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Report to Council and Executive Board  
 

April 13, 2012 
 

Keith Michael Fiels 
Executive Director 

 
 

Highlights 
 

National Library Week 

Author Brad Meltzer is serving as the Honorary Chair of National Library Week 2012 (April 8-
14).  A full page print National Library Week public service announcement (PSA) featuring 
Meltzer, who is also the host of the History Channel’s “Decoded,” has appeared in TIME 
magazine and in other publications with national reach.  The total circulation for the publications 
is 5.4 million, and the donated ad value is more than $400,000.  Electronic banner ads will also 
appear on TIME magazine’s website during National Library Week (250,000 impressions).  
Electronic ads will appear on other media websites, as well, through a PSA donation from a 
D.C.-based ad network, which works with non-profits. 

State of America's Libraries Report Issued 

The Public Information Office released the State of America's Libraries Report this week as part 
of National Library Week.  The report announces the Top Ten List of Most Frequently 
Challenged Books of 2011, covers the rapid growth of interest in ebooks, the controversy with 
some publishers, and budget cuts in libraries. The report is available at: 
http://www.ala.org/news/mediapresscenter/americaslibraries/soal2012 . 

National Library Legislative Day April 23-24, 2012 
 
The ALA’s Office of Government Relations staff and fellow colleagues and friends of libraries 
will host the 2012 National Library Legislative Day on April 23 and 24 in Washington, DC.  Each 
year hundreds of library supporters travel to D.C. where they receive training and briefings to 
prepare for meetings with their members of Congress. For additional information and to register 
for this year's event please visit www.ala.org/nlld . 
 
AASL Invites Communities to “Belong” During School Library Month 
 
Recognizing school libraries as the centers of the school community where learning, research 
and collaboration happen and technologies and information resources are available 24/7, the 
American Association of School Librarians (AASL) invites all to celebrate School Library Month 
(SLM) during the month of April.  The 2012 theme, You belong @ your library®, will highlight the 
role strong school libraries play in a student’s educational career.  During School Library Month, 
school librarians are encouraged to create activities to help their schools and local communities 
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celebrate and will find continuously updated resources and information by visiting the SLM web 
pages regularly.  Other announcements are forthcoming, such as an exciting new professional 
development archive for AASL members, how to participate in Virtual Library Legislative Day, 
and winners of AASL awards.  AASL members will also receive periodic emails as the month 
progresses, updating them on these events and resources.  More information and resources 
can be found at www.ala.org/aasl/slm.  For more news about School Library Month, see the 
AASL section of this report. 
 
Celebrate Preservation Week with ALCTS, April 22-28 
 
From April 22-28, libraries across America will celebrate Preservation Week @ your library. 
Themed "Pass it on," participating libraries will help connect library users with preservation 
tools; promote the importance of preservation; and will strive to enhance knowledge of 
preservation issues among the general public.  During the week, libraries will focus on 
preservation themes including: Monday, LP (vinyl) records; Tuesday, quilts; Wednesday, comic 
books; Thursday, slides; Friday, digital photos; and Saturday, family letters.  Go to:  
www.ala.org/preservationweek  for more information.  New York Times best-selling author 
Steve Berry has been named the first national spokesperson for Preservation Week.  Berry is 
the author of nine novels, including his most recent book, “The Jefferson Key,” the seventh in 
the Cotton Malone series.  Berry recorded public service announcements for Preservation 
Week:  http://www.ala.org/news/mediapresscenter/presskits/pwpsas  Preservation Week 
posters and bookmarks are now available in the ALA Store: 
 http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=2823 
For more information about Preservation Week Activities, see the ALCTS section of this report. 
 
Día Expanded to Include Chinese and Spanish Language Material 
 
Just published, the El día de los niños/El día de los libros (also known as Día) website now 
features information translated into Chinese.  A brochure featuring an updated book list, as well 
as tips for parents, is available in a pdf format, and portions of the website have also been 
translated into Chinese.  Also, both the brochure and portions of the website have been 
translated into Spanish.   Celebrated annually on April 30, and practiced throughout the year, 
Día connects children to books, languages and cultures. 
 
Top Ten Most Frequently Challenged Books List 
 
The Office for Intellectual Freedom released the top ten most frequently challenged books list of 
2011 as part of the State of America’s Library Report.  The list has garnered more than 19,000 
media hits and has been featured in Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Huffington Post, and 
the New York Times.  
 
Choose Privacy Week 2012 Observed May 1-7 
 
OIF is preparing for Choose Privacy Week 2012, to be held May 1-7, 2012.  OIF's observance 
will feature a new documentary on the impact of government surveillance on civil liberties, a 
webinar, and the release of a new survey on librarians' attitudes towards privacy.    
 
Value of Academic Libraries Podcasts 
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In February and March, ACRL released a series of podcasts featuring chief academic officers 
and librarians discussing ways to demonstrate library value on campus.  The podcasts were 
recorded during the IMLS-grant funded Value of Academic Libraries summits held in late 2011 
in Chicago.  The podcasts, along with complete details on ACRL Value of Academic Libraries 
initiatives, are available on the Value of Academic Libraries website.  
  
 LLAMA Awards Competitions See Huge Increase in Number of Entries 
 
Two of LLAMA’s highest profile awards had dramatic increases in the number of entries 
received.  The John Cotton Dana Public Relations award received a record breaking 108 entries 
from public, academic and other types of libraries of different sizes.  The ALA/IIDA Library 
Interior Design award received 117 entries from libraries throughout the world.  For more 
information on the awards, see the LLAMA section of this report. 
 
Teens’ Top Ten 
 
The nominees for the 2012 Teens’ Top Ten list will be available on YALSA’s website beginning 
April 12.  To learn more or to download a free toolkit, visit www.ala.org/teenstopten.  This is an 
easy summer reading activity for teens.  They can read the titles from April through August and 
then vote online for their favorites. 
 
 PLA 2012 Wrap Up 
 
The PLA 2012 Conference, March 13-17, in Philadelphia, was a great success with a final 
attendance of more than 8,700 library professionals, authors, and exhibitors. 

• Read the final press release here. 
• Get an inside look with photos on facebook: 

o Wednesday, March 14, Thursday, March 15, Friday, March 16, and Saturday, 
March 17 

• Hear from attendees on the PLA Blog. 
 

 
Neal-Schuman Publishers Now Operating Fully from ALA Chicago Offices 

The Neal-Schuman offices in New York closed in late March with operations now fully 
transferred to Chicago.  The Neal-Schuman website is still operational for purchasing products 
in that imprint, with orders being fulfilled from the Chicago distribution center. For more 
information on new releases from Neal-Schuman and ALA Editions, see the Publishing section 
of this report. 
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ALA OFFICES 
 

 
ALA Library and Knowledge Management 

Interns Aid Development of Information Resources 

For the past few months, in addition to responding to the usual array of inquiries from ALA staff, 
members, library staff and supporters around the world—some 400 inquiries a month—the ALA 
Library has been developing (or redeveloping) three web-based information resources.  The 
ALA Library has been aided in this work by several interns:  Elias Pera, from Northeastern 
Illinois University, now at Dominican GSLIS; Liz Humrickhouse, Dominican GSLIS; Margaret M. 
Dort, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign GSLIS; Anna Cho Walker, cellist, now at Ryerson 
and Burnham Libraries of the Art Institute of Chicago; Helen Davies, Loyola University of 
Chicago; and Kate Davies, University of Michigan Alternative Spring Break (ASB) student, with 
ALA from February 27 to March 2, 2012. 

Awards, Grants and Scholarships Database Redeveloped for Drupal 7 Platform 

This database, with additional information, (http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/) has been 
redeveloped for the same Drupal 7 platform shared by the rest of the ALA website.  Every 
attempt has been made to include every award offered at all levels of the Association.  Historical 
awards, insofar as possible, have also been included.  The database is both browsable and 
searchable, and links from each award lead to information on how to apply or nominate for the 
award and lists of past winners.   Responsibility for updates rests with the ALA Units, for the 
unit-sponsored awards. 

Transforming Libraries Portal 

This portal, “Transforming Libraries,” gathers research, initiatives, and news items from all areas 
of the Association in support of the newest strategic goal, managing the transformation of 
libraries, not just technologically, but also with regard to services to the communities that 
libraries serve.  Currently located at http://transforming.ala.org/, this portal will move to a “top 
level” position off the ALA Home page, just as soon as the migration is complete (anticipated 
within the month).  Watch for it at  www.ala.org/transforming. 

Libraries Matter Portal 

This portal combines the links to the talking points and research which advocates can use to 
make the case for libraries at every stage of youth development and education—the “Add It Up!” 
resource, developed by the Office for Library Advocacy—with similar material for libraries in 
general, plus the popular “Return on Investment” (ROI) bibliography.  The research is tagged by 
type of library, geographical area, and “impact”—economic, educational/literacy, or social.  
Currently located at http://librariesmatter.ala.org/, this portal will move to 
www.ala.org/research/libraryimpacts (again, when the migration is complete).  
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Office for Government Relations  
(OGR) 
 
Library Appropriations 
 
On March 20, 2012 two “Dear Colleague” letters were sent to the U.S. House Appropriations 
Committee.  One of these letters, sponsored by Representatives Raul Grijalva (D-AZ) and Rush 
Holt (D-NJ) and included 45 other signatures from Members of Congress, asked for the 
committee to fund LSTA at $184.7 million in FY 2013.  Likewise, another letter was sent to the 
House Appropriations Committee with 120 signatures and sponsored by Reps. James 
McGovern (D-MA), Don Young (R-AK), Holt and Grijalva.  This letter asked the committee to 
appropriate $28.6 million for Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL).  In similar action to the 
letters sent in the House, there were also two letters asking for library funding that were sent to 
the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee with bi-partisan support.   The first letter, sent by 
Sens Jack Reed (D-RI) and Olympia Snow (R-ME) with 32 other signatures, asked for $184.7 
million for LSTA in FY 2013.  The second letter, sent by Sens. Reed, Snowe, Chuck Grassley 
(R-IA), Roger Wicker (R-MS), and Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and 35 other members, asked the 
committee for $28.6 million for Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL).  
  
Madison Award 
 
On March 16, ALA President Molly Raphael presented Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) with the James 
Madison Award.  Lofgren received the award during the National Freedom of Information Day 
Conference held at the Knight Conference Center at the Newseum in Washington, D.C. 
Recently Lofgren fought against the Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA), legislation that would 
require Internet service providers to police users’ activities in an attempt to combat online 
infringement overseas.  Recognizing the potential harm that SOPA could have on First 
Amendment rights, intellectual freedom and privacy, Lofgren fought tirelessly to oppose the bill. 
Lofgren was recognized both for her commitment to sponsoring legislation that strengthens the 
public’s right to access information and her opposition to legislation that impedes First 
Amendment rights. 
 
Cybersecurity and Surveillance 
 
During this 112th Congress, ALA has been closely monitoring numerous cybersecurity bills.  
Each time action on these bills was anticipated, the proposals were delayed and no action was 
taken.  At this writing, sponsors of two Senate bills have announced that their bills would move 
after the spring recess in late April.  The House announced that the week of April 23 will be 
“Cybersecurity Week” when a vote will be taken on a package of bills.  In the Senate, the two 
bills of concern are the Cybersecurity Act of 2012, S. 2105, sponsored by Sens. Lieberman, 
Feinstein, Collins and Rockefeller.  The other is the SECURE Act, S. 2151, sponsored by Sen. 
McCain.  Two of the House bills being monitored are the PRECISE Act of 2011, H.R. 3674, 
sponsored by Rep. Lungren, and the CISPA of 2011, H.R. 3523, sponsored by Reps. Rogers 
and Ruppersberger.  For library users and the public in general, the information sharing 
proposals in these current cybersecurity bills permit extraordinary amounts of information to be 
obtained by law enforcement, especially in the bills that would designate the National Security 
Agency as the lead agency to receive such information.  While ALA recognizes that some 
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legislative changes may be needed to allow for appropriate protections from cybersecurity 
threats, far more changes to protect civil liberties are needed in any final legislation.  ALA will 
promote amendments to assure that cybersecurity information is used for cybersecurity 
purposes and to push elimination of the extraordinary monitoring and countermeasures 
provisions.  The need for such provisions has not been proven – and they would, if passed, 
result in many grave problems, intended or not. 
 
 
Office for Information Technology Policy  
(OITP) 
 
Digital Literacy Task Force Defines Digital Literacy 
 
After careful consideration the Task Force agreed that digital literacy is “the ability to use 
information and communication technologies to find, evaluate, create, and communicate 
information requiring both cognitive and technical skills.”  This definition is also in a forthcoming 
primer that looks more deeply into the necessary skills, the need for digital literacy, the digital 
divide and the role of all types of libraries.  For more, visit: http://wp.me/p1zex0-204 
 
Digital Content and Libraries Working Group at the PLA Conference 
 
OITP staff provided support to the Digital Content and Libraries Working Group at the PLA 
Conference in March.  Meetings with four ebook distributors—OverDrive, 3M, Ingram, and 
Baker & Taylor—were organized; Molly Raphael, Maureen Sullivan, Keith Michael Fiels, 
Working Group Co-chair Sari Feldman, and OITP Director Alan Inouye participated in these 
meetings.  Additionally, Working Group members and/or staff met with representatives of the 
Association of American Publishers, Digital Public Library of America initiative, Perseus, and 
Random House.  Alan Inouye also served on a panel on e-books chaired by Gina Millsap. 
 
OITP Will Host a Google Policy Fellow for the Summer 2012 
 
Once again, OITP is participating in the Google Policy Fellows program.  For the summer of 
2012, the selected fellow will spend 10 weeks in residence at the ALA Washington Office to 
learn about national policy and complete a major project.  Google provides the stipend for the 
summer, but the work agenda is under the full control of ALA and the fellow.  The Google office 
in Washington provides an educational program for all of the fellows, such as lunchtime talks.  
For more visit: http://www.districtdispatch.org/2011/12/ala-seeks-candidates-for-google-policy-
fellowship/ 
 
OITP Outlines Library “Triple Play” for Digital Literacy 
 
In March 2012, the Federal Communications Bar Association hosted a continuing education 
course on “Developments in the Effort to Improve Broadband Adoption” in Washington, DC. 
ALA OITP presented as part of the panel on “Understanding Current Adoption Efforts,” along 
with representatives from Comcast, CenturyLink and One Economy.  The audience responded 
well to the suggestion that libraries provide a great “triple play” in communities: physical 
locations with technology infrastructure (including Internet accessible computers and wi-fi), 
assistance and training from information professionals, and robust and diverse electronic 
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content.  Aside from their own efforts, libraries are ideal partners for larger or national digital 
literacy and broadband awareness efforts – but this engagement should reflect real 
collaboration, rather than simply looking to libraries as a distribution point for promotional 
materials.  One person in the audience, in fact, asked about “community champions” for 
adoption, and all of the panelists confirmed the importance of engaged and passionate 
stakeholders to achieve success.  For more, visit: http://wp.me/p1zex0-1Yg  
 
FCC Proposal to Fund Digital Literacy Training through Public Libraries 
 
OITP filed comments (pdf) with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) supporting its 
proposal to advance broadband adoption by low-income people through digital literacy training 
in our nation’s public libraries and schools.  For more, visit: http://wp.me/p1zex0-20p  
 
OITP Research Fellow, Jessie Mannisto Releases New Report 
 
In a new report, Restoring Contemplation: How Disconnecting Bolsters the Knowledge 
Economy, author Jessie L. Mannisto outlines future directions for libraries and other social 
institutions to improve the capacity for thoughtful endeavor.  These changes, the report argues, 
are essential for success in a globally competitive economy and a higher quality of life.  For 
more, visit: http://wp.me/p1zex0-1YI  
 
OITP Offers Alternative Spring Break 
 
Once again, OITP participated in the Alternative Spring Break (ASB) program of the School of 
Information (SI) at the University of Michigan.  Each year, dozens of SI students make their way 
to Washington, D.C. to spend a week at an organization focused on information-related fields.  
In addition to ALA, SI students are hosted by other advocacy groups such as EDUCAUSE, as 
well as federal agencies such as the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian Institution, and the 
National Archives.  The students get a taste of work life in D.C. and an opportunity to network 
with information professionals.  For more, visit: http://wp.me/p1zex0-1Y0  
 
 
Office for Intellectual Freedom  
(OIF)  
 
Free Webinar on Defusing Conflict in the Library Workplace 
 
OIF partnered with the ALA JobList Placement Center and the Leroy C. Merritt Humanitarian 
Fund to present a free webinar on defusing conflict in the library workplace.  The webinar, 
“Moving Difficult Conversations Toward Positive Outcomes: Coping with Challenges in the 
Library Workplace,” took place on Wednesday, April 11. 
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Office for Library Advocacy  
(OLA)  
 
“Rallying Your Community: Mobilizing the Grassroots” Webinar on May 2 

The Committee on Library Advocacy will host a webinar on May 2, 1:30 p.m., entitled “Rallying 
Your Community: Mobilizing the Grassroots.”  The webinar is designed to illustrate how two 
community organizations, the Sustainable Library Citizens Coalition of Indianapolis-Marion 
County (IN) Public Library and Urban Libraries Unite of New York City, have used their voices to 
impact library funding.  It will feature Laura Johnson, Deputy Director, Public Services, 
Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library and Tara Seeley, Senior Grants Officer, Central 
Indiana Community Foundation, as well as Lauren Comito, Urban Librarians Unite. 

 
Office for Research and Statistics  
(ORS)  
 
Dr. Kathy Rosa Named New ORS Director  
 
Dr. Kathy Rosa will be the new director of the Office for Research and Statistics, effective May 
21, 2012.  Rosa currently serves as an assistant professor of Library, Information and Media 
Studies in the College of Education at Chicago State University.  Prior to her teaching position, 
Rosa has held positions in public, academic, school, and special libraries.  Rosa earned an EdD 
with an emphasis in instructional technology from the University of Houston.  She holds a MSLS 
from the University of Kentucky and a MSE and BSE from Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale.  See the full press release at http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/kathy-
rosa-new-office-research-and-statistics-director 
 
 
Public Information Office  
(PIO)  
 
Publicity for Two New Literary Prizes 
 
PIO handled the publicity on behalf of two new literary prizes—the Andrew Carnegie Medals for 
Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction.  The awards are administered by Booklist Magazine and 
the Reference and User Services Association (RUSA).  To announce the creation of the new 
awards, PIO reached out to the Associated Press to secure coverage, which resulted in a news 
brief that appeared in thousands of news websites and blogs.  In total, 6,000 news media 
outlets carried the announcement.  The awards’ shortlisted authors and eventual winners reflect 
the expert judgment and insight of library professionals who work closely with adult readers.  
The 50 titles under consideration for the prizes will be drawn from the previous year’s Booklist 
Editors’ Choice and RUSA CODES Notable Books lists.  Winning authors will each receive 
$5,000, while the two additional finalists in each category will receive $1,500.  The list of finalists 
will be announced in May and the winners will be announced at the ALA Annual Conference in 
Anaheim, CA. 
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Sacramento Public Library Wins Scholastic Library Publishing National Library Week Grant 

Sacramento Public Library is the winner of the 2012 Scholastic Library Publishing National 
Library Week grant.  The library won $3,000 to support its National Library Week activities 
centered on the theme, “Your Belong @ your library.”  The winning grant was approved by the 
ALA Public Awareness Committee.  The library will present a series of programs during National 
Library Week aimed at the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning, intersex and ally 
(GLBTQIA) community that will reinforce the message that the library is a place for all members 
of the community.  Working with area GLBTQIA designers, the library has developed print and 
electronic ads that will be placed in local and GLBTQIA publications and throughout 
Sacramento’s public transit system.  Additional promotional materials will be distributed at the 
library’s 28 branch locations and among local partner organizations.  Following National Library 
Week the library will work with the Campaign for America’s Libraries to make the campaign’s 
creative components available for use by all libraries.  

 
Public Programs Office  
(PPO)  

PPO Joins with Public Insight Network to Expand Building Common Ground Initiative 

The ALA Public Programs Office announced its collaboration with the Public Insight Network 
(PIN) from American Public Media to expand the reach of Building Common Ground: 
Discussions of Community, Civility and Compassion, a library programming initiative supported 
by the Fetzer Institute.  In December, ALA awarded 30 public libraries $2,500 grants in support 
of a multi-format discussion program for public audiences to spark action, engagement and 
reflection within the community.  In order to seed public conversations of emerging community 
issues, PIN will seek public media partners and offer them similar grants to amplify and broaden 
the library’s discussions through their Building Common Ground programming.  By inviting 
public media partners into community conversations hosted by participating libraries, PIN will 
compound the impact of Building Common Ground programs and provide local citizens the 
chance to become sources for public media and other PIN newsrooms around the country.  
More information about Building Common Ground: Discussions of Community, Civility and 
Compassion, including programming resources and a list of participating public libraries, is 
available at www.ala.org/commonground. 

Inter-American Magnet School Library Wins Sara Jaffarian Award  

The Inter-American Magnet School in Chicago is the recipient of the 2012 Sara Jaffarian School 
Library Program Award for Exemplary Humanities Programming.  Francis Feeley, school 
librarian at Inter-American Magnet School, developed and submitted the winning program, titled 
“Who Are We?”  The program challenged 7th and 8th grade students to explore the individual 
and collective behavior of human beings in the past and present in a series of quarterly 
research projects.  The award will be presented in June at the ALA Annual Conference in 
Anaheim.  The Inter-American Magnet School Library will receive a plaque recognizing the 
achievement, a cash award of $4,000 and promotion of the winning program as a model for 
other school libraries through ProgrammingLibrarian.org.  More information on the “Who Are 
We?” program can be found at: http://iamslibrary.wikispaces.com/Archives.  For more 
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information about the Sara Jaffarian Award, visit 
http://www.ala.org/offices/ppo/awardsgrants/jaffarian/jaffarianaward.  

 
 
 

ALA DIVISIONS 
 
 
American Association of School Librarians  
(AASL) 
 
 
AASL’s School Library Month Webinars Focus on Programming and Advocacy 
 
Created with the busy school librarian in mind, the American Association of School Librarians 
(AASL) will present short, on-demand professional development focused on improving and 
advocating the school library program during School Library Month.  Susan Kowalski, school 
librarian at Pine Grove Middle School, one of the 2011 National School Library Programs of the 
Year award winners, will present four webinars on programs designed to bring stakeholders into 
the library.  A webinar presented by Debra Logan, 2008 Ohio Educational Library Media 
Association/Follett Library Resources School Librarian of the Year and past chair of the AASL 
Advocacy Committee, will help school librarians become intentional about looking at what 
school library stakeholder groups want from their libraries.  More information can be found at 
www.ala.org/aasl/slm.    
 
Founder of School Library Month Shares Her Story in New Audio Podcast 
 
Lucille Thomas, chair of the first School Library Month committee, shares the planning and 
presentation of the first month dedicated to celebrating the school library profession in a new 
audio podcast presented by the AASL.  Interviewed by Susan Hess, member of 2012 School 
Library Month committee, Thomas speaks to developing a national celebration for AASL.  In 
1983, AASL President Judy King appointed Thomas as the first chair of what was then known 
as the School Library Media Month Committee.  Thomas and her committee gathered ideas 
from existing state and local celebrations and compiled a handbook outlining the first national 
observance.  Their work culminated on April 1, 1985 with a ceremony on the west steps of the 
U.S. Capitol.  The podcast is available on the AASL website at www.ala.org/aasl/slmpodcast.  
 

 
School Library Month Video Contest Asks Students Why They Belong in Their School Libraries 

AASL, in collaboration with SchoolTube, launched the School Library Month 2012 student video 
contest You Belong @ Your School Library on February 7.  Students had through March 29 to 
submit a video via SchoolTube.com detailing how their school library is (either physically or 
virtually) the place to be.  AASL received 41 entries.  Three student entries—one from an 
elementary, middle and high school -- will each receive a $100 Amazon.com gift card and 
Mackin will provide $500 in books for their school libraries.  Winners will be announced April 17. 
www.ala.org/aasl/slmvideocontest.    
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Resources Available to Help School Librarians Celebrate School Library Month 

The AASL website plays host to many different resources school librarians can use to invite 
stakeholders into the library and celebrate their programs during the month of April.  Currently 
available are proclamation templates to share with elected officials, a flyer template to promote 
SLM activities, and general SLM public service announcements to share with the school 
community.  Also available through the ALA online store are SLM web graphics and a “Ten 
Reasons Why You Belong at Your School Library” poster.  Coming soon, School Library Month 
chair and a Past President of AASL, Cassandra Barnett will present a webinar on navigating the 
AASL website and using these SLM resources.  More information and resources can be found 
at www.ala.org/aasl/slm.   
 
 
Association of College and Research Libraries  
(ACRL) 
 
Scott Walter Appointed College & Research Libraries Editor 

In early March, ACRL announced the appointment of Scott Walter to the post of editor for 
College & Research Libraries (C&RL).  Walter will serve as editor designate from July 1, 2012 to 
June 30, 2013, when he will assume full editorial responsibility.  In the position of editor, Walter 
will also serve as chair of the C&RL Editorial Board.  He succeeds Joseph J. Branin, Director of 
Libraries at the King Abdullah University of Science and Technology, as C&RL editor.  Branin 
will work closely with Walter over the next year to ensure a smooth transition.  Walter currently 
serves as Associate University Librarian for Services, Associate Dean of Libraries and professor 
of library administration and library and information science at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, and as an adjunct faculty member of the San Jose State University School 
of Library and Information Science.  On April 30, 2012, he will assume the position of University 
Librarian at DePaul University in Chicago. 

2012 ACRL Awards Winners, Part 2  

Congratulations to the following recipients of 2012 ACRL awards! 

• CJCLS EBSCO Community College Learning Resources Award – Sheila Afnan-Manns, 
Reyes Medrano, Kandice Mickelsen 

• CJCLS EBSCO Community College Learning Resources Leadership Award - Mary Ann 
Laun 

• CLS ProQuest Innovation in College Librarianship Award – Anne Burke, Adrienne Lai, 
Adam Rogers 

• Hugh C. Atkinson Award – John F. Helmer 
• IS Ilene F. Rockman Publication of the Year Award – Char Booth 
• IS Innovation Award – Joshua Vossler, John Watts 
• RBMS Leab Exhibition Awards 
• WGSS Career Achievement Award – Ellen Greenblatt 
• WGSS Significant Achievement Award – Kirsten Canfield, Kayo Denda, Alicia Graham, 

Rhonda Marker, Li Sun, Lucy Vidal 
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Part 1 of the list appeared in the March 12 Report.  A complete listing of 2012 award winners is 
available on the ACRL website. 
 
The Atlas of New Librarianship Wins Best Book in Library Literature Award 

The Atlas of New Librarianship by R. David Lankes, co-published by ACRL and MIT Press, has 
been named the winner of the 2012 ABC-CLIO/Greenwood Award for the Best Book in Library 
Literature.  More information on The Atlas of New Librarianship is available on the book website 
and in the award press release. 

Scholarly Communication Road Show Hosts 
 
The ACRL Scholarly Communications Committee has selected five sites from 12 applications to 
host the “Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to Engagement” workshop this spring 
and summer, including the first host site outside the U.S.  The workshop focuses on new 
methods of scholarly publishing and communication, open access and openness as a principle, 
copyright and intellectual property and economics.  The institutions selected to host the 2012 
road shows are Atlanta University Center Robert W. Woodruff Library. Atlanta, GA; Colorado 
State University. Pueblo, CO; James Madison University. Harrisonburg, VA; University of New 
Mexico. Albuquerque, NM; and University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  Learn more 
about ACRL’s scholarly communication initiatives on the ACRL website. 
 
Environments for Student Growth and Development 

In late March, ACRL released Environments for Student Growth and Development: Libraries 
and Student Affairs in Collaboration, edited by Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe and Melissa Autumn 
Wong.  Environments for Student Growth and Development focuses on collaborations between 
campus student services and libraries.  Librarians and student affairs professionals share a 
commitment to student success and holistic development, collaborative strategies and reflective 
practice.  The book explores how librarians and student affairs professionals partner through 
programming and other activities in order to create stronger campus environments for student 
learning, growth and development.  Environments for Student Growth and Development is 
available for purchase in print, as an e-book, and as a print/ e-book bundle through the ALA 
Online Store; in print and for Kindle through Amazon.com; and by telephone order at (866) 746-
7252 in the U.S. or (770) 442-8633 for international customers. 

MLA Members Receive Complimentary Access to CHOICE Reviews 

The Modern Language Association (MLA) and Choice, the leading academic review journal, 
recently announced a pilot project to provide MLA members with complimentary access to 
Choice reviews.  During the pilot phase, all MLA members will receive free and full access to 
Choice Reviews Online (CRO) through a link from the members-only portion of the MLA 
website.  There they will find more than 160,000 reviews of carefully selected scholarly titles 
published since September 1988, including the more than 600 new reviews published by Choice 
each month.  In addition, all MLA members who register with CRO will receive a monthly e-mail 
bulletin alerting them to new reviews in language and literature.  All told, Choice Reviews Online 
currently houses approximately 16,000 reviews of language and literature titles, along with a 
number of language- and literature-related editorial features. 
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CLIPP Call for Proposals 

The ACRL College Libraries Section (CLS) is seeking proposals for CLIPP: College Library 
Information on Policy and Practice, a reconceptualization of ACRL’s CLIPNotes publication 
series.  Any librarian at a college or small university can submit a publication proposal to the 
CLIPP committee.  Any trend or subject of interest to college and small university libraries is a 
potential topic.  Proposal ideas could include the changing nature of collections (e-books, 
remote storage, weeding policies, etc.); mobile access; grant writing; staff development; and the 
place of the library in campus organizational structures.  For a full description of the submission 
and publication process, visit the CLIPP website.  

ACRL 2013 Update 

In March, ACRL confirmed the second keynote speaker for the ACRL 2013 conference – Henry 
Rollins.  Singer/Actor/Poet/Activist/Raconteur and one of the most thought provoking individuals 
of our time, Rollins joins ACRL for a unique and engaging evening of spoken word. 
Congratulations to Rosalind Tedford of Wake Forest University and John Jackson from San 
Jose State University, winners of copies of Rollins’ book Occupants in the latest ACRL 2013 
contests.  Tedford won a drawing from the Conference Updates e-mail list, and Jackson won 
the best Rollins content.  The conference Call for Proposals is currently available.  Proposals for 
contributed papers, panel sessions, workshops, and preconferences are due on May 11, 2012. 
ACRL 2013 registration will open in May 2012. 

e-Learning Update 

The ACRL e-Learning program offered three online courses and four live webcasts during this 
report period.  103 individuals and 32 groups participated in these seven e-Learning events. 
Upcoming spring 2012 online seminars and webcast include budgeting, embedded librarianship, 
libraries and student affairs, and user experience and virtual reference. 
 

Association for Library Collections & Technical Services  
(ALCTS) 
 
Preservation Week Free Webinars 
 
Take a few moments during Preservation Week, April 22-28, to attend two free webinars.  
Sponsored by the HFGroup and Gaylord, these webinars will enlighten two very important and 
timely topics:  accidents and digital memories.  The webinars are produced as part of 
Preservation Week by the ALCTS.  These Preservation Week webinars are free and open to 
anyone with an interest in the topics.  For more information, visit the ALCTS website at 
www.ala.org/alcts and for more information on being part of Preservation Week, visit the 
website www.ala.org/preservationweek.   
 
Tuesday, April 24, 1 – 2 p.m., CDT. 
Taking Care:  Family Textiles 
To register, visit the GoToWebinar site   
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/318517225 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/cls/clswebsite/collpubs/clipp�
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Thursday, April 26, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m., CDT. 
Preserving Your Personal Digital Photographs 
To register, visit the GoToWebinar site: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/666813208 
 
ALCTS/ACRL Joint President’s Program Features Duane Bray 
 
Duane Bray, a partner at IDEO, a global innovation and design consulting firm, is the featured 
speaker at the joint President’s Program of the Association for Library Collections & Technical 
Services (ALCTS) and the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL).  Duane is a 
partner at IDEO, where he heads the firm’s Global Digital Business.  He joined IDEO in 1995 to 
lead and develop the discipline of interaction design, now one of the most sought-after 
capabilities.  Duane’s experience includes the development of major software and hardware 
programs and the integration of emerging technologies into human-centered products and 
services.  He routinely explores the intersection of technology and people, revealing and 
elevating the emotional connections that we forge with digital media.  Bray’s presentation, 
“Future of the Book: Innovation in Traditional Industries,” will delve into the challenges traditional 
industries often face when experiencing disruptive change.  He will share concrete techniques 
for recognizing and harnessing opportunities for innovation.  The program is Monday, June 25, 
2012 during the Annual Conference of the American Library Association in Anaheim. 
 
 
Association for Library Service to Children   
(ALSC) 
 
Call for ALSC Online Education Proposals 
 
The ALSC Education Committee is adding to ALSC’s online course and webinar offerings.  
People interested in teaching a course or webinar are encouraged to submit a proposal on the 
ALSC website.  The Education Committee is looking for programs that offer students a valuable 
learning experience in the field of children’s library services and literature. 
 
Call for Host Site Applications for the 2013 Arbuthnot Lecture Featuring Michael Morpurgo 
 
The 2013 Arbuthnot Committee is now seeking applications to host the 2013 May Hill Arbuthnot 
Lecture featuring Children’s Laureate Michael Morpurgo to be delivered next spring.  
Applications are due May 11, 2012, and the location will be announced by the committee during 
the 2012 Annual Conference. 
 
ALSC Releases Top Titles for Tweens 
 
As a part of ALSC's collaboration with the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) to 
further efforts to support those who serve the middle school age group, ALSC recently released 
the Top Titles for Tweens, a list of the ALSC award winners that are of most interest to tweens.  
This list was created by the 2012 School Age Programs and Services Committee, chaired by 
Tami Chumbley Finley.  These are titles identified from the ALSC Media and Notable Awards 
that are suitable for tween readers, ages 10-14. 
 

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/666813208�
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Friends of ALSC and ALSC Membership Sponsor Facebook Contest 
 
The ALSC Membership Committee and the Friends of ALSC are giving away ten tickets to the 
2012 Newbery-Caldecott Banquet to ALSC members.  Members are asked to leave a 100-word 
comment on the ALSC Facebook page describing the value of their ALSC membership.  Only 
current personal ALSC members are eligible.  The contest runs until Sunday, April 15, 2012 
when winners will be randomly selected.  
 
Plans for the Annual Conference 2012  
 

• ALSC 101—Hosted by ALSC once again, this event is a member-driven effort to teach 
new members and would-be new members the ins and outs of membership at ALSC.  
The event will be held Saturday, June 25, 2012.  Members use games, talks and 
dialogue to demonstrate committee work and how to get involved. 

• The Newbery Caldecott Banquet will take place Sunday evening, 6:00-11:00 p.m., with a 
cash bar reception from 6:00-7:00; doors to the Banquet open at 6:45.  Speeches from 
Newbery Medalist Jack Gantos and Caldecott Medalist Chris Raschka will follow the 
dinner, and a receiving line will conclude the evening’s events.  

• The 2012 Pura Belpré Award Celebración, will take place on Sunday from 1:30-3:30 
p.m.  ALSC and REFORMA will welcome all attendees as they join the winning authors 
and illustrators in a special event to honor and celebrate the 2012 Medal winners. 

• The ALSC Awards Presentation will follow the President’s Program on Monday, 10:30 
a.m. – 12:00 noon.  The Batchelder, Carnegie, Geisel, and Sibert Awards will be 
presented, and the ALSC membership meeting will follow. 

• The Odyssey Awards for Excellence in Audiobook Production, administered jointly by 
ALSC and YALSA and sponsored by Booklist, will be presented on Monday from 4:00-
5:30 p.m.  A reception with light refreshments, sponsored by the Audio Publishers 
Association, will follow the award presentations and program, at a location announced in 
late May. 

 
 
Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations  
(ALTAFF) 

New Webinars on Engaging Baby Boomers as Volunteers for Libraries 

A new series of webinars on engaging the baby boom generation as volunteers for libraries and 
Friends was launched in April.  The series includes three courses: the first gives an overview of 
how members of the baby boom generation are different than previous generations in what they 
are looking for in volunteer opportunities, the second is on engaging active volunteers for 
Friends groups, and the third is on creating new volunteer opportunities in libraries.  The 
courses are given by Carla Lehn (from the California State Library), and Sally G. Reed.  Single 
seat license will be $139 for non-ALTAFF members and $39 for members.  Multi-seat (but same 
site) licenses will be $149 for non-ALTAFF members, and $49 for members.  The price 
differential was set with generating new ALTAFF membership in mind. 

  

http://www.facebook.com/Associationforlibraryservicetochildren�
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Joint Preconference on Fundraising 

ALTAFF and LLAMA have begun work to develop a joint preconference on fundraising for the 
2013 annual conference in Chicago.  The preconference will be divided into three two-hour 
courses set over the course of the day:  Planned Giving, Capital Campaigns, and Starting a 
Foundation.  The courses will be sold ala carte with a discount for those attending all three.  
More planning on this will take place in Anaheim at the 2012 annual conference. 

 
Library and Information Technology Association  
(LITA) 
 
ITAL (Information Technology and Libraries) Now Open Access, e-only 
http://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/ital/issue/current 
 
Congratulations to LITA on publishing the first open access, e-only issue of ITAL in March.  
ITAL is the LITA members’ journal, and the LITA membership is to be congratulated on its 
generous contribution to the library technology literature.  Bob Gerrity, ITAL editor, said, “This 
will help ensure the long-term viability of ITAL by making it more accessible, more current, more 
relevant, and more environmentally friendly.  ITAL will continue to feature high-quality articles 
that have undergone a rigorous peer-review process, but it will also begin expanding content to 
include more case studies, commentary, and information about topics and trends of interest to 
the LITA community and beyond.”   
 
LITA at the Annual Conference 
http://www.ala.org/lita/conferences/annual/2012 
 
LITA is offering 30+ programs on Saturday through Monday in Anaheim.  Of special interest is 
Sunday Afternoon with LITA which includes the popular Top Technology Trends panel, brief 
awards presentations, and the LITA President’s Program on The Fourth Paradigm: Data-
Intensive Research, Digital Scholarship and Implications for Libraries with Tony Hey from 
Microsoft Research and Clifford Lynch from the Coalition for Networked Information (CNI).  The 
popular LITA Happy Hour will follow the Sunday Afternoon programming.  
 
Professional Development Opportunities 
http://www.ala.org/lita/learning 
 
Three full-day learning opportunities are available on Friday, June 22 in Anaheim as follows:    

• Web Content Strategy for Libraries by Nina McHale. 
• Creating Library Linked Data: What Catalogers and Coders Can Build. 
• Building Digital Collections Using Islandora by Kirsta Stapelfeldt and Mark 

Leggott. 

Registration for these classes is open to all regardless of whether they are attending the Annual 
Conference.   More details are available at http://www.ala.org/lita/conferences/annual/2012. 
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Library Leadership and Management Association  
(LLAMA) 
 
LLAMA Awards Competitions See Huge Increase in Number of Entries 
 
Two of LLAMA’s highest profile awards had dramatic increases in the number of entries 
received.  The John Cotton Dana Public Relations award received a record breaking 108 entries 
from public, academic and other types of libraries of different sizes.  The ALA/IIDA Library 
Interior Design award received 117 entries from libraries throughout the world.   
 

• The John Cotton Dana Award, provided jointly by EBSCO Publishing, the H.W. Wilson 
Foundation, and the American Library Association, honors outstanding library public 
relations.  In recognition of their achievement, each John Cotton Dana award winner 
receives a $10,000 development grant from the H.W. Wilson Foundation.  Entries will be 
judged April 16-17 in Chicago.  Awards will be presented June 24 at a reception hosted 
by EBSCO Publishing during the ALA annual conference in Anaheim, CA. 

• The ALA/IIDA Library Interior Design Awards honor excellence in library interior design 
and promote examples of extraordinary design reflected through innovative concepts. 
They are co-sponsored by the ALA and the International Interior Design Association 
(IIDA). The winning projects will be selected by a jury of design and library professionals 
April 13 in Chicago.  Winning designers and their library clients will be honored at an 
awards program June 24 at the 2012 ALA Annual meeting in Anaheim, and will be 
published in American Libraries and Contract. 

 
 
Public Library Association   
(PLA) 
 
PLA @ ALA Annual Conference  
 
PLA is excited to present three unique preconferences and more than 15 programs for public 
library professionals at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim.  Additionally, PLA will host an 
Awards Presentation and President’s Program on Sunday, 1:30 p.m.   
 
PLA Webinars 
 
PLA continues to offer a wide range of education via monthly webinars and special series. 
Available Now: 
 

• Public Librarian’s Guide to E-Books: A PLA Webinar Series features something for 
libraries at every stage of e-book adoption.  Four webinars tackle e-book issues and 
concerns for public library staff.  Registration for the full series or individual webinars is 
now open.  Webinars include: E-Books 101 – A Look at Devices, Platforms, and Training 
Ideas (April 17); Stretching Your Library’s E-Books Budget (April 24); E-Books and 
Customer Service at Your Library (May 1); and E-Books and Libraries: What’s Next? 
(May 8)  
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Previously held: 
• March 28: “Implementing ‘Choose Civility,” a Community-Wide Campaign 
• February 23:  “Creating Dynamic Library Atmospheres”  

Edge Website Goes Live 

PLA and its Edge Coalition partners are excited to announce the Edge website, 
www.libraryedge.org.  Visit the website to learn more about this initiative to develop Public 
Access Technology Benchmarks, and to register and offer feedback on the draft benchmarks 
and indicators.  Input is vital to creating a tool that is relevant to public libraries, and the Edge 
website is the portal to do just that.  

PLA @ALA 2014 Annual Conference 

PLA is now accepting program and preconference proposals for the 2013 ALA Annual 
Conference in Chicago, June 27-July 2.  Proposals may be submitted and updated through the 
PLA online form until May 15, 2012.  

PLA Boot Camp 

Applications are now being accepted for the PLA 2012 Boot Camp, “Results Are What Matters: 
Management Tools and Techniques to Improve Library Services and Programs” presented by 
June Garcia and Sandra Nelson, August 21–25, 2012 at the Nashville (TN) Public Library. 

 
Young Adult Library Services Association  
(YALSA) 
 
2012 YA Literature Symposium Registration Open 
 
Registration is now open for YALSA’s symposium, “The Future of YA Literature: Hit me with the 
Next Big Thing.”  The symposium will be held in St. Louis, MO, November 2 – 4, 2012.  View a 
preliminary program, sign up for updates, interact with attendees and learn more about the 
event at www.ala.org/yalitsymposium.  
  
YALSA Receives Funding for New Online Continuing Education Effort 
 
YALSA and its design partner, Badgeville, were named one of 30 winners from a pool of 91 
finalists in the Badges for Lifelong Learning Competition on Thursday, March 1, at the Digital 
Media and Learning Conference.  The Competition is held in collaboration with Mozilla and is 
part of the 4th Digital Media and Learning Competition, supported by the John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation and administered by HASTAC.  YALSA received $75,000 to create 
badges that will be based on its Competencies for Serving Youth, national guidelines that 
outline what today’s librarians need to know to effectively serve teens.  
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2012 Teen Read Week™: What You Need to Know 
 
Registration for Teen Read Week™ (TRW) opened April 12.  The event will be celebrated 
October 14 – 20 with the theme “It Came from the Library!”  Ten mini grants, funded by the 
Dollar General Literacy Foundation, will be available for libraries to implement TRW programs.  
Products are on sale as well at www.alastore.ala.org/trw.   
 
Upcoming Events & New Initiatives  

• April 12, Celebrate Support Teen Lit Day by hosting a Booze for Books fundraiser, 
http://bit.ly/xpYuk4 (.pdf) 

• April 12, Teen Read Week™ web site launches, www.ala.org/teenread  
• April 12, Teens’ Top Ten nominations posted – a great list to share with teens to 

encourage summer reading.   www.ala.org/teenstopten  
• April 19, Managing the Swarm: Teen Behavior in the Library and Strategies for 

Success with Erin Downey Howerton 
• April 30, deadline to apply for mentoring program 

www.ala.org/yalsa/profdev/mentoring  
• June 1 through September 30, submit a Selection Committee Volunteer form 

http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/selectionvolunteer.php 
• July 2, Making the Match: Finding the Right Book for the Right Teen at the Right 

Time.  This six week course runs through August 13 
• Aug. 15 online vote for Teens’ Top Ten opens www.ala.org/teenstopten  
• September 15, registration closes for Teen Read Week™, www.ala.org/teenread  
• September 16, registration closes for YA Lit Symposium, 

www.ala.org/yalitsymposium  
• September 30, deadline to submit a Selection Committee Volunteer form 

http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/selectionvolunteer.php  
• October 14 – 20, Teen Read Week™ is celebrated with “It Came from the Library” 

theme, www.ala.org/teenread 
• November 2 – 4, Young Adult Literature Symposium in St. Louis, MO, 

www.ala.org/yalitsymposium  
 
 

ALA PUBLISHING 
 

New Books from Neal-Schuman Imprint and from ALA Editions 

With the transition of Neal-Schuman complete, new books published under the imprint include 
Using Web 2.0 and Social Networking Tools in the K-12 Classroom, The Holiday Handbook and 
The Digital Librarian's Legal Handbook. New books from the UK publisher Chandos include Not 
Your Ordinary Librarian, and Managing Intellectual Capital in Libraries.  ALA Editions has 
published several new titles, including Fundamentals of Library Instruction, Grant Money 
through Collaborative Partnerships, and Joint Libraries: Models That Work.    
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http://www.ala.org/yalsa/managing-swarm-teen-behavior-library-and-strategies-success�
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/profdev/mentoring�
http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/selectionvolunteer.php�
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/onlinecourses/making_the_match�
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/onlinecourses/making_the_match�
http://www.ala.org/teenstopten�
http://www.ala.org/teenread�
http://www.ala.org/yalitsymposium�
http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/selectionvolunteer.php�
http://www.ala.org/teenread�
http://www.ala.org/yalitsymposium�
http://www.neal-schuman.com/uw2snt�
http://www.neal-schuman.com/rtghs�
http://www.neal-schuman.com/dllh�
http://www.neal-schuman.com/nyorl�
http://www.neal-schuman.com/nyorl�
http://www.neal-schuman.com/micl�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3536�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3708�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3708�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3537�
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American Libraries Joins Pinterest, Attracting Thousands 

American Libraries joined Pinterest, the online pin board, in March and in less than a month has 
nearly 1000 followers for its Great Libraries of the World board, more than 1000 followers for the 
Featured Digital Libraries board, and hundreds of followers for its other boards.  Meanwhile, 
Twitter followers are up to 11,990. 
 

American Libraries was pleased to collaborate with the ALA's Public Information Office again in 
releasing the annual State of America's Libraries report, timed to release for National Library 
Week.  The report can be accessed at 

American Libraries Collaborates on State of America’s Libraries Report  

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/archives/issue/state-americas-libraries-2012. 

 
ALA TechSource and ALA Editions eCourse and Workshop Program Continuing to Grow 

ALA TechSource and ALA Editions well-attended workshops and eCourses have recently 
included Serving Deaf Patrons in the Library with Kathy MacMillan, and the second iteration of 
Integrating iPads and Tablet Computers into Library Services with Rebecca Miller, Carolyn 
Meier and Heather Moorefield-Lang.  Popular ALA Editions eCourses included Rethinking 
Library Instruction: Libraries as Social Learning Centers with Paul Signorelli and Demystifying 
Copyright: Educating Your Staff and Community with Lesley Ellen Harris. 

Booklist Reaches Millions of Eyes, and Shines at PLA  

Booklist Publications’ new subscription model, granting online access to print subscribers, 
contributed to Booklist Online’s reaching one million pageviews in January for the first time.  The 
upward climb continued, with March reaching 1.3 million pageviews.  At PLA, Booklist was the 
toast of Philly when it hosted a mystery authors cocktail party, where fifteen authors from seven 
different publishing houses mingled with enthusiastic fans and happily signed their books.  Also 
at PLA, Booklist staffers Rebecca Vnuk, Brad Hooper, and Keir Graff lent their expertise to 
panels on collection development and readers’ advisory.  Webinars continued apace, with 
eleven live events between January 1 and April 1.  Booklist is now preparing for Mystery Month 
(May), when blogs, newsletters, and the magazines will cover this genre favorite. 

RDA Toolkit released notable new content and features in early April.  In regard to content, the 
release included the first Joint Steering Committee (JSC) update of RDA consisting of 
substantive changes, as opposed to corrections such as typos.  In support of the updated 
content, an RDA Update History section was added to RDA Toolkit.  This new section serves as 
an archive of the outdated version of instructions and includes a summary of the changes made 
in the update.  Other enhancements included user-configurable timeout periods and revised 
Instruction filters.  These improvements allow users to better tailor their RDA Toolkit experience 
to meet their specific needs.  ALA Digital Reference has also announced RDA Toolkit 
promotional/sales partnerships with regional distributors DeGruyter (for German-speaking 
markets in Europe) and Rojas Eberhard (for Spanish-speaking markets in Latin America). 

RDA: Resource Description and Access 

http://pinterest.com/amlibraries/great-libraries-of-the-world/�
http://pinterest.com/amlibraries/featured-digital-libraries/�
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/archives/issue/state-americas-libraries-2012�
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The ALA Store at PLA was a great success, particularly for all things Hunger Games, including 
the poster and bookmark, as well as a large selection of collectibles.  The store sold out of many 
of the gift items available exclusively at conferences, and Graphics looks forward to offering 
more of this merchandise at the Annual Conference.  Speaking of Annual—the poll to determine 
the color of the Annual Conference T-shirt is now open and being promoted at Annual 2012’s 
homepage and through social media.  The summer catalog was mailed in March with a much-
anticipated Frankie Pickle poster and bookmark, as well as a new theme for Teen Read Week™ 
and a new design for Banned Books Week. 

ALA Graphics—Hunger Games, One of Several Recent and New In-Demand Product Sets 
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