harvard’s Gutman Library, Shelton brings more than 17 years of 
academic library leadership experience to the position, including extensive knowledge of 
collection development, acquisitions and licensing.  Shelton has written numerous book reviews 
for C&RL and Collection Building, in addition to serving as a library advisory board member for a 
variety of publishers. 
 
Applications/Nominations Invited for C&RL Editor 
 
Applications and nominations are invited for the position of editor of College & Research 
Libraries (C&RL), the scholarly research journal of ACRL.  The association seeks an innovative, 
experienced candidate to lead its top-tier, open access journal with an eye to the future of 
scholarly publishing.  The editor is appointed for a three-year term, which may be renewed for 
an additional three years.  The incoming editor will serve as Editor-Designate for one year 
before assuming full responsibility for C&RL in July 2016.  Complete information, including 
detailed qualifications and application information, are available on the ACRL Insider blog.  The 
deadline for receipt of applications is October 31, 2014. 
 
e-Learning Update 
 
ACRL’s e-Learning program offered one live webcast and one multi-week course during this 
report period.  51 individuals and 10 groups participated in these e-Learning events on the  
topics Google search alternatives and online tutorials.  Upcoming online seminars and webcast 
topics include preparing for accreditation, data management plans, and research strategies.  
Full details and registration information are available on the ACRL website.  
 
 
Association for Library Collections & Technical Services  
(ALCTS) 
 
ALCTS Offers “Collection Development Strategies in an Evolving Marketplace” for Midwinter  
 
The Association for Library Collections and Technical Services (ALCTS) presents “Collection 
Development Strategies in an Evolving Marketplace,” a Midwinter Symposium.  Join colleagues 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday, January 30, 2015 at the Midwinter Meeting in Chicago.  This 
symposium will explore strategies for selecting, acquiring and budgeting for new materials such 
as streaming media, unbundled content, and institutional open access models.  Presenters will 
address front line issues such as how to maximize resources to support user needs, how to 
manage unknown elements of these new models, and how to market and build the library’s 
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profile; they will also explore long term effects on collections and how traditional collection 
development may be changing.  Confirmed speakers include:  Steve Bosch, Kathi Fountain, 
Michael Levine-Clark, Rick Anderson, Christina Mune, Steve Oberg.  Other speakers to be 
named.  Registration is through the ALA Midwinter site. 
 
Fundamentals of Cataloging 
 
Beginning October 6, ALCTS debuted  a new "Fundamentals" Web course.  "Fundamentals of 
Cataloging" is a six-week online course that is a basic primer for library cataloging concepts and 
practices.  The course was written and developed by Vicki Sipe, Catalog Librarian, University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County.  It covers:  principles underlying cataloging practice; examples 
illustrating the principles in practice; tools used in cataloging practice such as AACR2, RDA, 
Library of Congress Subject Headings, Library of Congress Classification, MARC, OCLC, 
BIBFRAME; processes used by catalogers in creating bibliographic records. 
 
ALCTS Forum at Midwinter Discusses Library Publishing 
 
The ALCTS Forum at the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Chicago focuses on “Libraries as 
Publishers: Next Steps in Self-Publishing?”  The Forum takes place on Monday, February 2 at 
10:30 a.m.  What is library publishing? And more specifically, how can it work for your library 
and your patrons? Come hear experts from public and academic libraries speak about their new 
and up-and-running library publishing programs.  Learn innovative ways that libraries are 
supporting self-publishing both as a community service and as part of the library’s mission and 
how libraries are taking steps to ensuring good quality products along the way. 
 
 
Association for Library Service to Children   
(ALSC) 
 
ALSC Professional Award Applications  
 
ALSC is now taking applications and nominations for the Professional Awards and Grants.  
Each year ALSC gives away over $100k in awards, grants, and scholarships to its members. 
Applications and nominations are open for ALSC’s Distinguished Service Award, the 
ALSC/Baker & Taylor Summer Reading Program Grant, the Light the Way Grant, the Maureen 
Hayes Author/Illustrator Award, and Louise Seaman Bechtel Fellowship. 
 
ALSC President and Executive Director Attend 2014 Chinese Library Annual Conference  
 
Ellen Riordan, ALSC President and Aimee Strittmatter, ALSC Executive Director attended the 
2014 Chinese Library Annual Conference in Beijing.  This event was hosted by the National 
Library of China and the Library Society of China.  Riordan and Strittmatter toured the National 
Library and Capital Library, along with some small bookstores on October 7 and 8; presented 
two sessions: The Caldecott Medal and an Overview of ALSC on Friday, October 10.  They 
participated in a forum with children’s book publishers, librarians, and reading specialists on 
October 11. 
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ALSC Vice President/President-Elect Goes to the Philippines 
 
Earlier this month, Andrew Medlar, ALSC Vice President/President-Elect attended the 2014 
International Conference of Children's Librarianship in Tagaytay City, the Philippines.  This 
event was hosted by the National Library of the Philippines.  On Monday, October 13, Medlar 
gave a presentation entitled "Envisioning a 21st Century Children's Library."  The presentation 
included information crowdsourced from ALSC members via the ALSC Blog.  In a September 1, 
2014 blog post, Medlar asked members to share information about how libraries are vital to all 
children and the communities that support them. 
 
Personal Membership in ALSC up by 2.5% 
 
In August 2014, ALSC finished with approximately 2.5% more personal members than at the 
same point in August 2013.  For the financial year (FY14), ALSC saw an increase of 6.2% more 
personal members over FY13.  The strongest areas for ALSC were in new members and 
renewals.  In FY14, ALSC attracted 11.9% more new members and renewed 2.9% more 
members than in FY13.  The division is now the fifth largest division of ALA.  
 
ALSC/LEGO Jr. Maker Space Project 
 
Libraries across the country have received donated LEGO Juniors block sets as part of the 
ALSC/LEGO Jr. Maker Space Project.  In all, 750 libraries, 15 per state, will receive these kits. 
ALSC and LEGO also teamed up to release a Jr. Maker Space Toolkit which is available to 
download for free through the ALSC website. 
 
Building STEAM with Día mini-grants 
 
ALSC is now accepting mini-grant applications from libraries interested in developing and 
implementing a Building STEAM with Día program.  Intended as an expansion of El día de los 
niños/El día de los libros (Día), the mini-grants will be awarded to libraries that demonstrate a 
need to better address the diverse backgrounds within their communities and exhibit the ability 
to develop and host culturally diverse and appropriate STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math) programs.  Awarded libraries will receive $1,500 for a program and 
a $500 travel striped to attend ALSC’s diversity forum at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Chicago. 
Grants are made possible through the Dollar General Literacy Foundation’s Everyone Reads @ 
your library grant. 
 
Letter on Proposed Requirements for School Improvement Grants (SIG)  
 
ALSC assisted the ALA Washington Office in encouraging the Department of Education in 
a letter (pdf)  to include public libraries as early learning partners in the Proposed Requirements 
for School Improvement Grants (SIG).  Specifically the Department of Education was asked to 
include public libraries as eligible entities and allowable partners under the new intervention 
model that focuses on improving early learning educational outcomes. 
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Great Websites for Kids 
 
ALSC added more sites to Great Websites for Kids, its online resource containing hundreds of 
links to exceptional websites for children.  Sites are reviewed and chosen for inclusion by 
ALSC's Great Websites for Kids Committee. 
 
CBC Kids - http://www.cbc.ca/kids/    
CBeebies - http://www.cbeebies.com/lat-am/   
Classics for Kids - http://www.classicsforkids.com/   
Kids in the House - http://kids.clerk.house.gov/   
Learn. Genetics - http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/   
Learn. Genetics en Español - http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/es/  
Nourish Interactive in Spanish - http://es.nourishinteractive.com/kids  
Sparky the Fire Dog – http://www.sparky.org/  
 
ALSC Offers New Webinar on Common Core 
 
Throughout September and October, ALSC hosted a webinar entitled, C is for Common Core 
and Collection Development with instructor Kristen Remenar.  This webinar breadks down the 
Common Core Standards in Reading and Writing to understand what the expectations are for 
elementary students and how librarians can support and enrich their learning.  Examples of 
titles and fun activities that align with Common Core will be given.  This webinar was offered 
four different times through the fall with the final offering taking place on October 28.  
 
Fall & Winter Online Education Courses 
 
ALSC is pleased to announce that a new course was offered this fall (and will be offered again 
in the winter) entitled Storytelling with Puppets.  This four week online course will give 
participants practical strategies for bringing stories to life with puppets, techniques for using 
puppets with various ages, tips for adapting folktales and picture books into puppet 
presentations, strategies for rehearsal, planning and development of puppet stories, and 
background on how puppet tales develop narrative skills and reading motivation from the 
audience.  In addition, ALSC again offered courses in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) Programs Made Easy (available for 1.2 CEU credits, and to be offered again in 
the winter) and Storytime Tools (available for 2 CEU credits). 
 
ALSC National Institute  
 
The ALSC National Institute, September 18 – 20, 2014, was a huge success, selling out 
registration with more than 350 participants.  According to the follow-up survey, the majority of 
participants found that their overall experience was positive.  Of all the special events and 
speaker programs taking place, participants most enjoyed the various author presentations 
featuring Steve Sheinkin, Pam Muñoz Ryan, Rita Williams-Garcia, Tim Federle, Gene Leun 
Yang, and Andrea Davis Pinkney. 
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National Institute Generous Sponsors 
 
The event would not have taken place without ALSC’s very generous sponsors: gold leve, 
sponsors donating more than $2,000 or an author’s appearance, include Little, Brown, and Co., 
Scholastic, Simon & Schuster, Harper Collins Children’s Books, Macmillan Publishing Group, 
Friends of ALSC, and LEGO DUPLO.  A silver level sponsor, donating more than $1,000, is 
Publishers Group West.  Bronze Level Sponsors, donating more than $500, include Association 
of Children’s Librarians of Northern California, Charlesbridge, Chronicle Books, Eerdmans 
Books for Young Readers, MerryMakers, Inc., Peachtree Publishers, and San Jose State 
University School of Information.  The 2016 ALSC National Institute will take place in September 
in Charlotte, N.C.  
 
 
Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies  
(ASCLA) 
 
Online Learning 
 
ASCLA is accepting online learning proposals for 2015. Current and archived offerings, 
including a new course: Going to Jail: How Juvenile Books Portray the Prison Experience, can 
be found on the ASCLA website. 
 
Seats Available for Tulip Time River Cruise 
 
There are still seats left for ASCLA’s next trip in April 2015.  Lucky travelers will discover the 
beauty and history of the Dutch and Belgian waterways in the spring at tulip time.  Review the 
itinerary and reserve a seat with a $25 deposit by October 31, 2014. 
  
ASCLA Interface Editor Selected 
 
ASCLA welcomes Christina Wray, Librarian, Indiana Institute on Disability, Bloomington, Ind.  
Christina has been selected for a two-year term for ASCLA’s online newsletter Interface, 
replacing Anne Abate who served as editor for 4 years.  
 
ASCLA Awards 
 
Each year, ASCLA offers five awards honoring professional achievement in the areas of work 
represented by its diverse membership, from projects for library services to people with 
disabilities to service to ASCLA.   
 
Library and Information Technology Association  
(LITA) 
 
LITA Forum in Albuquerque 
 
The LITA Forum is happening in a few weeks, from Wednesday, November 5 through Saturday, 
November 8.  This is a premiere annual event focused on technology in libraries.  The programs 
are strong, and the Forum recognizes the importance of networking at any face-to-face event.  
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The technologies that are in our libraries now and those technologies that are “out there” and 
will be adapted for libraries in the future are covered in the Forum programming.  Networking 
opportunities include a reception, on site and off site meals together, lengthy breaks, and an 
informal games night.  There are two preliminary workshops.  One teaches how to program in 
Python and the other addresses linked data use.    
 
 
Library Leadership and Management Association  
(LLAMA) 
 
LLAMA CE Update 
 
 “Planning to Transform Your Library,” was presented September 3.  This webinar included 
library service inquiry methods, models to develop a new library service plan, and a framework 
to analyze the library and the services offered.  LLAMA’s Measurement, Assessment and 
Evaluation Section (MAES) presented “What is Assessment?” on October 1.  A panel of 
assessment experts illustrated the difference between assessment and evaluation, and 
provided an extension of research conducted by Consuella Askew and Eileen Theodore-Shusta 
that appeared in Library Leadership & Management (November 2013). 
 
 
Public Library Association   
(PLA) 
 
PLA Institute at 2015 ALA Midwinter  
 
PLA is offering a thought-provoking Institute at the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting.  "Who We Are, 
What We Do, Why It Matters: Our Distinctive Purpose" will be presented by Valerie J. Gross, 
president and CEO, Howard County (Md.) Public Library from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on January 
30, 2015.  This interactive day will highlight how a growing number of libraries are repositioning 
themselves as a key component of the education enterprise, alongside schools, colleges, and 
universities.  Read the complete release. 
 
2015 PLA Service Awards and Grants 
 
Nine PLA service awards and grants highlight the best in public library service and honor those 
bringing innovation, creativity and dedication to public libraries.  Consider nominating yourself, a 
colleague, or your library today.  The 2015 nomination period is open through December 1, 
2014, at 11:59 p.m. (Central).  View the full list of awards online. 
 
PLA @  Gates Impact and Advocacy Work Group Meetings 
 
At the invitation of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, PLA Past-President Carolyn Anthony, 
PLA Executive Director Barb Macikas and Program Manager Mary Hirsh attended a joint 
meeting of the Gates Global Library (GL) Advocacy and Impact Working Groups, October 6-10 
in Bucharest, Romania.  At the meetings, grantees learned more about GL’s impact 
measurement processes and advocacy efforts and worked to strengthen relationships and 
collaboration.  For PLA, there is great potential for collaboration for sustainable models for 
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impact measurement in the US and globally.  The Advocacy Work Group is committed to 
supporting the broad release of the revised Turning the Page curriculum, which will be made 
available for free to all libraries later this year. 
  

Reference and User Services Association  
(RUSA) 
 
Financial Literacy Education Guidelines and Best Practices in Libraries 
 
(See highlights section). 
 
Free Webinar from Smart Investing @Your Library 
 
The FINRA Foundation, supporter of the Smart Investing @Your Library program and serving 
on the advisory team to the SPARKS! Grant, offered a free webinar on October 9 for librarians 
offering financial literacy education services and programs.  Content included sharing popular, 
well tested program models, identifying the elements of successful financial literacy programs, 
and how to reach all ages.  View the webinar.  
 
Online Learning 
 
RUSA has new and continuing online courses and webinars, including two of our newest 
offerings: Introduction to Economic Data on the Web and Reaching Every Patron.   
 
RUSA Student Sponsorships 
 
Thanks to generous donations from division members, RUSA is currently offering a free one-
year RUSA sponsored student membership to ALA students.  This is a $25 value.  Interested 
donors may find more information about how to donate on the RUSA website.  Learn how to 
apply for a free RUSA Sponsored Student Membership - Scroll down to How to Become a 
Sponsored RUSA Student Member.  
 
Book Annotations Webinar 
 
NoveList is sponsoring a new webinar, Book Annotations: Short and Snappy Made Easy, on the 
whys and hows of writing annotations and how to turn drab summaries into circulation-driving 
annotations.  Instructors include several members of the NoveList staff who have been writing 
annotations for years.   
 
 
United for Libraries: the Association for Library Trustees & Advocates  
(UNITED) 
 
New Strategic Planning Process 
 
The United for Libraries Board will be engaging in a new strategic planning process.  The five 
year plan, designed when the FOLUSA and ALTA merged, is now expiring.  The board will be 
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looking to align its plan with the overall ALA plan and include an emphasis on membership and 
outreach to increase engagement by Friends groups and Trustees. 
 
New Award for Those Outside the “Library Family” 
 
United for Libraries has established a new award for those outside the “library family” who have 
made significant contributions to libraries.  The inaugural award, titled “Friend of Libraries USA” 
will be given to Seward Johnson, renowned sculpture and generous contributor to libraries.  Mr. 
Johnson’s sculpture is larger than life and is displayed in locations around the world.  The award 
will be presented in a day-long celebration in his “Grounds for Sculpture” garden.   
 
New Quarters for United for Libraries 
 
In an effort to reduce expenses and free more resources for mission-related work, United is 
looking outside of Center City Philadelphia for smaller and less expensive quarters.  The current 
lease expires at the end of 2014 and the plan is to sign a lease by December 1 and complete 
the move by the end of the year. 
 
 
Young Adult Library Services Association  
(YALSA) 
 
2015 Summer Reading/Learning Program Grants 
 
Between now and January 1, 2015, libraries can apply for two types of grants to enhance 
summer reading/learning programs.  Twenty $1,000 grants will be distributed to assist libraries 
in need with updating their teen reading collections, and another twenty $1,000 grants will be 
distributed to support libraries’ hiring of teen summer interns.  Funding is generously provided 
by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. 
  
Apply to Receive a Free 3D Printer 
 
3D Systems will provide new 3D printers to libraries via an application process.  Organizations 
are expected to join a new MakerLab Club and provide access to 3D printing and design 
programs and services for their communities.  Apply via an online application now until 
November 17, 2014.  Printers will be allocated on a competitive basis.  Museums, school 
libraries and public libraries are eligible to apply.   
  
Program & Paper Proposals for YALSA’s YA Services Symposium 
 
Now through December 1, 2014, YALSA is seeking proposals for its 2015 Young Adult Services 
Symposium, “Bringing it All Together: Connecting Libraries, Teens & Communities,” to be held 
November 6-8, 2015, in Portland, Ore.  The Symposium will gather together librarians,     
educators, researchers, young adult authors and other teen advocates to discuss the role of 
libraries in connecting teens to their community and beyond.  Information about the symposium 
and submitting a proposal can be found on the YALSA website.   
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Multiple Literacies Resources 
 
Literacy in the 21st century is about more than being able to read a book.  A YALSA taskforce is 
compiling a set of resources to help library workers ensure that the teens in their communities 
have the critical and digital literacy skills they need to be successful in the 21st century.  
Individuals are encouraged to add links to resources, tips and information on the taskforce’s wiki 
page.   
 
Upcoming YALSA Activities & Events http://yalitsymposium12.ning.com/ 
 
November 1, MAE Collection Development Grant deadline 
Week of November 3, 2015 Teen Tech Week™ goes live  
November 14 - 16, YA Literature Symposium 
November 17, deadline to apply for 3D printer giveaway, 
November 20, webinar “YA Resources for Library Administrators”  
December 1, deadline to submit a program or paper proposal for 2015 YA Services Symposium 
December 1, most of YALSA’s grants, awards, and scholarship applications due 
Week of December 1: finalists announced for the Morris and Nonfiction awards 
December 18, webinar “It’s Fun to Partner with the YMCA”   
  
For more events and information, visit YALSA’s wiki page  
 
 

ALA PUBLISHING 
 
 
A Global View, American Libraries International Digital Supplement 
 
A Global View, American Libraries international digital supplement, was released in late 
September.  Organized by guest editor Michael Dowling, it covers the many benefits of ALA to 
the international community, as well as feature articles on the 2014 International Federation of 
Library Associations (IFLA) conference in Lyon, France, the campaign for the world’s libraries, 
digital librarianship in Costa Rica, the sister libraries program, International Gaming Day and 
more. 
 
School Libraries Transform Learning, American Libraries School Library Digital Supplement 
 
School Libraries Transform Learning, American Libraries school library digital supplement, was 
released in early October.  Produced in partnership with AASL, the supplement features stories 
on advocacy, how school librarians give kids the best chance to succeed, and quotes from 
famous authors about the importance of school libraries.  
 
Relaunch of AL Direct 
 
(See highlights section) 
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The Booklist Reader Launches 
 
Booklist was thrilled to launch The Booklist Reader in September. This new single site now 
houses the popular Booklist Online blogs: Likely Stories, Book Group Buzz, Bookends, 
Audiobooker and Shelf Renewal.  Now all of the blogs’ rich content will be easily available to 
readers and subscribers at a single url.  This provides ample opportunity for discovery and 
exploration as visitors find content that can both assist them with their professional work and  
also engage their personal reading interests.  The full archive of the five individual blogs’ 
content is available at The Booklist Reader, and posts will be grouped and categorized by blog 
name so dedicated blog readers can continue to follow their favorite authors and weekly themed 
posts. 
 
Booklist Selected as a Sponsoring Partner for October National Reading Group Month (NRGM) 
 
Booklist has also once again been selected as a sponsoring partner for the Women’s National 
Book Association’s October National Reading Group Month (NRGM), including the special 
Great Group Reads initiative that highlights selected titles.  Content from the Book Group Buzz 
section of The Booklist Reader is an excellent resource for book group leaders as posts offer 
reading suggestions, as well as tips and techniques on moderating a book club. 
booklistonline.com  
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