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Resolution on Library Service for Children in Detention at Migrant Detention Centers
Whereas, Article V of the Library Bill of Rights states that “A person’s right to use a library should not be
denied or abridged because of origin, age, background, or views”;
Whereas, ALA passed a resolution on Improving Access to Spanish, Bilingual, and Books in Various
Language for Children in Detention Centers1;
Whereas, ALA passed a resolution in 2018 denouncing the separation of migrant children from their parents2;
Whereas, ALA asserts a compelling public interest in the preservation of intellectual freedom for individuals of
any age held in jails, prisons, detention facilities, juvenile facilities, immigration facilities, prison work camps,
and segregated units within any facility, whether public or private3;
Whereas, conditions in family and child detention centers are substandard and not adequate for the care of
children including limited access to education, recreation, healthcare, and basic requirements for health,
warmth, and personal sanitation4;
Whereas, unclear, inconsistent, or unnecessarily stringent library policies regarding documentation of identity
and home address can present barriers to providing library accounts to detained or migrant populations;
Whereas, many historians, policy makers, and public figures have begun to use the term “concentration
camps” to describe these locations5;
Whereas, Storytime has a positive impact on the mental health and wellbeing of refugee children, reducing
instances of toxic stress6; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, that the American Library Association
1. Denounces the existence of family and youth detention centers;
2. Denounces the ongoing deplorable conditions in family and youth detention centers;
3. Denounces the removal of educational and recreational programming, such as storytimes, from youth
detention centers and calls for the reestablishment of these programs;
4. Urges libraries with detention centers in or near their service areas to reach out to and work with local
authorities, schools, and governmental support agencies;
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5. Strongly encourages libraries to perform outreach and provide access to materials for both education
and entertainment in a variety of formats and media in as many languages as possible as appropriate
for the populations being served;
6. Strongly encourages libraries and library workers to provide services to migrant families and reexamine
their policies to resolve any barriers to access presented to the access to services.
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