
The Declaration for the Right to Libraries is making a difference! 
 
The past sixteen months have been a busy time for ALA’s exciting new public awareness tool. Libraries 
of all types around the country continue to host signing events that begin a conversation about the 
impact libraries have in communities and on people’s lives, ultimately building library support. 
 
Here’s a quick look at what’s happening around the country and world with the Declaration: 
 
  - Last week in Redford Township, Michigan, two-thirds of voters supported a library millage proposal 
for the library that will restore hours, services and collections cut during the recession. Among the key 
steps taken to build community awareness – a Declaration for the Right to Libraries campaign.   
 
  - In Kentucky, where public library funding has been threatened statewide, Governor Steve Beshear 
and Lt. Governor Jerry Abramson signed the Declaration at the state capitol. Statewide, public libraries 
are collecting signatures for Kentucky’s Library Legislative Day in February. 
 
  - The Declaration was promoted and signed by hundreds during the California Library Association 
Conference in Oakland on November 7-8. 
 
  - Meanwhile – in Tokyo – the Declaration for the Right to Libraries appeared in Japanese at both the 
Japan Library Association General Conference, Oct. 31-Nov. 1, and the Japan Library Fair and Forum on 
November 2-8. Japanese is one of eight languages into which the Declaration has been translated. 
 
  - The Declaration for the Right to School Libraries continues to gain momentum as its being used to 
start a much-needed conversation among parents, teachers and administrators about the role school 
libraries play in the success of students. 
 
  - Since the Declaration was launched by past-president Barbara Stripling last year, more than 200 
Library signing events have been held around the country in public, school and academic libraries, and 
library supporters have signed the Declaration in every state, plus Guam, The U.S. Virgin Islands, and 
American Samoa. 
 
Host a Declaration signing and start the conversation in your community! You can find a wealth of 
Declaration resources, including a step by step toolkit on how to host your own signing, as well as online 
webinars  on how you can make a Declaration signing build support for your library. 
 
Please keep ALA’s Office for Library Advocacy informed of your continued work with the Declaration for 
the Right to Libraries by emailing information, news, and scheduled event details to advocacy@ala.org 
[mailto:advocacy@ala.org ]. 
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