
Engage with ALA 

December 18, 2014 

Dear ALA Colleague: 

Most of us share two common desires: to make strides in our own professional development and advance 
our careers, while at the same time helping make the world a better place through our work. Finding the 
path to being an engaged ALA member can support us on both of these fronts.  

Over the last two years, ALA has been asking members about their experiences and aspirations. Through 
kitchen-table conversations, virtual town halls, social media, and through other channels, you’ve been 
telling us that you want to find effective ways to engage as a member but that sometimes you don’t know 
exactly where to start. And we’ve listened. 

ALA is an incredibly rich and varied organization, but it can also be daunting. For this reason, most of us 
need help finding the best entry points to participation. Now, a new feature on ALA’s home page “Engage 
with ALA ” at ala.org/engage will help you see at a glance some of the places to start, whether you’re 
interested in building your skills, networking, supporting freedom of information, taking legislative action—
or all of these and more.    

ALA has allowed me to connect with the best and brightest from all kinds of libraries, to expand my 
horizons by attending conferences and other events, to build on my interests and explore new ones, to 
work on issues such as literacy, intellectual freedom and diversity that are especially important to me, and 
to support libraries and librarians. 

I want all members to have a membership experience as rewarding as mine. I hope the resources at 
ala.org/engage help you get started on a rewarding path, make the most of what ALA can do to support 
you right now in your career, and allow all of us to work together on transforming the world through strong 
libraries. 

Sincerely,  

Courtney L. Young 

ALA President                      
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