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Report to Council and Executive Board 
 

April 3, 2017 
 

Keith Michael Fiels 
Executive Director 

 
 
 
 

Leading the Library Community’s Response to the Pro posed Elimination of IMLS  

ALA President Julie Todaro and the ALA Washington Office have been focused on leading the 
library community’s response to the Trump administration proposed elimination of IMLS which 
would cut all LSTA funding for FY2018. ALA President Julie Todaro led six conference calls to 
ALA Division Presidents and Executive Directors, Ethnic Caucuses, Chapter Presidents, and 
ALA Council. The Washington Office also created a single web-page, www.ala.org/fight-for-
libraries, to give supporters one place for everything they could need. 

Fight for Libraries: Statements and Resources 
  
Over the last several weeks, the Public Awareness Office assisted in the crafting and 
dissemination of these American Library Association (ALA) statements:  
 

o ALA opposes new administration policies that contradict core values 
o ALA affirms support for NEH, NEA 
o ALA strongly protests rollback of protections for our nation’s transgender students 
o President’s budget proposal to eliminate federal library funding 'counterproductive 

and short-sighted' 
 
Media coverage of these statements includes the San Antonio Express coverage of Texas’ HB 
6, also known as the transgender bathroom bill; Guardian (UK) travel ban coverage;  School 
Library Journal’s coverage of the transgender rollback; and IMLS funding advocacy covered by 
the Guardian (UK). 
 
National Library Week 

The theme of the 2017 National Library Week (April 9-15, 2017) will be Libraries Transform and 
the graphics for the week will include a focus on “The Expert in the Library.” Two-time World 
Cup champion and Olympic gold medalist, author, and soccer great Julie Foudy is this year’s 
honorary chair. Thanks to a collaboration with Penguin Random House, a series of videos of 
authors discussing how libraries transformed their lives will be featured. ALA is also hosting a 
video challenge asking librarians and library workers to share their stories using a model 
featured in ALA’s Advocacy Boot Camp.  
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Celebrate Preservation Week® with ALCTS, April 23-29 
 
Excitement accompanies the presentation of Preservation Week® with honorary chair, textile 
designer and instructor Franklin Habit. This year’s theme focuses on textile preservation and 
celebrates the importance of preserving personal and community cultural heritage with 
institutions around the world. Preservation Week® brings workshops, webinars, information 
resources, and more to libraries and their communities. Visit the Preservation Week® website at 
http://www.ala.org/preservationweek for tips and tools to share. 
 
Book Club Central  
 
United for Libraries, Booklist and the ALA Public Awareness Office have worked together with 
ALA President Julie Todaro to develop, Book Club Central (BCC). Thanks to Penguin Random 
House, Sarah Jessica Parker will be the national spokesperson for BCC. Ms. Parker will join 
ALA members in Chicago in June, where she will be talking about book clubs and participating 
in a virtual ribbon cutting of Book Club Central. 
 
Symposium on the Future of Libraries  

Attendees at the 2017 American Library Association Midwinter Meeting and Exhibits, January 
20-24 in Atlanta, delved into the future of libraries, while also bringing a heightened sense of 
urgency to examining current needs and aspirations in 1,120 scheduled meetings and events. 
The emphasis on library transformation included a new three-day Symposium on the Future of 
Libraries, organized by the ALA Center for the Future of Libraries, with nearly 40 sessions 
marked by strong attendance and energetic participation. There were 8,326 registered for the 
event, including 2,916 exhibitors. Detailed coverage can be found in American Libraries and the 
show daily, Cognotes. 

Celebrate National Library Workers Day (#NLWD17) 

National Library Workers Day (NLWD) is Tuesday, April 11, 2017. It is a day for library staff, 
users, administrators and Friends groups to recognize the valuable contributions made by all 
library workers. The ALA-APA helps libraries and individuals prepare to celebrate by featuring a 
range of creative suggestions on its website (see Celebration Ideas). The National Library 
Workers Day webpage encourages friends, patrons, employers and co-workers to “Submit a 
Star” by providing a testimonial about a favorite library employee. Each testimonial (listing first 
names, library type and city/state location only) will be posted on the NLWD’s Galaxy of 
Stars page. Has your library celebrated National Library Workers Day in the past?  Is your 
library planning to recognize and honor your library workers this year?  Tell us about your plans. 
Please send your ideas and information to libraryworklife@ala.org. They will be posted in 
Library Worklife, the official newsletter of the ALA-APA. Be sure to share your celebrations on 
Twitter, using #NLWD17 and/or post to the NLWD Facebook page. For more information, visit 
the ALA-APA National Library Workers Day website . 
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ALA OFFICES 

 

  
ALA Library and Knowledge Management 
 
University of Michigan School of Information Alternative Spring Break Program 
  
Karen Muller, alumna from the University of Michigan School of Information, coordinated the 
annual visit by current students as part of the School’s Alternative Spring Break program. Six 
students worked in three units of ALA, as follows: 

• ACRL, Committee and Membership Data Analysis; Project Director: Megan Griffin 
Student: Jin Xiu Lu, pursuing a Masters in Health Informatics 

• OIF, Intellectual Freedom Roadmap; Project Director: Ellie Diaz; Student: Pallavi Gupta, 
pursuing a Master of Science in Information, Human Computer Interaction  

• OIF, OIF/UX; Project Director: Ellie Diaz; Students: Nate Bonham, pursuing a Master of 
Science in Information, Human Computer Interaction and Tim Yoo, pursuing a Master of 
Science in Information  

• American Libraries, Research and Archive; Project Director: Terra Dankowski;  
Students: Ben Rearick, pursuing a Master of Science in Information, Specialization in 
Library & Information Science; and Marcy Held, pursuing a Master of Science in 
Information, Human Computer Interaction 

  
Center for the Future of Libraries 
 
Symposium on the Future of Libraries  
 
(See highlights section) 
 
Membership Development 
 
Membership Update 
 
The total ALA membership roster at the end of February 2017 stood at 56,637 compared to 
56,993 members in January 2017, and 59,658 in February 2016 (a decrease of 5%). Student 
memberships are down 7.7% most likely due to a 25% decrease in enrollments in MLIS 
programs. However, the increase in the number of chapters participating in the joint ALA-
chapter student membership program represents a good trend. Two years ago, 26 chapters 
participated in the program; now 41 chapters are participating.  
 
Membership Categories 
 
One division (ALSC) had membership growth, and 12 round tables increased membership over 
February 2017. These include EMIERT, FAFLRT, GAMERT, GLBTRT, IFRT, LearnRT, LIRT, 
LSSIRT RMRT, SRRT, STORT, and SustainRT. Corporate membership increased from 173 to 
178, and Champion membership is stable at 25. Organizational members are down 3.6% 
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overall, and there was a 2% drop (2.32%) in the number of group memberships of Trustees and 
Friends groups.  
 
Membership Initiatives 
 
Numerous ALA-division / ALA-round table initiatives are planned and/or underway. This 
includes joint marketing and promotional programs with ALA and NMRT, ERT, ALSC, ACRL, 
ASCLA, RUSA, and United for Libraries. Membership development programs are also planned 
for increasing Life memberships, student membership, and overall retention. ALA will launch 
the “I Am ALA” web feature to promote the value of the profession and ALA membership by 
profiling “everyday” members and the work that they do as well as the "Manage my 
Membership" web page where members will be able to more easily manage and create their 
own membership experience. 
 
  
Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Service s 
(ODLOS)  
 
Project Welcome Summit 
 
On Monday, February 6, librarians and representatives from government agencies, non-
governmental organizations, and resettlement agencies from across the U.S. and around the 
world gathered in Chicago for the Project Welcome: Libraries Serving Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers Summit. Hosted by the Mortenson Center of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and the American Library Association, and funded by a grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, the day-long conference featured panel presentations, poster 
sessions, and breakout sessions focused on the challenges and opportunities of serving 
refugees and asylum seekers in libraries. 
 
Coretta Scott King Book Award Announced 
 
Congressman John Lewis and Andrew Aydin, co-authors of “March: Book Three,” and Javaka 
Steptoe, illustrator of “Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat,” are the 
winners of the 2017 Coretta Scott King Book Awards honoring African-American authors and 
illustrators of outstanding books for children and young adults. Nicola Yoon, author of “The Sun 
Is Also a Star,” is the Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent winner. The full list 
of winner and honor titles is available on the CSK Web site.  
 
Stonewall Book Awards Announced 
 
"Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard: The Hammer of Thor” by Rick Riordan, published by 
Disney Hyperion, an imprint of Disney Book Group and “If I Was Your Girl” by Meredith Russo 
and published by Flatiron Books, are the 2017 recipients of the Stonewall Book Awards – Mike 
Morgan & Larry Romans Children’s & Young Adult Literature Award, respectively. More 
information, including a full list of Winner and Honor titles can be found on the Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Round Table (GLBTRT) Web site.  
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Book Lists Highlight Notable GLBTQ and Feminist Titles for 2017 
 

• The 2017 Rainbow Book list, a project of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Round Table (GLBTRT),  announced its 2017 list, including 47 titles,  chosen by the 
committee, as well as three books selected by the Stonewall Book Awards Committee 
as Mike Morgan and Larry Romans Children’s and Young Adult Award and Honor 
books, published between July 1, 2015 and December 31, 2016. The Rainbow Books list 
is intended to aid librarians and readers in selecting high-quality books released over the 
past 18 months and may be used as a collection development or reader’s advisory tool, 
or a recommended reading list for interested librarians and patrons. 

• The 2017 Over the Rainbow Project book list, also sponsored by GLBTRT, features 
quality fiction and non-fiction books for adults. Each year, the Over the Rainbow Project 
releases its annotated bibliography to aid librarians and patrons in selecting quality 
books released over the past 18 months. This year’s list includes 46 titles, including 10 
fiction and 36 nonfiction titles, published between July 1, 2015 and December 31, 2016. 
The list covers a mix of histories, memoir, academic, and popular books, presenting 
viewpoints across the gender spectrum – gay, lesbian, trans lives. Themes were wide 
and varied, from current issues, such as conversion therapy, coming out and queer 
living, living with disability, family issues around elder care and religion, to uncovering 
and reclaiming history from the nineteenth century until the twenty-first century. 

• The Amelia Bloomer Project, a product of the ALA Social Responsibilities Round Table’s 
(SRRT) Feminist Taskforce, released its 2017 bibliography consisting of well written and 
illustrated books with significant feminist content, intended for young readers from birth 
to 18 years old. This year’s list includes 69 titles published between July 1, 2015 and 
December 31, 2016. Named for Amelia Bloomer, a pioneering 19th century newspaper 
editor, feminist thinker, public speaker and suffragist, the list features books about girls 
and women that spur the imagination while confronting traditional female stereotypes. 
 

Transcript of 2017 Martin Luther King, Jr. Call-to-Action Now Available 
During the 2017 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Observance and Sunrise Celebration at ALA 
Midwinter, Call-to-Action speaker Patricia M.Y. (Patty) Wong offered her perspective: "Dr. King’s 
words and Dr. Berry’s challenge to us bring us hope and a charge. This nation, our nation, faces 
some of the most unexpected and difficult times in our history. Our world, as we know it, has 
changed – and it might seem dramatically over night, but the change is not so sudden. The 
growing intolerance, the words of hate and violence that instills dread and fear, we see and 
experience this every day. But we cannot allow this behavior to continue. This seeming 
permission to speak or say anything without regard to fact or feeling or impact cannot be 
accepted as the new normal..." (read her full remarks here) 
 
Special Intersections Edition Celebrates Black History Month 
To mark Black History Month, ODLOS has posted a special edition of 
Intersections featuring some of the women and men in our Association who blazed trails, forged 
change, and worked tirelessly to make ALA a more equitable and inclusive home for all 
librarians. While the work is still ongoing, we stand on the shoulders of these – and many more 
– giants who brought their passion and energy to make our profession match its cherished 
ideals.
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Nicole Cooke Receives 2017 Achievement in Library Diversity Research Award 
Dr. Nicole A. Cooke, assistant professor in the iSchool at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, is the recipient of the 2017 American Library Association (ALA) Achievement in 
Library Diversity Research Honor. As part of its ongoing support of the propagation of library-
based diversity research, the Diversity Research Grants Advisory Committee – a subcommittee 
of the ALA Council Committee on Diversity – and the ALA Office for Diversity, Literacy and 
Outreach Services are pleased to recognize her for her contributions to the profession and her 
promotion of diversity within it. Achievement is defined as a body of work or a groundbreaking 
piece whose dissemination advances our understanding of or sparks new research in the areas 
of diversity. The Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services began designating this 
honor in 2004. 
 
ALA Seeks Proposals for 2017-2018 Diversity Research Grant 
 
ALA is seeking proposals for the Diversity Research Grant program. Applications may address 
any diversity-related topic which addresses critical gaps in the knowledge of diversity, equity, 
and outreach issues within library and information science. The application deadline is March 1, 
2017. Applicants must be current ALA members. The Diversity Research Grant consists of a 
one-time $2,500 award for original research. A jury of ALA members will evaluate proposals and 
select up to three awards. Grant recipients will be announced ahead of the 2017 ALA Annual 
Conference and will be expected to compile the results of their research into a paper and to 
present and publish the final product in conjunction with the American Library Association within 
the year following the completion of their research. The duration of the grant is for one year. 
 
Joint Council of Librarians of Color Names Albuquerque as site for 2018 JCLC Conference 
 
At a fundraiser during ALA's 2017 Midwinter Meeting in Atlanta, the Joint Council of Librarians 
of Color, Inc. announced the selection of Albuquerque, New Mexico as the site for the 3rd 
National Joint Conference of Librarians of Color, to be held September 26-30. 2018.   
 
Bill McKibben to Speak at Program Sponsored by SRRT, SustainRT, AILA, and APALA 
 
The ALA Social Responsibilities Round Table (SRRT), Sustainability Round Table (SustainRT), 
the American Indian Library Association (AILA), and the Asian/Pacific American Librarians 
Association (APALA) are sponsoring a program at ALA Annual Conference in Chicago on 
Saturday, June 24, featuring acclaimed author, environmentalist, and activist Bill McKibben. The 
time and location will be announced soon.  
 
CSK Launches New Blog 
 
The Coretta Scott King Book Awards Committee has launched a new blog highlighting the 
Awards' rich history and the decades’ worth of the very best in children's literature portraying the 
African American experience.  
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CSK Book Donation Grants 
 
Underfunded libraries, schools and non-traditional organizations that provide educational 
services to children are invited to apply to receive one of three Coretta Scott King Book 
Donation Grants. Awarded by the Coretta Scott King Book Awards Committee, the grant 
program provides books submitted for consideration for the Coretta Scott King Book Awards to 
libraries and other organizations to expand their collections. Each year, three organizations that 
demonstrate need and potential benefit from receiving the collection are selected. All three 
libraries will receive copies of more than 40 titles submitted for consideration for the 2017 
awards, including a full set of the 2017 winner and honor titles. 
 
 
Office for Government Relations  
(OGR) 
 
Leading the Library Community’s Response to the Proposed Elimination of IMLS  
(See highlights section) 
 
Office for Intellectual Freedom  
(OIF)  
 
Revised Challenge Reporting Form Includes Tools for Reporting Hate Crimes 
 
As reported earlier, the Office for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) has introduced a revised challenge 
reporting form that now includes tools for reporting hate crimes in libraries. OIF began to track 
hate crimes after libraries reported several incidents of vandalism and harassment targeting 
specific groups in November and December, 2016. OIF has now begun to work with the Office 
of Diversity, Literacy, and Outreach Services (ODLOS), providing ODLOS with weekly updates 
on reported hate crimes in libraries to allow ODLOS to track and respond to these incidents.  
 
OIF Presentations  
 
On February 13, Director LaRue spoke at the Illinois Library Association's legislative meet-up in 
Oak Brook, Illinois, about emerging issues, particularly the censorship of government websites. 
On February 22, he gave a talk to students and faculty at DePaul University on hate speech, 
protests, and controversial speakers. He then met with the Association of American Publishers' 
Freedom to Read Committee on March 15 to discuss coordinating the announcement of the Top 
Ten most challenged books, and how to better prepare the affected authors. On March 17, he 
spoke at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor on "Intellectual Freedom and Museums," 
discussing the institutionalization of a value in a profession, as exemplified by the Library Bill of 
Rights. Jamie then spoke on March 22-23 at the Research in Public Libraries Institute for the 
Southeast Florida Library Information Network in Miami, Florida, about the uses of data in 
decision making, and how to tell the library story. And on March 28-30, he attended the 
Computers in Libraries conference in Arlington, Virginia, to serve as a general facilitator, and to 
participate on a panel concerning open access publishing as an intellectual freedom. 
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Webinar for Delaware Division of Libraries 
 
On January 11, Jamie LaRue and OIF Deputy Director Deborah Caldwell-Stone gave a webinar 
for the Delaware Division of Libraries called “Decibels and Disruption: Free Speech in the 
Library” to address concerns about staff responses to overheard political speech and conflicts 
during public programs. 
 
Webinar Celebrates Black History Month 
 
In celebration of Black History Month, OIF and the Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF) 
sponsored a webinar, “Libraries in the Jim Crow South and a Conversation with One of the 
Tougaloo Nine,” on Thursday, February 23. The webinar featured civil rights activist Geraldine 
Hollis, author of Back to Mississippi and one of the nine Tougaloo College students arrested at 
the whites-only public library in Jackson, Mississippi, when they attempted to read books that 
were not available at the colored library. The panelists included Cheryl Knott, author of Not 
Free, Not for All: Public Libraries in the Age of Jim Crow, artist Michael Crowell and Chapel Hill 
Library Director Susan Brown. In collaboration with the IFC Privacy Subcommittee, OIF will 
present a webinar on Practical Privacy Practices on April 13  in preparation for Choose Privacy 
Week. 
 
Resolution on Access to Accurate Information 
 
In response to the recent dialogue on fake news and news literacy, the ALA Intellectual 
Freedom Committee (IFC) crafted “Resolution on Access to Accurate Information,” adopted by 
ALA Council on January 24. The resolution is based on the 2005 ALA statement  “Resolution on 
Disinformation, Media Manipulation & the Destruction of Public Information.”  The new 
resolution acknowledges the problems of fake news, personalized newsfeeds, web search 
algorithms and the delay of Freedom of Information Act requests. It states that access to 
accurate information, rather than censorship, is the best way to counter disinformation and 
media manipulation. On March 16, Palos Verdes (California) Library District’s Board of Library 
Trustees passed a resolution in support of the ALA accurate information resolution. The director 
stated that the library will issue a press release about the resolution and send it to 
Representative Ted Lieu.   
 
 
Office for Library Advocacy  
(OLA)  
 
Library Advocacy Overview 
 
The Office for Library Advocacy (OLA) works with ALA offices and divisions to proactively 
support state and local advocacy and legislative efforts, and to respond to crises around 
funding, staffing, intellectual freedom, closures, and other issues as needed. From January 
through late March, OLA worked on 37 different issues across 24 states.  
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Schools 
 
OLA continues to work with school librarians around the country and to monitor activity in other 
states. A joint ALA/AASL letter was submitted to the Board of Education in Bedford, New York, 
in late February, and OLA is happy to report that the district proposes to restore half-time 
elementary library positions in the Superintendent’s latest budget. (Work there will continue.)  In 
early March, a school district in southern Illinois withdrew a proposal to cut a high school library 
position after ALA and AASL submitted a joint letter to the school board that was presented by a 
local member; community opposition to the proposal mounted quickly. OLA met with Chicago 
school librarians to revisit their workplan in mid-March. In addition, OLA is supporting the efforts 
of librarians in Nevada to gain support for legislation that would require a school librarian in 
every public school. 
  
Legislation 
 
OLA is monitoring 12 remaining bathroom bills (four have failed), and has offered support and 
resources to states where they have been introduced. The efforts of the Texas Library 
Association around their bathroom bill, SB 6, were featured in the most recent Chapter 
Advocacy Exchange webinar. Also featured during that webinar was the successful effort by the 
Kentucky Library Association to defeat SB 48, a bill that threatened the independence of library 
boards there. OLA continues to work with Virginia to oppose multi-pronged censorship efforts 
and to defeat HB 2191. OLA recently worked with Chapter leadership to develop talking points 
and launch a joint VLA/VAASL Engage campaign, first to secure the Governor’s veto for the bill, 
and now to ensure that his veto is sustained. In coordination with Chapters and Affiliates, OLA is 
monitoring additional censorship legislation in Florida and Arkansas. 
  
Funding 
 
OLA assisted the New York and Connecticut Chapters in their efforts to secure/restore state 
funding with support through Engage, ALA statements, and letters to elected officials. 
 
Privatization 
 
After broad pushback from the community, a privatization firm has redoubled its efforts in 
Hancock County, Mississippi. ALA and PLA provided a joint letter of support for the public 
library system and are continuing to work with state and local leaders to strategize and respond. 
That same privatization firm has made inquiries in Killeen, Texas (where an earlier effort was 
rejected) and Douglas County, Oregon. OLA’s office is in contact with leadership from both 
states. 
 
 
Public Awareness Office  
(PAO)  
 
Fight for Libraries: Statements and Resources 
 
(See highlights section) 
 



 10

Media Relations Coverage 
 
More than 5,383 articles mentioning the American Library Association and its initiatives resulted 
in a circulation rate of more than 6.8 billion. Most coverage (60.39%) was positive and focused 
on ALA’s Youth Media Awards, the announcement of Book Club Central, and ALA statements. 
Approximately 34.66% of coverage was neutral and consisted of brief ALA mentions, including 
event calendar notices, or mentions within author references. Less than five percent of 
coverage positioned ALA negatively and was fueled by the association’s position on censorship 
and responses to legislative policies and Presidential Executive Orders.   
 
Media relations and the ALA Midwinter Meeting  
 
PAO reached out to more than 180 local media contacts in the Atlanta market, as well as more 
than 1,000 mainstream and library trade press members. In addition, more than 70 press 
members registered for media credentials. The PAO coordinated media interviews for ALA 
leadership during the Midwinter Meeting, including WSB-TV, Atlanta’s ABC affiliate, which 
conducted an in-studio interview with ALA President Julie Todaro for its “People 2 People” 
program. ALA Past President Courtney Young appeared live on NPR affiliate WABE’s “Closer 
Look” show, and the Atlanta Journal Constitution covered ALA’s closing session with Neil 
Patrick Harris.  
 
Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction  
 
The winners of the Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction were 
unveiled during the Midwinter Meeting. The medals, which recognize the best fiction and 
nonfiction books for adult readers, garnered media coverage from the AP, which generated 
thousands of mentions on a Google search. The story also appeared in USA Today, The New 
York Times and Fox News. 
 
ALA Youth Media Awards Announcement 
 
The announcement of the ALA’s Youth Media Awards at Midwinter received national press 
attention. The PAO secured coverage with NPR, The Washington Post, Parade, Entertainment 
Weekly, and Publishers Weekly. The AP also ran an article which reached thousands of news 
websites, blogs and publications across the country. Months of preparation went into the ALA 
Youth Media Awards announcement, including coordination with onsite audio/video vendors and 
web vendor Unikron. More than 24,500 viewers logged on to PAO’s Unikron platform, and more 
than 206,000 viewers joined via Facebook Live.  
 
ALA Youth Media Awards Social Media Traffic  
 
The ALA Youth Media Awards produced a significant amount of social media traffic. More than 
96,200 Facebook subscribers and more than 37,500 Twitter followers tracked the ALA Youth 
Media Award results live. During the announcement, the hashtag #ALAyma was a trending topic 
on Twitter with hashtags for specific awards and books also appearing as trending topics. The 
hashtag #ALAyma was mentioned more than 6,600 times over a two-hour period. Additionally, 
classrooms from across the country visited the ALA Youth Media Awards YouTube channel to 
compare their mock election results to the 2017 announcements.        
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Fight Against Fake News  
 
ALA President Julie Todaro participated in multiple interviews regarding fake news and the 
powerful work librarians do in the field of digital literacy with Education News , Vice, MTV News,  
WGBH, Huffington Post , Texas Public Radio San Antonio , Mental Floss, and Governing.   
 
National Library Week 
 
(See highlights section) 
 
Book Club Central 
 
PAO collaborated with Penguin Random House to promote Sarah Jessica Parker’s involvement 
in Book Club Central. National and international publications picked up the announcement 
including the AP, Irish News, Page Six, FOX News, Entertainment Weekly, and MSN News 
(Video). 
 
Libraries Transform 
 

• As of March 15, 2017, more than 5,400 libraries and library advocates have signed on to 
the campaign. At the Midwinter Meeting, PAO hosted a successful Libraries Transform 
training session. Thanks to suggestions by participants, the campaign toolkit now 
includes customizable table tents. PAO Director Jeff Julian presented a webinar on the 
campaign through the National Network of Libraries of Medicine. Libraries Transform 
was also featured in the American Marketing Association’s Marketing News. 

• PAO has been partnering with the Chapter Relations Office to assist state chapters and 
associations in using the campaign, including the Iowa Library Association, North Dakota 
Library Association, and Pennsylvania Library Association. Additionally, the Public 
Awareness Committee and the Chapter Relations Committee will work together on a 
subcommittee to assist chapters in using the campaign.  

• PAO conducted a survey of Libraries Transform participants. A few highlights of the 
survey include:  
o More than 75% of respondents agree that the campaign is useful in their public 

awareness and advocacy efforts.  
o More than 80% of respondents agree that the campaign tools provide value.  
o More than 80% of respondents agree they would recommend the campaign to other 

libraries. 
 
Social Media Update 
 
The Public Awareness Office implemented Sprout Social, a new social media management 
system, which will improve ALA’s ability to plan, monitor and respond to its social media 
communications. It helps ALA with smarter, faster, and more efficient social communications. 
ALA is hosting crisis communications training for its social media team on March 31. This 
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training will include a review of best practices for social media and crisis communications as it 
pertains to large member organizations like the ALA. From January 1 to March 15t  
#LibrariesTransform was used 5,135 times on Twitter, there were 427,505                                                                                                                               
Libraries Transform posts on Facebook (ALA and I Love Libraries) and 55,532 pageviews of                                                                                                                              
Iibrariestransform.org.  ilovelibraries.org had 97,999 pageviews and ilovelibraries Facebook 
posts reached 1,442,131. I Love Libraries Twitter: has 40,500 followers. ALA Facebook: 
Posts reach: 3,091,407, with 69,957 likes, and ALA Twitter: has 139,000 Followers. ALA 
Instagram: has 22,600 Followers, and ALA videos had 879 views on YouTube and 6,336 views 
on Facebook. Some sample posts: 
 
• January 10 Twitter Post 

Wearing a cardigan. #SignsYoureASuperhero http://ow.ly/fIf3307RVZH  #LibrariesTransform 
• January 17 Twitter Post 

The library is not just a resource. It's a community. http://bit.ly/libtr-21  #LibrariesTransform 
#TheDaytoHeal #LibrariesRespond 

• January 31 Facebook Post 
Libraries are America's most democratic institutions. http://bit.ly/libtr-22 #LibrariesTransform 

• March 10 Facebook Post 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer premiered 20 years ago today. #LibrariesTransform 

 
 
Public Programs Office  
(PPO)  
 
Poet Nikki Giovanni to Headline 2017 CCF Fundraiser at New American Writers Museum 

Renowned poet, activist and educator Nikki Giovanni will headline a special reception to benefit 
ALA’s Cultural Communities Fund (CCF) at the 2017 Annual Conference in Chicago. The event, 
“An Evening with Nikki Giovanni at the American Writers Museum,” will be held from 7 to 10 
p.m. on Friday, June 23, at the new American Writers Museum, 180 N. Michigan Avenue. 
Tickets are $75 for ALA members and $90 for nonmembers. All proceeds will support the 
Cultural Communities Fund. Tickets for the reception may be added to your purchase 
when registering for the conference online. For registration questions, contact PPO 
at publicprograms@ala.org. 

Response High for NASA@ My Library STEM Initiative 

PPO received 495 applications for NASA@ My Library, a STEM education initiative that will 
offer STEM learning opportunities for public library patrons, including geographic areas and 
populations currently underserved in STEM education. Applications closed on March 22, and 
the review process is currently under way. Seventy-five U.S. public libraries will be selected 
through a competitive application process to become NASA@ My Library Partners and 
participate in the 18-month project (Phase 1), with the opportunity to extend for an additional 
two-year period (Phase 2). PPO staff also traveled to Boulder, Colorado, earlier this month for 
an annual NASA@ My Library planning meeting. The project is offered by the National Center 
for Interactive Learning (NCIL) at the Space Science Institute (SSI) in partnership with ALA 
PPO, the Pacific Science Center, Cornerstones of Science, and the Education Development 
Center.  
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Great Stories Club Grantees Meet in Chicago; Advisors Plan for the Future 
 
Fifty recipients of Great Stories Club grants convened in Chicago on March 9 and 10 for an 
orientation workshop, funded by a grant from the Ford Foundation. The grantees — 
representing public libraries, alternative school libraries, and other institutions — will lead 
reading and discussion groups this spring/summer with at-risk youth in their communities, with a 
theme of “Structures of Suffering: Origins of Teen Violence and Suicide.”  At the workshop, 
grantees heard from humanities scholars, a mental health provider and other experts to prepare 
them to implement their programs. 
 
NEH Planning Grant to Create Themes and Reading Lists for New Great Stories Club Series 
 
PPO received a National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) planning grant to create themes 
and reading lists for three new Great Stories Club series. In February, PPO staff hosted a Great 
Stories Club planning meeting at Brooklyn Public Library, where an advisory group of librarians, 
humanities scholars and creative artists gathered to develop future rounds of the grant. NEH 
has supported three Great Stories Club themes since 2015. 
 
Participation in Libraries Transforming Communities: Models for Change Exceeds Expectations 
 
PPO has hosted two webinars so far as part of Libraries Transforming Communities: Models for 
Change, an IMLS-funded initiative to introduce public and academic libraries to various dialogue 
and deliberation techniques. The current series is designed for public libraries serving large or 
urban communities; later series will be designed for academic libraries and public libraries 
serving small or rural communities. Interest in the webinars has been so high that PPO 
partnered with PLA to use their webinar platform, which can accommodate more attendees. The 
webinars — “Libraries Transforming Communities: Models for Change Overview” (recorded 
2/9/17) and “Libraries Transforming Communities: Introduction to Dialogue & Deliberation” 
(recorded 3/9/17) — are available for on-demand viewing on the Programming Librarian 
website. A free in-person workshop at Annual 2017 — designed as a capstone for library 
professionals who have viewed the entire large/urban public library series — reached its 50-
person capacity in just days. In response, PPO doubled the capacity of the workshop; the 100-
person limit was also reached quickly, and a waiting list is in place.  
 
“Beyond the Racial Stalemate” Sessions Planned for Annual 2017; Sessions Full 
 
Through a collaboration with the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, attendees at Annual 2017 will 
participate in four “racial healing” sessions. In these 25-person gatherings, facilitators will lead 
participants through a process that invites storytelling, vulnerability and deep listening. The goal 
is to provide leaders with a tool currently used by hundreds of organizations to help uproot the 
flawed belief in a racial hierarchy. The program is offered by ALA PPO in partnership with 
ODLOS. Participation is free, but all four sessions are at capacity.  
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 ALA DIVISIONS 
 
American Association of School Librarians (AASL) 
 
Registration Opens for AASL National Conference 
 
Registration is now open for the AASL National Conference & Exhibition. The conference, 
themed “Beyond the Horizon,” will be held November 9-11, 2017, in Phoenix. The AASL 
National Conference is the only national conference dedicated solely to the needs of school 
librarians and their roles as educational leaders. A full list of rates and deadlines can be found 
at national.aasl.org. 
 
Andy Weir for School Libraries in New PSA 
 
A new public service announcement (PSA) featuring Andy Weir, author of the New York 
Times best-seller “The Martian,” and spokesperson for AASL’s 2017 celebration of School 
Library Month, is now available for view and download. In the PSA, Weir speaks to how school 
librarians empower learning by fostering experimentation and innovation.  
 
AASL Introduces the Inspire Disaster Recovery Grant 
 
Through the generous donation of Marina “Marney” Welmers, AASL is pleased to offer the 
Inspire Disaster Recovery Grant, a grant to support public middle or high school libraries that 
have incurred damage or hardship due to a natural disaster, fire, or an act recognized by the 
federal government as terrorism. The grant also provides funding to schools impacted by an 
increase in enrollment due to displaced/evacuee students. A total of $30,000 in funding is 
available each year. Grant amounts awarded to applicants will be dependent on several 
variables.  
 
AASL Launches Social Media Recognitions 
 
Acknowledging the role social media plays in school library promotion, the AASL is launching a 
new recognition program – Social Media Superstars. Nominated and endorsed by their peers, 
the program will recognize school library professionals who enrich the profession and its work 
on behalf of students by sharing information, expertise, ideas, encouragement, dialog and 
inspiration widely, via a variety of social media channels.  
 
New AASL Editorial Board Ready to Get Social 
 
AASL has appointed five school library professionals to serve as members of the new AASL 
social media editorial board. Editorial board members will curate and compose social media 
posts for AASL platforms.  
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Association of College and Research Libraries  
(ACRL) 
 
Loretta Parham Receives 2017 Academic/ Research Librarian of the Year Award 
 
Loretta Parham, CEO and Director of the Atlanta University Center (AUC) Robert W. Woodruff 
Library, is the 2017 Association of College and Research Libraries’ Academic/Research 
Librarian of the Year. The award, sponsored by GOBI Library Solutions from EBSCO, 
recognizes an outstanding member of the library profession who has made a significant national 
or international contribution to academic/research librarianship and library development. Highly 
respected by the library and higher education communities, Parham tirelessly worked to 
transform the Robert W. Woodruff Library, serving Clark Atlanta University, the 
Interdenominational Theological Center, Morehouse College, and Spellman College, into a 
modern 21st century research facility known for its distinctive spaces and service. Under her 
leadership, the library has become known for its outreach to students, faculty, AUC alumni, and 
the wider Atlanta community. Learn more about Parham on ACRL Insider. 
 
2017 ACRL Excellence in Academic Libraries Award Winners 
 
Miami Dade College – Learning Resources, Miami, Florida; Columbia College Chicago Library; 
and Santa Clara University Library, Santa Clara, California, are the recipients of the 2017 ACRL 
Excellence in Academic Libraries Award. Sponsored by ACRL and GOBI Library Solutions from 
EBSCO, the award recognizes the staff of a college, university, and community college library 
for programs that deliver exemplary services and resources to further the educational mission of 
the institution. Miami Dade College – Learning Resources, winner in the community college 
category, impressed the committee with its campus collaboration and marketing efforts, as well 
as its academic support. The Columbia College Chicago Library, winner of this year’s award in 
the college category, was chosen for its creative ways of engaging with the campus community. 
The Santa Clara University Library, winner in the university category, was selected for its 
transformative assessment initiatives to improve library services. Full details are on ACRL 
Insider. 
 
ACRL Board of Directors Affirms Commitment to Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, Access 
 
ACRL is unwavering in its long-standing commitment to promoting the free exchange of different 
viewpoints and ensuring privacy and confidentiality in academic libraries. ACRL will continue to 
advocate for and demand diversity, inclusion, equity, and access in our college and university 
libraries. During the 2017 ALA Midwinter Meeting, the ACRL Board of Directors discussed the 
transition of power in Washington, D.C. and the responsive protests in support of social justice, 
diversity, equity, and inclusion, happening in our nation and around the world. The Board sees 
this as an opportunity to reaffirm ACRL’s core values – visionary leadership; transformation, 
new ideas, and global perspectives; exemplary service to members; diversity, integrity, and 
transparency; continuous learning; responsible stewardship of resources; the values of higher 
education; intellectual freedom; the ALA Code of Ethics; and the Library Bill of Rights. Read the 
Board’s complete statement on ACRL Insider. 
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ACRL Statement on the Dissemination of Federal Research 
 
The ACRL Board of Directors issued a statement on the dissemination of federal research on 
February 23. The Board wishes to acknowledge the ACRL Research and Scholarly 
Environment Committee's input and work in drafting the statement. The Board believes that 
privileging political viewpoints, rather than facts, erodes our country’s values of democracy, 
liberty, and equality and that limiting the ability of scientists and other educators to communicate 
with the public jeopardizes the creation of new knowledge. It is critical to maintain open 
communication from the government to the public, especially to support efforts to enfranchise 
disadvantaged and underrepresented populations, who rely on access to publicly available 
resources to make economic and health decisions. Visit the ACRL Insider blog for the full text 
on the statement. 
 
2017 ACRL Environmental Scan Released 
 
Every two years, the ACRL Research Planning and Review Committee releases an 
environmental scan of higher education, including developments with the potential for continuing 
impact on academic libraries. The 2017 environmental scan provides a broad review of the 
current higher education landscape, with special focus on the state of academic and research 
libraries. The document builds on earlier ACRL reports, including the Top Trends in Academic 
Libraries. The 2017 environmental scan is freely available on the ACRL website (PDF). 
 
ACRL Receives Delmas Foundation Grant for RBMS Conference Scholarships 
 
The ACRL Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) has received an $8,000 grant from the 
Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation to provide scholarships for first-time attendees to the 2017 
RBMS Conference. The funding will provide a combination of full and partial scholarships for 12 
individuals to attend the conference, to be held June 20-23, 2017, in Iowa City, Iowa. Themed 
“The Stories We Tell,” the 2017 RBMS Conference focuses on storytelling as practice and 
metaphor in the mission and daily work of special collections. More information on the grant and 
RBMS Conference scholarships are on ACRL Insider.  
 
ACRL to Host Mellon / ACLS Public Fellow 
 
ACRL is pleased to announce its selection as a host organization for the American Council of 
Learned Societies (ACLS) Mellon/ACLS Public Fellows Program, a career-building fellowship 
initiative designed to expand the reach of doctoral education in the humanities. In 2017, the 
Public Fellows program will place up to 22 recent PhDs from the humanities and humanistic 
social sciences in two-year staff positions at partnering organizations in government and the 
nonprofit sector. Fellows will participate in the substantive work of these organizations and will 
receive professional mentoring, an annual stipend, and health insurance. The Public Fellow 
placed at ACRL will advance one of the association’s highest priorities by contributing to efforts 
to improve research around library contributions to student learning and success, which ties 
directly to the strategic goal that academic libraries demonstrate alignment with and impact on 
institutional outcomes. More details are on ACRL Insider. 
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ACRL and Choice Launch New App 
 
ACRL and its Choice publishing unit have announced the launch of a new mobile app. The 
ACRL-Choice app delivers to academic and research librarians the latest collection and 
professional development content, along with ACRL and Choice news and information, in one 
accessible, mobile-friendly format. Freely available and continuously updated, the new ACRL-
Choice app offers features, including a wide range of news and information from ACRL and 
Choice. Accessible on Apple and Android tablets and phones, the ACRL-Choice app is 
available for download on the App Store and Google Play. 
 
Choosing to Lead: The Motivational Factors of Underrepresented Minority Librarians in Higher 
Education 
 
ACRL released Choosing to Lead: The Motivational Factors of Underrepresented Minority 
Librarians in Higher Education, edited by Antonia P. Olivas, Ed.D, in February. Choosing to 
Lead takes a positive inquiry approach by providing first-hand accounts of success stories, best 
practices, and practical advice from a collection of diverse authors. Instead of looking at 
academic library “failures” when it comes to diversifying the leadership workforce, this book 
highlights what’s going right and how to implement it across the profession. It offers an 
emphasis on building strengths and fully leveraging one’s interests, behaviors, and passions, 
while never ignoring or deemphasizing the prevailing challenges that exist for diverse LIS 
professionals who wish to advance their leadership skills. Choosing to Lead: The Motivational 
Factors of Underrepresented Minority Librarians in Higher Education is available for purchase in 
print and as an ebook through the ALA Online Store. 
 
The First-Year Experience Cookbook 
 
ACRL recently published The First-Year Experience Cookbook, edited by Raymond Pun and 
Meggan Houlihan. This new addition to the ACRL Cookbook series compiles lessons and 
techniques for academic librarians to adapt, repurpose, and implement in their libraries. First-
year students face many challenges in adjusting to university life, including making the most of 
the university library. Librarians are constantly addressing student misconceptions about 
libraries and locating information, and have been working hard to reach first-year students and 
create high-impact practices in student retention. The First-Year Experience Cookbook is 
available for purchase through the ALA Online Store. 
 
Students Lead the Library: The Importance of Student Contributions to the Academic Library 
 
ACRL released Students Lead the Library: The Importance of Student Contributions to the 
Academic Library, edited by Sara Arnold-Garza and Carissa Tomlinson, this winter. The book 
features case studies of programs and initiatives that seek student input, assistance, and 
leadership in the library. In six parts—Students as Employees, Students as Curators, Students 
as Ambassadors, the Library as Client, Student Groups as Library Leaders, and Students as 
Library Designers—Students Lead the Library gives practical perspectives and best practices 
for implementing these kinds of initiatives in ways that can be easily adopted to fit many 
different needs and circumstances. Students Lead the Library: The Importance of Student 
Contributions to the Academic Library is available for purchase in print and as an ebook through 
the ALA Online Store. 
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Curating Research Data 
 
ACRL published the two-volume Curating Research Data set, edited and authored by Lisa R. 
Johnston, this January. These volumes present those tasked with long-term stewardship of 
digital research data, a blueprint for how to curate those data for eventual reuse. Volume One, 
Practical Strategies for Your Digital Repository, explores the concepts of research data and the 
types and drivers for establishing digital data repositories. Volume Two, A Handbook of Current 
Practice, looks across the data lifecycle and into the practical strategies and techniques for 
curating research data in a digital repository setting. Curating Research Data is available for 
purchase in print through the ALA Online Store.  
 
Global Perspectives on Information Literacy Paper 
 
ACRL’s Student Learning and Information Literacy Committee (SLILC) announces the 
publication of a new white paper, Global Perspectives on Information Literacy: Fostering a 
Dialogue for International Understanding. The paper includes chapters written by information 
literacy experts from around the world, including Africa, Canada, Europe, Oceania, Asia, Latin 
America, and the Middle East, and seeks to share individual international perspectives that 
demonstrate how information literacy is viewed, taught, and conceptualized internationally. 
Global Perspectives on Information Literacy: Fostering a Dialogue for International 
Understanding is freely available on the ACRL website (PDF). 
 
Choice Reviews Reaches 200,000 Reviews 
 
Twenty-eight years after its launch, the Choice Reviews database recently marked the 
publication of its 200,000th review. The premier source for reviews of academic books, digital 
media, and Internet resources in higher education, Choice Reviews is a publication of ACRL. 
Updated continuously in real time, Choice Reviews provides subscribers with immediate access 
to a comprehensive archive of reviews representing a quarter-century of scholarship. The 
200,000th review, written by Carol Jamison of Armstrong Atlantic State University, is of An Old 
English History of the World, edited and translated by Malcolm Godden and published by 
Harvard. 
 
Keeping Up With... Academic Advising 
 
The latest edition of Keeping Up With…, ACRL’s online current awareness publication featuring 
concise briefs on trends in academic librarianship and higher education, is now available. The 
latest issue features a discussion of Academic Advising by Ashleigh D. Coren. ACRL is 
currently accepting topic suggestions for future editions of Keeping Up With… Visit the Keeping 
Up With…website for more information. 
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Association for Library Collections & Technical Ser vices  
(ALCTS) 
 
Celebrate Preservation Week® with ALCTS, April 23-29 
 
(See highlights section) 
 
ALCTS and LLAMA Speaker Presents the Business of Social Impact 
 
Dorri McWhorter, CEO of the YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, is the featured speaker at the 
President’s Program of the Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (ALCTS) 
and the Library Leadership and Management Association (LLAMA). The President’s Program 
“The Business of Social Impact: Creating a World Where Everyone Has Value” will be held at 
10:30 a.m. on Monday, June 26, 2017 during the American Library Association Annual 
Conference. Businesses and their role in society are often defined by an organizations’ tax 
status as a “for profit” or “non-profit.”  However, every business is a social enterprise, whether 
they know it or not, and has a role to advance society. With social entrepreneurship on the rise, 
the convergence of for profit and non-profit business models is imminent. In her presentation, 
McWhorter asks “How do we create social impact and a world where everyone has value?” 
 
ALCTS Exchange Invited Speakers Announced 
 
The ALCTS Exchange is a celebration of excellence at the intersections of libraries, collection 
management, acquisitions, metadata and cataloging, preservation, and technology. This fully 
online event will offer synchronous and asynchronous opportunities for learning and 
engagement. Participants from diverse areas of librarianship will find the four days of 
presentations, panels, and activities, both thought-provoking and highly relevant to their current 
and future career paths: 
 

• May 9 – New Roles, New Workflows  
• May 11 – Creative Problem Solving  
• May 16 – Creating Connections with User Communities  
• May 18  – Building Skills to Prepare for the Future 

 
Invited speakers include Mizuko Ito, a cultural anthropologist of technology use, examining 
children and youth’s changing relationships to media and communications and Trevor A. 
Dawes, vice provost for libraries and museums and May Morris Librarian at the University of 
Delaware.  
 
ALCTS Virtual Preconference Coming in June 
 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Metadata, a virtual preconference coming in June, will bring 
the conference experience to you. This two-day (June 6-7) virtual preconference explores 
developing methods to encourage the creation of metadata that represents diverse points of 
view. 
 

• Session 1: Outreach and Inclusivity in Digital Libraries and Institutional Repositories 
o Digital Project as Community Outreach: A New Way of Approaching Metadata 
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o Doing Justice to the Humanities: Increasing Inclusivity with More Specific Subject 
Description 
 

• Session 2: Metadata Creation and Remediation in Zine and Digital Library Collections 
o Towards Counter-Cultural Competencies: Mutual Metadata Creation and the 

Zine Union Catalog Project 
o We Don’t Use Those Words Anymore: Describing Yesterday’s News Today 

 
Registration is open, so sign up early to make sure you get a spot. 
 
ALCTS Offers Two Preconferences at ALA Annual in Chicago 
 
Two preconferences are coming your way during this year's American Library Association 
Annual Conference from the Association for Library Collections and Technical Services. Join 
colleagues on Friday, June 23, for these events. Register through the 2017 ALA Annual 
Conference website. 
 

• Building Successful Digital Programs at Small Institutions  
Have you wanted to create a digital collection at your institution, but believe you lack the 
resources and know-how?  This preconference is designed to help smaller institutions 
with limited resources begin or reinvigorate a digitization program that will endure. Four 
presentations will focus on each step in the digital lifecycle, including selection, metadata 
creation, access, and digital preservation. 
  

• Cataloging and Metadata for the Web: Meeting the User Where They Are 
How can catalogers and metadata specialists use their skills to increase the libraries’ 
presence on the web?  Based on his Library Technology Report, Ted Fons will discuss 
ways in which we can expose services and content on the open web right now, meeting 
users where they are. 

 
 
Association for Library Service to Children   
(ALSC) 
 
ALSC Board Approves 2017-2020 Strategic Plan 
 
ALSC has adopted a new three-year Strategic Plan for 2017-2020, which includes: 1) an 
updated vision statement; 2) affirmation of ALSC’s core values; 3) focused strategic directions 
and areas of strategic action; and 4) a set of objectives in each area of strategic action, 
delineated by sphere of transformation.  
 
ALSC Receives GLBTRT Award for Political Activism 

In February, ALSC was named the recipient of ALA’s Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Round Table Award for Political Activism for its efforts to stand for nondiscrimination. ALSC 
canceled its 2016 National Institute, scheduled to be held in North Carolina, due to repeal of all 
GLBT-inclusive nondiscrimination ordinances throughout the state. 
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ALSC/AASL Collaborative Community Forum 
 
On Thursday March 23, ALSC, in collaboration with our partner division, the American 
Association of School Librarians (AASL), held its quarterly Community Forum on Digital Literacy 
and Digital Citizenship for Children in Libraries. There was a rich exchange of ideas on 
techniques for teaching media literacy to children in the library, working with classroom 
teachers, and negotiating the evolving landscape of information delivery. An archived webcast 
and transcript are available on the ALSC website. 
 
National Día Program Registry 
 
Día program coordinators have started entering programs that will take place nationwide in 
2017. Día—El día de los libros, El día de los niños/Children’s Day, Book Day—will culminate on 
April 30, as it does each year. The National Día Program Registry is available for use by 
librarians and community partners. Additionally, beautiful and customizable web badges and a 
poster are now available for free download. Learn more about Día and all its free resources!  
 
Take the "Path to Youth Library Leadership" Survey 
 
ALSC's Emerging Leaders Team invites you to take a short survey to help it in studying the 
potential for new pathways to library leadership for youth and school librarians. Leadership for 
this survey is defined as the career roles of manager, director, supervisor, etc. The team will 
present its research and findings in a paper to be released in late June. Hurry!  The survey 
submission deadline is April 7. 
 
ALSC/PLA Release New ECRR Toolkit 
 
The new Every Child Ready to Read -- Toolkit for Serving Early Childhood Educators is now 
available. Aimed at public library staff as a how-to manual for training early childhood educators, 
the kit includes a basic workshop with options for expansion and/or design of additional 
workshops specific to the needs of a community. PowerPoint presentations, instructions, 
planning worksheets, handouts, booklists, evaluation forms, and resource lists are also 
provided.  
 
Host Site Application for 2018 Arbuthnot Lecture are Open  
 
The 2018 Arbuthnot Honor Lecture Committee is now accepting applications to host the 49th 
May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture featuring National Book Award recipient and four-time 
Newbery medal honoree Naomi Shihab Nye. Host site applications are due May 15.  
 
The Mismatched Pairs: Paired Nonfiction and Fiction for Tweens Booklist  
 
ALSC’s School-Age Programs and Services Committee created the Mismatched Pairs: Paired 
Nonfiction and Fiction for Tweens Booklist as a resource for librarians to encourage this age 
group to explore nonfiction works by connecting them with fiction titles with similar themes. 
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Working Together for Justice Booklist 
 
The Working Together for Justice Booklist is a complement to the Unity. Kindness. Peace. 
Booklist.  Both lists provide a variety of titles that can serve as a discussion starter for librarians 
to talk with children and caregivers about children’s perceptions of their communities as a result 
of the 2016 Presidential Election 
 
2018 Bechtel Fellowship Applications Open 
 
The ALSC Special Collections and Bechtel Fellowship committee has opened applications for 
the Louise Seaman Bechtel fellowship. Applications and supporting materials are due by 
November 1. The Fellowship provides a $4,000 grant to a qualified children’s librarian to spend 
a total of four weeks or more reading and studying at the Baldwin Library of Historical Children's 
Literature of the George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville. 
 
2018 ALSC Distinguished Service Award Applications Open 
 
The ALSC Distinguished Service Award committee is now accepting online nominations for the 
2018 Distinguished Service Award. Nominations and supporting materials will be due by 
December 1, 2017. This award honors an individual member of the Association for Library 
Service to Children who has made significant contributions to, and an impact on, library service 
to children and/or ALSC. The recipient receives $2,000 and an engraved pin at the ALSC 
Membership Meeting during ALA Annual Conference. 
 
Spring Online Courses 
 
ALSC’s Spring online courses begin April 3. Students had the choice of four different course 
offerings: Demonstrating ALSC Competencies, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) Programs Made Easy, or Storytelling with Puppets. STEM Programs Made Easy and 
Storytelling with Puppets are eligible for CEU credits. 
 
Webinars 
 
ALSC is currently offering a two-part webinar around Exploring Similarity and Embracing 
Difference on April 18 and 27. ALSC is also offering a webinar titled How Libraries Can Use 
Literature to Support Family Engagement in Children’s Social and Emotional Learning that will 
take place on May 4. Additionally, a three-part series from the Managing Children’s Services 
Committee beginning this fall will cover Strategic Planning, Program Evaluation, and Employee 
Engagement. 
 
Continuing Education Proposals 
 
The ALSC Education Committee is always considering new courses and webinars to add to 
ALSC’s growing online education offerings. Members interested in teaching need to fill out an 
online application and provide a copy of their resume, teaching references, and a course 
syllabus (not needed for webinars). The Education Committee will be selecting proposals on a 
rolling basis to allow for courses to be added multiple times throughout the year 
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2017 ALSC Professional Award Winners Announced 
 

• ALSC/Baker & Taylor Summer Reading Grant  
Nevada County Community Library will use grant funds to reinvent summer reading by 
creating an educational and engaging program that revolves around STEAM.  

• ALSC Distinguished Service Award  
As one of the most influential and forward thinking Youth Services Directors in the world 
of public libraries, Ellen Fader has made a lasting impact on a national level.  

• Light the Way Grant  
With this grant, The Crozer and Middletown Libraries’ shared goal of expanding outreach 
and programming offerings for young people in juvenile detention centers will benefit 
greatly in the launching of a mobile Makerspaces program in 2017  

• Maureen Hayes Award  
Through a partnership with several different organizations including the New Hanover 
County Public Library, Snipes Academy of Arts & Design will use the funds to host 
Christian Robinson for a two-day visit.  

• Bookapalooza Grant 
The Association for Library Services to Children (ALSC) has awarded the 2017 
Bookapalooza Program to three libraries: Gay-Kimball Library, Keene, NH; 
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Toppenish, WA; and Lewiston 
Public Library, Lewiston, NY .   

• Louise Seaman Bechtel Fellowship 
The Bechtel Fellowship Committee has awarded the 2017 Louise Seaman Bechtel 
Fellowship to Angela Reynolds.     

 
Annual Conference Preview 
 

• (Charlemae Rollins) President’s Program: Plugging into the Digital Age: Libraries 
Engaging and Supporting Families with Today’s Literacy. On Monday, June 26, the 
program will feature how digital technology impacts all areas of life: brain development, 
learning styles, and interpersonal relationships. This program will provide attendees with 
innovative ways for librarians to enhance their professional development and grow into 
their role as media mentors for children and caregivers. 

• ALSC PREconference: Perceive. Rise. Engage: Celebrate the 2017 ALSC Honor Books 
will be held on Friday, June 23 from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Along with authors, 
illustrators, and publishers, the 2017 honor books will be celebrated and explored.  

• The Pura Belpré Award Celebración, will take place on Sunday, June 25, 2017 from 1:00 
– 3:00 p.m. Please join the winning authors and illustrators in an unforgettable event, 
una fiesta maravillosa, where the 2017 Medal winners and honorees will be honored.  

• The ALSC Awards Presentation will take place on Monday, June 26, 2017 from 8:30 – 
10:00 a.m. The Batchelder, Carnegie, Geisel, and Sibert Awards will be presented, and 
the ALSC membership meeting will follow from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
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Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies  
(ASCLA)
 
Library Standards for Serving People who are Blind or Physically Handicapped 

The second draft of the revision of the library standards for serving people who are blind or 
physically handicapped is now available. Please submit comments.  
 
ASCLA and FAFLRT Merger Open Forum 
 
An open forum for members of both organizations to learn about these two groups in 
anticipation of a possible merger was held on Tuesday, February 14. The ASCLA president, 
Michael Golrick, and Federal and Armed Forces Libraries Round Table (FAFLRT) chair, Karl 
Debus-Lopez, provided information about both organizations, gave a synopsis of the current 
situation, outlined what a merged unit would look like, and discussed future steps. 
 
 
Library and Information Technology Association  
(LITA) 
 
LITA at the Annual Conference 2017 
 
LITA has a stellar line-up of sessions at this year’s Annual Conference: 
 

• We Are the Sum of Our Stories (Sunday, June 25, 4:30-5:30 p.m.)  LITA President 
Aimee Fifarek welcomes Kameron Hurley, author of the essay collection The Geek 
Feminist Revolution, as well as the award-winning God’s War Trilogy and The 
Worldbreaker Saga. In this thought-provoking talk, Hurley will discuss how curated 
content is shaping not only the stories we tell about ourselves, but the realities we live in 
and how librarians and other information professionals can help shape these narratives. 
She will discuss propaganda (“fake news”), the rise of far-right internet culture into the 
mainstream, and how cyber wars now rely more on hacking our narratives than our 
computers. 

 
 

• LITA Imagineering Author Panel (Saturday, June 24, 1:00-2:30 p.m.)  Generation Gap: 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Authors Look at Youth and Technology. Librarians face the 
challenge of adapting services and technologies to new generations of users. Each new 
group expects that its attitudes and beliefs about technology, privacy, and a host of other 
issues will be served. How can these desires of tomorrow reconcile with the technology 
of today. Science fiction and Fantasy literature have often served as a method for 
examining these generational expectations, viewing them as resulting in anything from 
peaceful co-existence to fraught conflict. Join LITA, the Imagineering Interest Group, and 
Tor Books as a panel of Science Fiction and Fantasy authors discuss how their work can 
help explain and bridge these generational gaps, as well as what it takes for a literary 
work to gain crossover appeal for both youth and adults. This year's line-up is slated to 
include: Cory Doctorow , Annalee Newitz (founder of io9) , V.E. Schwab and Susan 
Dennard 
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• LITA’s Top Tech Trends (Sunday, June 25, 1:00-2:30 p.m.). LITA's premier program on 

changes and advances in technology. Panelists will describe changes and advances in 
technology that they see having an impact on the library world, and suggest what 
libraries might do to take advantage of these trends. Speakers include: Margaret Heller, 
Loyola University Chicago, Emily Almond, Georgia Public Library Service, Marshall 
Breeding, Independent Consultant, Vanessa Hannesschläger, Austrian Centre for Digital 
Humanities/Austrian Academy of Sciences, Jenny Jing, Brandeis University Library, 
Veronda Pitchford, Reaching Across Illinois Library System (RAILS) and Tara Radniecki, 
University of Nevada, Reno. 
 

• LITA is also hosting a special AdaCamp Unconference on Friday, June 23, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m., at Northwestern University for the low registration fee of $25. This one-day 
LITA preconference at ALA Annual in Chicago will allow female-identifying individuals 
employed in various technological industries an opportunity to network with others in the 
field and to collectively examine common barriers faced. Participants will have the 
opportunity to propose lightning rounds and session proposals on a variety of topics 
such as salary negotiation, creating inclusive job postings, and getting involved in open 
source software development. The opening session, led by Margaret Heller, will address 
imposter syndrome, the feeling that you aren’t actually qualified for the work you are 
doing and will be discovered as a fraud. Evviva Weinraub will be facilitator for the day. 
 

• Plus 17 other programs, LITA Happy Hour (Sunday, June 25, 6:00-8:00 p.m.), several 
discussion groups, and more. Find information about all of LITA's Annual events on the 
website. 

  
Patron Privacy Checklists 
 
Volunteers from LITA’s Patron Privacy Interest Group worked with the ALA Intellectual Freedom 
Committee’s Privacy Subcommittee to create a set of seven checklists intended to help libraries 
of all capacities take practical steps to implement the principles that are laid out in the ALA 
Library Privacy Guidelines. Each checklist is organized into three priority groups. Priority 1 
contains actions that hopefully all libraries can take to improve privacy practices. Priority 2 and 
Priority 3 actions may be more difficult for libraries to implement depending on their technical 
expertise, available resources, and organizational structure. 
 

1.    Overview 
2.    Data Exchange Between Networked Devices and Services 
3.    E-book Lending and Digital Content Vendors 
4.    Library Management Systems / Integrated Library Systems 
5.    Library Websites, OPACs, and Discovery Services 
6.    Public Access Computers and Networks 
7.    Students in K-12 Schools 

 
With the U.S. Senate’s recent vote to allow internet providers to sell consumer data without 
permission, using https on your library’s website to protect patron data has become even more 
important. These checklists can help you assess where your library is regarding patron privacy 
and what you need to work on next. 
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Statement on Diversity 
 
To guide LITA’s expanding work around this issue, LITA’s new Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee released a Statement on Diversity for use by the Board, staff, and all LITA 
committees & interest groups. “These schemas will allow us to identify and better serve our 
community by grounding relevant programming, discourse, education, and professional 
development opportunities in this rhetoric. The frameworks can then be used to contextualize 
and potentially identify ways in which LITA might work to acknowledge them in programmatic 
efforts.” 
  
Personas Report 
 
At its 2017 Midwinter Meeting, the LITA Board accepted the final report submitted by the 
Personas Task Force. The group’s goal was to better capture the varied interests, needs, and 
expectations of current, future, and past LITA members. Nine personas were developed as a 
tool that will help LITA create and refine tangible benefits and actionable strategies that directly 
address those interests, needs, and expectations. In February 2017, the LITA Board asked LITA 
committees and interest groups to select and rank three LITA member personas that are most 
relevant to them and to submit a concrete action suggestion(s) they would like to pursue. This 
will allow the Board to collect concrete use case scenarios for these personas and review them 
in relation to the LITA 2016-2018 Strategic Plan. The Board plans to select, prioritize, and 
implement high-impact use cases and will continue to rely on the personas in order to improve 
the overall experience for LITA members. Read more details about the project on the LITA Blog.  
The full report is available online (PDF). 
  
Recent Posts from the LITA Blog 
 
The LITA Blog is a source for information and ideas about technologies and trends in all types 
of libraries: Some recent posts of include: 
 

• Getting Rid of Distractions  
• The Space Age: Library as Location  
• Meet the Book Pirates. 
• Library Life with Universal Translators  

 
Library Leadership and Management Association  
(LLAMA) 
 
LLAMA Webinars 
 
“Learning and Leading Together Toward the Future of Libraries,” on March 29, at 12:00 – 1:00 
p.m. (Central). This free webinar, featured Miguel Figueroa, and was part of an ongoing series 
highlighting thought leaders from a wide variety of libraries. 
 
“Data Design Made Simple,” was held on March 16. “Slide Design Made Simple,” on April 6, will 
present basic design skills that will help participants increase their competency in 
communication skills, one of LLAMA’s 14 foundational leadership competencies. 
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“Are we there yet? How to Keep Organizational Momentum Going After the Excitement of 
Change Is Over,” was held on March 22. This webinar provided practical information about the 
day to day decision making and concrete activities required to achieve and sustain 
organizational change. 
 
 
Public Library Association   
(PLA) 
 
PLA Forms EDI Task Force 
 
At the 2017 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Atlanta, the PLA Board approved the creation of a PLA 
Task Force on Equity, Diversity and Inclusion. Co-chaired by Richard Kong, Director, Skokie 
(Illinois) Public Library and Amita Lonial, Principal Librarian, San Diego (California) County 
Library, the task force has been charged with developing a strategic and coordinated approach 
for PLA related to issues of equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI).  
 
PLA and ALSC Develop New Toolkit for Training Early Childhood Educators 
 
In February, PLA and ALSC released Every Child Ready to Read® (ECRR) @ your library® 
Toolkit for Serving Early Childhood Educators. This publication provides tools for public library 
staff to train early childhood educators, including licensed home child care providers, child care 
center staff, Head Start teachers, and preschool teachers. The toolkit contains customizable 
PowerPoint presentations, instructions, planning worksheets, handouts, booklists, evaluation 
forms, resources lists and more. It is available for purchase through the ALA Store for $99.  
 
PLA and Cox Communications Partner to Narrow Digital Divide 
 
In February, PLA and Cox Communications announced a new partnership that will strengthen 
and expand their shared commitment to connecting low-income students and their families with 
technology, providing a stronger foundation for success. Through this new partnership, more 
low-income families will have access to digital literacy training and resources in their local 
libraries and online at www.digitallearn.org. Pilot deployments of enhanced digital literacy training 
and resources for library patrons and families will be offered at Topeka & Shawnee County 
(Kansas) Public Library, Pima County (Arizona) Public Library, and East Baton Rouge Parish 
(Louisiana) Library. In all Cox markets across the company’s 18-state footprint, Cox and the 
local libraries will collaborate on digital literacy and internet adoption initiatives, including an 
advertising campaign on Cox’s cross-channel cable lineup.  
 
PLA Awards Recognize 12 Individuals and Public Libraries 
 
PLA has announced the winners of 12 awards honoring the best in public library service, 
innovation and outreach in 2017. Award winners will be recognized on June 24, at the PLA 
Member Welcome Breakfast at the 2017 ALA Annual Conference. The 2017 PLA award 
winners are listed below. 
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• Allie Beth Martin Award: Maureen Millea Smith, Librarian, Hennepin County (Minnesota) 
Public Library 

• Baker & Taylor Entertainment Audio Music / Video Product Award: East Berlin 
(Pennsylvania) Community Library 

• Charlie Robinson Award: Valerie Gross, President & CEO, Howard County (Maryland) 
Library System 

• Demco New Leaders Travel Grants: Jane Blue, Branch Librarian, Andrews (North 
Carolina) Public Library; April Hernandez, Director, Lincoln (Kansas) Library; and Daniel 
Ng, Adult Programming Librarian, Fresno County (California) Public Libraries 

• EBSCO Excellence in Rural Library Service Award: David A. Howe (New York) Public 
Library 

• Gordon M. Conable Award: Vanessa Strange, Librarian, Spokane County (Washington) 
Library District 

• John Iliff Award: Charles Pace, Executive Director, Gwinnett County (Georgia) Public 
Library 

• Romance Writers of America Library Grant: Philipsburg (Montana) Public Library 
• Upstart Innovation Award: Brampton Library - Brampton, Ontario, Canada 

 
 
Reference and User Services Association  
(RUSA) 
 
Literary Tastes 
 
Two award winning authors have been confirmed for our Literary Tastes event. Dion Graham, 
award-winning audiobook narrator and Gregg Hurwitz, author of “Orphan X” – will speak at 
Literary Tastes.  
 
RUSA Achievement Award Winners 
 
RUSA achievement awards winners are currently being announced, including the STARS Atlas 
Systems Mentoring Awards, BRASS SimplyMap Student Travel Award,  Virginia Boucher-OCLC 
Distinguished ILL Librarian Award, Isadore Gilbert Mudge Award, and the Morningstar Public 
Librarian Support Award. Please see the complete list at the link above. 
 
 
United for Libraries: The Association for Library T rustees & Advocates  
(UNITED) 
 
Book Club Central  
 
(See highlights section) 
 
Retirement for UNITED’s Executive Director 
 
Executive Director Sally Gardner Reed will be retiring in August, 2017. The search for her 
successor is underway and a new Executive Director is expected to be named in April. 
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100% Participation in a 2017 Personal Giving Campaign  
 
The Board and Staff had 100% participation in a 2017 personal giving campaign bringing in 
nearly $5,000. United will engage in a membership giving campaign in April, 2017. 
 
 
Young Adult Library Services Association  
(YALSA) 
 
Amp Up Your STEM Game 
 
Last month YALSA published Top Reads: STEM and Making. This compilation of the best 
articles, blog posts, and other resources is available for $29 as a digital download. ALA/YALSA 
members get a 10% discount. This quick read is full of tested ideas that can be implemented at 
your own library.  
 
Your Web Links to YALSA Book Awards and Lists 
 
In January YALSA launched the Teen Book Finder Database, which is a free, fully searchable 
site containing titles from all YALSA’s book awards and selected lists. This site is replacing all 
the web pages on the ala.org/yalsa/booklists part of YALSA’s web site, except for the current 
year’s nominations and latest winners. If you have bookmarked these pages on your library’s 
site, please change those to the database: http://booklists.yalsa.net/. The old web pages will 
only be available until May 1.  
 
Summer Learning Resources 
 
As you prepare for summer learning activities, don’t forget to check out the free resources and 
discussion forms. Access free on-demand webinars, download a free teen summer intern toolkit 
and more. 
 
Unleash Your Story 
 
That’s the theme for the 2017 Teen Read Week™, which will be held October 9 – 14. Beginning 
April 10, visit www.ala.org/teenread for ready-to-use resources and grant applications. 
 
Speak up for Teens & Libraries! 
 
The White House budget released in March calls for the elimination of the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services and all the federal funding earmarked for the nation’s libraries. There are 
many ways for you to take action as a library worker and as a private citizen.  
 
Upcoming YALSA Activities & Events    
• April 1, registration opened for the 2017 YA Services Symposium,  
• April 8 – 23, meet with your Congress members to advocate for libraries and teens,  
• April 9 - 15, Teen Read Week™ site launches and Teens’ Top Ten nominees announced,  
• April 20, Teen Driven Community Engagement webinar,  
• May 1, deadline to apply for a set of Teens’ Top Ten nominees,  
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• May 2, National Library Legislative Day  
• May 18, Restorative Approaches to Behavior Management webinar,  
• June 1, deadline to apply for Teen Read Week™ Resource grants,  
• June 1, deadline to apply for travel grants to the 2017 YA Services Symposium,  
• June 1, deadline to submit a paper proposal and request for travel stipend for the 2018 

Midwinter Meeting 
• June 24 – 27, ALA Annual Conference   

  
For more events and information, visit YALSA’s wiki or Google calendar  
 

 
 

ALA PUBLISHING 
 
ALA Editions 
 
New Books from ALA Editions and ALA Neal-Schuman 
  
Some of the new professional development books published include A Basic Music Library: 
Essential Scores and Sound Recordings, Fourth Edition, Volume 1: Popular Music, Compiled by 
the Music Library Association; The Readers' Advisory Guide to Graphic Novels, Second Edition, 
by Francisca Goldsmith; The Makerspace Librarian's Sourcebook, Edited by Ellyssa Kroski 
(ALA Editions), and Fundamentals of Electronic Resources Management, by Alana Verminski & 
Kelly Marie Blanchat; Leading for School Librarians: There Is No Other Option, by Hilda K. 
Weisburg; and Collaborating with Strangers: Facilitating Workshops in Libraries, Classes, and 
Nonprofits, by Bess G. de Farber, April Hines, and Barbara J. Hood (ALA Neal-Schuman). For a 
full listing of titles including books, online workshops, and eCourses, visit the ALA Store. 
  
New Spring/Summer Catalog 
 
The Spring/Summer 2017 catalog of new and best-selling titles was mailed and started arriving 
in mailboxes in mid-March.       www.alastore.ala.org 
  
 
American Libraries 
 
March/April Issue 
 
American Libraries magazine’s March/April issue features a cover package on the future of 
libraries, including an article by Miguel Figueroa, director of ALA’s Center for the Future of 
Libraries; a piece about the ALA Leadership Institute; and a look at the latest class of Emerging 
Leaders.  
 
Top Stories Online 
 
The top stories online included: 

• Fighting Fake News  
• Library Cats Leave Some Sneezing, Others Feline Fine 
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• ALA Opposes New Administration Policies That Contradict Core Values  

AL Social Media Highlights 
 
American Libraries social media now has 61,000 Twitter followers and nearly 13,000 Facebook 
followers. 
 
AL Direct 
 
Since January 6, the top three story clicks were: 

• School librarian sleuth tracks down student “hackers” (1,260 clicks) 
• Relevant dystopian novels (1,241) 
• Arkansas bill would ban books by Howard Zinn in schools (1,199 clicks) 

Dewey Decibel Podcast 
 
AL’s Dewey Decibel podcast continues to grow and gain listeners with each monthly episode. 
Recent episodes have featured segments on the Youth Media Awards (702 listens), Star Wars–
themed library programs (833), and love in the library world (635), including a segment on the I 
Love My Librarian Award. 
 
 

ALA-APA 

 

Celebrate National Library Workers Day (#NLWD17) 

(See highlights section). 


