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Resolution on Renaming the Melvil Dewey Medal 
 
Whereas the American Library Association awards the Melvil Dewey Medal to recognize librarians for 
achievement for recent creative leadership of high order;1 
 
Whereas Melvil Dewey did not permit Jewish people, African Americans, or other minorities admittance 
to the resort owned by Dewey and his wife;2 
 
Whereas he was censured by the New York State Board of Regents for his refusal to admit Jews to his 
resort, whereupon he resigned as New York State Librarian;3 
 
Whereas Dewey made numerous inappropriate physical advances toward women he worked with and 
wielded professional power over; 
 
Whereas during the 1906 ALA conference there was a movement to censure Dewey after four women 
came forward to accuse him of sexual impropriety, and he was ostracized from the organization for 
decades;4 
 
Whereas the behavior demonstrated for decades by Dewey does not represent the stated fundamental 
values of ALA in equity, diversity, and inclusion; now therefore be it 
 
Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members, rename the Melvil 
Dewey Medal to remove Melvil Dewey's association with the award. 
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