
Executive Board Conference Call Notes 
July 16, 2013 
 
Present for the call: President Barbara Stripling; President-elect Courtney Young; 
Treasurer Mario Gonzalez; Immediate Past President Maureen Sullivan; 
Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels; Sr. Associate Executive Director Mary 
Ghikas; Board Members: Robert Banks, Dora Ho, Alexia Hudson, Sara Kelly 
Johns, John Moorman, Jim Neal, Sylvia Norton; Director of Governance JoAnne 
Kempf; and Associated Executive Director of the Washington Office, Emily 
Sheketoff. Board Member Michael Porter was absent. 
 

I. ACA and ALA 
Keith Michael Fiels explained that President Stripling’s July 12 statement 
regarding the Affordable Care Act (ACA) was issued to dispel 
misconceptions regarding a “partnership” between ALA and 
IMLS/WebJunction of the Federal CMS.  IMLS has awarded a grant to 
OCLC’s WebJunction to provide training support to libraries who will be 
connecting patrons with information and recourses regarding the ACA.  
Emily Sheketoff explained that ALA is not in partnership with anyone 
regarding the ACA; we are working as a conduit to provide information to 
libraries.  It was noted that IMLS and WebJunction will be hosting a webinar 
on July 26 regarding the ACA. A second statement regarding the 
IMLS/WebJunction partnership will be issued, likely on July 17, and will be 
shared with the Board. 
 
Fiels proposed adding an agenda item to the Fall Executive Board meeting 
regarding responding to items posted via social media.  He advised the 
Board members that if they are approached personally by an individual they 
should share the issue with the Board along with their response.  , 
 
A second item for the Fall Board meeting would revolve around the concept 
of partnerships, with ALA attorney Paula Goedert participating.  
 

II. President’s Statement on Privacy and Section 215 of the PATRIOT Act 
The Board agreed that President Stripling’s July 11 statement was well 
received; there were no negative comments.   
 
Sheketoff explained that there are 10 pieces of legislation that will be heard 
by the House of Representatives this week, but we don’t anticipate a 
positive outcome of these discussions.  She noted that these issues put us 
in relationships with people we are not used to working with.  Civil liberties 
constituents are unsure of how to proceed.  She noted that ALA received a 
lot of compliments on the resolution that was passed at Council III at the 
Annual Conference, but we’re still exploring how to use the resolution to 
best further our cause 
 



We have been approached by the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) to 
be a plaintiff, but attorneys have advised that it would be very difficult for 
ALA to prove a case.   

  
III. E-content and Authors for E-books Update. 

Maureen Sullivan indicated that authors Cory Doctorow and Khaled 
Hosseini were interviewed at the Annual Conference.  27 other authors 
have signed on, but no named authors.  She advised any Board members 
who have ties to authors to advise Larra Clark, Director, Program on 
Networks, and then to reach out to the authors.  Fiels will contact Mary Ellen 
Davis, ACRL Executive Director, to see if she knows of any academic 
authors.  Sara Kelly Johns has contact with children’s authors. 
 

IV. Declaration for the Right to Libraries/School Library Campaign 
a) Fiels announced that a formal plan for the Declaration initiative is being 

developed as a framework around components and events that are 
already in place.  The plan has been shared with President Stripling’s 
planning team.  A major Declaration-related event is being targeted in 
conjunction with Library Legislative Day in May 2014. 

 
Stripling announced that the first large public signing event will take 
place in Nashville, TN on July 30.  It will involve the library community 
and the City of Nashville.  There will be three separate signing events 
and we are hoping to have plenty of media coverage.  She noted that 
this project took off much faster than anticipated.  The Declaration will be 
made available in a downloadable form in various sizes on the web.  It 
has already been translated into Portuguese and plans are to translate it 
into Spanish and Chinese.  She is working with Michael Dowling, 
Director of the International Relations Office to have a signing event at 
the IFLA conference in August. 

 
Sara Kelly Johns indicated she would like to arrange a signing event at 
Cornell University’s leadership training August 5 and 6.  Suggestions 
were also made to present this to the Leadership Institute participants in 
August as well as presenting it to the student chapters.  Stripling is also 
working on ways to involve Spectrum Scholars and Emerging Leaders. 
 

b) Fiels indicated that work is underway to make sure the school library 
message is included in the Campaign for America’s Libraries.  A website 
is being developed, and Stripling has named  a group to develop 
messaging.  Plants are to integrate this campaign into Declaration-
related events.  The various pieces will start coming together in the fall.  
Stripling’s intent is to focus on the Declaration and school libraries in 
October when many schools have open house events and parents and 
students will be able to sign it. 

 



A toolkit will be developed in time for October activities.  Kelly Johns 
suggested pushing it out at the AASL conference in November.  Stripling 
has also been working on events in Washington, D.C.  

 
  

V. International Update 
ALA has started to focus on marketing to international markets, particularly, 
China and the Middle East.  He noted that the Sharjah Book Fair, the largest 
book fair in the Middle East may be interested in a two-day pre-conference 
training before the fair. 
 
Ghikas noted that ALS’s Conference Services Department has been using 
international book fairs to market ALA conference; particularly the 
Combined Book Exhibit where ALA has purchased some exhibit space in 
exchange for Combined Book Fair purchasing space at our conferences.  
Also, Troy Linker, Director of Digital Reference, is working on getting RDA 
translated into Arabic. 
 
The Sharjah Book Fair is very interested in a “partnership” with ALA; 
however, that this would not be a partnership so much as a Memorandum of 
Understanding.  A concern was raised about working in countries where 
human rights issues are a concern. 
 
 

VI. Annual Conference Follow-up Activities 
Fiels reported that he is working through issues raised during the liaison 
reports.  He offered to meet with the YALSA Board to hear their concerns 
and to provide them with a better understanding of what is taking place 
throughout the association. 
 
He has reached out to Ron Jankowski, Director, Membership Development, 
regarding concerns raised by LSSIRT regarding increasing their 
membership.  Jankowski will be in touch with LSSIRT. 
 
The budget planning process continues with some staffing decisions being 
made this week.  He will be sending out a message to staff our plan and 
hopefully clarifying any misconceptions.  The Board will be kept abreast of 
the progress. 
 
Jim Neal noted that the Queens College appeal report should be coming out 
next week.  The call with the Board will take place on Tuesday, August 6, at 
11:00 a.m. Central. 
 

  



 
VII. Next Board Call 

It was suggested to hold the call following the August 6 Queens College 
call. 
 


