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Resolution Honoring Jill Nishi for Her Work 
on Behalf of Public Libraries, January 2012 

 
Whereas, Jill Nishi has served as Deputy Director of the U.S. Libraries Program at the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, leading multiple initiatives that improved 
public access technology in libraries and in doing so enhanced the lives of 
thousands in communities throughout America;  and 

Whereas, She has been an enthusiastic champion of the work of the American Library 
Association, including the Public Library Association (PLA), the American 
Library Association’s Office for Information Technology Policy (OITP) and Office 
for Research & Statistics (ORS); and 
 

Whereas, She has been instrumental in the success of key library initiatives such as the 
Turning the Page: Building Your Library Community program, which brought 
exceptional advocacy training to more than 1,700 public libraries through the 
Opportunity Online hardware grants; and 
 

Whereas, She recognized the importance of extending that same level of training to all 
public libraries and supported the development of Turning the Page 2.0; and 

 
Whereas, She fostered the collaboration of 13 organizations, including PLA and OITP, 

to develop public access technology benchmarks; and 
 
Whereas, She launched and provided oversight for multiple initiatives to increase 

broadband connectivity at public libraries through state broadband summits and 
sustainability planning; and 

 
Whereas, She improved the ability for state library e-rate coordinators to assist public 

libraries in obtaining funds from the federal e-rate program; and 
 
Whereas, She increased the capacity of OITP to advocate on national 

telecommunications issues on behalf of the library community; and 



Resolution Honoring Jill Nishi for Her Work on Behalf of Public Libraries, January 
2012/2 
 
Whereas, She supported a historic and unique study of Public Library Funding and 

Technology Access conducted by ORS, the University of Maryland, and Florida 
State University that increases the ability of the profession to raise awareness of 
library technology services and advocate for improved broadband policies and 
funding; and 

 
Whereas, She has demonstrated her unswerving commitment to the profession through 

her steadfast support, leadership, and vision; and 
 
Whereas, She has highlighted the value of libraries and, in particular, librarians by 

honoring our efforts, enabling success and showcasing our accomplishments to 
decision makers at the local and national levels; now, therefore, be it 

 
Resolved, That the American Library Association (ALA), including the Public Library 

Association (PLA), the Office for Information Technology Policy (OITP) and the 
Office for Research & Statistics (ORS): 

 
1. Extends their deepest appreciation to Jill Nishi for her extraordinary 

service and record of achievement. 
 
2. Thanks her for her years of dedicated commitment to public libraries, 

and wishes her success in her future endeavors. 
 
 
 
Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 
In Dallas, Texas 
 
 
Keith Michael Fiels 
ALA Executive Director and Secretary of the ALA Council 


