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A brief summary of the recent activities of the Office for Research and Statistics including the 
announcement of the new Digital Content Coordinator, the 2011-2012 Public Library Funding 
and Technology Access Study, the ALA Research Series, and changes being made to the 
collection of the academic library statistics. 
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New Digital Content Coordinator 
Sara Fuchs is the new Digital Content Coordinator. Sara has a MSIS from the University of Texas 
at Austin and a BA in English from the University of Georgia. Prior to her ALA appointment, Sara 
served as the Digital Initiatives Librarian at the Georgia Institute of Technology and managed 
their institutional repository. In this position, she worked closely with faculty and staff members 
across the university to recruit content for the repository. She was responsible for collecting, 
making accessible and preserving traditionally published material, theses and dissertations, 
gray literature, and video and audio files of scholarly symposiums. She has also worked as a 
Digital Initiatives Librarian at Georgia State University, a Collections Development Librarian at 
the British Film Institute National Library, a Teaching Assistant at the University of Texas, and a 
Junior Fellows Summer Intern at the Library of Congress. 
 
In her new part-time position, Sara will be part of the Office for Research and Statistics staff and 
will serve as the Chicago-based manager for ALA’s Digital Content Initiative. She will work 
closely with the Office for Information Technology Policy (OITP) to coordinate Chicago-based 
components of the Association-wide initiative. She will also work closely with ALA Library staff 
members on the development of the Transforming Libraries website, 
http://transforming.ala.org/. Sara is available at sfuchs@ala.org, 800-545-2433 ext. 4274. 
 
2011-2012 Public Library Funding and Technology Access Study 
The 2011-2012 Public Library Funding & Technology Access Study will be released on June 19, 
2012. The report will be published as an American Libraries digital supplement. This is the final 
report, as the grant project, funded by ALA and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, closes 
with this sixth report cycle. A number of dissemination activities have been scheduled, including 
a presentation at Annual Conference, exhibition and presentation at the National Conference of 
State Legislatures, and a webinar with the Office for Library Advocacy. 
 
ALA Research Series 
Members of the ALA Research Series Peer Review Panel evaluated proposals this spring but did 
not select one for publication. The next deadline for proposals is December 21, 2012. The 
purpose of this peer-viewed book series is to expand the knowledge base of library research by 
publishing accessible and practical analysis that addresses topics of importance to libraries, 
librarians, and professional education. The series seeks both monographs and edited volumes, 
and annually will accept proposals for book projects from North America and will consider 
international submissions. The scope of the series is on topics of broad appeal and relevance to 
the library community. 
 
Academic Library Statistics 
For about the last ten years, the collection of academic library statistics has been handled by 
the Institute of Education Sciences, a unit of the National Center for Educational Statistics 
(NCES). Prior to that, the collection of academic library statistics was included in the Integrated 
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), which is also a unit of NCES. At the 2011 ALA 
Annual Conference, the Academic Library Survey Advisory Committee (ALSAC) met with an 
NCES associate commissioner to begin the discussion of reintegrating the academic library 
survey into IPEDS. In August of 2011, Technical Review Panel (TRP) #35 was convened to discuss 
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the process in greater depth. Some members of the ALSAC were invited to participate. The 
report of this TRP is available here: Report and Suggestions from IPEDS Technical Review Panel 
#35, Reintegrating the Academic Libraries Survey into IPEDS 
https://edsurveys.rti.org/ipeds_trp/documents/TRP35_SummaryPackage_Suggestions_final.pdf  
 
There was a standard comment period following the issuing of the report; no changes were 
made in the TRP recommendations following the comment period.  
 
Plans are now underway to return the collection of academic library statistics to IPEDS. The 
advantages of this change would be annual data collection – as opposed to the current biennial 
schedule – and improved response rate, since IPEDS is a mandatory annual survey. The 
proposal to reintegrate the Academic Library Survey into IPEDS goes before the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) in the spring of 2013. NCES staff expect to receive three-year 
clearance for the collection of IPEDS and do not anticipate any problems with the Higher 
Education Committee with respect to this change. The package authorized in 2013 will cover 
the collection years of 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
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